
nwenN.., 

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE 

CROSS-SECTION 
Issue No. 208 

Illustrated is the beehive shaped proposed New 
Zealand parliamentary building in Wellington based 

• on an original sketch by Sir Basil Spence who was 
engaged to provide a scheme in 1964. Since he broke 
his association with the job in 1965 the government 
architect F. G. F. Sheppard has detailed the idea into 
this form. Architects in N.Z. are a little unhappy about 
it while phase one of the building construction will 
commence next year. 
¶ C-S Queensland correspondent recently visited the 
Expo '70 Osaka site to inspect Australia's Pavilion 
(see C-S No. 190, Aug. '68). Contrary to C-S reaction to 
the model, the Dinosaur is quite an experience sited 
as it is adjacent to the soft-sell U.S.A. pavilion which 
is buried underground, and its freaky form commands 
attention from any position on the Expo acreage. Other 
pavilions are similarly kinky, even Tange's contribution 
and the visual theme is that of "Fun City" but such 
permanent structures! They'll last a thousand years, 
not 6 months as intended in an exhibition. Nations and 
designers may have other things in mind, like Mon-
sieur Eifel. It will be a big show, successful and 
prestigious but it contributes very little to future urban 
built environments. The intentions of the display are 
not fulfilled. 
¶ Standard bricks may well be brought to their metric 
equivalent of 225 mm. x 112 mm. x 75 mm. when 
Australia adopts the metric system. For purity of di-
mensional expression couched in 100 mm. modules 
the humble brick might shrink to 200 mm. x 100 mm. 
x 100 mm. which is about 8" x 4" x 4". The stuff the 
building industry has traditionally used in construction 
will similarly change its measure as slowly the com-
plete decimal scheme is adopted during the '70's. 
Brickies too will have to get used to perpends of about 
6.25 mm. and horizontal courses of about 9.375 mm. 
laying bricks with tolerances of about 3.125 mm. either 
way on the three solid dimensions. Once familiar with 
doing it in tens construction and manufacture, docu-
mentation and design should become simpler and the 
industry experience a growing efficiency and more 
modular ease. The rational and obvious step now is 
for all professional and commercial sectors involved in 
building and planning of the environment to meet, 
and meet again, to make the change logically and 
technically beneficial. What will be the effect of the 
measure on appreciation of appearance? The brick 
wall for example will have a different texture because 
of the new dimensions of the baked clay unit. The 
openings in the wall will have subtly varying pro-
portions compared to accustomed good manners using 
the current brick dimension schedule. The great 
promise of the changeover is manufactured product 
co-ordination and flexibility for the material/space 
compositor, whoever that is going to be in the coming 
decade. 
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The 1969 Timber Award in S.A. went to architect John 
Chappell's house for H. F. Sarah at Lockleys near 
Adelaide. There are carefully selected attractive and 
decorative internal finishes of good quality timber in 
some wall and ceiling areas and exposed external 
timber members. Commendably, it would seem the 
commercial world of timber sales has chosen a quality 
design which is not a maximum quantity display of 
woods every which way, but an excellent, judicious 
use of timber qualities in a building which is basically 
brick structure and tiled roof and exciting too within 
that realm of materials choice. Builder: H. F. Sarah. 
¶ The law school building at the W.A. University has 
been selected the W.A. Architectural Bronze Medal 
Award winner for 1969. The architect was R. J. Ferguson 
in association with Prof. Gordon Stephenson. 
If John Scollay has been appointed the first director 
of the R.A.I.A. He was an architect in practice in 
Canberra for 15 years until his recent retirement. The 
Institute secretary Roger S. Greig will continue for 
some months on a part-time basis and then to retire-
ment. 
¶ Quote of the month from Prof. John Andrews: "I'm 
absolutely in favour of Sydney now. It's a great city 
and I'd hate to see them plaza it to death". 



¶ Adelaide architect, Peter Hignett, has been awarded 
the first R.A.I.A. scholarship sponsored by Hardboards 
Australia Ltd. The $2,000 national scholarship is wel-
comed to others available. The scholarship was 
instituted last year so that young architects at a rate 
of one per annum in this case can be financially 
assisted to undertake post-graduate study or research 
with a view to improving living conditions. He is a 
partner in the Adelaide firm of Bruer, Vogt, Bruer & 
H ignett. 
¶ The West is booming. The total value of new build-
ings started in W.A. in the September quarter last year 
was a record $93,540,000. 
¶ A 24-storey tower of apartments being built at 
Crawley worth $3.5 million will be W.A.'s tallest build-
ing so far. Architects: Oldham, Boas, Ednie-Brown and 
Partners. Developers: Crawley Investments Pty. Ltd. 
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Reflecting a big growth in Perth flat building develop-
ment is this complex known as "Habitat 74". Still in 
construction just 2 miles upstream from Perth on the 
Swan River it has exciting forms using conventional 
building construction finished in whitewash. Architect: 
Max Felear. Developers and builders: Landall Construc-
tions. 
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Recently completed in Brisbane, opposite the Botanic 
Gardens, the "Park Royal Motor Inn" really tries to be 
a swinger. The Pop styling might look more appropriate 
in the Las Vegas mainstreet with its desert back-
ground. The owners were not taking any risks. It is a 
revamp of the Marriott Hotel from the good old U.S.A. 
If our grandfather's slavishly copied the Parthenon 
etc. why shouldn't we carry out a similar exercise with 
24,000 volt American High Style? Is there a moral ques-
tion here? Melbourne has been promised that a $5.5 m. 
17-storey version of Brisbane's imitation will be sited 
by Parkroyal Motor Inns in Lonsdale St. replacing that 
city's oldest restaurant, The Ritz. 

¶ F and G House at 3 Spring St. Sydney has its two 
original storeys, of a later six, designed in 1870 by the 
outstanding early Australian architect Edmund Thomas 
Blacket but it will be demolished to make way for a 
new 17 storey 224 ft. high office tower. 
¶ The C.B.C. of Sydney is to have a new $10 million 
16-storey Victorian headquarters building on its present 
site in Collins St., Melbourne. The facade of the present 
building was inspired by the facade of the Palazzo 
Carnaro designed by architect Alfred L. Smith in 1862. 
The facade was preserved in a new construction in 
1929 by architects Bates Smart and McCutcheon, but 
this will be demolished to make way for the new 
structure designed by the same firm in 1969. Consider-
ing the fine character and quality of the 19C facades 
which distinguish Collins St. as a significant place 
in the city would it be impossible to preserve old 
facades in new structures? The physical and economic 
difficulties of adapting the old to the new are apparent 
but at stake is the match in the mind and the heart 
deciding between the high value of the existing en-
vironment and the integrity of a new design. 
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IT One half of Sydney's new living accommodation takes 
the form of flats or home units. Most low rise biocks 
are regrettably without an architect and that essential 
worthwhile component of suburban sites, the garden 
of grass, trees, plants and perhaps water instead of 
concrete and gravel. Two reversed L-shaped 3 storey 
blocks over garages containing 30 flats bound a central 
garden 100' 0" x 120' 0". It is boldly landscaped with 
rolling grassed mounds and a pool and incorporating 
existing tree and shrubs and successfully relating to 
contours, a 9 foot fall, and entry points. Site coverage 
is 30% and net population density nevertheless in 
such pleasant surroundings is 114 persons/acre. Con-
struction of the blocks in Shirley Road, Wollstonecraft 
for Strata Development Corporation is load bearing 
brick with reinforced concrete floors. External walls 
are light cream face brick. Windows are continuous 
bands of standard aluminium sliding sashes. The roof 
is timber framed and concrete tiled. Building and 
siteworks cost was $300,000. Architects: Ancher Mort-
lock Murray and Woolley. (Partner-in-charge: Ken Wool-
ley). Structural Engineers: Taylor Thomson & Whitting. 
Landscape Design: Bruce McKenzie. Builder: Phillip 
Lipman Constructions Pty. Ltd. 
If Twin 30 storey office towers and shopping blocks 
above the railway lines at Jolimont station costing 
$20 million was the project submitted by Leighton 
Contractors Ltd. as the successful tender for air space 
over this inner suburban track. At the time of writing 
the Victorian Railways ambitions were being con-
sidered by the M.C.C. in an area zoned to a limit of 
3 storeys maximum height. 
¶ Plans for a $9 million shopping centre in Melbourne's 
South Yarra have been approved in principle by the 
local council. It is proposed in the scheme to roof the 
railway tracks in a deep cutting opposite the South 
Yarra railway station on Toorak Road. Architects: Mel-
drum and Partners. 
On the other side of Toorak Rd. the Railways have 
offered a 99-year lease for 240,500 sq. ft. of land and 
air space over South Yarra station optimising this dug 
in site for multi-purpose in this inner suburb. 
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Ryde, Sydney, is on the edge of the industrial belt 
and this block of flats, nothing to write home about 
really, is angling for the interstate personnel who 
have to administrate the factories and live close to 
them. The Plaza Club Apartments is a $3 million dollar 
experimental housing scheme for Glenmore Invest-
ments designed by Mugdan & Hadley, architects. Flats 
are provided entirely for young single adults along the 
lines of a residential club. Amenities include two 
lounges, two sauna baths and a swimming pool. A 
director has been appointed to arrange social parties, 
picnics, theatre parties, visits to the great outdoors 
etc. Tenants can hire linen, cutlery, television and 
radio sets etc. and even a maid to do the housework. 
Given the singles apartment block with this diversity 
of amenity, what should it look like? 

Architects Snowden & Pikusa have produced this pro-
ject house "Pioneer 2" in conjunction with builders 
Martens & Marshall in Adelaide's outskirts. The veran-
dah, arched opening, vertical window slots, natural 
coloured mixtured brickwork, tile roofing and bush 
setting are some of the ingredients for success nowa-
days, but perhaps not all together. 
¶ The Willoughby Council in N.S.W. has approved de-
tailed specifications for a redevelopment plan for 
western Artarmon costing $20 million. Architects and 
planners: Clarke, Gazzard and Partners. 
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Illustrated is a model of Dunmore Lang College the 
first of the residential colleges at Macquarie Univer-
sity, N.S.W., and is to accommodate women students 
and staff. A quadrangle is formed by a central common 
room dining room block with side wings containing 
study bedrooms. The partially open side has a view 
to the campus and is a visual link. The 200 study-
bedrooms have been staggered on plan to increase 
privacy where adjoining windows occur and reduces 
the impersonality of the institution and the apparent 
scale of the block. It produces a lively fragmented 
facade which is otherwise a formal treatment. The 
rooms have been arranged around individual staircases 
eliminating the long corridor and giving each sub-group 
an identity. Architects: Devine, Erby and Stowe of North 
Sydney. 
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This complex, a hostel unit at the telecommunications 
centre for the Govt. of Malaysia off Jalan Gurney, 
Kuala Lumpur is an exciting solution to the stack of 
accommodation units. To provide privacy and cross-
ventilation 2 tower blocks are linked with walkways 
to a free-standing external lift shaft. A stairwell in 
each residential block allows egress and a forced 
upward draught naturally pumping its way through 
anti-peep louvred access doors to single and double 
bed sitting room suites. The structure is of reinforced 
concrete frames with brick infill panels plastered in-
ternally and externally, parquet flooring and mosaic 
tiling to utility areas. Architects and Structural Engi-
neers: Iversen, van Sitteren & Partners. Mechanical 
Engineer: Thomas Anderson & Partners. Quantity Sur-
veyors: Langdon, Every & Seah. Contractor: Low Keng 
Huat. 
¶ The University of Newcastle is taking enrolments 
this year for the first Australian full-time course in 
naval architecture. 

¶ The Architects' Registration Board of Victoria has 
researched some fascinating figures on registration 
of architects in the States and Territories. In 1953 
there were 2,657 registered architects in Australia and 
in 1968 there were 5,071, an increase in 15 years of 
91.8% in the number of architects registered. State by 
State the increases of registered architects over the 
same period are: 

% increase over 
1953 1968 15 years 

A.C.T. 41 248 505% 
N.S.W. 1,142 2,009 76% 
Northern Territory 15 37 146% 
Queensland 250 617 147% 
South 	Australia 157 312 98% 
Tasmania 89 124 39% 
Victoria 832 1,394 68% 
Western Australia 131 330 152% 
Obviously there are a greater number of architects 
around but so are there more people and building 
activities. More meaningful are the figures for the 
ratio of architects per head of population State by 
State, but even these figures might be disturbing: 

1953 	1968 

% decrease after 
15 years of an 

architect per head 

A.C.T. 1:724 	1:472 53% 
N.S.W. 1:2985 	1:2205 35% 
Queensland 1:5193 	1:2839 83% 
South Australia 1:5004 	1:3642 37% 
Tasmania 1:3555 	1:3112 14% 
Victoria 1:2903 	1:2408 21% 
Western Australia 1:4822 	1:2820 71% 
While the Northern Territory has more than doubled 
its architects, it is the only area which has a popula-
tion increasing faster than registration: 

% increase of 
population per 

1953 	1968 architect head 

Northern Territory 	1:1042 1:1729 	66% 
The registration of architects is at a greater rate than 
population growth which is no measure of job oppor-
tunities and commissions or opportune job-getting. 
What is the healthy ratio of architect per capita, 
healthy for the architect and public within the ethics 
of current professionalism? Australia-wide-cum-wise 
there was one architect for 3,350 people in 1953 and in 
1968 each architect had a statistical potential market 
of 2,400 souls surely more affluent and ready and able 
to engage than in 1953? The income of professionals 
according to a study of figures released by the Com-
missioner of Taxation indicates that doctors of medi-
cine fare best financially followed by dentists, lawyers, 
accountants, then architects followed by engineers 
and men of religion. Only one third of the engineers 
and architects earn more than $10,000 per year. How-
ever, a greater percentage of architects and engineers 
earn over $40,000 per year than in other professions — 
1.6% of engineers, and 1.4% of architects earn that 
sort of money. Figures are established on incomes for 
the 1966-67 financial year. 
¶ Basic structural work has commenced on a $1 million 
accommodation and restaurant complex at Mt. Buller, 
the snow resort, 160 miles north-east of Melbourne. 
The complex has a 7-storey split level own-your-own 
apartment block linked by a 100 ft. long walkover to a 
3-storey motel with 2 restaurants. Architects: McIntyre 
and McIntyre. Builder and Developer: Martin Adams 
Industries Pty. Ltd. So high on a mountain? — but 
they have a Bourke St. 
¶ The NCDC is to undertake redevelopment in residen-
tial sectors next to the Kingston shopping centre. In 
this redevelopment to flats and town houses Govern-
ment workers will be housed at some density near 
the proposed new Parliament House. 
¶ The Perth Region Transportation Survey or PERTS 
is on, and a team headed by N.S.W. born U.S.A. econo-
mist Dr. Robert S. Nielson will hopefully establish a 
time and cost framework for the existing regional 
transport scheme, a $162,000 study over the next 12 
months. 



BUILT - IN SHADE 

The Hill residence in Bendigo, Victoria, is sited 
amongst existing trees. All white bagged brickwork 
inside and out gives high definition to the planes and 
rectangular forms which are generated out into the 
bush garden from a central spine of service rooms, 
such as kitchen, bathroom, laundry etc. The overall 
form is open and the variety of relationships of plane 
and void, overhang and setback intriguing. Architects: 
Whitford and Peck. Builder: Leigh Williamson. 

¶ Four high rise office blocks will form part of the 
proposed $10 million Union Place development in 
Adelaide, linked to the $13 million stock exchange 
redevelopment by subways and by stations on the 
planned underground railway system. In the scheme 
a number of buildings in this area of historic interest 
and more valuable than new buildings would be pre-
served. 

¶ Prof. Denis Winston, head of the Department of 
Town & Country Planning at the U. of Sydney has been 
appointed to study the development planning of Vic-
toria Square, Adelaide. 

¶ The ideal location and size of each of 2,000 seats 
being planned for the Adelaide Festival Hall (see C-S 
No. 204, Nov. '69) is being determined through com-
puter use. Indubitably other designers in Australia have 
employed the computer to help and this is one inte-
resting instance. 

¶ Bryce Mortiock of the Sydney firm of Ancher, Mort-
lock, Murray and Woolley has been appointed the 
master planner for the University of Melbourne. Be-
cause of the political context of Australian tertiary 
education a whole field survey and rigid master plan 
is wasteful and somewhat meaningless. An ideal frame-
work, a diagrammatic master-plan arrived at by com-
puter programming is proposed. The machine pro-
gramme is to be essentially a cost-orientated one and 
accountancy-type decisions will in the first instance 
be machine-made. All human-value decisions, whether 
aesthetic, historic preservation or political, as man-
made decisions are assisted by the clarification of the 
physical and economic factors synthesised by the 
machine. Utmost flexibility is obtained. This experiment 
with the computer at this University will be interesting 
to watch. 

¶ The $20 million main contract for the B.H.P. House 
project (see C-S No. 201, July, 1969) on the former 
Menzies Hotel site at the corner of Bourke and Wil-
liam Sts., Melbourne, has been won by E. A. Watts 
Pty. Ltd. The A.M.P. Society has a lease-back arrange-
ment with B.H.P. on the 500' tower block of 41 storeys. 

¶ If your architect friend or friend of architecture is not 
receiving a copy of C-S through the mail it's because 
his name and address is not on the mailing stencils, 
or he has changed address without redressing. As 
always, a free copy, courtesy of Armstrong-Nylex, the 
advertiser, can be obtained by writing to the editorial 
secretary, C/- School of Architecture and Building, U 
of Melbourne, Parkville, 3052. 

Providing adequate shade for windows is a problem 
of building design at any time. When the site is in 
tropical Northern Queensland, it becomes even more 
difficult. One approach to the problem is illustrated 
in the above photograph of Lowths Hotel in Townsville. 

As can be seen all windows in the residential section 
are deeply recessed within decorative, and functional, 
brick shade boxes. No sills, as such, have been pro-
vided for the windows. Instead there are sloping panels 
from the bottom of each window to the edge of the 
exterior brick work. These are made of vinyl coated 
metal in a dark copper colour and not only provide 

more shade, but also help shed heavy tropical rains. 
The building itself is constructed of concrete masonry 
blocks and is considered by some to be one of the 
best examples of this type of construction in Australia. 
The dark coloured window 'sills' and the shadows cast 
by the brickwork around the windows create an exciting 

visual contrast against the light coloured concrete 
masonry. 

Owned and operated by Burns Philp, the hotel has 69 
residential rooms, each individually air-conditioned, 
plus shops, bars and lounge. 

North Queensland timbers have been used exclusively 
in all joinery throughout the Hotel. 

Interior wall surfaces have been covered in various 
colours and textures of Armstrong-Nylex Vinyl Wall 
Covering. This material was chosen for its decorative 
effect, ease of cleaning and ability to withstand the 
rigors of hotel life. The broad range of fourteen pat-
terns and over ninety colours allows complete freedom 
and individu • 	in interior decoration. 

Architects: 	d, Hutton, Newell Pty. Ltd. (Townsville 
Branch). 

Master Builders: R. C. Schrock & Sons. Townsville. 

Omstrong-Nylex 
SALES OFFICES: 
Melbourne: 46 4861; Sydney: 750 0411; Newcastle: 2 4757; Can-
berra: 9 2369; Brisbane: 47 5455; Adelaide: 57 7371; Perth 24 1055; 
Hobart: 34 2311; Launceston: 44 4033. 
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