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The Varsity Engineer. 

Editorial. 
Council and Faculty.—The  University Engineers have made 

two important steps in advance since our last issue, inasmuch 
as Engineering representation has been secured on the Council 
and strengthened on the Facult 	One of our graduates, Col. 
John 1VIonash, I C.E 	B., etc., has become a member of 
the Council, and the names of Messrs. J. H. Fraser, C.E., 
Chief Engineer of Ways and Works, Vic. Railways; Stuart 
Murray, ex-Chief Engineer of Water Supply for Victoria; 
Donald Clark, M.C.> ..M.M.E., etc., Director of Technical 
Education; Gerald Wright, M.C.E., Architect; Wilfred N. 
Kernot, B.C.E., Lecturer on Engineering, Drawing and De-
sign, and J. M Reed, Surve or General, have been added to 
the list of members of the Facult of Engineering. We feel 
gratified that our nominee for the Council was unopposed and 
attribute that result to the good fight made when Mr. Arthur 
Merrin, M.C.E., was nominated for a seat two years ago. On 
that occasion, practically all the Medical and Law votes, as 
well as those of the Engineering and Science members of the 
Senate, were recorded in favour of the Engineering candi-
date, showing that sympathy with our cause was widespread. 
We value the friendship of the other schools and are ready to 
reciprocate when opportunity offers. 

Even more important, perhaps, than representation on the 
Council is the strengthening of the Engineering side of the so-
called " Faculty of Engineering." Only a fragment of this 
body has hitherto consisted of Engineers, and these have been 
outvoted on many important occasions by the representatives 
from the Science and Arts Schools. 

There is much to be done, and the new member of the 
Council, as well as the new members of the Faculty, may rely 
upon the resolute support of the Engineering Society, a body 
whose special function it is to voice the requirements of past 
and present students of our Engineering School. What are 
regarded as some of the more pressing of our wants were in-
dicated a few weeks ago by the questions which were put by 
the Committee of the M.U.E.S. to the gentlemen whose names 
were suggested as nominees for election to the Council as En-
gineering representatives. 
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We would direct the attention of the new members of the 
Faculty and Council to these questions and to others raised in 
the correspondence printed in another part of this journal. 

Revision of Rules.—An important subject for discussion is 
coming before us in a proposal to revise the rules of the Mel-
bourne University Engineering Society. No doubt our rules, 
like those of most societies, will need to be carefully revised 
from time to time, and adapted to conditions as they vary with 
circumstances. One of the points which we may have to de-
cide is whether or not we shall continue to limit our member-
ship to graduates and students of the University Engineering 
School. The way to prepare for such a question is to ask our- 
selves another one, viz., " What do we exist for 	If one of 
our principal objects is to voice the requirements of Engineers 
trained in the University, then we must keep to ourselves ; 
otherwise our voice is not that of the University Engineers. 
No doubt other views may be presented • it may, for instance, 
be urged that we should do what we can to fulfil another of 
our functions, viz., to promote scientific engineering in all 
ways, and that, to this end, we should admit any persons who 
can aid us in doing so. But we already provide for this case 
in our rule relating to honorary members, and the Society will 
always be ready to welcome to its meetings those who can help 
by reading of papers, by lectures, or by taking part in discus-
sions. The question narrows down to this :—" Shall we make 
fellow-members of our friends, or merely retain their friend-
ship?" Possibly a solution of this problem may be found in 
dividing the Society into four sub-groups, viz.: 

(a) 
Graduates, other than members of Staff, including 

those who have finished their courses even though degrees 
may not have been taken out by them. These to have full 
voting power, as ordinary members. 

(b) Present students, who may rank as junior members, and have limited voting power. 
(c) Members of Staff of the Engineering School, who may 

constitute an Honorary Council, whose function it will be to 
befriend and aid the Society, as occasion may require, but not to have votes. 

(d) Honorary members, as defined by our present rules. 
A question arising out of this proposal is, "Are members 

of Staff, who are past students of the Engineering School, en-
titled to the privileges of ordinary membership   as well as to 
those of membership of the Honorary Council?" 

One new rule certainly should be made to the effect that 
those members who have acted as honorary office-bearers up 
to the time of their completing their courses, shall be ex-of ficia 
members of the Executive Committee for the ensuing  

better. 	

year. 
This rule is advisable for the sake of continuity. In any case 
the more fully this subject of rules in general is discussed the 
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Irrigation Engineers.—The State Rivers and Water Supply 
Commissioners propose to award scholarships, which will en-
able young Victorians to take courses in irrigation engineering 
at the University of California or the State College of Col-
orado. Naturally, we are led to ask if something cannot be 
done to make the course of training in the Melbourne Uni-
versity as good from an irrigationist's standpoint as the train-
ing in California or Colorado. This, among others, was a 
question put by the President of the M.U.E.S. to Mr. Elwood 
Mead, the Chairman of the State Rivers and Water Supply 
Commission, in the course of a conversation held directly 
after the announcement respecting the proposed scholarships 
appeared in the press, and the question is now being con- 
sidered. Thus Mr. Mead has been supplied with our Syllabus, 
—that for irrigation being given in detail,—while he has fur-
nished our President with a copy of a "circular of informa- 
tion," issued by the University of California, for perusal by 
the President and by Professor Payne, and the matter is to 
be further discussed. It appears that what the Commissioners 
require is a number of men trained both in Engineering and 
Agriculture ;—men who can show farmers what to do. We 
may hope that in the course of a few years we shall be able 
to give the necessary agricultural training in Victoria to those 
of our graduates who wish to specialise in irrigation; but, in 
the meantime, it is most desirable that the scholarships shall 
be given to any of our students who may offer for them. They 
would probably profit enormously by spending 12 or 15 
months in California. It is clear that if a beginner is awarded 
a scholarship, and proceeds to California at the middle of this 
year, he would require to go through either the four year 
course, or the five year course, in Civil Engineering, for the 
University there provides for two courses, and his services 
would not be available to the Victorian Water Supply Depart-
ment for five or six years; whereas, if one of our men, who 
has finished his course here, is given a scholarship, he would 
be back, ready for work, in about eighteen or twenty months, 
for there can be little doubt that 12 months in California 
would be quite sufficient for our men. We remember that 
Mr. Mead has held the position of Professor of Irrigation in 
the University of California for several years, and under- 
stand that he holds the degree of Doctor of Engineering of 
that University, so we may rely upon his well-known judg-
ment and foresight, as well as upon his frequently displayed 
interest in our Engineering School, and feel satisfied that this 
matter will be dealt with by him in his customary masterful 
manner. It is gratifying to hear from him that those of our 
graduates who have entered his department have given every 
satisfaction. Many others would, doubtless, have entered in 
response to his repeated requests for them had it not been that 
far higher remuneration and better prospects had induced 
them to go elsewhere. This aspect of the case is to have his 
attention. 
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The strengthening of our treatment of Irrigation Engin-
eering will be one of the matters that the new members of 
the Faculty and Council will have to consider in the course of the next few weeks. 

Since the above was printed, it has been announced that Mr. 
A. P. Flockart has been awarded the Senior Scholarship. We 
appreciate this recognition of our Engineering fellow-student, 
and congratulate both Mr. Flockart and the State Rivers and 
Water Supply Commission on the choice. He was the winner 
of last year's Exhibition in Civil Engineering (third year) ; 
and possesses other good qualities which will help him to do 
credit to our Engineering School. He will probably leave for 
California after the November examination. 
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