
PROCEEDINGS. 

The ordinary monthly meeting of the Institute was held at 
the rooms, Swanston Street, Melbourne, on Wednesday, Novem-
ber gth, at 8 p,m. The President, Mr. Jas. Alex. Smith, occu-
pied the chair. 

The minutes of the ordinary meeting of September 7th the 
special meeting of September 21st and the Visits of October 5th 
and 21st were read and confirmed. 

In apologising for absence from the meeting, the Hon. 
Librarian (Mr. R. WINSTANLEY) wrote also stating that a valuable 
contribution of books had been donated to the library by Mr. A. 
C. SMITH. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Smith 
for the gift. 

The PRESIDENT said that in regard to Building Regulations 
the various steps (each of which had been duly reported to the 
Institute) had led to the inclusion of all the matters which had 
been drafted for the regulation of Melbourne and suburban con-
struction, into a Bill to be presented to Parliament by the Gov-
ernment, and to be made applicable to all Victoria. The Min-
istry was anxious to push the Bill through, everyone appeared to. 
be anxious to give the matter legal sanction, yet it did not pro-
gress. There was some covert opposition not apparent on the 
surface. 

He thought it might strengthen the Ministry's hands, and lead 
to an earlier attainment of the time when modern methods and 
structural economy would be possible in Melbourne, if the meet-
ing definitely expressed its views on the question. 

Mr. T. HILL moved :— 
That the President be desired to bring under the notice of 

the Hon. the Minister in charge of the Building Reg-
ulations Bill the extreme advisability of its ap-
pearing on the Statute Book this session, in order 
that the citizens, not only of Melbourne, but of all Vic-
torian municipalities, shall no longer be debarred from 
the use of modern structural methods under conditions 
ensuring economy with safety. 
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The Profession was suffering a great disability owing to the 
absence of a proper building code. 

Mr. A. McCowAN seconded the motion, which was carried 
ananimously. 

The PRESIDENT mentioned that Mr. Ambrose Swasey, Past 
President of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, and 
one of the American Delegates to the joint meeting of the Ameri-
can and British Institutes, recently held in England, was in Mel-
bourne. Unfortunately Mr. Swasey's stay would be so limited 
that it would not be possible for the Institute to take any general 
steps to recognise his presence in Victoria, but everything indi-
vidual members could do would be done. 

The PRESIDENT announced that Major Devine, of the Intelli-
gence Corps, had consulted him as to the possibility of members 
furnishing the military authorities with particulars which would 
be of value in the compilation of data relating to topographic con-
ditions. The question was of national importance, and Major 
Devine had been assured that the Institute would heartily co-op-
erate in any practicable scheme which might be elaborated. Fur-
ther detailed information was anticipated. 

In respect to a letter from the Chamber of Mines, received 
some time ago, and requesting co-operation in regard to an en-
deavour to induce the Commonwealth authorities to undertake 
an Australian Topographic Survey, enquiry had elicited the an-
swer that no definite action had, as yet, been propounded. 

Messrs. R. FERGUSON and J. BòRRIE were selected as ballot 
scrutineers, and announced the due election of Mr BARTON MONT-
GOMERIE COUTIE as a Member and Mr. WILLIAM G. SICHs as a 
Junior Member. 

Mr. J. T. N. ANDERSON'S reply to the discussion on his naper 
on "The Main Road Problem," was, in the author's absence, read 
by Mr. T. HILL. Discussion closed. 

Mr. W. S. STRETTLE'S paper on Standard Specifications for 
Municipal Construction was further discussed. 

Professor H. PAYNE moved and Mr. R. FERGUSON seconded : 
That the Council of the Institute take into consideration 

the advisability of immediately appointing a committee 
of experts to go into the matter for the purpose of 
collecting information and ascertaining the desirability 
or otherwise of drawing up standard specifications for 
municipal engineering. 

The motion was carried. 
A paper on Bar Harbours—a Possible future for the North 

Coast and Rivers of N.S.W., by Mr. H. GILBERT was, in the 
absence of the author, read by Mr. E. CLARKE. 

The PRESIDENT moved that a vote of thanks be accorded to 
Mr. Gilbert for bringing before the Institute material relating 
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to a very important matter. The motion was carried by acclama-
tion. 

The paper was partially discussed, and the resumption of the 
discussion until the next meeting agreed upon. 

At 9.20 p.m. the meeting closed. 

DISCUSSIONS. 

THE MAIN ROAD PROBLEM. 

Mr. J. T. N ANDERSON'S reply to the discussion was read, in 
the unavoidable absence of the writer, by Mr. T. HILL : 

The confirmation, or otherwise, of the views expressed in a 
paper is to be found in the discussion. 

It is to be regretted that fewer fresh views were expressed 
than the author expected. However, with the one exception 
of the matter of his general censure of his profession regard-
ing the way road engineering has been allowed to lapse into 
an inferior position, practically no exception has been taken to 
any of the views he has expressed ; while his chief point has 
been repeatedly made by various speakers, namely, that the cut-
ing up of lands and the location of roads before a proper topo-
graphical survey of a district has been made, is a blunder of 
primary magnitude, and a blunder for which Australia is pay-
ing heavily, and carrying a load which is oppressing the agri-
cultural interests more than any tax which can possibly be laid 
on them. 

Before turning to any of the minor details dealt with, the 
author wishes to press the importance of the Institute taking some 
practical steps to bring home to the authorities how serious a disa-
bility the municipal surveyors, who are responsible for the laying 
out of roads and the drainage of lands, labour under, and how 
easily and usefully this disability can be removed, by supplying a 
topographical survey. 

The solution of the problem lies in making this survey part 
of the training, and subsequent duty of the cadets and officers 
-of the military engineers of the country. It is idle to remind 
the authorities of the fact that one-third of the corps of Royal 
engineers in Great Britain are engaged in this class of work, 
known there as the ordnance survey. But their own military 
advisers will tell them that almost every great general, from the 
days of Washington and Napoleon, has had his training in 
topographical surveying of a practical and useful character. 

Only last year a prominent member of this institution com-
piled a most valuable topographic map of the Seymour district 
for the military manoeuvres during Lord Kitchener's visit. Such 
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