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SPECIAL MEETING. 

1910, SEPTEMBER 21sT. 

The PRESIDENT said as it was a special meeting: under their 
rules there were no minutes to read, and no routine business could 
be taken. 

His first duty was to welcome the visitors. Ladies were pre- 
sent for the first time in the history of the Institute. 	The 
Council had more than once considered the advisability of mak-
ing that departure in regard to popular lectures, but never had 
the suggestion been given effect to, before. 	On, behalf of the 
Institute, he tendered a hearty welcome to all the visitors. 

The agenda for the evening was thrown on the screen. 
In reference to the agenda the PRESIDENT said Mr. Mais would 

not exhibit any of his views that evening. They found that the 
views were so numerous and so beautiful that they could not do 
justice to them at that meeting in the time available. 

The lecture of the evening would be by Mr. T. Griffith Taylor, 
B.A., B.Sc., etc., who had graduated as an engineer from the 
Sydney University; thence had passed to Cambridge, where he 
had taken further honours, and acted as lecturer in physiography. 
He had now returned to act as Commonwealth Physiographer, 
and in that capacity would accompany the Antarctic exploration 
expedition about to leave for the South Pole. The subject Mr. 
Taylor would deal with was his life's work. 

Mr. J. B. Hayles, who would exhibit the slides which would 
illustrate Norwegian mountain features, and which he had ac-
quired during a recent tour in Norway, was an enthusiastic 
amateur photographer. Some of his slides would be thrown on 
the screen, and explained. 

Mr. A. J. Relph, who was also an amateur photographer, 
whose slides of local mountain scenery were admittedly unsur-
passed, would exhibit some very beautiful examples of Aus-
tralian mountain structure. 

The lecture would probably terminate about 9.3o, and the 
remaining slides would probably take about half an hour. 	He 
had great pleasure in introducing Mr. Taylor, and asking him to 
proceed with the lecture: 

'Mr. T. GRIFFITH TAYLOR, B.A., B.Sc., etc., then delivered his 
lecture on "The Origin of Alpine Topography," illustrating it 
with a large number of typical lantern slides. 

Point by point the agencies which had carved the present 
surface features from the primal upheaval were developed, and 
their effects traced and illustrated by views of the configuration 
as it exists to-day. 
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The lecturer dwelt specially on the prime importance of gla-
ciation—both the greater glaciation of the Ice Age, and the lesser 
glaciation of the present—in effecting the sequence of change 
that gave the Alps as we know them. 

The PRESIDENT said he was sure there were those present who 
would like to ask the lecturer many questions; but there were 
other slides to show, therefore it would be necessary to 
proceed. Mr. Taylor was to be complimented upon the very clear, 
concise, lucid way in which he had placed the subject before 
them. It was a subject that was usually treated in a way as dry 
as dust, drier than any dust, but Mr. Taylor had given it a 
popular interest that was rarely given to such a subject. He 
was sure they had all appreciated the lecturer's work—in sub-
ject, in material, in mode. He would ask them to pass a very 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Taylor. 

The vote was carried by acclamation. 
The PRESIDENT conveyed the vote of thanks to Mr. TAYLOR, 

who briefly responded. 

The PRESIDENT exhibited views of the New Zealand Alps 
and Glaciers, kindly lent by • the New Zealand Tourist Bureau. 

Slides of Norwegian Mountains and Glaciers, obtained by 
Mr. J. B. HAYLES (who was unable to be present) during a tour 
in Norway were shown. 

Lantern pictures of striking geological features of the Vic-
torian Grampians, and very beautiful views of the great half-
mile deep gorge in the Victorian Buffaloes, taken by Mr. A. J. 
RELPH, were exhibited and described by him. 

Mr. TAYLOR explained in each case the geological reasons for 
the topographical structure. 

On the motion of the PRESIDENT, a hearty vote of thanks to 
Messrs. Hayles, Relph, and the hon. lanternist (Mr. R. Fer-
guson) was carried by acclamation. 

The PRESIDENT exhibited slides showing the effects of moun-
tain grades on transportation, local topographical features, and 
traction and speed measuring instruments and methods, thus con-
necting the functions of the physiographer and the traction en-
gineer. 

In the course of the description it was shown that the 
European engineers had succeeded in carrying the great con-
necting lines through the immensely difficult Alpine country 
with grades less severe than those on the Melbourne-Sydney line 
beyond Essendon. 

At Io.io p.m. the meeting closed. 
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