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¶ The triennial award for excellence 
design presented by the Tasmanian 	 of the 
R.A.I.A. was given to the firm of Philp, Lighton, Floyd 
and Beattie of Hobart for their design of the Holyman 
off ice building. (See C-S No. 203, Oct. '69). 

R. A. James has accepted the appointment as Town 
Planner for Newcastle City Council. 
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Dickson and Platten, a firm of North Adelaide won an 
award of merit for the $240,000 first stage of the post-
graduate residential college building, Kathleen Lumley 
College for women, U. of Adelaide, the prize being for 
first in the general building category of the S.A. 
Chapter of the R.A.I.A. annual awards. This first stage 
comprises a 3-storey residential wing and a 2-storey 
amenities wing of bricks and timbers confidently and 
directly handled to a comfortable domestic scale and 
style. 
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The S.A. housing award went to Hassell, McConnell & 
Partners for this 2-storey house for J. H. McConnell 
in North Adelaide. A courtyard with pool links the main 
block and a single storey guest wing at the rear. The 
curving pergola reflects the curved roof on the main 
block. 
The award for project housing went to John Chappell 
(See C-S No. 206 Jan. '70). 
¶ A prefabricated dwelling made of 2h" thick moulded 
sheet of polyvinylchloride rigid foam and fibreglass 
laminate has won the 1969 Prince Philip Prize for 
Australian industrial design for its designer and de-
veloper Transtar Villas (Australia) Pty. Ltd. of Blair 
Athol, South Australia. The unit is of 3.36 squares and 
costs $4,950 including carpeting, plumbing, air-con-
ditioning and furnishings. The unit, being transportable, 
is felt by the company to be suitable for shearers' 
quarters, construction camps, beach houses and air-
fields. Some are being used as motel units. Amongst 
the certificates of merit awarded by the Australian 
Design Council was one for an automatic mobile car-
parking system designed and produced by Brownbuilt 
Ltd. of Victoria. 
¶ The Townsville firm of Lund, Hutton, Newell and 
Paulsen Pty. Ltd. has won the limited competition 
amongst seven local firms for the design of the Towns-
ville City Council's civic centre administration build-
ing, the first stage for the new central area. 



¶ In a bid to elevate the quality of new building in its 
inner suburban area, South Melbourne Council has 
made its first annual Architectural Awards for the best 
buildings in the categories: commercial and industrial; 
residential; restorations and renovations. Other subur-
ban cities might well recognise building in their 
districts for their contribution to the local environment. 
The judging panel consisted of Eric Westbrook, director 
of the National Gallery of Victoria, architect Robin 
Boyd and city engineer Ian Taylor. 
If Plans for the new Indonesian Embassy in the A.C.T. 
have been announced. Canberra architect George Hol-
land proposes a "Balinese" style display area next 
to a larger straight-forward industrialised building 
complex which is the chancery facing Darwin Ave., 
Yarralumla next to the French Embassy. 

Photos: Fritz Kos 

The U. of Western Australia has attempted a unifying 
character in its buildings by a cream colouring to 
external walls and red roof tiles, but like most cam-
puses it displays a variety of forms and attitudes to 
design. The Octagon Theatre is built in cream coloured 
concrete masonry in a form that obviously gives the 
theatre its name. It has a thrust stage projecting into 
the auditorium so that none of 750 seats are further 
away than 34' 0" from the stage edge, thus it can be 
used equally for drama or chamber music, etc. The 
stage is made in sections which can be adapted to 
make different levels, or removed altogether to create 
an orchestra pit. Concrete block walls have been used 
throughout and ribbed asbestos cement panels face 
an upper concourse and the ceiling in the upper foyer 
is oiled timber. The seating is supported on stepped 
precast concrete and colour in the auditorium is 
gained from the upholstery, the red timber of the 
thrust stage and the canary yellow polystyrene strips 
in the ceiling. The professional actor and producer must 
relish the opportunities given by this theatre design. 
Architects: Hill and Parkinson in association with 
R. K. H. Johnson. Theatre Consultant: Sir Tyrone 
Guthrie. Consulting Engineers: G. Kateiva and Partners. 
Builder: D. W. Souter. 
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This is the interior of the new State Government 
Insurance Office theatre, Brisbane. A major design 
problem was a railway tunnel beneath the floor solved 
by bridging foundation members and minimising vi-
bration and sound transference with structural and 
material choices. Lighting from over the auditorium 
is controlled from two moveable galleries through 
swing down acoustic "shingles" made of vinyl covered 
perforated metal. Built for $1.3 million and seating 619 
the theatre boasts two hoists to change stage/orches-
tra/seating arrangements, moveable stage floor panels, 
an understage rehearsal area of identical dimensions 
(80' 0" x 40' 0"); continental seating layout that elimi-
nates centre isles, and also boasts spacious foyer 
areas. Architects: Conrad, Gargett & Partners. Struc-
tural Engineers: R. J. McWilliam and Partners. Mechani-
cal and Electrical Engineers: W. E. Bassett & Partners. 
Acoustics Consultants: Carr and Wilkinson Ltd. Quan-
tity Surveyors: Herbert A. Mitchell and Son. Builder: 
K. D. Morris and Sons Pty. Ltd. 
¶ Following the Metropolitan Transport Study's recom-
mendations that Melbourne must spend $2,600 million 
(much of it on freeways) to solve its traffic problems 
up to 1985, comes the news that President Nixon has 
formed a body to combat pollution of the urban-en-
vironment in the U.S. Urban pollution, blight, is reach-
ing epidemic proportions in all the world's major cities. 
Many planners now believe that freeways create more 
problems than they solve by destroying real estate 
values and environmental standards, by noise and air 
pollution. Worst of the freeway problems is the way in 
which Parkinson's Law operates where one good free-
way not only deserves but demands another. In London, 
too, there is growing awareness of the problems and 
dissatisfaction with the lack of solutions: angry citizens 
are demanding action from the G.L.C. It may well be 
that if the Victorian Govt. approves of the transport 
budget Melbourne too will end up with more problems 
than its planners can solve. The crux of the matter is 
that, so far, all publicly financed research has been 
directed to solving problems created by existing means 
of transport such as cars, trains, trams, etc., simply 
because no public authority exists to investigate the 
possibilities of developing new and more effective 
modes of public, private and goods transport. A budget 
of the proportions recommended by the Transportation 
Study might be better spent in financing new popula-
tion centres or boosting other existing towns. 
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Illustrated is the Marayong Memorial Chapel dedicated 
to 6 million Polish war dead and administered by the 
Sisters of the Holy Family and is located in Quakers 
Road near Blacktown, N.S.W. The simple progression 
of roof elevations are sheeted in copper and thrusts 
absorbed in the spread of widely spaced reinforced 
concrete buttresses. Seating capacity is 700 within an 
interior displaying Western Red Cedar ceilings and 
panelling. White Sicilian marble contrasts with the 
laminated and cantilevered dark hardwood pews. Archi-
tect: Michael Dysart. 
¶ With the announcement by the Marine Board of 
Hobart of plans for a new 10-storey off ice building on 
the Hobart waterfront (see C-S No. 200, June '69) came 
unprecedented comment on its siting on an island of 
land fronting Constitution Dock and the wharf area 
with associated old stone buildings and adjoining the 
site for a proposed civic square with the Town Hall 
beyond. Most claim that the new building, lacking 
sympathy with the old, will block out the view of the 
waterfront from the square. In the midst of the issue, 
the proposed building of the H.E.C. on an adjoining 
site, a far more formidable blot on the waterfront 
escutcheon seems to have escaped any comment what-
soever. The one thing that the issue has raised is the 
need for greater co-ordination in planning activities of 
the various authorities and the opportunity for an 
active public involvement in the planning process. 
¶ A 19-storey 226 ft. high tower block, Lombard House 
in Adelaide Terrace, is under construction, Adelaide's 
tallest. The $3.75 m. project is scheduled for comple-
tion in mid-1971. Architects: Silver, Goldberg and 
Associates. 
¶ Colonel D. A. O. Magee presently director of fortifi-
cations and works in the A.M.F. will resign his Army 
post to become deputy chairman of the Sydney Cove 
Redevelopment Authority which is expected to come 
forward in time with an estimated $300 million rede-
velopment scheme for the Rocks area. Sir John Over-
all's 1967 scheme will be the basis for the Authority's 
plan. 
¶ A $35.4 m. contract for a new town of 3,000 people 
called Nhulunbuy on the Gove Peninsula was let by 
Nabalco Pty. Ltd., the company developing the $300 m. 
bauxite deposits in the area 400 miles east of Darwin, 
to a consortium of building firms comprising Dilling-
ham Constructions Pty. Ltd. of Sydney, A. V. Jennings 
Industries (Aust.) Ltd. of Melbourne and Mainline 
Constructions Pty. Ltd. of Sydney. 
¶ The N.S.W. State Government has announced its 
contract for nearly $17 m. for the construction of the 
first stage of the N.S.W. Institute of Technology in 
Broadway, Sydney. Successful tenderer was E. A. Watts 
Pty. Ltd. The Minister for Public Works, Davis Hughes, 
said it was the biggest building contract let by Govt. 
apart from the Sydney Opera House. The first stage 
is a 400 ft. 32 floor tower block. Next year the institute 
will have an enrolment of 3,400 and will offer courses 
including architecture. 
¶ A Sydney firm of architects, Kenwood Hoile and Allan 
were selected by Dubbo city council from 16 applicants 
to draw up plans for a new air terminal at Dubbo. 
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The factory, if the majority appearance is any guide, 
is presumably a pragmatic putting something up for 
the job, the ultimate cheap statement of form following 
function. Aalto, Gropius, Mendelsohn and Saarinen may 
well have said that their factory forms came hard 
pressed from considerations of functions, the functions 
and forms given zest and fresh purpose for their in-
volvement in the design of new spaces for the manu-
factury. Malley's have a new office complex, warehouse 
and assembly plant in Woolloongabba, Queensland, 
where the architects have undertaken the more difficult 
latter approach to factory design, to give qualities 
beyond mere functionality. Exposed aggregate concrete 
panel cladding in straight planes is contrasted with 
curved walls finished in glazed brick and tile on the 
administrator's block. The battered brick lined embank-
ment creates a sense of platform, a base for the play 
of shapes and finishes. Architects: Prangley & Crofts 
of Brisbane. Builder: Barclay Brothers Pty. Ltd. Cost: 
$2 million. 
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This example, a new headquarters for the publishing 
house of Cassell, attempts integration with the North 
Melbourne terrace-house environment by carefully re-
taining existing parapet levels, and window proportions. 
Construction: Load-bearing brickwork, r.c. floors, ano-
dised aluminium window frames, tinted glass in office 
block; steel frame, brick panel walls, asbestos roof 
to warehouse. Builders: Freeman & Grollo. Structural 
Engineers: Parkhill & Freeman. Architects: Wardle & 
Turnbull Pty. Ltd. (Project architect: Darrell Wardle). 
Cost approx. $90,000. Gross area approx. 11,700 sq. ft. 
¶ The National Trust of Victoria has prepared a plan 
to preserve the former gold mining township of Maldon, 
90 miles north-east of Melbourne. It is to be hoped that 
the plan is realised for it is more meaningful to pre-
serve a community of buildings rather than isolated 
examples of moderate quality. The Trust envisages 
administration of legislation by the Town and Country 
Planning Board to help preservation and protection of 
historic buildings throughout the town and State aid 
for land resumption, compensation and some restora-
tion work. 



Careful attention to detail and skilful use of modern 
materials have produced this delightful cocktail bar 
in the renovated restaurant of Farmer & Co's. Market 
Street, Sydney store. Before renovation it was typical 
of many old-style department store restaurants through-
out Australia — uneven floors, flaking ceilings criss-
crossed by service pipes, badly lit and hot or cold 
depending on the weather. 
In this project the old ceilings were hidden by install-
ing Armstrong Ventilating Travertone Fire Guard acous-
tic ceiling tiles. Not just an attractive ceiling but one 
which provided no-draft air conditioning and met 
rigid City Council fire code requirements. 

Existing timber floors had been covered with linoleum 
over magnesite. This was removed and the floor re-
screeded to provide a good base for the new materials. 
Armstrong-Nylex Coronelle Vinyl Corlon was chosen for 
all heavy traffic areas. The hand-crafted look of this 
Spanish tile design provided a perfect foil for the 
old-world theme yet posed no maintenance problems. 
The same material installed on the bar top helped to 
blend all elements together. 

Planning and decor: Farmer & Co. Ltd. 

Flooring Contractor: B. Dixon. 

amstrong-Nylex 
Victoria: 46 4861; New South Wales: 750 0411; Newcastle: 2 4757; 
Canberra enquiries: 9 2369; Queensland: 2 2984; South Australia: 
57 7371; Western Australia: 24 1056; Tasmania: 34 2311; 
Launceston: 44 4033. 



Library Digitised Collections

Title:
Cross-Section [1970-1971]

Date:
1970-1971

Persistent Link:
http://hdl.handle.net/11343/24064

http://hdl.handle.net/11343/24064

