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School News and M.U.E.S. Notes. 

Since our last issue we have all had more or less stormy in-
terviews with the examiners, with varied success ; but we 
have managed to keep up our reputation in the subjects where 
we meet men of other courses, by cramming the honour lists 
with engineers' names too numerous to mention. We have 
also kept up to standard in the purely engineering subjects. 

Of course we work during most of the Long Vacation, 
spreading ourselves over the whole continent in search of suit-
able experience, and most of us have come back with some in-
sight into the real conditions outside. 

In the School we welcome as an addition to the permanent 
staff Mr. Wilfred N. Kernot, B.C.E., late head of the Engin-
eering Department of the Working Men's College. Mr. Kernot 
is lecturing in Engineering Design and Drawing, and conies 
to us with a great reputation and a world-famous a  one. We  

office his term of oce will be a long and prosperous pe 	
a be- 

tween new departures in the endeavour to 
bridge the gap 

tween academical and practical men are being tried this  within the 
The first is to bring the best teaching in surveying 
reach of all who desire it by giving night lectures in the sub-
ject. Mr. J. T. Lupson is delivering the lectures. The second 
departure is the institution of small series of lectures in var-
ious special subjects by men who have the necessary special 
knowledge. Mr. McCormack, of the Public Works Depart-
ment, is delivering lectures and field demonstrations i nt

Road 

Location and Construction ; Mr. Jas. Mann, Re-

search Scholar, lectures on the strength of timber; Mr. J. W. 
S. Crow, a recent graduate, now of the Vacuum Oil uCoé -  
pany, lectures on Lubrication ; and we are given  
stand that Colonel J. Monash has volunteered to lecture on 
Reinforced Concrete. 

It is expected that these efforts will be of great use to the 
students, as much of the information the various gentlemen 
possess is the outcome of unique experience, and cannot be 
readily obtained by the ordinary engineer. The gentlemen 
delivering these special lectures are acting in an honorary ca-
pacity, and it is hoped that if the innovation is a success 
our senior graduates will come forward and offer their set 
vices. 

The work of equipping the new building has just begun. 
The contractors are not yet out of the building. The testing 
laboratory has been fitted with a hydraulic accumulator to 
work the large testing machine, and the interesting operation 
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of pumping oil is now done beforehand by the boy. The test-
ing machine has been adjusted by guiding the knife edges, and 
the whole machine has been repainted; almost all this work 
has been done by the staff. 

The following donations have been received from various 
sources, and we are very glad to see the very practical interest 
thus shown in the cause of education. From the Electric Sup-
ply Committee of the City Council, two Riley and two General 
Electric Transformers. From E. H. Westward, on behalf of 
the Union Electric Co. of Australia Ltd., one A.C. Excello are 
lamp fitted with a dioptic globe, together with carbons, chok-
ing coil, and the necessary auto-transformer • also one Union 
Electric Battery-charging Rectifier, From the Victorian Rail-
ways a complete set of photolithographs from the original 
drawings of the DD class loco. and tender . also locking frame 
and hand levers for a branch line signal box—on loan. From 
Messrs. Hartmann and Braun, one Hotwire Voltmeter and 
one Vibration Frequency Meter. And from Messrs. Bab- 
cock and Wilcox, from whom we are purchasing a boiler, a donation of £Ioo. 

Coming to the subject of excursions the long excursions 
have been of a very interesting character. Just before Christ-
mas we visited Burrunjuck darn, and the irrigation works in 
the Narrandera district of New South Wales. All the works 
were in a partially completed state, and proved very instruc-
tive. The Burrinjuck dam is a concrete wall and at present 
extends half way across the valley, the Murrumbidgee being 
caused to flow through a tunnel in the completed part so as 
to leave the foundation for the other part dry. When the wall 
extends right across the valley, it will be raised to twice its 
present height before completion. 

Last vacation we visited the Geelong Waterworks, and 
Pyke's Creek dam. We started from Ballan and cycled round 
to the various works of interest, arriving at last in Geelong. 
In Geelong we were the guests of the Harbour Trust, and in-
spected their freezing and other works; the Oriental Timber 
Co.'s mill, and the cement works at Fyans ford, where there is 
a three-mile aerial cableway from the limestone quarry to the 
works. 

On these and other excursions we have been particularly 
struck by the great trouble and expense incurred to allow us. 
to see everything possible in the time at our disposal. We 
must particularly thank Mr. Sharland for the way he con-
ducted us over the Geelong Waterworks. 

Bacchus Marsh was also visited with Professor Skeats, and 
the various geological features of the district were duly re-
discovered, and large collections of rocks and graptolites gath-
ered together and brought home. The complete success of 
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this excursion was marred by the lack of hotel accommodation 
in Bacchus Marsh, which necessitated going up by train every 
morning, which is no joke these cold mornings. 

On Friday, May 17th, the Society held a very successful 
smoke night at Sargent's Cafe. Our President, Mr. George 
Higgins, occupied the chair, and a very pleasant evening was 
spent. There were about seventy-five present, includ-
ing twenty graduates. The speakers dealt chiefly with 
the ever interesting subject of technical education, 
and it was pointed out that, as a man rarely knows before-
hand what branch of engineering he will follow, the employers 
can scarcely expect the graduate to be a specialist ready-made. 

We heartily thank our guests who supplied the vocal items 
and contributed so largel to the success of the evening. 

An Engineers' dance is to be held this year on July i5th. 
As this is a pioneer effort, it behoves us all to do our utmost to 
make it a complete success. Tickets are procurable from the 
Secretary, Mr. A. G. Gutteridge, at the Engineering School. 

Movements are now on foot for arranging the next Survey 
Camp, which will be held next February. As these camps 
bring the men together a great deal, it is a pity that Surveying 
has not been included in the first year'swork, to  as posse. 
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to get to know the men of higher years as 
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