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"Our design is quite different from that of Mr. Utzon 
and the design of the glass walls is the largest single 
contribution that we are making as architects to the 
project" says Lionel Todd of the succeeding Opera 
House architects Hall, Todd and Littlemore, comment-
ing on the glazing design illustrated above. It remains 
to be seen what sort of a contribution it is. 
A contract has been let to a consortium who have 
formed a company to undertake it: Vetro Glass Co. Pty. 
Ltd., Astor Glass Works Pty. Ltd., James Sandy Pty. Ltd., 
and Frank G. O'Brien Limited in consort is called 
Vasob. In the next two years the Vasob company will 
install 15,786 square metres (71,000 square feet) of 
glazing: glass supplied by Boussois Souchon Veuvesel 
the French company clipped to structural steel glazing 
bars on the inside with bronze strips on the outside 
between the sheets of glass. 
The N.S.W. Govt. has let the contract for the 6035.7 
square metre (65,000 sq. ft.) ceiling of the main concert 
hall of the Opera House to a Sydney contractor, 
Cemac Associated Ltd. The tender price has not been 
disclosed. Very politic. A contract for another major 
stage, the manufacture and installation of lighting 
has been given to G. E. C. Philips Opera House Lighting 
Co. Pty. Ltd., a consortium formed to carry out this 
special job. 
¶ Roy Andrew Brabham, a Fellow of the R.A.I.A. and 
a senior director of the Adelaide firm of Cheesman, 
Doley, Brabham and Neighbour, has died. The good 
quality of his firm's building design is well known. 
He was involved in the designs of Guardian House and 
BP House in Adelaide and the Napier and Law School 
buildings at the U of Adelaide. For the past five years 
he had spent much time in Sydney directing the firm's 
branch office there. Regretfully he was only 41 years of 
age, an age which is usually the beginning of a flower-
ing in most architectural careers. 
¶ Chairs in Town and Regional Planning and Building 
are being set up at the U of Melbourne. 
¶ The Canberra Forum 1970 to be held from Sat. 23rd 
May to Sat. 30th May is so very promising as it 
brings together so many disciplines to discuss the 
vital issues of "Towards Cities of the 21st Century:" 
the RAIA, the Royal Australian Planning Institute, the 
Eastern Regional Organisation for Planning and Hous-
ing, the Australian Institute of Landscape Architects 
and the Australian Architecture Students' Association. 
As well, experts from other countries will present 
papers to the gathering: Prof. Percy Johnson-Marshall, 
professor of Urban Design & Regional Planning, U of 
Edinburgh; Prof. T. J. Manickam, director, School of 
Planning & Architecture, New Delhi; Zvi Miller, princi-
pal of a firm of landscape architects in Haifa, Israel; 
Prof. John Andrews, emeritus professor of architecture, 
U. of Toronto, Canada; Dr. Kameko, a Japanese 
authority on industrialised building. Obtain a regis-
tration form from or send the completed registration 
form to before 9th May: the Forum Secretary, Canberra 
Forum, 1970, P.O. Box 597, Canberra City, A.C.T. 2601, 

May 1, 1970 

Photos: C.A.T. Macquarie U. 
The Union Building at Macquarie U. is now complete 
(See C-S No. 187 May 1968). It is as exciting as 
could be expected from the model. The principals and 
forms of Corb. are explored which offer such visual 
freedom and variety. With such an approach the re-
sultant form is not a foregone conclusion in the same 
way as a regular classicising scheme which works 
inwards from the appropriate form. The Union Building 
works outward from its basic cuboid shape. Its strong 
forms and tough finishes seem to express youth, non-
conformity and in impatience with formality which is 
the spirit surely of today's Uni student? When was it 
ever not so? The building serves the whole student and 
staff population which is expected to number 5,000 by 
1972. A continuous central spine houses all services 
such as stairs, food and passenger lifts, toilet blocks 
etc. Natural light into the structure not only comes 
from horizontal windows in the end wall and vertical 
slots at the corners but also from sloping skylights. 
The columns in the north elevation are narrowed to 
fins shading the deeply recessed windows from the 
east and west sun. The perimeter beams on this side 
slope providing sunshading. Architects: Ancher, Mort-
lock, Murray and Woolley. Structural Engineers: Taylor 
Thomson & Whitting. Builder: A. W. Edwards Pty. Ltd. 
Cost: $680,000. 
¶ The Japanese seaport city of Yokkaichi, a wool port 
250 miles north of Tokyo wants to buy and re-erect the 
rAustralian skyhook pavilion in their town when the 
Osaka fair ends in September. 
¶ The Canberra Chapter of the R.A.I.A. has awarded 
its 1969 C. S. Daley Medal to a house designed by 
architects Scollay, Bishoff and Pegrum of Canberra. 
¶ Miss Vivien Fowler an interior designer with the 
Sydney firm of McConnel, Smith and Johnson has won 
the 1970 $5,000 Ampol Arts Award. 
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Illustrated is the Brisbane C. of E. Boy's School 
Library. It is part of a building programme conforming 
to a red brick tiled roof system that was done a lot 
Letter when it was first conceived. In order to obtain 
clerestory lighting and preserve the external tradition 
there is a well in the centre of the roof and drainage 
has to be effected by rather awkwardly flashed openings 
inexplicably appearing in what one would think is a 
normal tiled roof. The facilities are much advanced 
of what was considered standard just a few years ago. 
There are individual carrels, seminar areas, discussion 
space and even a relaxation area. Is it brut and pop 
by showing bare fluorescent tubes? The whole building 
seems compromised by conflicting requirements of 
prestige, tradition and economy exemplified by the 
awkward re'ation between the study rooms and the 
iwn storey internal volume. Architects: Conrad, Cargett 
& Partners. 

Built for the Australian Jockey Club at Randwick this 
Lrandstand is 33.55 metres high (110 feet). In its rear 
side illustrated here it demonstrates a rugged man-
nered concrete structure diagonal and stepped from 
demands of access function but in feeling it belongs 
to a symmetrical regular form. The stand itself is 
better composed in its shape as to what it should 
look like as an answer to myriad requirements, a 
p.easantly open and irregular form with dynamic 
cantilevers. The basic structural system is in situ 
concrete frames with girders post-tensioned and con-
nected by in situ beams and slabs in the floor 
areas. The roof structure shelters 4,000 spectators 
(also 4,000 spectators in the old foot and inch system) 
and is built using precast post-tensioned segmental 
box girders supporting pre-cast post-tensioned purlins 
which in turn carry the roof cladding. Architects: 
Peddle, Thorp and Walker. Consultant Engineers: Ran-
kine and Hill. Electrical Engineer: Norman and Addi-
coat. Builder: Mainline Constructions Pty. Ltd. 
¶ The Sydney City Council has received 21 applications 
including one from London to prepare the $100,000 
strategic master plan for the development of the city. 

The Motor Registry Office in Canberra is a symmetrical 
building in the neo-c!assist stream which suggests in 
its details an allegiance to a scheme of more openness 
and picturesqueness. The co:umn is split by a deep 
incision and at the corners becomes a right-angled 
flap. The column base is visually strengthened by a 
batter as well as a plate. The texture of brick is 
brought forward in two strips while smooth off-form 
concrete recedes in the regular sculptural form. The 
three-storey structure provides public space on the 
ground floor and office accommodation on the two 
upper floors and is linked to an assymetrically placed 
single-storey Motor Testing Station. Meticulous work-
manship determined by the results of full-scale test 
panels and column models contributed to excellent 
finish. Architects: C. W. D. in association with A',c:Cay 
and Cox of Sydney. Structural Engineers: Connell and 
Hagenbach. Builders: Concrete Constructions Pty. Ltd. 

The Cinema Centre in Mel -o_!rne le nearing conp'etion 
providing a nest of cinemas for the film-viewer recently 
returned to the roost and offices for Hoy:s. The build-
ing could be considered as exploring the views of 
F.L.W. on appearances, but the interiors have a glim-
mer, an airiness and` brilliance which are gay compared 
to Wright's sombreness, gloom and pomposity. At the 
same time the foyer illustrated is more decorative and 
less serious than Wright would have allowed himself. 
Three cinemas with an overlooking restaurant into the 
foyer spaces are provided and there is a 10-storey 
office tower being fitted out. Quarry tile paving, bare 
brick and board marked concrete pane:s and column 
facings are welcome in Melbourne where so often the 
commercial prestige finish of stone veneer and pre-
cisioned metal is seen where the brick is banished 
as being too uncouth. Intricate pyramidal forms of 
close-battened jarrah expose the qualities of timber. 
Architect: Peter Muller. Supervising architects: Ber-
nard Evans & Partners. Structural Engineers: Wagon 
Chapman & Associates. Mechanical Engineers: K. E. 
Ney & Associate. Electrical Engineers: H. J. Carter & 
Associates. Builder: Prentice Builders Pty. Ltd. 
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After ten years planning excavation has now started 
on this $6 million office tower for the Hammerson 
Group of Companies illustrated in model form. The site 
is leased from the Church of England of Australia. 
there will be 24 lettable floors of approximately 863.6 
square metres (approximately 9,300 sq. ft.) each. The 
central band of verticals is the cover to a mid-level 
plant room to service all floors above and below with 
air conditioning. The external facades are of ferro-
cement permanent formwork to the in situ reinforced 
concrete sheer walls. The core is offset on the west 
side. The space around the base of the building is 
to be paved and landscaped in sympathy with the 
adjacent St. Philip's Church and its surrounds. The 
prismic purity of the glass curtain wall is replaced 
here by the solid lines of concrete which give th3 
facade a pierced appearance rather than a curtain 
and with cut corners and their curious projections 
and with the incised middle band adds up to a 
promising departure. Architects: Hely & Horne. 

A comment for the month from the A.J. 28th Jan. '70, a 
cartoon by Hellman on page 212, and a caption from 
this comic strip: Worthwandless Borough Council will 
consult the future occupants of their proposed all-
system-built Gettow Place Estate to find out what kind 
of accommodation is preferred. Sample questionnaire: 
Do you prefer living in (a) a 23 storey block (b) a 22-
storey block (c) your present dwelling (i.e. a family of 
4 in one room with outside W.C. and no hot water)? 
This comes very close to home as if such a survey 
had ever been made. Significantly the caption is 
beneath a photo of a heap of demolished houses. 

The immediate past president of the Real Estate and 
Stock Institute of Australia, C. G. Dudley, considers 
that town planning is essential which is very comforting. 

l::ustrated is the proposed Ea;ik of N.S.W. office tower 
on the corner of St. George's Terrace and William St., 
Perth, by architects Forbes & Fitzhardinge. It is of the 
new chunky in its fenestration, solid verticals applied 
to the tall block with its more or less solid white base 
and solid white top. The size of spandrel and mullion 
would suggest a pierced elevation but the proposal 
is to darken the horizontal transom pieces marking 
each floor level, and it becomes a wrap-around curtain 
of thick horizontals and verticals. The ad;unct seen 
on this illustration of a model is about something 
else, a Corbesoue picturesqueness and it would have 
been more exciting if this vision had been the. gene-
rator for the whole bit. 

PhctD: Mark Strizic 

Additions to the club house and professional shop at 
the Long Island Country Club, Vic., are illustrated 
here. The original building is a pseudo Elizabethan 
sty.e and it has expanded in a pseudo Miesian stye 
for is it Skidmore Owings and Merrill? or Godfrey and 
Spowers?) Materials for the new work were matched 
as far as possible by using clinker brick and white 
render, the mass of the brick stair well hiding the 
junction between old and new. Cost: $58,000 including 
fees and fixed furniture. Architect: Jack Clarke of 
Clarke Hopkins and Clarke. Structural consultants: 
Wearing-Smith & Gloury. Builder: M. R. Peters & Sons. 
¶ After the June issue the back page advertisement 
which sponsors Cross-Section will again be open to 
monthly patronage. An advertiser of a building product 
or research is welcome to present a view on page 4 
while some architect firms who never appear on pages 
1-3 might willingly pay for an advertisement on the 
last leaf of our pamphlet. Inquiries about this prime 
advertising space should be addressed to the Editor, 
C/- School of Architecture and Building, University of 
Me:bourne, Parkville, 3052. 
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The latest addition to the extensive redevelopment 
scheme for the Royal Adelaide Hospital is this 2.3 
million dollar, 12 storey — 455 bedroom Staff Block. 
Building commenced in January 1968. It is now partly 
occupied and completion is scheduled for May 1970. 

The building is constructed of post tensioned rein-
forced flat slab floors supported on steel columns, with 
modular cement block walling internally and modular 
clay bricks and precast concrete facing panels ex-
ternally. The centre core structure and end shear walls 
are vertically post tensioned to resist wind and earth-
quake loadings. 

Bedrooms generally are heated with radiant hot water 
heating units built into the study bench unit, the top 
three floors of bedrooms are air conditioned with fan- 

coil units, similarly built into the joinery. Each bed-
room is fitted with standard walnut finished wardrobe, 
dressing-study bench and island divan bed. 

Self contained flats for the Matron and Home Sisters 
are on the lower levels, together with Chapel, Hair-
dressing Salon, Kiosk and recreation areas. Additional 
reading and study rooms are centrally located on all 
other floors. 

Some 9,600 sq. yds. of Armstrong-Nylex Poly-Flor sheet 
vinyl, with welded seams, was installed on the floors, 
plus 1,700 sq. yds. on walls, together with 360 sq. yds. 
of Vinyl Wall Fabric. 

Architects: Public Buildings Department of South Aust. 

Builders: A. W. Baulderstone Pty. Ltd. 
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