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1906, AUGUST $TH. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

An ordinary monthly general meeting was held at the Rooms on 
Wednesday, August 8th, at 8 p.m., the President, Professor 
W. C. Kernot, in the chair. 

The minutes of the July ordinary meeting, and also of the special 
general meeting held on July 11th, were confirmed. 

As a result of a ballot, Messrs. E. J. THOMPSON and HARRY 
CONRADI were elected Junior members of the Institute. 

Professor W. C. Kernot read a paper upon " Railway Gauge." 
VICE-PRESIDENT Mr. J. A. Smith (who occupied the chair 

during the reading of the paper) said that those who had a personal 
knowledge of the historical matters referred to were rapidly 
passing away, and data was becoming increasingly difficult of access. 
He thought that those who devoted time to eliciting and permanently 
recording the facts performed valuable service, and he had much 
pleasure in moving that Professor W. C. Kernot be cordially 
thanked for his efforts in that direction. 

The vote was carried by acclamation. 
The paper was briefly discussed, the main discussion being 

postponed until the next meeting. 
At to p.m. the business was closed. 

PAPER. 
v 

RAILWAY GAUGE. 

Read by PROFESSOR W. C. KERNOT. 

The gauge of a railway is the distance between the inner sides of 
the heads of the rails on a straight portion of the line. It is not, as 
is sometimes supposed, the distance between the centres of the rails, 
and it must he taken on the straight, or tangent, as the Americans 
call it, because on curves it is usual to introduce a slight enlargement 
to allow more freedom to the passage of wheels whose axles are not 
strictly radial. The gauge is a dimension of primary importance to 
the working of a railway, and must, subject to above-mentioned slight 
enlargement, be most carefully preserved, but within moderate limits 
its actual magnitude in feet and inches is of much less moment than its 
consistent preservation throughout the whole distance travelled. 

The most popular and widely adopted gauge has the somewhat odd 
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