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C.G.I. — Corrugated galvanised iron (properly steel 
nowadays) seen as cladding to the rude rural roof or 
country or suburban backyard shed or garage is loved 
by some. Contemplate the typical outback building 
and CGI seems to identify with that image. It can be 
seen by the acre in industrial applications. It has been 
relegated to the ordinary, the vernacular and usually 
hidden from sight in the grand design if chosen to 
cover the plant room. In the Etcetera boutique at 
ground level in the new $7 million T & G building in 
Brisbane, John Lysaght's Custom Blue Orb has been 
vertically rolled into shapes exploiting the qualities 
of this humble material. To complete the Pop imagery, 
PVC piping wanders across the ceiling housing lights, 
the hanging racks are made of water supply piping 
and standard traffic signs direct the customer through 
the maze of curved CGI sheeting. Architect: Michel 
Bossey. 

The ACT Chapter of the RAIA has announced that the 
1970 Canberra Medallion has been awarded for the 
Food Services Building at Woden Town Centre designed 
by architects Ian McKay and Partners (See C-S No. 216 
Dec-Jan '71). The jury commented on its "unusual and 
strong visual character", it being the fix or focus in the 
orthodoxically designed neutral environment of new 
office building. Too often the expressive form, the 
attempt for uniqueness, seems a result of capricious 
geomantics with a grapefruit at breakfast or dull and 
meaningless whimsy. The canteen design is more 
thoughtful and convincing expressionism, visually pro-
voking and arresting in its forms, structure and firm 
details. The jury decided not to award for 1970 the 
C. S. Daly Medal for a completed house. 
¶ Walter Burley Griffin's Ipswich incinerator, abandoned 
in that function some time ago, has been preserved 
as a theatre and arts centre. 

February-March, 1971 
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The W.A. Chapter of the RAIA has awarded its bronze 
medal to the Christ Church Grammar School chapel 
by architects, Hobbs, Winning and Leighton. Citations 
were given to the first stage of the rebuilding of the 
James Hardie & Co. factory at Welshpool designed by 
Parry and Rosenthal and to a four-storey office build-
ing at 3-5 Bennett Street, Perth by Summerhayes and 
Associates, illustrated above. 
¶ The news media in Canberra were quick to pick up 
an article by J. M. Richards in "The Architectural 
Review" 6th October, 1970 entitled "Australian News-
letter". Richards was giving his impressions of the 
"architectural scene" in Sydney, Canberra and Mel-
bourne. His greatest concern in the article is for the 
suburban mode but he stung most of all with his 
estimation of the National Library as a "disaster". 
Reactions were predictable: Walter Bunning — "It's 
just one of the hazards a practising architect faces — 
criticism from a non-practising colleague" ... "Britain 
has only produced two notable buildings since the 
last war — the Royal Festival Hall and Coventry 
Cathedral" . . "Let the world of tomorrow, not today, 
judge it." H. Holt, president of the ACT Chapter of 
the RAIA — "It is always easier to criticise than 
create" ... "He himself (Mr. Richards) is no longer 
a creator. It appears that he is better at putting 
together words than building". C-S Thesaurus: "cre-
ative criticism or mind ... critical creation or mind 
... mindful or mindless creator or critic ..." 
¶ Nearly 100 Australian architects have registered for 
the design competition for the offices adjunct to the 
Houses of Parliament, Westminster. Of nearly 1000 
applicants, 300 have come from the Commonwealth 
outside Britain. 
¶ Extensions to the "temporary" Parliament House, 
Canberra, press released in December last, are to 
cost about $11 million. Apparently there is no con-
troversy as to where the extensions should go. (See 
C-S No. 191, Sept. '68). 
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As mentioned in the last issue of C-S, the SA Chapter 
1970 Award of Merit in the general buildings section 
was for a flexible classroom unit at the Cowandilla 
school illustrated above, designed by the architects 
of the S.A. Public Buildings Department. The jury 
commented that it was "meritorious for its purely 
architectural worth, and more especially from the 
point of view of the contribution it makes to a funda-
mental aspect of our society — the education of 
children". These are worthy sentiments but the build-
ing would only determine a child's effective education 
if it dos not frustrate the programmes and activities it 
houses. In this case the classroom allows for maxi-
mum flexibility in relaxed classroom arrangements of 
furniture and children, in a relaxed informal domesti-
cated building. 
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The first stage of the residential complex for the Mt. 
Gravatt Teachers' College, Queensland, is now com-
plete, providing self-contained accommodation for 120 
students. Further bed-study units for a total of 300 
students and additional recreational facilities are plan-
ned in future extensions. The site is steeply sloping 
and the two blocks are curved to the natural contour 
of the hillside. A formal rhythm is modelled on the 
facade by projecting sun screens, a classicising repe-
tition evenly spaced along the lengths of the blocks. 
It would suggest that formality and discipline in the 
form is appropriate to the building for education and 
rightly or wrongly there is much precedent for that 
notion. Architects: Queensland State Department of 
Works, in association with Miller and Wall. Structural 
engineer: R. H. Robinson, Quantity Surveyors: Rider 
Hunt and Partners. Electrical and mechanical engi-
neers: Queensland State Department of Works. Builder: 
E. A. Watts Pty. Ltd. 

¶ D. B. Harry of Adelaide has been awarded the 1970 
$2,500 Copper Producers' Association scholarship. He 
will use the scholarship overseas studying professional 
services groups and their possible relevance to the 
Australian building industry. 

The rendering illustrated is a perspective of the new 
Inverell Technical College for which the N.S.W. De-
partment of Works has let a contract worth almost 
$250,000 to builder J. H. Fisher & Son of Armidale. 
The site is subject to occasional flooding and the 
buildings are raised 4' above existing site levels. The 
finish is cream facing brick both internally and ex-
ternally and external panels, fascias, hoods and stair-
cases are of concrete completing a maintenance free 
exterior. The planning and massing is open and in-
formal, and pleasantly picturesque. Visually the gene-
rative pivot to the spreading wings of building is the 
tall skillion roofed stair well. Regularly spaced piers 
or columns divide most facades which makes the usual 
classicising reference found in educational buildings. 
This building is the initial stage of a larger develop-
ment which will include accommodation for commerce, 
fashion, administration, electrical trades and rural 
studies. Architect: the Government Architect, N.S.W. 
— E. H. Farmer. 

Post-Courier, Port Moresby 

Illustrated is a section of the new Arts/Law Building 
at the University of Papua and New Guinea. The rigours 
of a hot humid tropical climate require special 
solutions to roofing and openings. The forms of these 
details are inventive but there remains the reference 
to the classically divided facade. The building is of 
reinforced concrete load-bearing masonry construction. 
The roof is curved corrugated iron with precast con-
crete gutters. Sun control is achieved with precast 
concrete sunhoods forming the spandrels to offices 
and with asbestos cement louvres and concrete block 
grills. Laboratories for languages, geography and pre-
history classes are air-conditioned. The cost was 
$442,000 including equipment for 34,200 square feet. 
Architects: James Birrell & Partners Pty. Ltd. Builder: 
Morobe Construction Pty. Ltd. 
¶ Mining and exploration is booming in the deserts 
even if it does not seem so to those living in the big 
smokes. With this activity comes the occasional new 
town. For those who believe there might be more 
economical and suitable dwelling design solutions 
than air-conditioned triple-fronted brick veneers in 
the climate conditions encountered, Melbourne Uni-
versity Press has published a useful collection of data 
entitled "Architecture in Tropical Australia" a paper 
by Balwant Singh Saini, price $7.50. 
¶ The six-month trial of the Martin Place pedestrian 
plaza, Sydney, is over. Verdict: The City Council wants 
to proceed with plans and spend $100,000 making it 
permanent. (See C-S No. 194, Dec. '68). 
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The Heathmont East (Vic.) Pre-School Centre is a regu-
lar hipped roof building with stained timber pergola 
reminiscent of the traditional classic early Australian 
farm house. The main structural timber roof members 
are left exposed with plasterboard finish underlining 
the purlins. Face brick, timber wall lining and painted 
asbestos cement sheeting are the wall finishes. The 
steel tray roof has a vinyl coated finish and vinyl tiles 
finish the concrete floor slab. The cost was $17,500 
for the 17 squares of the main classroom and a 11 
square separate outdoor off-the-form boarded concrete 
storeroom. Architect: Ian Smith. Engineer: J. A. Taylor. 
Builder: M. C. Kool Constructions. 
¶ Latrobe U (Vic.) Council has let a $2.6 million contract 
to T. R. & L. Cockram Pty. Ltd. for an administration 
building designed by Yuncken Freeman Architects Pty. 
Ltd. A $933,000 contract has been let to A. V. Jennings 
Industries (Australia) Pty. Ltd. for the University's third 
residential complex, Chisholm College, designed by 
Chancellor and Patrick. 
If The Manilla Presbyterian Church illustrated in C-S 
No. 216, Dec.-Jan. '71, should be credited to Ian McKay 
& Philip Cox, Architects in Association. For the Cowra 
Civic Centre the design was by Ian McKay & Philip 
Cox, Architects in Association and documentation and 
supervision was by Ian McKay & Partners. 

Illustrated is the S.A. Institute of Teachers building 
in Greenhill Rd., Parkside, and it accommodates three 
storeys of off ices, a 300-seat auditorium and a library. 
It is a concrete structure with vertical board off-the-
form striations to the surfaces both in-situ and precast. 
Sun hood projections enliven the fenestration. By 
extending vertical projections to the roof line a formal 
rhythm of column spacing is suggested. The massing 
and arrangement of the office block and auditorium 
is open, informal and picturesque, given emphasis by 
the metal skillions to the stair well and stage area. 
Architects: Cheesman, Doley, Brabham & Neighbour. 
Builder: E. A. Watts. Cost: $400,000. 

¶ Proposals for the Rocks redevelopment scheme (see 
C-S No. 207, Feb. '70) have been released. Within a 
few weeks, tenders will be called for the first leases 
to property in the $500 m. plan. High-rise commercial 
and residential blocks are located toward the ridge in 
the 53 acre area and other developments gradate in 
height to smaller buildings facing Sydney Harbour. 
Large areas for pedestrian use are provided as are 
locations for theatres, restaurants, international hotel, 
motels and shopping facilities. Importantly, some build-
ings of historic interest will be retained. 

¶ Melbourne's Civic Square again: The Council's build-
ing and town planning committee has agreed to write 
to Lord Llewellyn-Davies, Professor of Urban Planning 
at the University of London, asking if he would be 
interested in drawing up a scheme for the square. So 
much for the local bloke and that competition. If he 
agrees the council will slightly redress the penchant 
of private enterprise in Melbourne for engaging con-
sultant designers from the other side of the Atlantic. 
¶ The Melbourne press released the news that the 
Melbourne City Council had issued 1970 building per-
mits worth a record $123.6 million, and on the same 
day the Minister for Local Government, Mr. Hamer, 
called on the council to prepare for the city's future 
development by setting up "a full-scale" city planning 
department: "The last thing we want is a city of con-
crete canyons hedged with monolithic office buildings 
and populated only during business hours" he said. 
However the so-called "Golden Mile" is already suffer-
ing from the lack of a range of central quality services 
and activities to offset the numerous aggrandizing 
prestige office blocks with their lifeless plazas and 
street-floor foyers. Present single-minded economic, 
social and architectural vision encourages nothing 
more than single-lot, single-use redevelopment. A few 
days later the Vic. Govt. announced it had formed 
MURLA under the chairmanship of banker R. B. Roscoe 
— the Melbourne Underground Railway Loop Authority 
to spend $80 million on public aggrandizement. 
¶ The Perth Regional Transport Study carried out last 
year under the direction of Dr. Robert Nielsen (See 
C-S No. 208, March '70) recommends the development 
of a 65 mile network of busways and the phasing out 
of 40 miles of suburban rail services. The proposal 
would cost more than $400 million up to 1989. The 
railway reserves would be used to form part of the 
busways network and after 1989 allow conversion to 
more sophisticated transport methods — possibly an 
electric railway. 



A pleasing example of the modern trend in retail store planning, this 
photograph shows one section of the recent extensions to Grace Bros. 
Department store in Chatswood, N.S.W. Intelligent planning and decorating 
have produced an air of spaciousness and good taste and attractive 
surroundings in which customers can view the merchandise in comfort. 

The unusual octagonal design of the upper gallery has been carried down to 
the main floor area where large triangles of brown and white sheet vinyl 
flooring have been installed with separating feature strips in gold, black and 
white. Flush fitting fluorescent lighting under the gallery and in wall 
pelmets supplements the natural daylight coming from above the gallery 
providing an excellent light level throughout. Circular display tables covered 
in brilliantly coloured cloths are a pleasing contrast to the straight-line 
concept of the gallery and floor. The vinyl flooring is Valargo Coronelle 
Vinyl Corlon from Armstrong-Nylex. The installation was carried out by 
Flooring Services Pty. Ltd. assisted by technical personnel from 
Armstrong-Nylex. Interior design by Mr. John Moulders of Grace Bros. 
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