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PROCEEDINGS 

Minutes of General Meeting of the Victorian Institute of Engineers, 
held in the Radio Theatre, Melbourne Technical College, 27th May, 1948. 

THE PRESIDENT, MR. W. H. DOBSON, occupied the chair. 
The minutes of the last General Meeting, held 22nd April, 1948, 

were read and approved on a motion moved by Mr. W. R. Pollock, and 
seconded by Mr. L. L. Pemberton. 

Relevant correspondence was reviewed and notices given. 
A ballot for admission as members of Mr. Alfred James Oxland and 

Mr. Victor Ernest Donkin, was conducted. Messrs. W. E. Mead and 
J. D. W. Ebeling were appointed as scrutineers. 

A paper was presented by MR. GEO. PARSONAGE, entitled "Water Treat-
ment for Boiler Plant." General discussion ensued. 

Mr. Dobson (President) thanked Mr. Parsonage for his worthy effort, 
and asked for a vote of thanks. Mr. L. L. Pemberton moved, and Mr. 
W. R. Pollock seconded, and the vote of thanks was sustained by 
acclamation 

The ballot was declared in the affirmative for both candidates. 
Meeting concluded with light supper. 
Confirmed, 23rd June, 1948. 

WM. H. DOBSON, Chairman. 

PAPER 
FEED-WATER TREATMENT FOR BOILERS 

By GEO. PARSONAGE 

First of all, I wish to thank the President and Council of the Vic-
torian Institute of Engineers for the opportunity of reading this paper. 

I do not wish to •convey to you fellow-members any degree of origin-
ality, but just a result of research and practical •observation of my subject, 
being reasonably divorced from a chemical aspect. 

Therefore, my subject shall deal with Feed Water troubles as pertain-
ing to their causes and remedies. 

Causes of Incrustation. 
The purification of feed-water and maintenance of proper boiler 

water conditions are essential to the efficient operation of steam boilers. • 
The troubles to be guarded against are: 1. Scale, 2. Corrosion. 3. 

Caustic embrittlement. 4. Foaming and Priming, which in marine practice, 
may be referred to as (i) sea water, (ii) animal and vegetable oils, (iii) 
air, and (iv) galvanic action. 

The treatment of boiler feed water has been a "bug bear" to many 
marine engineers and power-house operatives. 

James Watt first found that water having heat applied to it in a ves-
sel, when under control could do useful work, and as steam is given off, 
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