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The real tell-the-truth Australian Expo '70 pavilion 
will remain standing in Japan after the show is over 
and this illustrated replica in timber and wires and 
electric bulbs meanwhile sits beside a real traffic tube 
in Brisbane. Continuing the Osaka Saga or Expo-se 
'70 of Australian visionary architecture, this car sales 
yard again toys with the legendary Australian form, 
the tall storey sky hook. Developments in principle 
from the original model are apparent. Firstly, fairy 
lighting as a dazzle similar to the traditional Australian 
art of bicycle embellishment has been grasped with 
both the frame and spoke structures. Secondly is the 
principle that sky hooks are like fairy stories and 
cannot sustain fables like cables and so the whole 
lot is supported on a central maypole column, mirrored 
to reflect the passing of real Australian cultural events 
on the road beside and in the salesyard. 
¶ The R.A.I.A. S.A. Chapter has established a triennial 
award, the George Gavin Lawson Post-Graduate Re-
search Fellowship in Architecture for institute mem-
bers who are graduates of recognised S.A. schools. 
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Pettit and Sevitt are the success story in employing 
the architect for quality mass produced houses. The 
firm has usually operated in the 14 square to 20 square 
area (130 square metres to about 185.7 square metres 
— think of it as roughly square yardage. In metric 
there is no equivalent unit to the 100 multiple of the 
squared anthropometric foot), but this one is 11 squares 
in area (about 102.1 square metres). It is designed 
for the Sydney market by Melbourne architect Neil 
Clerehan and in an operation arrangement with the 
Sydney architects Ancher Mortlock Murray and Woolley. 
A brick veneer, it has simple neat planes of bagged 
brick, an opening and closing form under its flat roof, 
cedar frames, laminate faced cupboards and costs 
under $9,000. 
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Another incursion by Melbourne architects into the 
Sydney project house field is the firm of Cocks and 
Carmichael for Civic Construction Co (Aust.). Basically 
a brick structure, the most interesting device is a 
timber structured and battened courtyard pergola 
which according to the movement of the sun during 
the day enlivens the mood of the lounge, kitchen and 
family room which open into the courtyard with its 
pergola shelter. 
The X-2 by Cocks and Carmichael was the over 
$16,000 winner of the NSW Chapter 1970 Project House 
Design Award and the Neil Clerehan house was a joint 
winner in the under $12,000 cost award. A Pettit and 
Sevitt house "Shingle" with architects Ancher, Mort-
lock, Murray and Woolley shared this category award. 
The "Curvillinear" by the same builders designed by 
Harry Seidler & Associates won the $12,000-$16,000 
category. 
¶ The N.S.W. Chapter of the R.A.I.A. has announced 
its other awards for 1970. The Sir John Sulman Award 
was given to the Government Architect, E. H. Farmer 
for the design of the Marsden Retarded Children's 
Centre in Parramatta. The Blacket Award for buildings 
in rural areas or centres was given to architects 
Ancher, Mortlock, Murray and Woolley of Sydney for 
for their design of the Staff House at the U. of New-
castle. The Williamson Award for housing was won by 
Philip Cox and Associates for the Hawkins Residence 
at Cheltenham. The Civic Design Award was shared by 
the N.S.W. Commissioner for Main Roads, R. J. S. 
Thomas for the design of the Newcastle expresssway 
and Neil Burley for the design of the hoarding around 
the St. Philip's site at Church Hill, Sydney. 
¶ John C. Janicke has been appointed the first director 
of the R.A.I.A. Victorian Chapter. 



The new King George Square and the Roma St. Gar-
dens, Brisbane, are now complete. The old Methodist 
Church comes out of the whole situation very well. 
The massive S.G.I.O. building casting its huge shadow 
across the square is a backdrop to this modest brick 
Gothic Revival church. The quaint quality is what lifts 
the heart. Perverse but true. The new square does not 
enhance the city hall — its size and form flattens 
the entry portico in scale. People nevertheless are 
using the square. A few muso-groups and stalls operat-
ing in the area would give it real life. Architects for 
the State Government Insurance Office building are 
Conrad & Gargett. 
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At first glance the administration building for the 
Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation at Port Melbourne 
has withdrawn sunken columns and curtain walls 
behind the plane of floorless balconies. At the next 
glance it reads as flawless sunhoods extending beyond 
the thick and thin of column and glazing forming the 
inner cuboid. It is an enjoyable classicising compo-
sition with tasteful mannerisms. Architect: Best Over-
end. Engineers: W. P. Brown & Associates. Builder: L. 
F. Pyke & Sons. 
¶ The W.A. Chapter of the Consulting Engineers 
Association has published a book titled "Earthquake 
Resistant Design" which recognises that Satanical 
vibrations of the crust claimed by insurance companies 
to be acts of God do occur in this country. The book 
is obtainable from G. Kateiva, Treasurer, 196 Adelaide 
Terrace, Perth. Cost: $5.00 plus postage 15c and 45c 
airmail. 
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In S.A., on a triangular site bordered by two roads and 
a fauna reserve, architect Ian Turner has built his own 
house. As a conventional plan would have meant the 
destruction of many of the encircling gums which 
make this island site so attractive, he adopted a 
2-storey plan in the round, creating a twelve sided 
house. Living areas are grouped around a central 
cruciform pier which supports floor and roof spans 
from the external walls. Projecting balconies extend 
living space out among the upper branches of the 
trees. Enclosing walls ensure privacy to outdoor courts. 
White painted walls, cedar shingles and dark timber 
are pleasant finishes to this otherwise formal design. 
Builder: Shelton Constructions Pty. Ltd. 

¶ The Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning at 
the U. of Adelaide is currently advertising the post-
graduate Clive E. Boyce Fellowship (value about 
$2,000). Applications to the Academic Registrar, H. E. 
Wesley Smith, close on October 23rd, 1970, and 
enquiries should be addressed to the same. 

¶ The Tasmanian firm of architects, Lawrence Howroyd 
and Associates, are designing a new mining town in 
Australia's north-west. For 1500 people the town is 
sited on the edge of the Great Sandy Desert at Shay 
Gap, one of the hottest and most inhospitable places 
in the world. The U.S.A.-Australian consortium of 
Goldsworthy Mining Ltd. have engaged the firm on 
this very challenging design. 
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This is how Block 8, Royal Brisbane (formerly Brisbane 
General) Hospital looks before being connected to the 
future Block 7 at its eastern (far) end. Lower floors 
are largely used by the Queensland Radium Institute 
while the upper four floors are devoted to Pathology. 
It has been built in three stages; concrete encased 
steel frame with in-situ floors, precast wall panels, 
double glazing with enclosed venetians. Radiation 
areas in stage two are protected by the atomic power 
plant practice of mixing steel aggregate into concrete. 
Walls in places are up to 24" thick. Elevations are 
treated boldly to suggest the rhythm and depth given 
by verandahs on the earlier buildings. Architects 
Conrad, Gargett & Partners, with electrical and me-
chanical engineers A. E. Axon & Associates; structural 
engineers Alexander, Browne, Cambridge & Partners, 
and quantity surveyor Adam McNeill. Builders were: 
Stage 1: Hospitals Board day labour; Stage 2: K. D. 
Morris & Sons Pty. Ltd.; Stage 3: C. P. Hornick & Son 
Pty. Ltd. 
IT Queensland's biggest individual hospital project, the 
14-storey Block 7 complex at Royal Brisbane Hospital 
which will cost $13 million will commence construction 
soon. Architects: Conrad Gargett and Partners. 
¶ On the occasion of his elevation to professorship, 
Dr. F. W. Ledgar, head of the Melbourne University 
Department of Town and Regional Planning, is reported 
to have warned that both Melbourne and Sydney are 
"fat" cities which will suffer severe diseases of their 
arteries and eventual stoppage of the heart if current 
piecemeal development continues. Existing planning 
authorities seem limited in their effectiveness without 
an overall State Planning Authority to ensure that 
stress on existing centres is relieved. Planning is a 
process which must proceed slowly, at a rate natural 
to the urban ecology. For this reason, large urban 
renewal schemes, hastily carried out, are to be viewed 
with alarm. The "Sun" (7.7.70) continued, "If Melbourne 
was a virgin site and Prof. Ledgar had his way, the 
city would be 100 miles long and four miles wide -  
'because this would suit the land'". The long thin 
city is a notion which is rapidly gaining support from 
planning and transport experts. Theoretically, it seems 
clear that this city-form may show some advantages 
in terms of accessibility, amenity, and services. Small 
experimental schemes have been proposed by Bakema 
for new towns in the polders of the Netherlands, and 
one has been built at Ashdod in Israel. Because of 
their size, no real measure of the success of the 
linear-form as a planning principle can be made. It 
may well be that Australia, with an increasing demand 
for new towns as mineral resources are discovered and 
exploited, is ideally suited as a test-bed for further 
development of the linear-city principle. 
¶ Dr. S. M. Bruening, executive vice-president of 
Social Technology Systems Inc. of Massachusetts, 
U.S.A., has been invited by the S.A. Government to 
investigate and report on the MATS plan with a view 
to leaving the way open for maximum use of flexible 
public transport systems. 
¶ The N.S.W. State Planning Authority has approved a 
$24 million 50-storey 612 ft. building for the A.M.P. in 
Sydney behind its present building at Circular Quay. 

IT  In July (20.7.70) the "Morning Herald" of Sydney 
published a diagram prepared by the Urban Systems 
Corporation Pty. Ltd. of North Sydney, laying out the 
ministries and public bodies having control or in-
fluence over specific aspects of Sydney city develop-
ment. It illustrates the point that myriad authorities 
and their sometimes insular requirements must be 
referred to and satisfied in each new move in city 
growth or change. Too often these requirements seem 
disparate or at cross purposes. Here's the rundown for 
Sydney under State ministries: PREMIER — Premier's 
Department, Public Buildings Advisory Committee, the 
Goodsell Committee, Police Department, Police Traf-
tic Branch. TREASURER — Treasury Department. 
EDUCATION — Education Department. LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY — Departments of Labour and Industry, 
Lifts and Scaffolds, Excavations, Factories and Shops. 
CHIEF SECRETARY — Chief Secretary's Department, 
Theatres and Films Commission (Theatres and Public 
Halls). TOURISM — Department of Tourism. PUBLIC 
WORKS — Public Works Department, the Government 
Architect, Opera House. LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND 
HIGHWAYS — Local Government Department, City of 
Sydney Parking Advisory Committee, Sydney Cove 
Redevelopment Authority. DECENTRALISATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT — the Development Corporation of 
N.S.W., Hotel Accommodation Advisory Committee. 
TRANSPORT — Ministry of Transport. LANDS — 
Lands Department (Public Roads), Moore Park Com-
mittee. AGRICULTURE — Agriculture Department. 
HOUSING CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES — Ministry of 
Housing and Co-operative Societies. HEALTH — 
Public Health Department, Air Pollution Advisory Corn-
mittee. These authorities are grouped and linked by 
an arrow each to a central ink blob in the diagram 
which represents Sydney's formed growth. But that's 
not all. The following are grouped and prick at the 
blob with their own arrows: 1. Council 2. Maritime 
Services Board, Metropolitan Water Supply and Drain-
age Board. 3. Public Library, Art Gallery, Australian 
Museum, Technological Museum. 4. Board of Fire Com-
missioners, Civil Defence Organisation, Fish Marketing 
Authority. 5. Valuer-General's Department, Electricity 
Commission, Department of Main Roads, State Plann-
ing Authority, Ribbon Development Committee, Height 
of Buildings Advisory Committee, Circular Quay Advis-
ory Commmittee, Sydney County Council (Electricity 
Supply). 6. Department of Railways, County of Cum-
berland Passenger Transport Advisory Committee, Dep-
artment of Government Transport (Buses), Department 
of Motor Transport (Cars, Taxis, Traffic Lights), Traffic 
Advisory Committee, Sydney Harbour Transport Board 
(Ferries). 7. Park Trusts, Sydney Cricket Ground Trust, 
Sydney Sports Ground Trust. 8. Domain, Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Sydney Farm Produce Markets Authority. 
9. Housing Commission. 10. Hospitals Commission, 
Ambulance Transport Services Board. The Australian 
Gas Light Company also has its contribution to 
services. And then there are the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment Authorities: P.M.G.'s Department, Department 
of Civil Aviation, Navy, Army, Department of the Inter-
ior, Works, Australian Stevedoring Industry Authority, 
Commonwealth Bureau of Roads. Finally there are the 
Courts: Licensing Court, Land and Valuation Court. 
Admittedly all the interests represented by these 
groups should be part and parcel of this city's estab-
lishment, but such a long diversified list surely speaks 
eloquently for an over all co-ordinating authority. 

¶ The Fed. Gov't which has recently deplored the 
pressures being created by the building boom has 
approved to build office complexes in Sydney and 
Melbourne to the total value of $15 million. As an 
example of the boom the Melbourne C.C. has this 
year already issued permits for building in the Golden 
Mile valued at $108 million, triple that of 1969 and 
better than the 1966 record. 

¶ The $10 million Kingsgate project has commenced 
construction on a prime site at Kings Cross. A 22 
storey 252 room motel tower rises from 5-storey podium 
building. The developer is the Summit Organisition 
of Australia and architects are Hawke and Pereira. 



¶ The latest chapter in the continuing story of Mel-
bourne's City Square reads like an episode of the 
"Power Game", written by W. S. Gilbert. It all began 
when the Melbourne City Council announced that it 
was calling tenders for proposals to develop land 
adjoining the east side of the square. The successful 
tender (on the second round) was submitted by Star 
Holdings of the U.K., who apparently won on the basis 
of the highest ground-rent for the 99-year lease on the 
land made available by the City Council. Income from 
the lease of this land would be used by the Council to 
offset the cost of acquisition of land for the City 
Square itself. Star Holdings' submission contained the 
design for a 53-storey hotel and office building. (See 
C-S No. 212, July '70). Since the inception of the City 
Square some years ago, it was obvious that the out-
come would include a very tall building. Predictably, 
the announcement of Star Holdings' successful bid 
has met with strong resistance from politicians, rate-
payers, landowners, estate-agents, architects, students, 
anti-pollution experts, and anybody else who could 
see no way of turning the project to their own financial 
advantage. During the recent election campaign for 
City Council seats, the square and its adjoining devel-
opment became a political issue supported by sitting 
councillors, and the Anti-Knockers group; and opposed 
by the Save Our Square Committee, candidates for 
vacant seats on the Council, and the R.A.I.A. (Vic. 
Chap.) — apparently a simple situation crystallising 
into easily defined factions. The people involved, how-
ever, are so richly intertwined politically and profes-
sionally that the lineage of Nanki-poo, Yum-yum, 
Pooh-bah et al. seem childishly simple by comparison. 
The leader of council support for the project is Sir 
Bernard Evans, architect, chairman of the council's 
Town Planning Committee, one-time Lord Mayor and 
originator of the idea that the corner of Collins and 
Swanston Streets was an ideal site for a dignified city 
space. The present Lord Mayor, Cr. Ted Best, publicly 
gave his support to the scheme in an explanatory 
letter, but gave no recognition of the objector's argu-
ments. The project is opposed by the Save Our Square 
Committee, formed by Mr. R. R. White who is a trustee 
of the Theosophical Society who own a building and 
some land which the council wants to acquire and lease 
to Star Holdings. The SOS Committee also includes Dr. 
Stephen Murray-Smith, educationalist David Yencken 
of Merchant Builders, Ian Rice, buisnessman and son-
in-law of a previous Lord Mayor (Curtis) and Peter 
Kortschak, architect, candidate opposing Sir Bernard 
Evans in the council elections and, coincidentally, 
one-time associate of the architect whose design for 
the 53-storey building is the centre of controversy. 
SOS gained support from other election candidates 
including Edward Billson, architect, and Robert Peck, 
also an architect and soon to become newly elected 
(and youngest) councillor for Smith Ward. Their objec-
tions basically were that the people of Melbourne had 
not been invited to participate in forming the propos-
als for the square; that the project should be open to 
public debate; and that consideration be given to 
providing acceptable aesthetic and environmental 
qualities. This seemingly reasonable request was given 
short shrift by both Sir Bernard Evans who declared 
that as far as he was concerned the development was 
a going concern and the public was happy about it, 
and Mr. Tony Sallmann, for the managing agents, who 
bluntly refused to take any notice of any critcism 
whatever. SOS was also vehemently opposed by a group 
calling themselves the "Men from Anti-knock" whose 
support for the project consisted of knocking the 
knockers. The leader of this group expressed surprised 
innocence when it was revealed that its membership 
was similar to Sir Bernard Evans' election campaign 
committee (which included some prominent architects). 
Into this civic Plain of Jars, mounted on the white 
charger of environmental responsibility, and armed 
only with vulnerable pride, rode the R.A.I.A. (Vic. Chap.), 
who formed a committee to examine the project and 
report their findings. This they duly did and the report 
was "leaked" to "The Age", (12.8.70). The report criti-
cised the proposed development for being "similar to 

the approach of the cheaper commercial developers in 
other parts of the city", and revealed that "there was 
no encouragement to tenderers to respect or protect 
the public amenity of the square, only an invitation to 
exploit the ground beneath it". The report went on to 
recommend the establishment of "a joint committee 
representing the council, the professions and the 
public to act as a commission to initiate and be res-
ponsible for the City Square in all stages of its devel-
opment". It also stated that "the Council appears to 
be consciously ignoring public opinion and keeping 
its activities and intentions, if not secret, at least 
clouded enough to discourage public debate and 
public interest". Strong words indeed and clearly sup-
porting the arguments of SOS and its allies. Sir 
Bernard Evans alleged that the report contained er-
rors; but, when challenged to specify them, fell silent. 
The Institute, (whether as an attempt to mollify Sir 
Bernard, or for some other reason which has never 
been made clear) declared that the report as "leaked" 
to "The Age" was incomplete and would not be avail-
able for official publication until the day after the city 
council elections. In fact, the report was completed 
and in the hands of the newspaper editors well before 
the election day: but, after a hurried conference, 
which included two senior members of Chapter 
Council at the City Council offices, the Institute 
placed an embargo on its publication. For what-
ever altruistic or other reasons the Institute may 
have had, this move may have affected the election 
results in at least one case. Peter Kortschak failed 
to unseat Sir Bernard Evans — a predictable and 
undesirable result for opponents of the square propos-
als. One lesson is clear: if the Institute is to involve 
itself in public issues it must expect also to be involv-
ed in politics. Once involved in politics, a policy must 
be formed and adhered to, regardless of any dents 
that may be made in its public image by ignominious 
defeat. That is the price that anyone must be prepared 
to pay for holding an arguable opinion. Now that the 
battle for the city square has quietened down, only one 
question remains unanswered: Why choose to make 
a public square on land facing the ugly side of the 
Town Hall and the back side of the Cathedral? 
Perhaps it is because, in Melbourne, the sacred and 
the profane still stand arms folded, back to back, un-
willing to come to terms with each other. 

¶ Is it possible that a half hour television programme 
with film on project houses, interviews with architects 
and other building industry professionals and with 
architecture educationists, displays of new products 
and handyman hints, video tapes on building product 
manufacture and installation methods could obtain 
the elusive and necessary ratings to keep going? Yes. 

Melbourne's commercial station Channel 0 has a pre-
lude for viewers before they set out on the local 
weekend pastime of touring the display homes. This 
successful Sunday morning programme "Building 
Today" hosted by genial Murray Jones has run every 
week for over one year now. So what? What are the 
ultimate possibilities of the TV media? Documentaries 
on the history of building have proven popular to the 
converted in national programmes. This show has an 
audience interested in current happenings in the 
building industry albeit the domestic do-it-yourself 
and buy-it-yourself levels, but the interviewer has 
frequently introduced in a segment the visionary pro-
fessional predictable though his views may be. The 
show proves that the medium is not at fault. 

¶ The Courier-Mail of 8.7.70 has a big spread advertis-
ing the Westfield Development Corporation's $20 mil-
lion Indooroopilly "Shoppingtown" and banners on 
page 8 of that issue: "It isn't the architecture that 
counts" and goes on with this gem: "When a housewife 
wants to get through the shopping quickly so she can 
hurry home to prepare dinner, she is not interested 
in the architecture or design of the shopping centre". 
Is this an explanation too of this extraordinary mix-
ture? — the designer had to hurry home and prepare 
dinner? Gherkin pavlova? 
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