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¶ The last decade 
of the recognised 
tecture. Current 
from their basic work with halting praise for some in 
the passing parade. The potential and promise of the 
principles they encompassed and the forms they pro-
duced are being explored and clarified by good build-
ing now, producing variations on their fertile themes 
and visual systems. In the very best new forms and 
themes emerge, definitive and generative in their own 
right if designers recognise them in time, bridging the 
gap between now and then and next. The avant-garde 
and possible trendsetters in the U.S.A. scene repre-
senting those different from the Australian avant-garde 
and trends stemming from the same roots appeared 
in C-S Jan '68 issue No. 183. Similar differences might 
now be distinguished from country to country and 
within this one different establishments of image-
making centred in the capitals. From 1960 to 1970 in 
Australia there is an evidently growing consistency 
and sophistication in a favoured structural system or 
set of materials or visual idea: the emergence of the 
Sydney School with its preference for "natural" 
materials and composition of picturesque masses not 
confined to that city; the change in the International 
Style city office block, particularly in Melbourne, from 
the glass and thin metal curtain wall to the thicker 
handsomely proportioned precast concrete or recon-
structed stone cladding; the Corb-form concrete struc-
tures in Perth, not confined to that capital, and so on. 
The further development of these visual trends, amongst 
others, will be worth watching during the coming 
decade. 
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Slip form construction was used for the lift and ser-
vices tower to speed construction of the Victoria 
Insurance Co. Ltd. office building in Market St., Mel-
bourne. Precast structural mullions not requiring splic-
ing or continuity of reinforcement and flat slab floors 
allowed an accelerated rate of building, one floor being 
constructed and completed each week. The splaying 
of mullions and transoms and set back glazing pro-
vides an interesting modelling to the well proportioned 
west and south facades. Architects: Stephenson & 
Turner. Structural Engineers: John Connell & Associ-
ates. Electrical & Mechanical Engineers: Stephenson 
& Turner. Quantity Surveyors: Widnell & Trollope. 
Builder: Costain (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. Precaster: Melocco 
Bros. Pty. Ltd. The cost of the building was less than 
$1,600 per square including full dual duct air-con-
ditioning. 
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Seven garden apartments step down a sloping site in 
both directions and maximum possible privacy to each 
is obtained and views are made available from each 
unit north of Middle Harbour, Sydney. This building 
form and arrangement into terraces is a growing archi-
tect designed residential type for Sydney, an admir-
able solution for higher density on one or two large 
expatriated suburban plots. The complex accentuates 
the individual unit by level changes and relatively 
fussier romantic battered detailing softening the state-
ment that here stands an urban precinct. Materials are 
olive buff face bricks, stone, concrete and Canadian 
cedar creosote boards. Architects: Robertson & Hind-
marsh. Engineers: Docker & Smith. Builder: Aspect 
Pty. Ltd. Cost: $162,000. 
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With the media of concrete construction so favoured 
in W.A. building this example contributes to the realm 
of active building forms in concrete which are begin-
ning to add up to a distinctive regional development. 
The basic form is cuboid built upon by a circular 
pumping room and ramped connection, a balcony, 
angular skylight and precast gargoyles to make up the 
overall exciting shape. The example is the Marine Re-
search Laboratories for the W.A. Government's Depart-
ment of Fisheries and Fauna, the CSIRO and the 
Department of Zoology of the U of W.A. located at 
Waterman's Bay on a 21- acre site 9 miles north of 
Perth's city centre. The atmosphere of the Indian 
Ocean site required durable building materials and for 
minimum maintenance precast concrete units were 
chosen for facing panels on the upper level labora-
tories and offices and in-situ white concrete off rough 
sawn pinus radiata boards to the lower level aquaria 
laboratories. Architects and Engineers: Cameron, Chis-
holm and Nicol. Main Contractor: Lilleyman Pty. Ltd. 

The McCarthy house, Brisbane, sits just below a hill 
top and three wings: services and dining, living areas 
and thirdly the bedroom wing join in what the architect 
Patrick Moroney, lecturer at the U of Queensland 
Architecture School describes as a "collision of space". 
The angular forms and natural finishes of brick and 
timber reminisce of the exciting picturesque archi-
tecture of early modern America, explored here with 
confidence without the binding sentimentality and 
nostalgia of that period. 
¶ The A.N.Z. banking group proposes a $20 million 
headquarters on the corner of Collins and Exhibition 
streets, Melbourne, and has brought Montreal planner 
Vincent Ponte from Canada to advise on site develop-
ment. Ponte has made a success in Montreal of multi-
level communication between buildings for separated 
pedestrian and vehicular traffics. 
¶ Carlton and United Breweries Ltd. will build a $2 
million research centre opposite its brewery which 
closes the north vista of Swanston St. Melbourne. 
Architects: Lumsden, Ashton and Hale. 
¶ A reminder: the "Look-In" at the Division of Building 
Research, CSIRO, Highett, Victoria is on the 17th and 
18th February, 1970. To receive a guide to exhibits, 
write to the Chief of the division, P.O. Box 56, Highett, 
Vic. 3190. 
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One of the most difficult design problems facing an 
architect is in adding to existing buildings of strong 
architectural character. Does one take the aesthetically 
safe course of continuing the style of parent structure? 
Is it really safe aesthetically? Or is it possible to build 
a dissimilar but sympathetic structure at least equal 
to the quality of the original and better suited to 
answer present day requirements of service and eco-
nomy? The success of the new chapel for the red brick 
romansque St. Brendan's College at Yeppoon, Queens-
land, should be very encouraging for those despondent 
over the failure of some recent attempts to marry new 
with old. Furthermore, it is not the common solution 
of getting east to meet west by means of a covered 
way but a direct continuation of the original fabric. 
The existing volume is logically generated by require-
ments of liturgy, circulation, light, ventilation and sun-
screening. Of special interest is the ingeneous ventila-
tion obtained via an insect screen ceiling to the 
external ambulatory and tubular brass sun-screening. 
Architects: McKendry & Cheney. Engineers: R. J. 
McWilliam & Partners. Builder: Queensland Pastoral 
Supplies Pty. Ltd. 
¶ The 1969 Copper Industry Scholarship of $2,000 has 
been awarded to Cedric Carle of Sydney, a partner in 
the firm of McConnel, Smith and Johnson. He will use 
the scholarship to study organisation of architects' 
offices with particular reference to methods of docu-
mentation in England, U.S.A. and Japan. 
¶ The 1969 St. Regis-Sisalkraft research scholarship 
worth $2,000 has been awarded to James Learmonth of 
Melbourne. He will use the scholarship to study the 
use of computers in the planning of large scale com-
mercial and institutional projects in the U.S.A., England 
and Scandinavia. 
¶ The R.A.I.A. Silver Medal for 1969 awarded annually 
to recognise and encourage the highest standard of 
student work is received by Richard Anthony Johnson 
of the U of N.S.W. 
¶ S. W. T. Blythe, first head of the School of Architec-
ture and Town Planning at the Hobart Technical College 
is retiring from his post after 21 years service. 
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This "Split Level" (Mark 2) project house designed for 
builders Turner Wood Constructions by architect John 
Chappel has won the RAIA (S.A. Chapter) Award of 
Merit for project housing 1969. The design also won a 
Certificate of Merit awarded by the Timber Development 
Association of S.A. The value of the project house 
system might be gauged from the firm's success since 
1967 in constructing nearly 100 architect designed pro-
ject houses per year, the majority ranging in price 
between $8,000 and $12,000, suitable for lower incomes. 
Illustrated is the Vroom residence which complete with 
land, double carport, site development, 3 bedrooms, 2 
living rooms, outdoor deck and of 12 squares cost 
$15,000. It is basically of timber construction supported 
on tubular steel columns between red brick end walls. 
The roof is finished in white Roman pattern concrete 
tiles. The featured timber finishes, copper fireplace 
and gabled form of the house add to the romance of 
the bushland setting. 
¶ The Clarke Research Grant for 1969/70 was previously 
reserved for the purpose of having a history of the 
R.A.I.A. written and published to coincide with the 
1971 centenary celebrations of the Institute. Some time 
ago Prof. Max Freeland of the U of N.S.W. accepted an 
appointment to lead the necessary research. 
11 Sculptor Ron Robertson-Swann has topped his Co-
malco success (see C-S No. 204, Nov. '69) by winning 
the rich art prize, the $5,000 Transfield, with a painting 
titled "Sydney Summer", a bold abstract column of 
red in a green and yellow field. 
¶ A new town in Central Queensland named Moranbah 
is proposed to house initially 1,500 people based on the 
Goonyella coal project. 

The new State Office Building in Hobart succeeds as 
a block mass on the city skyline forming an effective 
backdrop to the waterfront area and a dramatic node 
when viewed from the surounding parks, but its bulk, 
podium and ground floor treatment lack sympathy and 
integration with the adjoining Parliament House. Finish 
is of grey concrete off steel forms and particle boards 
for the perimeter columns and flat floor slabs and in-
fill bronze anodised aluminium spandrels and natural 
aluminium window frames. Construction Authority: De-
partment of Works, S. T. Tomlinson, Chief Architect. 
Consulting Architects (Design and Supervision): Hartley 
Wilson and Partners. Structural Engineers: J. L. & E. M. 
Daly, Milledge & Lindsay. Mechanical Engineers: Lob-
ley Treidel Game and Partners. Quantity Surveyors: 
Wolferstan Trower and Partners. Builder: E. A. Watts 
Pty. Ltd. 

Darryl Bennetts, fifth year student of architecture at 
the U of Queensland was the only Australian and the 
A.A.S.A. representative at the Biennial Congress of the 
International Union of Architects in Buenos Aires 
during October. The Union held a competition with the 
theme: "a dynamic programme of housing construction 
to satisfy essential needs", and illustrated is his com-
petition entry, housing for immigrants. 

¶ A plan by Clarke, Gazzard and Partners in association 
with Prof. Denis Winston (see C-S No. 194, Dec. '68) to 
convert part of Martin Place, Sydney, into a civic square 
was approved by the reconvened city council. 
¶ Artist Norman Lindsay has died at the age of 90. A 
permanent representative collection of some of his best 
water colours, oils, pen drawings and ship models de-
picting his favourite subjects are housed in the School 
of Architecture, U of Melbourne. The Norman Lindsay 
Gallery is open to the public on Wednesday afternoons. 



Close co-operation between architects and builders has 
enabled completion of the A.M.P. Society's $20 million 
St. James project four months ahead of schedule. 
Just three years after the first bulldozer scraped the 
surface of the cleared site. 
Standing on almost 2 acres of land in the heart of 
Melbourne the complex comprises the six storey L 
shaped St. James building and a 26-storey tower block. 
The most outstanding visible feature is the unusual 
angled facade to the St. James building. This is sloped 
away from the tower block to permit maximum sunlight 
to the plaza and lower floors. It is also angled 45° 
towards Bourke and William Streets to provide maxi-
mum daylight in offices. 
The whole of the facade of both buildings is faced 
in reconstructed granite slabs up to 30' high and 4' 
wide. Contracts were let to two suppliers to provide the 
305,000 square feet of cladding required. To ensure 
uniformity of colour from both suppliers a new granite 
quarry was opened at Mudgee in N.S.W. At one stage 
as many as 60 pre-finished panels were being installed 
in a day. 

It is apparent that a great deal of thought has gone 
into the selection of both exterior and interior finishes 
to achieve an effective balance of two major require-
ments — beauty and ease of maintenance. Reconstruc-
ted granite, anodised aluminium and blue stone paving 
are used extensively on the outside while marble, 
stainless steel and vinyl wall coverings are featured 
internally. The sculpture in the above picture is 
Clement Meadmore's "Awakening". 

This project is an outstanding example of confidence 
and co-operation between proprietor, architect, builder, 
sub-contractor and suppliers which was evident through-
out the entire three years of construction. 

Some 17,500 square yards of Armstrong-Nylex vinyl 
wall covering, 29,000 feet of vinyl skirting and coving 
and 4,000 square yards of Poly-Flor vinyl wall tiles have 
been installed throughout the project. 

Architects: Bates, Smart & McCutcheon. 

Builders: E. A. Watts Pty. Ltd. 
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