
16:1 	VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF ENGINEERS : 

COLONIAL AMMUNITION WORKS. 

On Friday, 21st October, members of the Institute were, by 
the courtesy of Captain F. C. CARTWRIGHT, manager of the 
Colonial Ammunition Company, afforded an opportunity of visit-
ing the manufactory at Maribyrnong. The visit was arranged by 
the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. T. Hill. 

Members left Princes Bridge at 2.15 by the company's motor 
launch, returning at 5.3o. At the works they were received by 
Captain Cartwright, who conducted them over the various de-
partments and explained in detail the various operations. 

The whole of the operations connected with the manufacture of 
service rifle cartridges—from the casting of the metal and the 
rolling of the strip to the testing of the ballisties of the finished 
article—are now executed at Maribyrnong. Thus it is assured 
that the Commonwealth requirements can be filled in time of stress 
independently of any source outside of Australia. 

It will be recognised that owing to the nature of the work 
and its military connection, it is, unfortunately, inexpedient to 
deal with the various phases in detail, or to illustrate them by 
photographs of the actual apparatus used. 

After the party had been conducted over the factory the PRES-
IDENT said that they must all have been impressed by the com-
pleteness and commercial efficiency of the administration. It was 
a matter of grave satisfaction that the Commonwealth now pos-
sessed a source of ammunition supply which could not be in-
fluenced by interruption of communication in time of war—
an installation which provided the nucleus and training ground 
which would render future expansion easily possible. 

It must be a source of satisfaction to the company to recog-
nise that that most desirable state of affairs was largely a result 
of the unaided enterprisd of a private undertaking. 

He would ask members to pass a hearty vote of thanks to 
Captain Cartwright and his staff for their courtesy in throwing 
open the works so fully to members. 

The vote was carried by acclamation. 
In briefly responding, Capt. F. C. CARTWRIGHT said that it 

had given him and his staff much pleasure to place modes of 
manufacture freely before those whose profession enabled them 
to understand the matter and enabled them to criticise. 

After a most interesting visit and enjoyable trip, the party 
then returned to Melbourne. 
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