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Colonel J. Monash, B.A., LL.B., M.C.E. 

The subject of our illustration, Colonel John Monash, has 
had a strenuous and many-sided career, throughout which he 
has contrived to keep himself in close touch with the Univer-
sity, and the Engineering School. 

Born in Melbourne in 1865, he was educated at Scotch 
College, where he was dux of school in i881, obtaining in the 
same year the Matriculation Exhibition in Mathematics, with 
First Class Honors in Modern Languages. Proceeding to the 
University in 1882 he entered the Arts School, taking also 
single subjects of the Engineering course, as was then a usual' 

proceeding. The necessity to provide for his further Univer-
sity training out of his own resources compelled him in 1884 
to temporarily abandon his University work and seek employ-
ment, which he found on the works of the New Princes Bridge, 
Melbourne as junior member of the Engineering Staff, of 
which Mr. George Higgins, M.C.E., was chief. Being placed 
in special charge of the masonry portion of this work, he had 
exceptional opportunities for experience in a class of engineer-
ing construction which has in modern times fallen rather into 
disuse. 

Early in 1887, Mr. Monash was offered and accepted an ap-
pointment as engineer-in-charge of construction of the Outer 
Circle Railway from Fairfield to Oakleigh, which work he car-
ried through with credit, completing same early m 1891. In the 
meantime he had completed his. Arts and Engineering courses 

and obtained the final Honors and Argus Scholarship in En-
gineering in 1891. At this juncture there was a great shrinkage 
of engineering enterprise, just prior to the bursting of the 
land boom of those days, and Mr. Monash entered the service of 
the Melbourne Harbour Trust as head of the designing staff. 
During his three years in that appointment he designed the 
new type of steel transit sheds on the River Wharves, the Salt-
water River Swing Bridge, and numerous works of drainage, 
reclamation and road construction. 

During this period, prompted by a desire to qualify himself 
for Arbitration work, he took up the study of Law, graduating 
as Bachelor of Laws in 1894. In the same year he established 
himself in private practice in Melbourne, and soon acquired 
a large connection as expert witness and arbitrator in engineer-
ing disputes, a connection which extended all over Australia. 
Some of the leading cases with which be was responsibly con-
nected were the Water Rights disputes between the pastoralists 
in the Riverina, the Bundaberg to Gladstone Railway, the 
Mullewa to Cue Railway, and the drainage dispute of Kanu-

luik versus the City of Hawthorn, which has become the 
leading case on the subject of the liability of municipalities in 
regard to drainage and flooding. 
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Finding litigious work not altogether to his taste, Monash 
sought for a means to specialise in constructional work, and 
soon found same in Reinforced Concrete, which had its first 
beginnings in Australia in 1897. In the study of this speciality 
his knowledge of French' and German was a powerful aid. 
After some years of difficult and often discouraging experi-
mental and exploitation work, he succeeded in establishing this 
new industry in our midst, and in order to prosecute it more 
efficiently, founded the Reinforced Company in Victoria, and 
later also in South Australia, in both of which companies he 
still holds office as Director and Superintending Engineer. The 
activities of these companies have been extensive, numerous large and small road and railway bridges in city and country, 
many industrial buildings, the No. 

2 Preston Reservoir, wharves and storm water drainage schemes standing to their 
credit. In the creation of the professional staffs to assist him 
in these large undertakings, Mr. Monash has been consistent 
in his preference, whenever available, for 
own Engineering School, Messrs. Harve 

	
graduates n  our 

Y Laing, Upton, Sexton and 
Grego 	' Jenkinson, Lindsay, 

have been or are serving 	ry being among those who 
Darin 	 g as members of these organisations. 

g all these years of strenuous professional work, Mr. 
Monash managed to find time for patriotic service in the military forces. He joined the old 
as a member of the University 

	Victorian Militia in 1 
and rose steadily through the various 

grades, 
of those days, ahe  

Infantry, Artillery, and Intelligence Corps, being promoted successivelyt
to  full Colonel in July last, and received the appointment of Brig-

adier in Command of the 13th Infantry Brigade, whose area 
comprises practically the whole of the suburbs south of the 
Yarra, numbering on a war footing some 

120 officers and 4000 men. In 1906 Colonel Monash was awarded the Colonial Aux-
iliary Forces Officer's Decoration (V.D.), and in 1911 the 
gold medal for contributions to the Military Magazine. 

As already stated, Colonel Monash has always striven to 
keep in close touch with the University in various capacities. 
He was one of the men who founded the University Club, of 
which he held office as President for five years in succession to 
Sir John Madden. He has been honorary co-examiner in 
engineering subjects for a number of years, and has given 
several courses of lectures in Hydraulic Engineering and in 
Reinforced Concrete. In 1912 he became a member of the 
Council of the University, and of the Engineering Faculty. 

Colonel Monash is just completing his second year of office 
as President of the Victorian Institute of Engineers, to which bo

dy he has communicated numerous papers on engineering 
subjects. He is also a full member of the Institution of Civil Engineers, London. 
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