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PROCEEDINGS 

Minutes of General Meeting of the Victorian Institute of Engineers, 
held in the Radio Theatre, Melbourne Technical College, 24th September, 
1948. 

THE PRESIDENT, MR. W. H. DOBSON, occupied the chair. 

The minutes of the last regular General Meeting, held 24th June, 
1948, were read an'd approved on a motion moved by Mr. E. J. McDonald, 
and seconded by Mr. C. Newstead. 

General correspondence was reviewed. 

MR. D. MACSPORRAN presented a paper, "Fundamental Principles of 
Boiler Design." A general discussion ensued and a very interesting 
series of pros and cons passed. Mr. Dobson (President) thanked the 
lecturer for his interesting presentation, and realised the immense amount 
of work involved in preparation. 

A vote of thanks was carried by acclamation on a motion moved by 
Mr. L. L. Pemberton, and seconded by Mr. J. F. Trevorrow. 

Meeting closed with light supper. 

Confirmed, 28th October, 1948. 

WM. H. DOBSON, Chairman. 

PAPER 

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF BOILER DESIGN 

MR. D. MacSPORRAN. 

This paper deals with boiler design in general, as you will appreciate 
that to give it in detail is quite beyond the scope of a short paper such 
as this. 

Before proceeding further I would like to state that I believe 
boilers and accessories could, with advantage, be brought to a measure 
of standardization in this country as is being done to some extent in 
England for the major power stations. It has been found, for instance, 
that for the same job different boiler makers propose different fan sizes 
and it has been proposed to standardize the method of finding gas quan-
tities. Also being examined is the possibility of standardizing the size 
of drums, tubes, pipe sizes, etc. 

At the present day in Victoria and South Australia, interest is 
centred prominently in the burning of brown coal on mechanical stokers 
for industrial plants, and it appears as if finality has not been reached 
regarding the best method of firing. This, of course, only applies to 
industrial plants, as brown coal has been burned successfully on chain 
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