
CROSS-SECTION 

Illustrated is a reproduction of the pencil perspective 
of the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology Stage 
2 Building by architects Bates Smart & McCutcheon. 
Hemmed in by by existing buildings, the completed 
bit of Stage 2 is the third block to the right of the 
illustration. Its pale grey mass is in sympathy with 
the present surrounds, but better than these buildings. 
It is suitably urban and would lose much if the ad-
joining buildings were demolished and replaced by 
lawns instead of dense development promised in the 
picture. The completed block of concrete masonry 
and stained timber window joinery establishes a happy 
code for material colour and structural form and detail 
for the whole stage scheduled to be finished in 1971. 
So far building cost per square foot (about .09 square 
metres) is $19.22. Structural, lift, electrical and me-
chanical design was also undertaken by the architects' 
firm. Associate consultant on mechanical work: Kohloss 
& Tiller Pty. Ltd. Quantity Surveyors: W. J. F. Tillyard. 
Consultant project planning engineers: Geo. Pockett & 
Assoc. Pty. Ltd. Builder: E. A. Watts Pty. Ltd. 

In 1973 the School of Physics, U of Melbourne, will be 
accommodated in a new multi-storey block in the 
N.E. corner of the campus. The $4.05 million first stage 
of the building complexity will commence late this 
year. To conform with external finishes of other new 
University buildings, architects Stephenson and Turner 
propose exposed sand-blasted concrete and areas of 
light tan brick with aluminium windows. It will look 
as busy, in appearance that is; as the recently com-
pleted and occupied administration building, the Ray-
mond Priestly Building (see C-S No. 173, March '67). 

An axonometric and perspective sketch of a housing 
study for the U of New England carried out by the 
N.S.W. Government Architect is illustrated above. The 
study was made to examine the effects on future 
university structure of the progressive development 
of student housing on various sites on the campus. 
The diagrams are for an optimum of 2,000 persons for 
this sloping site north of the academic area. Five 
levels are proposed placed against the slope and 
stepped down to give large terraces to amenity rooms 
and bed/living rooms. Access to any of the levels is 
direct from the ground. It is obviously thorough and 
the excitement of student community not forgotten 
in the proposed form and arrangement. Design archi-
tect: Robert Bryant. 
¶ The Department of Architectural Science, U. of 
Sydney and IBM Australia have launched a joint re-
search and development project to provide the first 
computer based system solely for practising architects. 
The director of the project is John S. Gero, Director 
of Computer Application Research in the Department. 
Initially over a one year period the project will centre 
on a package of series of computer programmes tail-
ored to the specific needs of architects in this country. 
¶ Lewis Keeble, author of that formidable textbook on 
town planning has been appointed to the new Chair 
of Regional and Town Planning in Queensland U's 
Department of Architecture. He has been a Reader 
there since 1968. 
¶ Quote of the month from "the Australian" 12/3/70: 
"In Australia, a private activist group led by architects 
lobbied the Federal Government for years to spend a 
fraction of the cash it gave for research into the prob-
lems of being a pig in examining the hang-ups of 
being a human being in a city" (writing about the 
Australian Institute of Urban Studies). 
¶ Derek Cartwright formerly senior planning officer of 
the W.A. town planning department has been appointed 
the director of the Australian Institute of Urban 
Studies. 
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This is a multi-purpose hall for Beaumaris State School 
in Melbourne, red brick with sawn timber fascias and 
posts, corrugated galvanised roof and internal linings 
of caneite. Cost was a big factor in the design and for 
34 squares (about 316 square metres) the price was 
$21,581. The project architect Jack Clarke of Clarke 
Hopkins and Clarke designed in the image of the old 
pre-1948 shelter shed, the shape of which he believes 
spoke of shelter both internally and externally even 
if it was badly orientated to prevailing winds. The 
scale is sympathetic to the child and as a simple 
statement of shelter the building succeeds. Builder: 
R. J. Gregory. 
If On a hilly 100 acre site near Churchill in the central 
Latrobe Valley will be constructed the new 50% resi-
dential Gippsland Advanced College of Education. 
Planners for the new campus are Yuncken Freeman 
Architects Pty. Ltd. of Melbourne. 
IT The winners of the S.A. Gas company prizes for 1969 
final year students of architecture went to Howard F. 
Chesterman of the U of Adelaide and Geoffrey Redin of 
the Institute of Technology. 
¶ The greatest problem for inner suburban schools is 
space. At the new proposed South Melbourne High 
School, 900 pupils will be accommodated on a 2-acre 
site compared to 15 acres for the same number of 
students in outer suburbia. Classrooms on the perime-
ter of the site will have three storeys over a covered 
ground floor and the centre area an assembly hall 
creating a roof top courtyard at second floor level. 
Compared to N.S.W. schools design, Victorian work 
has lacked quality and daring and this experiment to 
cost $11 million must be considered to show new heart 
by the Departments of Education and of Public Works. 
If The Tewkesbury Symposium, a multi-disciplinary con-
frontation between various professions covering urban: 
economics, modelling, geography, transport and plan-
ning is to be held at the U of Melbourne through July 
14th-16th, 1970. Principal addresses will come from: 
Prof. Reuben Smeed, traffic studies, U. College, London; 
Dr. Colin Clark, Director, Institute of Economic Pro-
gress, Monash U.; Dr. Max Neutze, Head of the Urban 
Research Unit, ANU.; Dr. Fred Ledgar, Director of 
Studies, Department of Town and Regional Planning, 
U of Melbourne; B. C. S. Harper, Director of the Mor-
nington Peninsula and Westernport Regional Planning 
Authority in Victoria. It is convened by the Faculty of 
Engineering, U of Melbourne, and for details of regis-
tration write to the secretary of the Tewkesbury Sym-
posium, Department of Civil Engineering, U of Mel-
bourne, Parkville, 3052. And where is the architect in 
the above illustrious list? An architect does contribue 
to the urban scene in a very substantial and positive 
way, but perhaps his efforts cannot be expressed in 
a precise arguable thesis. 
¶ The Swedish ambassador to the United Nations has 
urged that league to take international action to pre-
vent pollution of the world's oceans and to control 
environmental poisons. While the Fed. and Q. govern-
ments worry about who is responsible for the Great 
Barrier Reef the proposal is timely. The U.N. Conference 
on the Human Environment is to be held in Stockholm 
in 1972. 
¶ The National Trust in N.S.W. has designated the 
Queen Victoria Building a "potential A" to become an 
A if it can be rid of its neon signs and an accretion 
of unsympathetic additions and alterations. 

If Prof. Misha Black, Professor of Industrial Design 
(Engineering), at London's Royal College of Art, an 
architect and industrial designer, dropped a bomb and 
not a brick remarking on his arrival in Australia: 
"practically every densely populated city on earth is 
headed for destruction", and he added "Los Angeles is 
the classic case of a city completely vaporised for the 
convenience of the automobile". Strangely in its smog 
Los Angeles continues to grow, attracts newcomers 
who spread the periphery served by the grid of free-
ways. Australian city authorities too, are of the mind 
grow-up and fug-up, put in spreeways for the petrol 
combustion engine mobiles tamed in stationary smog-
tubes at the morning and evening peaks. In Australia, 
Prof. Black will deliver the first Dunhill Industrial 
Design Lectures. 

The design solution for the recently completed Manu-
facturers Mutual Insurance Ltd. building in Canberra 
is based on two supporting service cores with reinforced 
concrete waffle-slab and flat beam floor construction 
which give a column free floor plan. Externally strong 
sculptural tuning fork shapes, which would visually 
have been more resolved extended to the roof line, 
balance the horizontal strips of projecting solids and 
inset voids. It is a puzzling demonstration of styling 
a building defying the functionalist's premise. Plant 
equipment bridges between the cores at roof level 
leaving a relatively free area at ground level for 
pedestrian and vehicle movement and a cleaned land-
scape extends from front to rear of the site. An applied 
finish to all external surfaces gives a consistent pure 
appearance. Architects: Towell, Rippon and Associates 
of Sydney. Contractor: Civil and Civic Pty. Ltd. Cost: 
$400,000 for 5,500 square feet. (About 504.25 square 
metres). 
¶ The N.C.D.C. is expected to spend between $500 to 
$600 million in Canberra during the decade. The record 
budget allocation this financial year of nearly $52 
million has been reckoned by economic observers to 
represent a 5-10% increase for each future financial 
year. 
¶ The four new National Capital Planning Committee-
men taking office this month are: Prof. J. W. Roderick, 
Chalice Professor of Civil Engineering, U of Sydney; 
Assistant Prof. of Town Planning, J. H. Shaw, U of 
Sydney; W. A. Dargie, chairman of the Commonwealth 
Art Advisory Board, painter; R. A. Gilling, from the 
N.S.W. Chapter of the R.A.I.A.; architect. Continuing 
members for another term are: Sir Osborn McCutcheon, 
Professor Gordon Stephenson, Robin Boyd and G. R. 
Wi Imoth. 
IT The 1969 Sir James Barrett Medal awarded annually 
by the Town and Country Planning Association of 
Victoria for a notable contribution to planning is re-
received by the NCDC Commissioner Sir John Overall. 
If One of the entries in the 1969 Comalco Invitation 
Award for a sculpture in aluminium has been com-
missioned for the town square of the new city of Woden 
(see C-S No. 204, Nov. '69). The NCDC has abandoned 
the field by not accepting winner Ron Robertson-
Swann's contribution and has engaged Margel Hinder 
to realise her more organically surfaced interpenetrat-
ing angular planes which will be about 11 metres long 
(about 36' 0"). 
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One of the nicer things about North Queensland pol-
lution is that there is not much in the air. So when 
you build your white tropical palace it remains more 
or less the way you intended — that is if you are not 
in the high rainfall area and have to start worrying 
about fungus. A pleasant example recently built in 
Townsville is Lowth's Hotel by architects Lund, Hutton, 
Newell, Paulsen Pty. Ltd. Effective sculptural use is 
made of quite common materials, white painted con-
crete block and metal roof decking used as spandrel 
facing. It was three years in construction because of 
the requirement of keeping the site operating as a 
hotel. Builder: R. C. Schrock & Sons, Townsville. 

St. Vincent's Private Hospital in Launceston has this 
new addition. The somewhat brutal bathroom unit 
facade seems a far cry from the normal domestic 
character, bold though it may be. An integration with 
the existing building is achieved largely through grey 
and white toning continuity and the foil of extensive 
landscape surrounds. Architects: Cooper & Vincent. 
Engineers: Morgan & Klok. Quantity Surveyor: E. Stock. 
Mechanical and Electrical Engineer: F. H. Fryda & 
Associates. Builder: J. & M. Siejka of Continental 
Builders Pty. Ltd. Accepted tender price on specified 
bill of quantities $425,900. 
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Illustrated is yet another rental investment block 
commissioned by the A.M.P. Society in Melbourne's 
C.B.D. but before completion it became the new home 
of the Taxation Department. The Collins Street facade 
shown has a grid of precast concrete surrounds a 
proportioned pattern more generously spaced and slim-
mer in mass than is usual in this kind of office building 
finish in Melbourne, perhaps more suited to the scale 
of a wide street. Built to the boundaries it is expected 
that in time the bald sides will be covered by new 
and taller structures. Architects: Godfrey and Spowers 
Pty. Ltd. Structural Engineers: Clive Steele Associates. 
Mechanical and air-conditioning consultants: W. E. 
Bassett & Partners. Electrical and lift consultants: 
Lobley, Treidel & Partners Pty. Ltd. Quantity Surveyors: 
In association Peter O. Forster and Associates; Clarrie 
L. Padgham & Associates. Builder: E. A. Watts Pty. Ltd. 
¶ The Federal Government intends building an office 
block accommodating 3,000 workers, at a cost of about 
$9 million, sited just outside the Parliamentary Triangle 
in Barton, Canberra. 
¶ A Qantas film "Three Australian Cities" produced by 
Jackson Wain, covers Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra 
in 15 minutes and won an Honour Award at the annual 
travel film festival during March at Anaheim, Califor-
nia. The film corrects the local view that Australia is 
all outback and bustles its excellent photography 
through these cities. Sydney comes first as an environ-
ment, Canberra last, and apparently Melbourne's worth 
is people looking active when compressed into a wide 
angle lens. 
¶ A $6 million 250 home unit development will com-
mence construction soon in Epping, N.S.W. The project 
is sponsored by the Dillingham Development Division 
of Silverton in partnership with Parkes Developments 
and was designed under the direction of Sydney archi-
tect Ronald Bates in conjunction with the planning 
department of Hornsby Shire Council. 
¶ The Victorian Chapter of the R.A.I.A., following the 
federal lead, has advertised the position of a Director 
for the Chapter. 



The new Mercy Maternity Hospital, almost in the heart 
of Melbourne is nearing completion. Built jointly by 
the Sisters of Mercy, who provided the valuable site 
and will run the hospital, and the Hospitals and 
Charities Commission it will cater for both public and 
private patients in the fields of gynaecology and ob-
stetrics. There will be accommodation for 240 patients 
in 1, 2 and 6 bed wards. 

To ensure the most eff icient operation of the hospital, 
traffic circulation patterns are segregated by the pro-
vision of a central working corridor for the exclusive 
use of staff. Patients and visitors will use a separate 
perimeter corridor on each floor. 

Air conditioning has been provided for sections of 
the building whilst all areas are plenum heated and 
ventilated. Sun control has been achieved through 
the use of anti-sun glass in double glazed windows 
thus eliminating the need to provide window hoods and 
giving cleaner lines to the building. The anti-sun glass 
controls both heat and glare. 

Special attention has been given to the serving of 
food. Meals are pre-plated in the kitchen, placed in a 
special reheating oven to boost temperature then 

placed on trolleys and taken by special food lifts to 
the wards. When the meal is finished the trays are 
placed in a specially designed vertical trayveyor which 
automatically discharges the trays in the kitchen dish-
washing area. 

As this is also a teaching hospital special provisions 
have been made to meet the requirements of this 
function. These include tiered seating for 240 students 
in the lecture theatre and a professorial teaching unit, 
covering half the 10th floor, for the University of 
Melbourne. These facilities are used in training both 
doctors and nurses. 

Flooring chosen for the perimeter corridors is Arm-
strong-Nylex Tessera Vinyl Corlon. Poly-Flor sheet vinyl 
has been used on stairways and the tiered floor of the 
lecture theatre, Excelon tiles in other areas and 
special brown vinyl skirting throughout, including de-
mountable partitions. 

Architects: Stephenson and Turner 

Builders: John R. & E. Seccull Pty. Ltd. 

Flooring Contractor: Bramwell's Floor Service. 

Omstrong-Nyiex 
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