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complex will give us a second chance. Let us hope it 
is not wasted on talking solely about function. Archi-
tects: Bates, Smart & McCutcheon with Skidmore, 
Owings and Merrill. Builders: E. A. Watts Pty. Ltd. 
Engineers: Bates, Smart & McCutcheon. Cost: 
$20,000,000. 
¶ Commonwealth architects a-plenty are expected to 
enter a competition to design a new U.K. parliamentary 
building sited near the Palace of Westminster, London. 
The competition is being conducted by the Ministry 
of Public Building and Works in association with the 
R.I.B.A. The Australian representative on the panel of 
assessors is Robin Boyd. The 2-stage competition and 
its draft conditions have been discussed by the panel 
for release by the end of '69. 
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The Belconnen Community Hall, A.C.T. just completed, 
is part of the eventual Belconnen 'A' Shopping Centre 
Complex. Part of the hall is temporarily being used as 
a library. It is spanned by light timber trusses with 
a south skylight and opens onto a walled courtyard 
which will eventually have mature trees and sculpture. 
Interior materials are basically brick walls, natural 
pine timber ceiling, quarry tile floors in the entrance 
areas, timber floor in the hall. External materials are 
face brick, copper roofing and fascias and solar grey 
glass. Architects: Clarke, Gazzard and Partners of 
Sydney. Builder: A.C.T. Builders. Cost: $130,000. 

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE 

CROSS-SECTION 

The 26-storey A.M.P. Tower and its adjacent 6-storey 
St. James building, Melbourne, is now being occupied. 
Unwittingly or not, the complex introduces delicious 
mannerist effects that altogether distract one from the 
simple aesthetic of the clean and the eff icient. From 
William Street the Tower appears to be a monolithic 
peg that has been driven too far into the ground. The 
massive piers and the near eye level plinth of the 
tower facade combine to give this instantaneous thrill. 
The infamous facade of the St. James building has 
moved architecture into the territory of op-art sensa-
tion. From some angles it creates a bewilderment that 
can generate nausea. The angles of the projecting 
terraces contradict the reality of structure and paral-
lex, and stimulate a delicate sensation of horror. The 
Tower block can also be read as a square-section 
hollow granite tube into which a service core spindle 
with attached floor baffles has been inserted. Part of 
the fenestration on the inside of the tube can be seen 
in the foyer. It is identical to the outside fenestration. 
Everywhere there is a concern to differentiate elements 
that make up the overall composition. In this respect 
the building lies within the Classical tradition. The 
foyer is laid out with a scrupulous concern for the 
principles of formal classical planning. The arcade 
of the St. James building is a model of resolution 
within these ancient classical principles. It is archi-
tects' architecture, in the best sense. The gravity, 
unity, and seriousness of this complex shows up much 
of the surrounding architecture of the C.B.D. as fussy 
manipulations of precious materials and effects. Mel-
bourne once before had a similar experience. In 1896 
the Equitable Building was completed to the design 
of a New York architect. Its gravity, unity, and serious-
ness also contrasted with the fussy, intricate, precious 
local design of the day. No lessons were learnt from 
the Equitable Building and it passed into oblivion to 
make way for the new C.M.L. Building. The St. James 



¶ Robin Boyd, of Romberg and Boyd Architects, Mel-
bourne, is the recipient of the R.A.I.A. 1969 Gold Medal 
for an outstanding contribution to architecture. This 
contribution is not only to the local built scene but 
also to architectural criticism and writing on archi-
tecture which has gained world notice. Through books 
and articles too he has aroused the Australian public 
and profession to look hard at the local environment 
which is the greatest challenge faced and conquered 
by any man. Amongst his prolific contribution to writ-
ing, Robin Boyd established, and was first editor of 
Cross-Section. 
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Illustrated are the two 1968 Blackett Award winners 
for meritorious architecture in N.S.W. rural areas, 
namely the Government off ices at Albury and the 
Warren Shire Library. It would seem the N.S.W. Chapter 
jurors could not separate a winner between the urban 
formal design and the rustically picturesque. However 
both buildings are deserving of this merit. The Albury 
off ices come from the Government Architect (design 
architect, David Turner), an agency which has pro-
duced consistently worthwhile design throughout N.S.W. 
country centres. Working drawings: Edwards, Madigan, 
Torzillo and Partners. Structural consultants: P. 0. 
Miller, Millston and Ferris. Builder: McDougall Ireland 
Pty. Ltd. (See C-S No. 174, April '67). The Warren 
library comes from the office of Edwards, Madigan 
Torzillo and Partners (Colin Madigan partner-in-charge, 
C. Kringas associate-in-charge). Structural consultants: 
P. 0. Miller, Millston & Ferris. Builder: F. H. Cunning-
ham & Son, Bathurst, The building contains a junior 
and adult library in an H-form and locates library 
control in the centre. The walls are painted brickwork 
and the steel deck steeply sloping roofs allow high 
level natural lighting reflecting off plaster ceiling 
planes avoiding glare. The library is the first stage in 
the development of a future civic centre. 
¶ The N.S.W. Chapter of the R.A.I.A. will not award the 
Sulman Medal for outstanding architecture this year. 
The jury appointed to consider entries had recommen-
ded that no award be made. This decision can only 
augment the status of the Medal. 
¶ The National Library, Canberra (C-S No. 193, Nov. '68) 
won the Illuminating Engineering Society of Australia 
(N.S.W.) Award for Meritorious Lighting, 1969. 
¶ The Victorian Chapter R.A.I.A. headquarters, Robert 
Russell House, 616 St. Kilda Road, Melbourne, was 
officially opened on Dec. 2nd. 
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The Brisbane firm of Nutter and Charlton received this 
year's Queensland Bronze Medal Award for the William 
Adams warehouse (C-S No. 201, July '69) and also a 
citation, one of three given by the jurors, for this 
more informal domestic design, the Skoein residence, 
Maggill. It is an L-shaped house with wide verandahs 
and the inner fenestration ordered by outer verandah 
posts. Materials externally and internally are left in 
their natural finish or are earth coloured, a gesture to 
the natural setting. 

The other two citations were awarded to the firm of 
Cullen, Fagg, Hargreaves, Mooney and Partners and 
the designs show that one firm can be adept at both 
picturesqueness and formality and win prizes for 
thoroughgoing and consistent essays in both visual 
systems. The first of this firm's citations illustrated 
is St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church, Corinda. 
Materials are confined to basically brick and tile 
and tones and saturations of brown, and explores 
perhaps the forms of F.L.W. Partly enclosed land-
scaped courtyards extend beyond suggested cloisters 
glimpsed from the glazed cross-form interior space. 

The second is for the firm's new Senior College, St. 
Joseph's, Nudgee. One wing is for residential accom-
modation and the other wing has classrooms and 
laboratories, hence the differing well detailed fene-
stration treatments of window and exposed aggregate 
concrete structure and brick infill. 
¶ Dr. Karl Langer, noted Brisbane architect and planner 
has died. He was born in Vienna in 1903, fled German 
occupied Austria in 1937, and set up practice in 
Queensland. Amongst many he designed the head-
quarters building of the Main Roads Department, 
Brisbane, the civic centre at Kingaroy, several Towns-
ville houses, the chapel at St. Peter's Lutheran College, 
Indooroopilly, and the Broadbeach Hotel on the Gold 
Coast. 



11 In the updated R.A.I.A. Code of Professional Conduct 
the first para that spells out the responsibilities of 
every member to the public is to ensure that his pro-
fessional actions do not conflict with his general re-
sponsibility to contribute to the quality of the environ-
ment". Let him that hath no sin ... President John 
Fisher in a preface to publication of the code in the 
RAIA News Oct. '69 points out that it is less restrictive 
in character and the architect "is charged with a 
responsibility to apply himself in every possible way 
to the ever growing problems of our environment and 
to initiate action when such is desirable without neces-
sarily waiting hopefully for someone to engage his 
services in the rather more traditional way". 
¶ In its estimated $22 m. 20-year plan to meet future 
parking needs, the Adelaide City Council proposes 
long-term multi-deck parking stations at 13 sites. The 
most annoying aspect of the car in a car park is that 
it occupies that space in a city centre that might have 
been occupied by that commercial or public enterprise 
which was the motorist's reason for arriving in town. 
There must be a case for the parking station plus 
other land-uses on the same site as against the dead 
space taken up by somebody else's cars in a tiered 
stack. Having left his car the motorist is pedestrian, 
preferring his determined and chance destinations to 
be side by side at least at footpath level, concentrated 
for ease of access and amenity. 
¶ Mr. Sakamaki, a Japanese architect employed by the 
Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, is responsible 
for the design of the new Japanese Chancellory to be 
situated on the corner of Adelaide Avenue and Empire 
Circuit, Yarralumla, Canberra, adjoining the Japanese 
Embassy residence. Construction: 2-storey brick and 
reinforced concrete, occupying 14,000 sq. ft., with esti-
mated cost of $350,000. 
¶ Two major contracts to complete the expressway 
system to Canberra's Woden Valley have been let for 
more than $2.5 million. Contractors: Leighton Contrac-
tors Ltd. One contract is for a $2 million ring road for 
Capitol Hill and $3,  million for a traffic interchange at 
the Adelaide Ave-State Circle intersection. The ring 
road on Capitol Hill has been a contentious point of 
Canberra planning for several years but some works 
were started last year — construction was delayed 
because of the dispute on the siting of the new pro-
posed Parliament House. 
¶ Development of Canberra's biggest retail centre, 
Woden Mall at Phillip, is to begin in about 2 years. 
It will cost at least $10 million on present estimates 
by the Department of the Interior calling for appli-
cations for the private development of the 6; acre site. 
This will be the largest private enterprise development 
undertaken in Canberra and its second major retail 
centre, containing 500,000 sq. ft. of retail space and 
catering for an ultimate district population of 90,000 
people. 

Vast and superior panoramic views of Canberra and its 
environs are screened completely in the Nish residence, 
Mugga Way, Red Hill, Canberra. The 31 square planned 
area of the house is a strong horizontal form, climaxed 
by a windowed skillion over the central portion of the 
house. Brown Bowral bricks together with stained tim-
ber fascia and areas of brick paving present a uni-
formity of colour and sympathetic presence with its 
hill site. Architect: Hancock, Courtney and Renfree. 
Builder: John Pfeiffer Pty. Ltd. 

Two of the latest homes from Canberra architects, 
Roger and Anthony Pegrum, are located in the Bel-
connen area. Although tending to have an oppressive 
and fortress-like appearance with their deep, darkly 
stained timber fascias, the attention to detail and 
interesting natural material selections and balance of 
internal spaces reflected in the stepping ceiling and 
wall plane heights result in strong chunky forms. 
Situated on steeply rising ground both houses of 
approx. 14 squares are simple in planned shape with 2 
bedrooms, spacious living/dining areas, kitchen, laun-
dry and bathroom. Floors generally are of polished 
timber with quarry tiles in wet areas. Builders. Wheeler 
and Anderson Pty. Ltd. 

IT Canberra architect, Harry Foskett has died. Formerly 
a president of the A.C.T. area committee of the R.A.I.A. 
and a Fellow, he was supervising architect-designer 
in the Department of Works and formerly a full-time 
lecturer at the Sydney Technical College and the N.S.W. 
Institute of Technology. 

IT Perth's biggest tower block has started on the former 
Adelphi Hotel site in St. George's Terrace. For the 
Bank of N.S.W., the building will rise 22-storeys and 
267 ft. high to cost $5 million. The project is the major 
stage in the redevelopment of a 2-acre site which 
includes the recently completed international Hotel 
Parmelia (See C-S No. 203, Sept. '69). Architects: T. P. 
Bennett and Son, London, in association with Oldham, 
Boas, Ednie-Brown & Partners, Perth. 
Another large office building project is a $2.5 million 
14 storey 200 ft. high block for the Prudential Assurance 
Co. on the corner of the Terrace and Howard St. 
Architects: Forbes and Fitzhardinge. 
Yet another large project proposed is called Inter-
national House, a $7 million 18-storey office block 
connected by shopping arcades to a 7-storey hotel. 
Architects: Summerhayes and Associates. 
¶ Winding up the Queensland budget debate, the 
Treasurer Mr. Chalk, claimed Government would go 
ahead with a proposed $7 million art gallery in Bris-
bane. 
¶ Chancellor of the U. of Melbourne, Sir Robert Men-
zies, opened the Leighton Irwin Memorial Library in 
the School of Architecture and Building in October. 
Leighton Irwin, the founding principal of Leighton 
Irwin & Co. Pty. Ltd., Architects, was a member of the 
Faculty of Architecture and Building from 1924-62. 



NEW FLOOR PLANI IN OPERATION 

Armstrong-Nylex Pty. Ltd., has announced the 
completion of stage one of their programme to 
produce new types of sheet vinyl flooring in 
Australia. These products have previously been 
imported from America and Canada. 

The new plant, situated on a 42 acre site at 
Braeside, Victoria, officially commenced ope-
ration on 3rd November, 1969, with the pro-
duction of the first Vinyl Corlon in Australia. 
This factory is the most modern of its type and 

one of only three in the world capable of pro-
ducing Vinyl Corlon. The flooring being made 
at Braeside is six foot wide inlaid sheet vinyl 
which will be produced in a variety of designs 
and colours specially developed to serve both 
the residential and commercial markets in 
Australia and for export. 

Vinyl Corlon has been imported into Australia 
since 1960 and its popularity with both archi-
tects and consumers has been a strong factor 
leading to the decision to erect this plant. 

Omstrong-Nylrex 
SALES OFFICES 

VICTORIA: 	 7 Radford Road, Reservoir, 3073. 
Telephone: 46 4861. 

NEW SOUTH WALES: 	717 Canterbury Road, Belmore, 2192. 
Telephone: 750 0411. 
Brambles Building, National Park St., 
Newcastle, 2300. 
Telephone: 2 4757. 

CANBERRA: 	 C/- Nylex Corporation Ltd., 
enquiries 	 157 Newcastle Street, 

Fyshwick, A.C.T. 2600. 
Telephone: 9 2369. 

QUEENSLAND: 	 1717 Ipswich Road, Rocklea, 4106. 
Telephone: 47 5455. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 
	

290 Grange Road, Flinders Park, 5025. 
Telephone: 57 7371. 

WEST AUSTRALIA: 
	

Scarborough Beach Road, 
Osborne Park, 6017. 
Telephone: 24 1056. 

TASMANIA: 
	

276A Argyle Street, Hobart, 7000. 
Telephone: 34 2311. 
73-75 Howick Street, Launceston, 7250. 
Telephone: 44 4033. 
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