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This new building for the U. of Sydney Law School 
replaces the old Law School University Chambers and 
retains the tradition of teaching law in the city. Five 
lecture theatres with a combined seating capacity for 
some 600 students are located on the first and second 
levels. Reading rooms and libraries, staff rooms, pro-
fessional rooms, administrative offices and study rooms 
in the upper levels are served by a bank of three lifts. 
It is a 17-storey concrete structure with precast bush 
hammered concrete cladding panels remaining indi- 
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vidually expressed on the three street front facades 
which gives the building some of its vitality. Deeply 
moulded window frames give sun protection. Window 
sizes vary according to internal function: small win-
dows to library floors and larger windows to staff rooms 
taking advantage of available views. Very red quarry 
tiles are used at the base of the building in contrast to 
the bush hammered concrete. Architects: McConnel, 
Smith & Johnson. Structural Engineers: Woolacott, 
Hale, Corlett and Jumikis. Builder: Civil & Civic Pty. 
Ltd. 

The Holyman's Building in Hobart is a lively addition 
to Montpelier Retreat. Concrete and masonry piers 
support steel roof trusses and the first floor reinforced 
concrete slab downturned at its edges to form beams 
exposed to the world. The backset fascia is copper. 
The cantilevered and slope roofed bay window is to 
the stair well and contributes to the modelling of the 
high relief to the exterior of this off ice building. Al-
though the grid of piers and bays is apparent the 
appearance through the bold dimensioning of its 
detail pieces goes beyond a plane statement and pre-
sents an exciting form. Architects: Philp, Lloyd, Lighton 
& Beattie, of Hobart. 
¶ Mies van der Rohe is dead. With his passing the 
last of the giants who created modern architecture has 
left the scene. The overpowering simplicity of his 
design is the focus for the deep veneration that sur-
rounds this very great architect. All around us we 
see traces, mirrored in other peoples buildings, of his 
search for purity of expression and disciplined use of 
the now familiar "new materials." 
His work has done more than provide an image of 
today in which others can cast their work. In standing 
as a purist in this century of innovation he rekindled 
the great classical past of western architecture, to 
show the everlasting truths which lie in that tradition. 
His work is not only an image of the present day, but 
a means for seeing the past in terms of the present 
day. No greater compliment can be paid an artist. 
There are many Australians whose lives have been 
enriched by Mies van der Rohe's buildings. There are 
many Australian architects whose deep respect for this 
Master Architect will keep his memory alive here as 
they strive to cultivate that perfection to which Mies 
van der Rohe dedicated his life. 

¶ Distinguished Australian architect Arthur Baldwin-
son has died. In 1956 his firm, Baldwinson, Bowen and 
Peters won the Selman Award for the design of an 
hotel at Belmont, in Newcastle, N.S.W. He was edu-
cated at the Geelong Institute of Technology and in 
the 1930's worked for Gropius in England. 
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For the first time town houses were eligible for the 
R.A.I.A. N.S.W. Chapter Wilkinson Award, a prize which 
had previously been restricted to single-family houses. 
The multi-dwelling unit is greatly in need of elevation 
to the scrutiny of judges of design, and it, is rare 
indeed when found to be excellent architecture. Archi-
tects Ancher, Mortlock, Murray and Woolley receive 
this year's Wilkinson for "The Penthouses." 

¶ Bronze Medal award of the Queensland Chapter of 
the R.A.I.A. for 1969 goes to Nutter and Charlton, 
Brisbane for the design of the warehouse and office 
complex for Wm. Adams & Co. Ltd. at Cooper Plains. 
(See C-S No. 201, July '69). The jury described the 
building as "of rare simplicity and harmony, of aesthe-
tic merit, combined with common sense practicality." 

¶ The ideas competition for the development of the 
Toowoomba civic area (see C-S No. 199, May '69) has 
been won by Bligh, Jessup, Brentnall and Partners of 
Brisbane. 

¶ A Royal Charter has been granted to the Australian 
Institute of Building by the Queen: R.A.I.B. not to be 
confused with R.A.I.A. or either with R.I.B.A. 

¶ Belconnen Town Centre is to expand with the build-
ing of offices for government departments. Seven 
3-storey blocks are joined to each other by a pedes-
trian spine. Up to 25,000 people will be employed in 
this centre. Consultant Architect: Prof. John Andrews 
(Toronto). Cost approximately $8.4 million. 

¶ The N.S.W. State Planning Authority has proposed 
a $200 million redevelopment plan for Woolloomooloo. 
60% of the area is already taken up with government, 
local government and government agencies. The re-
maining 40% is available to private development along 
the plan's lines . "The scheme allows for relics to re-
main, but envisages a museum into which would be 
collected the area's historic bric-a-brac." (Australian 
20/8/69). 

If Eight firms will combine to put up a million square 
feet of office space in five buildings on Sydney's 
Martin Place, worth a total of $25 million. The Sydney 
City Commissioners also approved on Sept. 8th '69 
other projects for Sydney, the lot totalling a record 
of $62.5 million. 

¶ "Financial Review" (19.8.69) published a letter from 
a group of "professionals in the engineering, archi-
tectural and planning fields." It pointed out the con-
dition laid down by a professional institute requiring 
that a majority or controlling interest in a firm be 
held by registered members of the institute. Both 
architectural and engineering bodies adhere to this 
rule which means that a consortium calling itself 
"architects and engineers" must have 66% of its 
shares owned by architects and 60% owned by engi-
neers. Impossible? Almost, unless 16% of the share-
holders are qualified members of both institutes. Silly? 
Certainly, since both august bodies are extolling the 
virtues of inter-professional teamwork and co-operation. 
Such an anomalous situation can only work in favour 
of the package-dealer. 

¶ In a series of 3 articles entitled "Universities and 
the 'real' world" (Financial Review 5, 6 & 7 August) 
Yvonne Preston argues the need for a change in atti-
tude to their role in building activities by architects 
and those who train them. Whether due to apparent 

ignorance of the building industry as it really is, or 
to the real complexity of the issues discussed, the 
series appears to produce no real suggestions about 
what changes in attitude are required nor how they 
should be accomplished. Once again the tired com-
plaints about the architectural profession are nume-
rated: we need more skill in management, more 
knowledge of marketing, greater understanding of 
building economics and profitability, more knowledge 
of builders' operational methods. Of course we do. 
But when these deficiencies are paraded against a 
presumed infallibility of all others involved in the 
building industry, the reader's view of architects must 
become unnecessarily distorted. Large deficiencies of 
one sort or another abound in every sector of the 
building industry. The smooth co-ordination of skills 
which should be the hallmark of the most successful 
package-dealers is too often non-existent. The so-
called "professional client" frequently displays little 
knowledge of the user's needs, and even less of the 
building industry. When asked to outline site-operation 
requirements and methods, too many contractors will 
use no imagination (or even sound management prin-
ciples) in allocating resources. Too many users do not 
know their real requirements, but refuse to recognise 
the fact. The list of shortcomings of these members of 
the building team is no less impressive than those of 
the architects whom they criticise. Further, there is 
little evidence to show that these members of the 
team are attempting to make up for their traditional 
deficiencies by introducing management and decision 
skills into their training programmes. On the other 
hand the "professional" members (architects, engi-
neers, and quantity surveyors) are introducing these 
skills into professional education courses. Training 
of architects in particular is now tending to emphasise 
his role as co-ordinator, manager and team member. 
By this means it is hoped to re-establish the architect 
in the role of agent: interpreting the client's ideas and 
translating them into language which can be under-
stood by all other members of the building team. 
In later issues (12 and 13.8.69) Prof. Johnson of Sydney 
Uni. Faculty of Arch., showed great bravado in answer-
ing the criticisms point by point. Well reasoned though 
his statements were, it is hard to see how any balm 
can salve the acid-etched visage of the architectural 
profession presented by Yvonne Preston. It is true the 
profession no longer has its head in the sand. It seems 
we have taken, instead, to baring rather tender portions 
of our corporate body to the wintry gaze of an un-
sympathetic public. 

The Simpson house at Berriwillock in the Victorian 
Mallee is plainly a retreat in this arid wheat farming 
district, a flat and expansive landscape with flora and 
fauna best appreciated at close inspection. A compo-
sition of horizontal buff coloured concrete masonry 
walls and horizontal planes of metal roof decking and 
with minimal vertical window slots creates an atmos-
phere of the cool, substantial, restful protected place 
in a harsh hot and primeval environment. Architects: 
Clarke Hopkins and Clarke. Partner in charge: Jack 
Clarke. Builder: T. Kitson, Berriwillock. 
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So rare in Australian architecture is the expressive 
plastic form, and Sydney architects Ancher, Mortlock, 
Murray and Woolley propose this seven-storey luxury 
apartment block in Elizabeth Bay Road, for five mer-
chant princes. The basement contains boxrooms, ten 
car spaces and the two-storeyed podium has two 
2-storey 28 square townhouses with separate garden 
entry courts, north terraces and swimming pools. The 
five-storeyed tower has two 2-storey apartments of 28 
squares each and a penthouse of 11 squares. The 
curved form will have 8" thick precast concrete load 
bearing panel walls prefinished internally and exter-
nally and prestressed concrete T-beam floor panels 
clear span. The wall panels are based on a 4' 0" 
module. The simple engineering system subserves and 
facilitates the form moulded by the shape of the site 
and setback coverage and height restrictions. Ulti-
mately the designers' will has created this sculptured 
free form. Partner in charge: Stuard Murray. Structural 
Engineers: Connell & Hagenbach. Mechanical Engi-
neers: Planner West. Builders: A. F. Little Pty. Ltd. 

So as to take advantage of existing gum trees on a 
suburban site at Magill, Adelaide, architects J. M. 
Loveday and Associates sited this house at the rear 
of the block, dispensing the traditional notions of a 
large back yard and the formality of the front garden, 
lawn and rose bushes. The mellow and unpretentious 
form and material finishes are in keeping with the re-
tained vegetation and ecology which made the site 
valued and desirable in the first place. Builder: R. T. E. 
Constructions Pty. Ltd. 

The R.A.I.A. Victorian Chapter competition to produce 
designs for the Housing Service have been announced. 
The $1,000 first prize in category A (where prizes in 
this category were donated by the Gas and Fuel Cor-
poration of Victoria) was for a design by John Adam. 
The house is a simple economical rectangle with bed-
rooms one side and living kitchen and family on the 
other. Peter Vaalburg, second prize of $600 and winner 
of the $400 third prize Ken Thompson, produced designs 
more picturesque and complex in form. Each design 
has the kitchen as the central internal space. The 
designs may not break new ground but the competition 
aims for the serviceable and immediately feasible result 
and not the experiment. Judges Jack Clarke, Charles 
Duncan and Graham Whitford have chosen well plan-
ned and very adaptable buildings suited to the subur-
ban lot. Category B was for student designs with prizes 
donated by Messrs Z. & A. Inge. Noel McKernan and 
Peter Brown with a joint entry won the $500 first prize; 
Mike Jan the $300 second prize; John Herniman the 
$200 third prize. 
¶ James MacCormick, formerly principal architect for 
the Canberra P.W.D., and designer of Australia's Expo 
pavilions in Montreal and Osaka, has been appointed 
the new university architect for the U. of Queensland, 
St. Lucia. 



GUARDIAN OF ST. KILDA ROAD 
A new steel and concrete building in St. Kilda Road, 
Melbourne will be the Australian headquarters for 
Guardian Assurance Company Limited. 
To create a structure with the maximum of floor area 
permitted by local regulations, a design was evolved 
working within the framework of the "angle of light 
Regulations." This led to a well proportioned structure 
featuring enforced set-backs on the North and South 
elevations at the 5th and 8th floors and, in so doing, 
creating terraces and decks which are an integral part 
of the plan. 
The golden aluminium solar screen used on the front 
(northern) facade of the building was designed to be 
both decorative and functional. Combining with extra 
projection of the floor slabs it effectively overcomes 
the air conditioning problems often associated with 

large areas of glass in a northern aspect. Careful use 
of white concrete columns, horizontal brick infill panels 
and the gold solar screen assist to blend the building 
into its surroundings without sacrificing individuality. 
To cater for frequent overseas visitors a special three 
bedroom suite has been incorporated in the design 
as well as a Caretaker's Flat. Both have access to 
separate roof gardens and panoramic decks. 
Many of the floor and wall finishes in this fine building 
are Armstrong-Nylex products. They include 7,200 sq. 
yards Poly-Flor continuous vinyl flooring, 400 square 
yards Vinyl Wall fabric and 7,500 yards of vinyl skirting 
and other accessories. 
Architect: Norman Brendel. 
Mechanical Engineer: David H. Youl. 
Builders: Costain (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 
Structural Engineers: A. A. Tear & Associates Pty. Ltd. 

Amstrong-Nylex 
BRISBANE: 2 2984; SYDNEY: 750 0411; NEWCASTLE: 2 4757; 
CANBERRA: 9 2369; MELBOURNE: 46 4861; ADELAIDE: 57 7371; 
PERTH: 24 1056; HOBART: 34 2311; LAUNCESTON: 44 4033. 
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