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Last August in issue no. 202 C-S published the result 
of a RAIA Vic. Chapter ideas competition for Mel-
bourne's proposed civic square. Since then the M.C.C. 
has continued to acquire the buildings and properties 
for the area and have stumbled on the Theosophical 
Society who refuse to sell their building, a Bronze 
Medal winner of many years ago. In May the Council 
approved for the civic square site what will be Aus-
tralia's largest commercial development so far, a 
$40 million complex containing an international stan-
dard hotel and prestige off ices, with ? acre around it 
next to the one acre civic square. The square is to 
be developed in mind as a landscaped visual link 
between St. Paul's Cathedral and the Town Hall but 
will appear more likely as a smallish forecourt to this 
giant development. In this decision lies any fault in 
the future civic space. The 650 ft. high-rise development 
illustrated here in model form is to be of reinforced 
concrete construction on a 21 acre site consisting of a 
6-storey podium building topped by a 53-storey tower 
block. It is expected to start in 1971 and be completed 
by 1975. The development was chosen from the M.C.C.'s 
own competition — amongst financiers. The successful 
developer is Star (Great Britain) Holdings Ltd. Archi-
tects and Engineers: E. & G. Kolle & Associates of 
Melbourne. 

These three recently completed buildings by Enrico 
Taglietti of Canberra display masterful handling of a 
highly personalised style. It is impossible to place 
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his work in a convenient stylistic basket marked 
"F.L.W." or "Scarpa", although in the meticulous 
handling of detail one can detect a leaning towards 
recent Italian work. His approach to his work indicates 
a deep involvement in the emotional values of forms, 
colours and spaces; and at the same time a recognition 
of the sociological, economic and technical require-
ments of the building programme, all of which are 
solved by a process of reconciliation rather than com-
promise. St. Anthony's Church (1) is based on the 
Vatican Council Il recognition of the centralised 
sanctuary; it is approx. 70' x 70' and seats 600 people. 
Walls, or rather external screens, are off-form concrete 
encircling a sloping-floored auditorium. The ceiling 
over this space slopes upwards into a perspex skylight 
located off-centre over the altar. The roof sits on a 
structural, and symbolic, cross of timber major beams 
intersecting over the altar and giving both "physical 
and spiritual support" to the church. The Dickson 
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Library (2) is again an exercise in structural, off-form 
concrete walls; this time supporting a roof with moul-
ded asbestos cement fascias. The library holds 30,000 
volumes of which 1/3 are children's books; and attempts 
to accommodate not only reading functions, but also 
to cater for exhibitions, music, school visits, etc., with 
the object of avoiding the rather sterile and dead 
atmosphere usually associated with municipal libraries. 
The building is cruciform in plan surrounded by a 
square wall which forms semi-private patios in the 
corners of the cross. The Sun-down drive-in theatre (3) 

is less spectacular, but a praiseworthy attempt to 
marry an isolated building into the surrounded acres 
of car-park. 
If Some comments which emerged from the students' 
convention in Sydney: R. Buckminster Fuller: "I am 
convinced that every child is born a genius and 
simply becomes de-geniused very rapidly through the 
misguided love of those who look after that young 
life .... all biological species that have become 
extinct have done so as a consequence of over-
specialisation." Roberto di Stefano: "Historic build-
ings are our memory — a city without the preservation 
of its architectural past is like a man with amnesia — 
the past gives point to the present." John Andrews: 
"We can't waste time in endless discussion — there's 
only 15 years left to rebuild the whole of man's en-
vironment." 



¶ The adult convention in Canberra seems to have 
been a useful summary of present day city conditions 
in Australia. No radical solution was advanced. The 
consensus was to deplore the mad rush to the already 
too big larger cities and the problems of population 
pressure. Decentralisation was advocated together with 
the aim of injecting quality into what we have instead 
of quantity. The political science delegate cautioned 
that the political likelihood of new towns was fairly 
small. Radical solutions are unlikely and Australia 
will probably continue as is, due to legislative, political 
and lay conservatism. 
¶ The A.A.S.A. student convention in Sydney emerged 
with joint winners of its competition for a design of 
an hypothetical school of architecture in a Sydney 
park: Murray Slovin and Kim Coleman of W.A. De-
signed by students in a park!? 

nit 
Fourth year students of the U of Melb. were engaged 
on paper in the problem of redeveloping a portion of 
inner suburban Fitzroy. The students decided to make 
a practical implementation. The Council gave per-
mission to convert a lawn bared patch near the Town 
Hall into an exciting children's playground. The illu-
stration show that there was an immediate acceptance 
by the local kids, even as the voluntary work progressed 
on sunk inexpensive sawn telephone pole lengths at 
differing adventurous heights. The playground design 
is of earth mounds and shrubs and poles and brick-
lined streams and child-scaled concrete pipe cylinders 
giving access to sandpits. The building activity and 
its result is a pleasant mixture with heart, and accept-
able in its warm intentions. 
IT Last May's State elections are over, but an important 
advertisement appeared on a half-page of the Mel-
bourne "Age" 23/5/70 sponsored by the Victorian Chap-
ter of the R.A.I.A. The ad asked all party leaders: "How 
clearly do you understand your role in shaping city 
and suburban expansion?" It challenged the parties 
to spell out their policies on issues including green-
belt zoning, slum clearance, preservation of historic 
buildings and the $2,616 million Melbourne transpor-
tation proposals. Varying statements of policy were 
stimulated to an utterance thereby. R. Gilling of Syd-
ney, on being elected the new president of the R.A.I.A. 
in May was quoted by newspapers: "Future elections 
will be fought over urban redevelopment. But let no 
Government use environment, pollution, and so on as a 
vote-catching gimmick. It is too important for that". 
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Flats at Woollahra, Sydney, comprise an 8-storey and 
4-storey block linked to it by architects Harry Seidler 
and Associates. The design is direct, functionalist and 
pragmatic a solution that salutes the architectural 
norms proposed by the Bauhaus. Built today it is 
fresh today, an excellent statement of form following 
function but with a Mediterranean flavour so suited 
to the Harbour, and distinctively and recognisably a 
Seidler design. For the 8-storey north block of 34 flats 
a system was devised where only three public access 
corridors were required. Taking advantage of the slope 
the main entrance is on the fourth floor. Bathrooms 
generally are internal and as required are provided 
with mechanical ventilation. The concrete structure 
with its columns, downturn beams and varying floor 
levels is clearly expressed and marked by the finish of 
exposed aggregate rendering. Consulting Engineers: 
P. 0. Miller, Milston and Ferris. Builder: S. Weider. 

Adelaide architects, Snowden & Pikusa have produced 
this pleasant design for a project house for builder-
clients Martens & Marshall. It is split level for sloping 
sites and has bedrooms on the upper level and living 
areas on the lower level. Rendered external brickwork 
is precise so that window openings appear as clear cut 
incisions in the outer plane of the wall. The price is a 
basic $12,600 for this 3-bedroom 2-bathroom dwelling. 
¶ An attractive trip to Expo '70 Osaka is promised by 
the Queensland Chapter of the RAIA for architects and 
others who can make a break from Sept. 3rd to 21st 
this year. For details of the rounded journey through 
Hong Kong, Tokyo, Kyoto, to Osaka and back, write 
to the Secretary, R.A.I.A., 243 Coronation Drive, Milton, 
Queensland 4064. 
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Having decided that the only type of construction for 
a tall residential building was bearing wall construc-
tion assuming there is not a need for large open spaces 
and very little need for flexibility in the arrangement 
of walls, David Krantz of Krantz and Sheldon of Perth, 
has produced this verticality pile of windmill planned 
stacks of flats around a quadrant core called Windsor 
Towers in South Perth. The exposure of assumptions 
is honest and likely backed by solid research: that 
column and cantilevering slab is more costly than 
load-bearing perimeters; that there is no need for 
major provisions of open space, surely a question of 
quality and not quantity as Jane Jacobs would suggest 
— perhaps qualitatively there should be much more 
open space and closed space, a conclusion substanti-
ated by even the most cursory of glances by trained 
eyes; that like a house it is not necessary to change a 
flat in plan until the current occupants have died or 
moved on, when a new family would like to impose its 
collective personality and needs on the existing fabric. 
It is a little large to maintain that there is not much 
flexibility required or desired in the creeping multi-
storey residential block form. Client: Bond Corporation. 
Engineers: G. A. R. Katieva & Partners. Builder: Multi-
plex Constructions Pty. Ltd. 

¶ John Fisher, writing in the "Australian's" series "Is 
Australia Necessary?", comments upon the personal 
degradation of people exposed to (and exploited by) 
the influences of the city. His arguments lead up to, 
but do not specify, the need for a Fine Arts Council 
type of authority to co-ordinate the city-image, and 
ensure that environmental clashes between individually 
"good" buildings are minimised. Before this is possible, 
it is necessary to remove a heavy veil of civic margi-
nalia in order to expose the real ugliness that lies 
beneath the surface. Our eyes are screened from this 
by a heavy camouflage of words, signs, instructions and 
exhortations. No real estimate has ever been done, 
but the number of words which assault the eyes daily 
must run into hundreds of thousands. We are being 
brainwashed by the message-makers into accepting 
superficial retinal images in lieu of true vision. The 
view presented by Fisher is a real eye-opener. 
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An interesting aspect of this 20-storey block of home 
units at Darling Pt., N.S.W., is that all external walls 
and spandrel panels are structural members and are 
precast. The precast members were joined with the 
in situ structure of columns, floors and service core, 
the thin precast panels permitting greater nett usable 
floor area more commerciable in this concrete tech-
nology. Considering multi-rise dwellings so far in 
Australia, this example has an interesting silhouette 
and fenestration. Architects: H. Stossel & Associates. 
Engineer: Thomas Jumikis. Owner, developer and buil-
der: I.P.R. Constructions Pty. Ltd. 
¶ Comment for the month: Hugh Stretton in his book 
"Ideas for Australian Cities" (published privately and 
distributed by the Australian Book Company) argues 
that the necessities from which the Victorian Housing 
Commission suffers have dictated a policy so bad in 
all the Western world only two or three cities of 
comparable size and wealth (i.e. Melbourne) can 
match it. 
¶ Dr. Fred Ledgar of the U of Melbourne's Department 
of Town and Regional Planning has been appointed 
the first professor in that department. 
¶ Peter Blake, editor of "Architectural Forum" of New 
York, has accepted an invitation to deliver the second 
Melbourne Architectural Papers Oration in October. 
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Over-pavement awnings are required by law in Brisbane 
and in this $1 million remodelling of a store for Mathers 
Pty. Ltd., architect Ralph Gibson has contributed a 
novel, attractive and workable solution to the man-
datory street canopy by making it of glass and steel. 
Light is allowed to nourish the planting in a concrete 
window box strip on the first floor level. From a restau-
rant at this level, diners have the interest of the foot-
path activity reflected in the awning within their view. 
If Arthur C. Collins has retired from head of the de-
partment of architecture at the Gordon Institute of 
Technology, Geelong, Vic. 
If Visiting N.Z. p.m. Mr. Holyoake laid the foundation 
stone for the new New Zealand chancery in Canberra 
designed in the Office of the Government Architect, 
Wellington. 
If The total value of buildings approved per month in 
Australia reached the record level of $273.2 m. last 
April. 
Error: The architects finally chosen for the design of 
the Dubbo Air Terminal were Hughes and Sim of 
Sydney and not the firm noted in C-S Issue No. 207, 
Feb. '70. 
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Illustrated is the Waverley court house and police 
station, Sydney. It has an intriguing composition of 
forms in face brickwork, glass and metal. That it is 
built in several levels adds to the glamour of this 
picturesqueness. Yet it has an appropriate solidity 
and air of formality reflecting the nature of the jobs 
done inside. Architects: The Government Architect, 
N.S.W. Builder: Max Cooper & Sons Ltd. Cost: $577,000. 

If A $6 million plan for Melbourne's Olympic Park 
facilities has been put to the park's board of manage-
ment by Honolulu-based Australian architect, Desmond 
Brooks. 

¶ C-S welcomes the first of its new advertisers. In-
quiries for advertising space should be directed to the 
Editor, Cross-Section, School of Architecture and 
Building, University of Melbourne, Parkville, 3052. 

Cemac Brooks 

The Cemac Brooks group of 
companies provide a range of 
services to architects including 
the design, manufacture and 
installation of demountable 
and fixed partitions, 
office landscaping, suspended 
ceilings, computer floors 
and toilet divisions. 

Telephone: 
Melbourne 637811 
Sydney 274960 
Canberra 950414 
Adelaide 623674 
Brisbane 215099 
Hobart 343496 
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