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The R.A.I.A Victorian Chapter presentations of awards 
last month showed that the once highly prized metal, 
bronze, has become inflated. Citations were given in the 
categories, educational buildings, commercial and 
multi-housing: to Daryl Jackson and Evan Walker for 
the Lauriston Girls' School, Malvern: to Yuncken 
Freeman Architects Pty. Ltd. for the State Off ices; to 
Graeme Gunn for town houses in Molesworth Street, 
Kew. The Bronze Medal was awarded to the school, 
the offices and the town houses. C-S's cunning car-
toonist Jonar seems to be suggesting why discrimi-
nate? Why not give everyone of the record submission 
of 54 entries a bronze? 
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The Lauriston Girls' School addition was developed in 
two stages, the first comprising a special studies 
building and the second a gymnasium, music school 
and studios for junior art and craft all at a cost of 
$435,000. The 3-storey special studies block is arranged 
on a very restricted site to form three sides of an 
open brick-paved court. The attached pitched skillion 
admits light to a studio. The fenestration truly mirrors 
the myriad interior activities which some would find 
exciting and others a little busy. Builders for Stage 1 
were D. R. D. Constructions Pty. Ltd. and for stage 2 
R. J. Grills Pty. Ltd. Engineer: J. A. Taylor. Mechanical 
Engineers: John Mansell. Acoustics: G. A. B. Riley. 
Quantity Surveyor: Donald J. Cant and King, Harding & 
Associates in association. 
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The Victorian Government's decision to build new 
offices behind the Old Treasury (it terminates Collins 
Street), set architects a challenge that could not be 
ignored. The Old Treasury is one of Melbourne's most 
loved buildings. The New State Offices are now finished. 
The low building on the right stands behind the Old 
Treasury, and from Collins Street, it cannot be seen. 
To the left is the block that one does see but only on 
turning out of Collins Street, The assymetry of the 
group is well suited to the angles of streets that meet 
the head of Collins Street. The design is austere and 
regular. It strikes a fine balance between being a foil 
against which one sees the older building, and being a 
group with their own firm image. However, the lack of 
any differentiation, that might mark out even an en-
trance, is disturbing. Cabinet Ministers and Junior 
Typists are not equal inside these buildings. Older 
Roman architecture would have reserved larger pedi-
ments for the former. The "new roman" with its broken 
mass to make different functions and zones of im-
portance "speak" would have made some distinctions. 
But the even tempered regularity and purity of "new 
greek" cannot make these distinctions. And if the 
buildings did make these distinctions, the Old Treasury 
might have suffered. The architects have provided the 
best solution. What should be questioned is the de-
cision to concentrate so much government accommoda-
tion around the Old Treasury Building. Architects: 
Yuncken Freeman Architects Pty. Ltd. Structural Engi-
neer: Irwin Johnston & Partners Pty. Ltd. Mechanical & 
Electrical: Lobley, Treidel & Partners Pty. Ltd. Lifts 
consultants: Lincoln, Demaine & Scott. Quantity Sur-
veyors: Rider Hunt & Partners. Builder: John R. & E. 
Seccull. Cost: $12 million. 
¶ Error: The Manufacturers' Mutual Insurance Ltd. office 
building in Canberra reviewed in issue No. 209, April '70 
has 3 floors of 504.25 square metres (5,500 sq. ft.) at a 
cost of $400,000. 
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For client builders, Merchant Builders Pty. Ltd. sepa-
rate 2 storey town houses with private ground-level 
courtyards and large external balconies which use the 
elevated site to provide magnificent views over park-
lands to the city. Construction is of concrete block 
walls, concrete floors and timber framed roofs. Pleas-
antly formed and arranged this complex was voted first 
by Victoria's professionals among the entries when a 
poll was set up through the Chapter magazine 
"Architect". Engineers: Vic Ramchen & Associates. 
Landscape Architect: Ellis Stones. 
¶ A comment for the month: the Royal Tour was well 
under way and gratifications were being happily ex-
changed between the family and those that met them 
until Prince Charles swam at Elwood Beach on Port 
Phillip Bay. "It was like swimming in diluted sewer-
age", he said. Retorted the mayor of the neighbouring 
beachside suburb of Brighton: "Prince Charles needs 
a good thump under the ear". If one must stick the 
head in the sand you will still find covering the cranium 
on withdrawal a filthy pollute film that needs washing 
off; in fact a solvent is required that is a solution 
to politicing smear which faces the reality of real filth. 
¶ Barry McNeill has been appointed head of the School 
of Architecture and Town Planning at the Hobart Tech-
nical College. 

The McMahon House at Austin's Ferry in Tasmania is 
a breath of fresh air in a spec-builder's wilderness. 
White-bagged brickwork is brought further to life by 
a burnt orange roof tiling and red curtaining glimpsed 
through slot windows framed in stained timber. The 
Sydney School of building is evident here and the 
term for this style of domestic architecture has become 
a geographic misnomer. Architect: Roy Heffernan. 
Builder: M. M. Smith. 
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Illustrated is the Flinders University Social Science 
Building in S.A. It has lively Corbesque angled-to-the-
sun walls of insitu concrete off timber forms within a 
reinforced concrete frame. The lecture theatre has 
mechanical warm air ventilation. Architects: Cheesman, 
Doley, Brabham and Neighbour. Builder: Wilckens and 
Burnside Pty. Ltd. 
¶ The Bulletin (18th April, 1970) has published an 
article by John Canady, a correspondent for New York 
Times, entitled "Architectural acrobatics and tech-
logical theatricals" in which he discusses Osaka Expo 
'70. The article should be prescribed reading for all 
architects, not only for its architectural interest but 
also for the qualities of authorship. The writer has 
obviously done a lot of homework before committing 
his hard-hitting opinions to paper. Critiques of this 
quality are rare in Australia: not because there are no 
writers, but because many architectural journal editors 
(being also practitioners) are wary of giving offence 
to their fellows. The Bulletin is to be congratulated 
for reminding us that there is a place for real criticism 
in architectural writings; and that the pen, in the right 
hands, is a mighty weapon. 
¶ On the recommendation of the NCDC the Federal 
Govt. has decided to site the National Art Gallery and 
the High Court of Australia on the foreshores of Lake 
Burley Griffin. The gallery competition winners Edwards, 
Madigan, Torzillo and Partners (see C-S No. 191, Sept. 
'68) must be relieved to have a definite piece of ground 
to build on. There should be a competition for the 
High Court building considering the worth of the 
gallery entries. 

The above figures were produced by the U of Melbourne 
Appointments Board from a survey of professionals last 
year and the chart was made by "The Age" for 14/4/70. 
It shows that dentists, doctors and lawyers top the pay 
poll of 16,000 Victorian professional workers and as 
vocational guidance the message is quite clear: one 
has a chance of doing better income-wise in six other 



professions before that of an architect. Perhaps one 
does not enter the architectural profession for digital 
money scoring, although many have, and they would 
have been better off being dentists, even dedicated 
dentists. 
¶ Letter to the Editor: I have been somewhat disturbed 
in C-S No. 208 your exercise in elementary arithmetics 
on the theme of the possible modular bricks dimen-
sions. I only can hope that this country will be spared 
horrors of 'metrication' which defines brick joints in 
decimals of a millimetre. I should like to refer you 
to ASA 148 — 1965 page 25, for information on dimen-
sioning modular components. You may be able to 
infer from the subsection 2.4 that modular blocks will 
be mostly probably dimensioned in multiples of 10 c.m. 
(not 100 m.m.) minus 1 c.m. Nominal modular dimen-
sions of 10 x 10 x 20 c.m. will result in the actual block 
dimensions 9 x 9 x 19 c.m. and brickwork joints 1 c.m. 
(not 6.25 m.m. or 9.375 m.m.) Yours etc. ZBIGNIEW 
CZECH. The disturbed editor has no answers but many 
questions: Is 100 m.m. not equal to 10 c.m.? Is the 
centimetre the mode of expressing measure in metric 
as against the millimetre expression? Who says? By 
what wondrous system of thought does one conclude 
that metrication automatically means modular construc-
tion? Have you talked to a bricklayer lately who has 
said, yes, Sir, I have changed my way of laying bricks 
so that the mortar beds are precisely 1 c.m. and my 
perpends too are exactly 1 c.m. although I have to 
puddle in extra mortar in the vertical joints to comply 
with A.S.A. 148 — 1965 page 25 subsection 2.4 but I 
have to handle bricks that are 22.5 c.m. x 11.2 c.m. x 
7.5 c.m. disgustingly impure in number because the 
brick manufacturer has the cheek to continue to 
produce the 9" x 4k" x 3" brick through his existing 
machines? When will the building-product-maker re-
tool his dyes in conformity to metric? Why should the 
manufacturer change anything but the advertisement 
of his product in feet and inches converted to milli-
metres, centimetres, metres, or kilometres? When will 
the metric system of measurement become legal in 
Australia, the way decimal currency did? The change 
is strange because metric measures of m.m., c.m., m., 
k.m. have no clear reference to the foot or ploughing 
strides or feudal acreage holding or even the useful 
square to which we are accustomed. 

The Sturzaker residence at Lot 1, Bolte Bay, Eildon, 
Victoria has a frontage to this beautiful reservoir and 
a view down its north axis in a heavily timbered 
natural bushland site. It has a timber construction 
throughout with steel deck roofing on Stramit insulation 
board. Interior walls are lined with plaster board while 
exterior wall lining is asbestos cement weatherboards. 
All exposed structural timber is rough sawn oregon 
and decks are formed from spaced jarah battens. A 
very pleasant holiday house. Architect: Albert Ross 
of Melbourne. Builder: Bruce Jones of Eildon. 
¶ Quote for the month: " ... to those who pose the 
question, 'What is the use of history?' the crispest reply 
is to suggest that they try to imagine what everyday 
life would be like in a society in which no one knew 
any history ... " (Prof. Arthur Marwick, author of 
"The Nature of History", MacMillan & Co. Ltd., London). 

These terrace houses at Broadway, Nedlands, in W.A. 
won a Clay Brick Manufacturer's Award. The accom-
modation provides 16 two-storey units and covered car 
parking for 26 cars. A private walled courtyard is 
placed to the rear of each unit. The brick walls are 
painted white externally and internally. Joinery includ-
ing stairs, doors, windows, verandah posts etc. are 
oiled jarrah. Roofs are red clay tiles. Architect: R. J. 
Ferguson. Engineer: Peter Bruechle. Plumbing consul-
tant: F. C. Korwill. Builders: W. T. Chamberlain Pty. 
Ltd. 

Trevor Howes of the Brisbane architects firm of Hayes 
and Scott has won the $1,000 Telegraph prize in a 
contest for a design for inner Brisbane redevelopment. 
Illustrated is his perspective for the entry. 
¶ Six Australian sculptors have been invited to com-
pete this year in the third $7,500 annual Comalco 
Award for sculpture in an architectural environment: 
Nigel Lendon, Max Lyle, John Davis, Lenton Parr, Tony 
Coleing and Ken Reinhard. Competitors this year are 
asked to submit maquettes for a piece of wall sculp-
ture for the toyer of a large city building, the theme 
being "Energy". 
¶ The W.A. Chapter of the R.A.I.A. announced that the 
winner of the W. H. Robertson Memorial Travel Grant 
was Raymond Hrabar. 
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Way back in September 1962 C-S complimented Amoco 
for their design awareness when establishing service 
stations throughout Australia. "Dear Neighbour, As 
you are no doubt aware our company is in the process 
of constructing a modern Service Station on the corner 
of Lancaster and Kitchener Roads, Ascot. We would 
like to take the opportunity of writing to you to explain 
some of the details concerning this development. The 
particular design we have chosen for this location is 
unique in Australia. The construction will be of a 
colonial style, designed to blend in with the character 
and atmosphere of the suburb of Ascot. We at Amoco 
feel this styling is very attractive and hope you will 
agree when you have an opportunity to see it in its 
finished state. Unfortunately, prior to commencing 
construction of the building, we were forced to remove 
the fine trees and shrubbery which were situated on the 
allotment. However, we intend to undertake a concen-
trated planting of trees and shrubbery to compensate 
for the removal of the previous growth. We hope that 
you will agree with us when construction is completed 
that our facility will be an asset to the area and that 
we will have the pleasure some time of meeting you 
and welcoming you personally to inspect our Colonial 
Design Service Station. Yours truly, Amoco Australia 
Pty. Ltd." And sure enough the service station really 
does match the quality of recent housing in the area. 
Not many architects show such consideration for their 
neighbours. 

The Howe House in the bush fringe of Sydney is an 
attractive material essay in brick and glass and timber 
and a form composition which suggests the rude lean-to 
in sophisticated composition. It is one of the now 
great number of the truly regional Australian versions 
of the romantic natural vision by one of its better ex-
ponents. The roof is metal deck, walls carmen brick 
and there are plastered ceilings and polished timber 
floors. Architects: Philip Cox and Associates. Cost: 
$23,000 for 232 square metres (about 25 squares). 
7 The Rocks, Sydney, redevelopment authority has ap-
pointed Urban Design and Planning Associates as its 
planning consultants, a consortium comprising: Ran-
kine and Hill, consulting engineers of Sydney; Bates, 
Smart & McCutcheon, town planners and architects 
of Melbourne; W. P. Scott & Co. Pty. Ltd., management 
consultants of Sydney. 
¶ The St. Vincent's Hospital in Melbourne is to have 
a new $800,000 medical research headquarters. Archi-
tects: Mockridge, Stahle & Mitchell. 



A GAZEBO AT KINGS CROSS 
Sydney's King Cross is well known throughout the 
world. For years its attraction has depended largely 
on its night life and the "in groups" who frequent its 
streets, cafes and bars. Then came the Chevron Hotel 
as well as the much photographed, very beautiful, El 
Alamein fountain and The Cross' attraction grew. Now 
it has the Gazebo Motel and another landmark. Built 
for Masters Hosts Motor Hotel Group the new Motel 
is reminiscent of the gazebos found in old English 
country gardens. Like them it is also a place to relax 
and enjoy the view. 

Built on the "flat plate" principle, the building has 
twelve external pre-cast columns. These are finished 
with exposed white marble chips as are the pre-cast 
wings which not only mask the edge of the concrete 
floors but also add to the building's appeal, and pro-
vide sun control and weather protection to each room: 
Air conditioning ducts are incorporated in the exterior 
columns. Seventeen of the building's 22 floors are 
above ground level and of these 16 are devoted to 
accommodation. Most floors have 13 suites with six 
special large suites available on the top three floors. 
Dark anodised aluminium window frames and solar 
bronze glass to reduce glare and control heat radiation, 
blend harmoniously with the marble chip finish on all 
exposed concrete. 

Ample parking has been provided for guests on four 
floors below ground level — an essential in this densely 
populated area. On the roof level is an enclosed swim-
ming pool with spectacular views all over Sydney. 

Careful consideration has been given to all aspects 
of interior decoration. This is particularly evident in 
the public areas. The reception area is finished in 
bright orange and red which harmonise with gold chain 
curtains and bronze vinyl coverings. This colour scheme 
is carried through to the adjoining dining room. Small 
silver table lamps, designed by Mr. Erwin Hacker, 
silversmith, retain the original shape of the gazebo. 
The gold chain curtains allow diners to look out but 
prevent passers-by from seeing in. 

Some 2,400 yards of Armstrong-Nylex Vinyl Wall Cover-
ing, in a special bronze colour, were used in corridors, 
dining and reception areas. This material was chosen 
for its decorative effect, functional properties and ease 
of maintenance. 

Design, construction, engineering and landscaping 
supervision were all carried out by the Fischer Group of 
Companies. 
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