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¶ Robin Boyd reported in the "Australian" 14/11/70 
speaking at the opening of the new architecture build-
ing at the U of Newcastle: "Successful architects were 
usually successful for any of a dozen reasons other 
than a talent for design. The most effective talents 
were administrative, golfing and financial, in that order. 
The latest trends in architecture amounted to the new 
revolution against architecture. It is directed against 
nearly everything that the art of architecture once 
stood for — including dignity, unity and permanance 
— and it is an internal revolt coming from inside 
architecture. The ancient art is being attacked by 
both its wild young theoreticians and its square old 
practitioners. Under the new revolution, the quality of 
the environment was becoming more important than 
the appearance of each building. This new revolution 
is married de facto to much of the youthful social 
dissent of the day. It is moralistic again, just as much 
as the old modern architecture, but with a new set of 
morals. Its principal tenet was social responsibility and 
an ordinariness in building. One of the aims was to 
make each building look deliberately dumb, familiar, 
speaking the taste vernacular of the ordinary man in 
the street. Only a few embattled believers in good 
building were left. The new revolutionaries think of 
traffic control, pollution, slum rents, conservation, 
housewifely boredom, afforestation, noise control, civic 
politics and a dozen other social problems as of about 
equal importance in their calling to the design of 
buildings. 

Illustrated are two drive-in take-away food shops in 
Melbourne which involve architects in their design 
and they come soon after the rash of Red Barns, 
Colonel Sanders', Grannie's etc. where the designers 
remain anonymous. The operative notion is that for 
commercial success, the shop should attract the custo-
mer by visual impact with a pow rather than a pop. 
Such designers strive for the American Dream in their 
imagery, for symbols of egalitarian plenty, the good 
time, everything that Las Vegas represents, opulent 
"Pop", and something different from the other joint to 
remember it by. The Fishbowl is by architects Rom-
berg & Boyd — the prototype model perhaps for a chain 
of Fishbowls. A fibreglass sphere sits on the roof and 
penetrates into the servery area. The predominant 
colours are aqua and white with aqua in ascendancy. 
Luscious transparencies of the fare are back lit through 
circular windows in the servery wall. The whole thing 
is extremely well finished and could almost be de-
scribed as tasteful? But it is meant to be a gimmick 

as is Woody's 'Burgers by architects John Bish & 
Associates. It has no single shape symbol but the 
rounded corner is seen everywhere in the detailing 
and the dominant symbol is the lettering of Mr. 
Woody's name. The colours are white, brown and 
orange throughout, the base colour being white. The 
basis for criticism here is to estimate whether it is 
good "Pop", or is "Pop" best when it looks worst 
judged by "embattled believers in good building?" 
If Hugh Stretton, author of "Ideas for Australian Cities" 
in delivering the Walter Burley Griffin Memorial Lecture 
at the Academy of Science in October said that new 
urban development agencies should be outside the 
regular public service and be semi-autonomous. 
"Though it sounds childishly obvious people in this 
trade need a vivid sense of the complexity of city life, 
and the very diverse ramifications of almost any public 
intervention in city life. We are still afflicted by housing 
planners who don't notice what they are doing to the 
educational system, traffic planners who won't or can't 
imagine the social and environmental consequences 
of their actions, and economists who take an unduly 
narrow view of the costs, benefits and rationalities." 
If Before departing Australia, Peter Blake (see C-S 
No. 215 Oct/Nov '70) made additional prickly remarks 
about cities which, after the Oration, many Melbourne 
architects hoped he would: "Sydney is a staggeringly 
beautiful city, still potentially salvagable." "The first 
error in the U.S. was to give in to highway engineers 
who cut enormous scars through existing cities." "It 
seems irrational to me to attempt to develop a highway 
network for cities or suburban areas without at the 
same time developing mass transit systems to mesi 
with the highway systems. The two are intricately re-
lated; they are essential to one another." "It is an 
entirely new breed of people who move into the new 
high-rise units. They try to create their own community 
within such projects, but they don't really succeed 
because of the very nature of the projects." 



¶ 1970 is the year that will be remembered for Protest, 
Pop and Pollution. Authorities which have hitherto 
gone unchallenged suffered some dents in their armour 
from the parries of mounting active intelligent public 
questioning of their motives and methods. While 
associations for protecting inner suburban areas have 
been prickling for some time, 1970 saw Paddington 
safe, rubber-gloved hands off Parkville and a victory 
by a retreat of the Victorian Housing Commission from 
Carlton. Melbourne groups of professionals roundly 
condemned that authority becoming boss of urban 
renewal. Melbourne's fabled underground is the cause 
of a financing nightmare described by "Bulletin" 
21/11/70: " . . . increasingly looking like Sir Henry 
Bolte's very own F-111 project. It is shaping up as a 
vastly expensive construction work of dubious value, 
launched on the basis of scantiest research." A re-
search finding against the value and expense of an 
underground was brought to public notice. Bridge 
building again crashed in Melbourne, so very tragi-
cally in 1970. This town's city fathered civic square is 
now a generous gap in the townscape and its develop-
ment still a contentious issue. Brisbane's King George 
Square and Roma St. Gardens emerged after bitter 
arguments. St. Martin's Place as a pedestrian precinct 
is undergoing a trial period and public v. authority 
debate. Peter Blake on his visit talked about "Pop" 
which could be a term for Australia's paternalised, 
out-of-phase and censored culture except that "Dad" 
would be the appropriate transliteration, yet "Pop" is 
the imagery of Everyman's tastes which Blake would 
have as more vital. Before departing, he suggested 
that it was not too late to rescue Sydney and Melbourne 
from the worst excesses of pollution of the air and 
visual environment, particularly excess freeway spa-
ghetti. In the U.S.A. the traffic way designers had been 
a powerful group, but dedicated challenge had per-
suaded them that the solution was more detrimental 
to the city than specific spot relief to traffic congestion. 
The NCDC produced a lovely $15.00 book titled "To-
morrow's Canberra" outlining Canberra's proposed 
growth, while Eric Westbrook, director of the National 
Gallery of Victoria stirred our complacent notions with: 
"To live in Canberra would be appalling." "I am quite 
sure that one of the failures of Canberra is based on 
good taste — I don't know whether it was designed to 
make public servants more docile." "Taste is appalling, 
good taste is castrative. A good artist has never had 
good taste." "The architect is no longer, in fact, an 
artist but now he is almost entirely at the mercy of 
barbaric, uneducated clerks." "Magic is missing from 
the environment. If we are going to be trudgeoned and 
bullied from taste-merchants we are going to lose what 
magic there is." Pollution became an increasingly 
vital concern in Australia because President Nixon 
said he was worried about it. 

Although these illustrations of projects by Ian McKay 
and Partners come some time after the completion of 
these various buildings, it is an opportunity to compare 
them together. The first building shown is the Presby-
terian Church at Manilla, N.S.W. (documentation 
was done in association with Philip Cox). From the 
battered masonry base the seemingly thin planes of 

roof tiling point up in shapes that do not sit so com-
fortably on such flat ground, but this is probably due 
to the expectation of such forms being placed by 
F.L.W. on undulating turf in Wisconsin. The cave with-
in has studwork ladder frames sheathed in plywood 
reading like a progression of huge structurai mem-
bers. Natural finishes predominate here as with the 
exterior. The pews have solid backs and supports 
in keeping with the Mother Earth gloom of this 
evocative interior. Ian McKay and Philip Cox were 
responsible for the R.C. Church Hall and Kindergar-
ten at Mount Druitt, N.S.W. It is in the same spirit 
with similar aspirations to the Manilla church. With 
more prairie space around it, the forms are truly 
earth-hugging and earth moving has helped bury the 
subterranean bases of these tips. The interior of the 
kindergarten displays a range of bulky material surface 
patterns in the exposed brickwork and timber members 
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where the flat planes behind read as infill panels. With 
the Cowra Civic Centre, Ian McKay and Partners have 
been sensitive to a project in a city setting and to the 
secular function. The forms and finishes are more 
urtane and synthetic than in the churches. It is less 
concentrated in mood, informal and sparkling. The 
auditorium interior is more saturated with bright light 
and the furnishings and ceiling machine — crisp and 
fluidly plastic. Natural-finished brickwork this time is 
worried into a sound-absorbent subservient surface. 
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The interior of the Services Canteen at Woden, A.C.T., 
marries a thin wall network of angled glazing with a 
sombre crimped ceiling. The glass wall does not seem 
able to visually withstand the weight of the ceiling 
mass. This is a mannerist effect of delight. The angled 
lines of both wall and ceiling are consistent in pattern 
but one is emphatically a diaphanous plane, the other 
very opaque and solid. Both strongly express their 
respective qualities. 
¶ The U of Queensland Senate has approved a design 
by Robin Gibson for their proposed Great Hall to seat 
a 1240 audience. 
¶ Donald Wyllie, a partner in the architect firm of 
Ian McKay and Partners, Sydney, has been awarded 
the 1970 $2,500 St. Regis-A.C.I. scholarship. He plans 
to use the funds to survey ways in which architectural 
practice is organised under different national and 
economic conditions in a range of countries. 

If Robin Kornweibel, an associate in the Perth firm of 
R. J. Ferguson & Associates, architects is the recipient 
of the $2,000 R.A.I.A. scholarship sponsored by Hard-
boards Australia Ltd. He plans to use the scholarship 
to undertake a study of parks and reserves and their 
relation and value to urban areas. 
¶ J. H. McConnell of Adelaide has been awarded the 
R.A.I.A. Gold Medal in 1970. Lately a partner in Hassell, 
McConnell and Partners, he now practises with 
Stephenson and Turner. 
¶ A study on the reliability of factory-made building 
components has been carried out for the Sydney 
Building Information Centre. The authors are Brian 
Cassidy, architect, and John Emmerig. Copies of their 
65 page report can be obtained from the SBIC, 525 
Elizabeth Street, Sydney, price $2.00. 

With his common form-giving theme of the circle re-
lated to a larger rectangular mass which is modified 
with the battered line, Enrico Taglietti has shaped 
this residence for Dr. and Mrs. M. S. Paterson in 
Aranda, A.C.T. A split circle in plan is built up to 
varying heights forming garden walls and some of the 
external walls of the house. Eucalypts on the sloping 
site were preserved and the internal space of four 
interlocking volumes has views of these and distant 
hills. Views from within of surrounding houses and the 
approach road were blocked out. Construction is in 
grey concrete masonry and the battered fascias are of 
tallowood blending with the colour of the gums. Eave 
soffits are pine. The natural rock of the site was 
cleaned and is the low-maintenance garden finish to 
the site. Builders: Meli & Eglitis. 
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The Staff House, U of Newcastle, the N.S.W. Chapter 
Blacket Award for 1969 for architects Ancher, Mortlock, 
Murray and Woolley Pty. Ltd. complements their 
identical award for the Union Building at this U in 
1967. The newer building is sympathetic to the older 
in its finishes and form and to the native timbered and 
undulating site that Newcastle is so fortunate to have. 
Areas for relaxation, dining, etc. are located at various 
levels under the one big downward-sweeping roof and 
this line is continued along the top of a perimeter 
courtyard wall. A glazed wall opens into the court 
while the rest of the building has only a few small 
windows and an awkwardly splayed projecting shelter 
to the entrance. The materials are a warm brown clinker 
brick, dark brown glazed terra cotta roof tiles and 
natural finished timber roof structure. There are 50 
squares and cost, including landscaping, was $66,000. 
¶ Noel Lloyd Lyneham has been appointed assistant 
to Tasmania's Town and Country Planning Commis-
sioner, Neil Abercrombie. 

¶ The S.A. Chapter's 1970 Awards of Merit went to 
architects Dickson and Platten for the Taylor house at 
Millswood; the Public Buildings Department for the 
Cowandilla Experimental School; architects Snowden 
and Pikusa for the Split Level 3 project house (See 
C-S No. 212, July 1970). The S.A. Timber Achievement 
Award 1970 was for the Nixon house in Bellevue Heights 
by architect John Andrew. 
¶ The annual NCDC report proposes a new satellite 
town called Tuggeranong to commence in 1972 and 
house eventually 150,000 on both sides of the Murrum-
bidgee River. Eleven owners of 22,000 acres of freehold 
land in the area have been notified. Included are the 
show properties "Lanyon" and "Cuppacumbalong". 
Tuggeranong will, by 1975, be the location for all new 
housing. Last year's 11,000 increase in population was 
mainly housed in 2,600 dwellings in Woden-Western 
Creek and Belconnen. The report includes a short-term 
"action plan" for the redevelopment of the city centre 
of Canberra over the next 10 years so that it remains 
the largest centre in the A.C.T. region. 

¶ Those who value the best of old Melbourne were 
shocked to read the first press releases that the 100-
year-old Collins St. Independent Church was to be 
demolished to make way for a new development. 
Centaur Properties' spokesmen quickly reassured that 
the church remained in a $40 million redevelopment 
scheme with buildings including a 50-storey octagonal 
tower block with open spaces around the old building. 
Architects for the project are Peddle Thorp de Preu 
Pty. Ltd. 

If The Melbourne profession is amazed at Marland 
House, not only because it is emerging as this city's 
largest office tower with 151 acres of floor space, but 
is being clad in defiance of prestige norms with cheap 
stock tiling and is reputed to be of a very low cost 
per square. The 8000 square ft. plaza is to be finished 
in a pattern of glazed and unglazed tiles, and to en-
hance this expanse, the developers, Capital & Coun-
ties (Australia) Pty. Ltd. have invited Australian 
sculptors to compete for the design of a sculpture or 
fountain. The commission price payable to the winner 
for the completed work is $25,000. Some recent compe-
titions justify this method in finding a good design 
and sculptor but the final choice is dependant on the 
quality of the adjudicators. The decision here of Gor-
don Thompson, Elwyn Lynn and John Reed is surely 
to be impeccable. Architects and engineers for Marland 
House are E. & G. Kolle and Associates. 
¶ In Adelaide some 18 recently announced city centre 
developments are valued at $60 million. 

Cemac Brooks 

The Cemac Brooks group of 
companies provide a range of 
services to architects including 
the design, manufacture and 
installation of demountable 
and fixed partitions, 
office landscaping, suspended 
ceilings, computer floors 
and toilet divisions. 

Telephone: 
Melbourne 637811 
Sydney 274960 
Canberra 950414 
Adelaide 623674 
Brisbane 215099 
Hobart 343496 
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