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Mr. A. H. Merrin, M.C.E. 

Mr. A. H. Merrin, M.C.E., was born in Scarsdale, a once 
thriving mining centre in the Ballarat district. He received 
his early education in Bendigo, and after matriculating, re-
turned to Ballarat to take up mining work. 

From 188o to 1884 and during University vacations 1884-
1887, Mr. Merri had practical experience of mining work 
in the Ballarat dn.strict, and underwent a course of training 
with his father, who was for many years a prominent con-
sulting mining engineer, practising at Ballarat. During the 
earlier portions of this period he attended the local School of 
Mines and studied minin and land surveying, geology, miner-
alogy and chemistry. He then proceeded to the Melbourne 
University and completed the Engineering course, taking the 
following honours :—Exhibitioner  in Practical Chemistry and 
Comparative Anatom and Zoology. Prizeman (Prof. Ker-
not's) in Surveying and Levelling. First Class Honourman 
in the School of Natural Science—the subjects being Geology, 
Palæontology, Chemistry,  Mineralogy and Botany. First 
Class Honourman in the final year of Engineering. Stawell 
Scholar. 

Included in his Engineering course were Civil subjects and 
also the subjects of Mining and Metallurgy. Took the B.C.E. 
degree, April, 1888, and the M.C.E., April, 1890. He acted as 
Engineer in association with Mr.George Higgins, M.C.E., from 
1888 to 1893, designing and superintending the construction 
of hydraulic dredging plants in connection with works in Mel-
bourne; in Sydney for the N.S.W. Government; and on the 
West Coast of New Zealand in connection with gold mining 
operations. 

In 1894 he entered into private practice as Consulting Mining 
Engineer at Ballarat, and for about two years was Engineer 
to lode and alluvial mining companies in the Ballarat and 
neighbouring districts. Subsequently Mr. Merrin practised 
for ten years in Melbourne, and was engineer to numerous 
Victorian and English mining companies, the work involving 
visits to the leading fields of Victoria and of several of the 
other States. The work embraced surface, underground and 
geological surveys; sampling and estimating values of prop-
erties ; design and erection of the various classes of plant for 
mining work and for ore treatment. It also involved inspec-
tions of mining methods and appliances on many of the prin-
cipal fields of the States in connection with gold, tin, silver, 
lead, copper and coal mining. 
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At present Mr. Merrin holds the following positions and 
offices :—Chief Mining Inspector, State of Victoria, appointed 
November, 1906. Chief Inspector, Boilers' Inspection Act. 
Licensee under the Boilers' Inspection Act. Certificated Mu-
nicipal Surveyor. Examiner in Mining, and Mine Surveying 
for Technical Schools. Chairman of the Metalliferous Min-
ing Managers' Certificate Board. Member of . the Coal Min-
ing Managers' Certificate Board; of the. Mining Surveyors' 
Examining Board; and of the Miners' Accidents Relief Board. 
Member of the Council of the Australasian Institute of Min-
ing Engineers. Lecturer in Mining Engineering  in the Uni-versity of Melbourne since 1897. Member of the Faculty of 
Engineering. Was a Member of the Council of the Victorian 
Institute of Engineers for some years. Elected on two occa-
sions as President of the Chamber of Mines of Victoria—re-signed on taking up his duties with the Mines Department. 

On joining the Mines Department there was considerable 
dissatisfaction amongst the mine workers in matters connected 
with ventilation, dust suppression, and sanitation in mines. Amongst Mr. Merrin 

's numerous duties, special attention had 
to be given to these matters. Special legislation was required 
and obtained. It is generally admitted that the results show 
that considerable improvements have been effected, and it is 
now only in an occasional working face that the conditions are unsatisfactory. 

Mr. Merrin has taken a keen interest in the Engineering 
School and the M.U.E.S., in particular as to advising as to 
the modelling of the curriculum of the Mining Course and ob-
taining the present equipment of the School. 

Furthermore, Mr. Merrin has had sufficient faith in the stu-
dents to accord them his help in attaining positions on comple-tion of their University courses. 
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