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This is the new office of Yuncken Freeman Architects 
Pty. Ltd. The style expresses the restrained, firm 
character which is now a hallmark of these architects' 
work. It is a building which makes it possible to under-
stand the immense control and resolution that stands 
behind much seemingly simple design. The designers 
have been criticised for placing on a restricted corner 
site a building which should stand free in its own 
"space". This is so, but one must marvel at the skill 
which has welded this sort of building to such site. 
Both inside and outside the building, details are con-
ceived to enhance the overall clarity of the design. 
One of the few places where this strict differentiation 
is not completely realised is where the steps from the 
footpath meet the podium or stylobate of the building. 
The protruding nose of a step that comes out of the 
podium destroys the clear distinction between steps 
and podium. Structural Engineer: Irwin Johnston & 
Partners Pty. Ltd. Mechanical & Electrical: Lobley, 
Treidel & Partners Pty. Ltd. Builder: Construction 
Engineering Pty. Ltd. Cost: $250,000. 
¶ Adelaide architect J. D. Cheesman has been appoin-
ted chairman of the Federal Govt's Building Research 
and Development Advisory Committee. 
If W. R. Laurie, the 1966 recipient of the RAIA gold 
medal and the 1968 Clark Research Grant has died 
in Sydney aged 68. 
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¶ Three new buildings at the S.A. Institute of Tech-
nology are claimed to have "an appearance of unity 
of buildings designed by three architects of very 
different design philosophies", a unity resulting from 
instructions to use "driftwood coloured bricks, white 
off-form concrete, dark brown anodised aluminium 
window frames, grey vinyl coated decking". If this 
fashionable restriction to a limited palette or materials 
leads to such tepid unanimity of "tasteful" expression, 
perhaps the "unity" concept ought to be re-thought 
and the "very different design philosophies" given an 
opportunity to display themselves vigorously, to stimu-
late by complexity and contradiction rather than soothe 
by a facile blandness. Or if the aim is to achieve 
consistency, why start with three different approaches 
instead of one? The funny mixture of professional 
expediency (jobs for everyone) and aristocratic aesthe-
ticism (unity, like in Georgian terraces, you know) 
seems to characterise the design outlook of most of 
our tertiary institutions. And has it worked success-
fully? Have a good look next time you are at your 
neighbourly higher education centre. Working well 
within the unity frame of reference, the three build-
ings illustrated are: (top) Metallurgy and First Year 
Engineering; Woods Bagot Laybourne-Smith and Irwin, 
archts.; Kinnaird Hill, de Rohan & Young, str. engrs.; 
Mark Tostevin & Assoc., mech. & elec.; Rider Hunt & 
Partners, q. surveyors; cost $990,000; (centre) Union 
Building; P. R. Scrymgrou, executive architect S.A.I.T.; 
Hosking Fargher & Oborne, str. engrs.: Mark Tostevin 
& Assoc., mech. & elec.; Rider Hunt & Partners, q. 
surveyors; cost $420,000. (bottom) First Year Science 
Building, Hassell McConnell & Partners, archs.; Kin-
naird Hill, de Rohan & Young, str. engrs.; Mark Tostevin 
& Assoc., mech. & elec.; Rider Hunt & Partners, q. 
surveyors; cost $934,000. 
¶ As indicated in C-S No. 212 July '70, Peter Blake, 
editor of "Architectural Forum" since 1961 is to be 
the second speaker in the annual Melbourne Archi-
tectural Papers Oration. The date is Wednesday, Oct. 
14, 1970, and the place the Great Hall, Victorian Arts 
Centre. 
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These are two of the buildings for the Queensland 
Agricultural College at Gatton designed by the archi-
tects Bligh, Jessup, Bretnall and Partners in con-
junction with structural engineers Alexander, Browne, 
Cambridge and Partners; electrical and mechanical 
engineers P. R. Scott and Associates and quantity 
surveyors Kerry and Rainey. The first is the War 
Memorial Gymnasium which is robustly detailed with 
straightforward assembly of component materials. 
Structure is steel frame, suspended timber floor, 
brick walls, glass and baked enamel steel louvres 
protected from the sun by asbestos cement louvres 
and strawboard roof panels surmounted by galvanised 
steel roof decking. Painted and unpainted materials 
conform to the earthy colours that are used throughout 
the college and are part of the site itself. The com-
plete college complex is developed into a shady 
pedestrian area bounded by a perimeter roadway. The 
main floor of the gymnasium can accommodate a full 
size basket ball court or two volley ball courts and 
the change rooms also serve nearby sports fields. 
Building was by Barclay Brothers Pty. Ltd. 

The second building illustrated is somewhat isolated 
from the rest of the college and with good reason as 
it is the Intensive Minimal Disease Piggery and human 
beings can be one of the agencies whereby healthy 
residents may contract some bacon-debilitating ague. 
Much research was done by the architects in con-
junction with the college and the result is a fascinating 
progression through mating, farrowing, nursing, wean-
ing and finishing — all within a maximum-security 
minimal-disease environment. The building consists of 
10 wings enclosing 14 acres. Designed to a 3' 6" module, 
it is constructed with hardwood frame and concrete 
masonry finish. Obscure glazing giving a high level 
of daylight is oriented for sun control. The roof of 
"Trimdeck" over "Trilock" insulated with fibreglass 
follows the fall of the site over the complete area. 
Floors incorporate removable concrete or steel slats 
over drainage trenches designed to be self scouring 
and flushed twice weekly. Ventilation is from insect 
proof eaves and drawn along the floor trenches by 
large exhaust fans giving 25 air changes per hour. 
Teaching areas are kept separate — any demonstration 
is conducted before a sealed off observation area that 

ensures the students do not mix with the pigs. A pig 
pacifying noise level is maintained through the public 
address system so that any pig graduating from the 
college has a good knowledge of the top 40. Total cost 
of the project was $145,000 and ultimately the centre 
will house some 125 breeding sows and produce an 
equivalent of 2,500 pigs. Stage 1 comprising works to 
floor level was built by Barclay Brothers Pty. Ltd. and 
stage 2 by G. C. Strohfeldt and Sons Pty. Ltd. Hydraulic 
engineer was J. H. Cockerell. 
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Illustrated is the model for the new residence for the 
Vice-Chancellor of Queensland U. on slopes of the 
campus at St. Lucia. The core of the house is to be 
used for public receptions and functions and the 
wings which spread east and west are the private 
accommodations. White painted brickwork and a gal-
vanised iron roof with verandahs on the northern side 
and the airy elevation will be functionally appropriate 
to the climate and is commendably aimed by the 
architects John Dalton and Associates at a regional 
expression. Engineers: A. Tod & Partners. Builder: 
Wilson Barclay & Co. 
¶ The A.N.Z. Banking Group Ltd. and Sydney property 
developer Mainline Corporation Ltd. are to combine 
planning on their neighbouring properties at the 
Spring St. end of Collins St. Melbourne. Proposals 
involved are an office block and an international hotel 
with costs in excess of $30 million. Bates, Smart & 
McCutcheon of Melbourne and I. M. Pei and Partners 
of New York are the architects chosen in association 
to develop the project with Vincent Ponte of the U.S.A. 
as planning consultant. In the press release, spokes-
men for the companies hailed the combination of the 
local firm with the "bold imaginative skills for inte-
grated development" of the abroad firm. At the same 
time: "the site offers magnificent possibilities for a 
visionary concept that will harmonise with the sur-
roundings and provide open space and plaza develop-
ment with atmosphere in the Paris end of Collins 
Street". On the face of it this Paris boulevard micro-
cosm is apparently to be converted to the usual 
agoraphobic paved wastelands with tower blocks of 
recent so-called progress spotted along other portions 
of Collins St. and other Central Business District 
streets. Obviously projects of this magnitude must 
become commonplace to cope with growth, but is it in 
the right place at the right time? It will drastically 
change a closed urbane atmosphere hard won and 
presently cherished into an open urbane environment 
of an entirely different character which is assumed 
to be needed. Let them be, these too few bits of our 
cities that somehow evolved and are lovable. Informed 
local sentiment might in the long run be more pro-
gressive and valuable to the future scene than over-
seas-American standards (i.e. the international standard 
which hasn't much to do with the highest domestic 
achievements in the U.S.A.). 

If In may this year Richard Neutra returned to Germany 
on a visit to Vienna, his home town, where he died at 
the age of 78. One of the many inter World War Con-
tinental expatriates to America he commenced practice 
in California in 1925, and like his fellow countryman 
Schindler, built houses firmly rooted in the landscape, 
yet betraying their affinity to the European stream of 
the Modern Movement. His structures and writings 
have meant much to those who have followed this 
important architect's career. 



It might be as well to describe more fully than usual 
the material finishes to this, the Hall beach house at 
Point Lonsdale, Vic., for the cost was $9.20 per square 
ft. (9.3 square metres). Concrete block cavity walls, 
natural grey stand on a concrete raft slab floor spanned 
by exposed dressed pine gangnail trusses at 4'0" 
centres (1.2 metres) lined on top with radiata pine 
flooring, sarking and block cement 'Yeoman' tiles. 
Floors are slate tiled, windows western red cedar and 
joinery stained grey Cabots. The form has been treated 
as a quiet picturesque refuge amongst its flat ti-treed 
site which has no view of the sea but of other holiday 
houses hence it is closed in. Architects: Keith Reid 
and John R. Reid (partner-in-charge John R. Reid). 
Builder: Jones & Poole. House: 12 squares (111.4 square 
metres) and carport 4 (37.1 square metres). 

Perched on a narrow ledge won from rocky slopes at 
Lorne, Vic., is Prof. and Mrs. Sydney Sunderland's 
sweetly symmetrical holiday house but the internal 
arrangement is openly planned. The structure is oregon 
post and beam with pressure treated radiata pine wall 
cladding to stud framing internally and externally. 
All timber has been stained Cabots grey/mauve with 
carpets to match but cork tiling to service areas. 
Architects: Keith Reid and John R. Reid (partner-in-
charge John R. Reid). Builder: H. C. McEwan. The 
house is 9.3 squares (87.3 square metres) and cost 
$12.50 per square ft. 

The clients, Action Enterprises Pty. Ltd., wanted a 
reception hall with full catering facilities for 150 with 
separate restaurant for 50 people. Kyeema Lodge at 
Wembley, Perth, is the result by architects Summer-
hayes and Associates, a charmingly sloped skillion 
roofed and clerestoried structure with Swiss patterned 
roof tiles and painted brickwork seemingly back-
grounded to a garden, a garden of rocks and succulents, 
water and gravel and treated timber. 



Reproduced from a Canberra newspaper, this is com-
ment enough upon the architectural style prevalent in 
Canberra public building. 

¶ Published by Angus & Robertson in association with 
the Royal Australian Institute of Architects, "A Guide 
to Canberra Buildings" by J. R. Conner ($1.35) is to 
be welcomed as a useful guide to those hard to find 
buildings. The guide is comprehensive and compact, 
listing 252 items, with three indexes and four maps. 
Accompanying commentaries are straightforward and 
intormative but could perhaps have been a little more 
lively. In his introduction, one can agree with Conner's 
statement that Canberra is a kind of architectural 
potpourri, as almost every significant Australian archi-
tectural practice has contributed at least one building" 
but disagree with his parenthetical observation "This 
diversity is partly due to the policy of holding archi-
tectural competitions for the more important works". 
Out of 252 buildings, only eight are identified as being 
the result of competitions, and of these, three were 
prior to World War Il (Admin. Building 1924, War 
Memorial 1934, Melbourne Avenue Housing 1925) one 
is the eagle-on-ball-on-pole Australian-American War 
Memorial, and two (National Gallery, the Carillon) 
have not yet been built. Since W.W.II, then, a mere 
two buildings completed as the result of architectural 
competitions (Reserve Bank 1963, Manufacturers 
Mutual 1969). If this is correct, competitions could 
hardly be the cause of the diversity or have there 
been other competitions that the guide found not 
worth mentioning? 

¶ The Canberra Times commenting on Sections 51 and 
52 of Philip, the medium density residential develop-
ment close to Wodan, A.C.T., by Ian MacKay & Partners, 
reviewed Robin Boyd's articles in February issue of 
"A-in-A", and noted that Mr. Boyd did not appear to 
like the name "Swinger Hill". To the average reader 
perhaps the name does call up an ugly image of 
lynching parties seething around the nation's capitol, 
anxious to mete out rough justice to erring politicians. 
But that name, coupled with the peculiar sociological 
structure of Canberra's population and one of the 
highest birth rates in Australia, would undoubtedly 
cause disciples of Masters and Johnson to raise their 
eyebrows in orgiastic anticipation. With respect, the 
Commissioners for NCDC would do well to reconsider 
the name; a bad label can kill the sales of even the 
best product, as any adept image-maker will testify. 

¶ Construction began in May of 24 houses arranged 
in Radburn planning where dwellings will face an 
access road and backyards have access to commonly 
shared open space in Fisher in the A.C.T. It is a pilot 
scheme for Belconnen suburb 20. Ultimately the Rad-
burn scheme will cover the whole 270 acres of section 
20 with 960 houses built for 4,000 people. 

¶ The Fourth Australian Building Research Oongress, 
held at Sydney University, was a great administrative 
and social success but as a means of disseminating 
information about current research into the subject, 
"The Multi-Storey Complex", was less than satisfactory. 
Only one session "Shrinkage and Creep in Multi-Storey 
Buildings of Reinforced Concrete", discussed a spe-
cific problem of high-rise building in any depth, and 
gave up-to-date information. Most other papers were 
either too general or mere regurgitations of already 
well-known facts or both. Of the overseas speakers 
Harry E. Thompson of the US Dept. of Commerce, 
was perhaps the most stimulating with a well-de-
livered lecture on the "Operation Breakthrough" pro-
gramme by HUD. To many of those attending the real 
value of the Congress was that it afforded an oppor-
tunity to meet and talk with other people involved in 
the Building Industry and its problems and to ex-
change ideas and addresses. However, this is not — 
or should not be — the purpose of a congress. Par-
ticipants rightly expect that for the money invested 
in registration fees, travel and hotel expenses etc., 
they will at least be informed of the current state of 
research into the subject. This expectation was not 
met at the 1970 congress. It is to be hoped that the 
5th Australian Building Research Congress will either 
provide more nourishing fare, or not take place. 

¶ In August, Channel 2's Four Corners programme gave 
frightening illustration to the Senate special com-
mittee report on pollution. The segment concluded 
with images of raw sewage pouring out into the sea, 
fluffy clouds of detergent foam tumble-weeding across 
a once crystal creek and tangling in the edgewater 
growth and other images from various typically rub-
bished creeks etc. in Australia shown with a sound-
track to the stirring strains of "God Bless Australia". 
The Senate Committee believes that we, ourselves, 
are the enemies in our own environment, continually 
polluting it through carlessness or by default or in-
difference or sheer ignorance or defiance to the serious-
ness of the problem. A survey of the world pollution 
scene shown in a special on the same station some 
time ago, and worth repeating many times, reveals the 
inevitable extremes given no checks. 

Channel 2's film on the world pollution problem 
shocked viewers with revelations which, not so many 
years ago, would have been considered as the idle 
ramblings of a tenth rate S.F. writer. lit is inconceiv-
able that Lake Eyrie covering some 10,OOD square miles 
should be so polluted that animal life in its waters 
should now be reduced solely to garbage-nourished 
worms, or that rivers should be so foul they ferment 
and catch fire but these things are happening. The 
programme too briefly touched upon the relationship 
between the garbage explosion, population explosion, 
and improving living standards, which leads to a 
tantalising speculation: are planners and architects, 
by attempting to improve the environment — and hence, 
community living standards and life-support facilities 
unwittingly responsible for conditions which lead to 
an increase in pollution? And is that notion really 
carrying professional responsibility beyond the bounds 
of reason? More sobering than the film was a locally 
made postscript in which one of Australia's leading 
scientists put on an amazing display of sophistry. An 
American scientist's assertion that nuclear fallout was 
a pollution problem, which affects had been felt to 
some degree since Hiroshima, was discounted on the 
grounds that the supporting data for the argument had 
been published by Playboy Magazine instead of a 
scientific journal. This apparently made the data 
suspect; and from this opinion the conclusion was 
drawn that fallout was not a pollution problem. This 
surely was a shining manifestation of the scientistic 
as opposed to scientific attitude. 

¶ Opening Victoria's 45th Parliament the Governor pre-
ambling the coming legislation said a Victorian 
Pollution Control Authority will be established with 
powers to prevent the pollution of water, air and land. 
Justice may be seem to be done, or seen to be done 
or seam to be done, or may be . . . 
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