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¶ Some 150 entries were received on July 11th for the 
RAIA Victorian Chapter — "Age" sponsored competition 
for Melbourne's Civic Square. Meanwhile the M.C.C. 
building and town planning committee chaired by 
architect, Sir Bernard Evans, will give Australian and 
overseas developers four months to submit plans for 
the redevelopment of the Regent Theatre site adjacent 
to the Civic Square, a recent council purchase. 
It is to be hoped the committee makes a study of the 
competition entries. Illustrated are the perspectives 
of the three award winning designs. First prize of 
$2,500 goes to Harry Leong Chan Hing of Melbourne 
for a design which has a space frame canopy of metal 
tubing with translucent roofing providing a cover to 
displays and ceremonies. Areas open to the sun are 
for more passive activity. The upper eastern area has 
a 3-storeyed block of shops, restaurants etc. and be-
hind this is proposed a 50-storey tower block for offices. 
A 44-storey commercial and residential tower and 3-
storey retailing block are proposed in the $800 second 
prize design, a joint entry by Keith and John R. Reid 
of Melbourne. The square space is paved at various 
levels and there is a sloped bank of planting to Swan-
ston St. The retail block on the east side is raised 
high above the ground and would shelter outdoor cafes 
etc. while providing a view to the building proposed 
on the Regent Theatre site. Third prize of $250 was 
awarded to James MacCormick of Canberra. A 3-storey 
block containing an historical museum, restaurant and 
tourist facilities on the western Swanston St. side, 
together with the 16-storey block on the east side 
effectively frames and emphasises the north-south axis 
of St. Paul's Cathedral and the Town Hall. The terraces 
in the square would give the feeling of an outdoor 
theatre. The proportions of the multi-storey block were 
considered by the designer to be sympathetic to the 
proportions of the open space. Behind the 16-storey 
glass skin is a temperature controlled garden of native 
trees and plants, and behind the garden are shopping 
arcades and offices in the upper floors. Twelve other 
designs received honourable mentions. The assessors 
were Harry Seidler, Robin Boyd and Professor Brian 
Lewis. An exhibition of entries will be held in Mel-
bourne within the next two months. 

THE AGE CITY SQUARE DESIGN COMPETITION 

¶ The new president of the R.A.I.A. is John D. Fisher 
of Melbourne, vice-president R. A. Gilling of Sydney, 
honorary secretary K. W. Shugg of Hobart and honorary 
treasurer T. H. A. Cross of Brisbane. 

If The Perth City Council has appointed Eric Sabin 
as city planner, replacing the acting city planner 
Leif Nilsson who replaced city planner Paul Ritter. 
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¶ Dr. Walter Gropius, 86, founder of the famed Bauhaus 
school, died on the 5th of last month. His pioneering 
principle of art with industry in architecture was reali-
sed in his fine new buildings at the beginning of this 
century. It is still found in commercial building of 
today, beyond the obvious technique of curtain walling 
which he established — contemporary projects carried 
out by design teams which align with his passion for 
the collaborative creating total architecture. Total de-
sign in the school went beyond the building object 
to every possible industry produced object: The com-
mon chrome plated tubular steel chair attributed to 
Marcel Breuer, kettles, a motor car etc. Even more 
significant are the programme methods and content 
for learning devised by Gropius and his talented col-
leagues at the Bauhaus, particulary Joseph Ittens and 
Mies van der Rohe, programmes and attitudes recog-
nisable in the curricula of schools of architecture 
today. His views on the environment might well con-
tinue to imbue contemporary building for a longer time 
than the last half century. 

¶ Hubert Locksley Waugh, Sub-Dean of the School of 
Architecture U. of Melb., died on July 10th. His know-
ledge and counsel on matters of professional practice 
was sought by the professional and student alike, and 
he was a valued member of the Professional Practice 
Committee of the RAIA Victorian Chapter. Previous to 
his appointment as Sub-Dean 21 years ago he was 
office manager for Leighton Irwin, architects. He was 
associated with Cross-Section for many years, advising 
on facts and policy. 
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A significant new building in Melbourne is the Masonic 
Centre of Victoria. Through C-S much technical in-
formation on this building has already been published. 
The clients asked the architects Godfrey and Spowers, 
Hughes, Mewton and Lobb, for the Temple image and 
within that limitation the design is successfully 
monumental, and with interest for the eye in the 
movements of the roof line and large panels 
just below it. The external columns have beams sup-
ported half way down their length which affects the 
purity of the external colonnade concept. Material 
finishes are extremely handsome and help the form 
lie in happy repose in the street architecture or when 
viewed from the Fitzroy Gardens opposite. Within a 
great complexity of requirements for seven lodge rooms 
of various sizes, seven supper rooms, library, admini-
strative off ices etc. fitted within the building the most 
brilliant success is the Grand Lodge Auditorium, 
capable of seating 2,300 and also for use as a first-class 
concert hall. The acoustics and sight lines for concerts 
are exceptionally good. No member of the audience 
is seated further away than 85' from where a conductor 
would stand. The dynamically arranged forms and 
lighting of the pipe organs provide a stunning focus 
to the space. The platform is capable of several ar-
rangements. The general lighting, the surface finishes 
and the cantilevered galleries heighten the dramatic 
qualities of a concert performance or Grand Lodge 
meeting. Consulting structural engineers: John Connell 
& Associates. Acoustic consultants: Bolt, Beranek & 
Newman, Cambridge, Massachusetts. Electrical and 
Mechanical engineering: Godfrey and Spowers, Hughes, 
Mewton and Lobb. Quantity Surveyor: Peter D. Forster 
& Associate. Building contractor: E. A. Watts Pty. Ltd. 

¶ The proposal to convert Victoria's State Housing Com-
mission into a redevelopment or urban renewal autho-
rity has come at a time when the Commission's public 
image is on the wane. Present acrimony against the 
Commission centres on its activities in Carlton where 
there is deep division over the ways in which old 
inner suburbs should be revived: redevelopment of 
large areas vs. rehabilitation coupled with low-rise 
medium density development of moribund pockets (so-
called "selective" redevelopment). This dispute, and 
the proposed regulation to extend the Commission's 
field of activity is bringing the whole idea of planning 
under close public scrutiny and not before time. There 
seems more than ever the need for a State Planning 
Authority, with wide sweeping powers to control and 
co-ordinate and supervise the independently directed 
activities of Melbourne's larger governmental agencies. 
Its name would be greatly enhanced if such an authority 
recognised the right of the public to participate in 
planning decisions and demanded that subordinate 
authorities such as the Housing Commission undertake 
thorough-going surveys and analyses, and declare their 
actions on clearly stated principles of town planning. 
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Multi-formed and austere by intention and without the 
creature comforts of carpets, drapes and pastel colour-
ing, John James has designed his own house on slopes 
down to Mosman Bay, N.S.W. The various wedge shaped 
parts of the house are sited on three rocky terraces. 
All floors are covered with salvaged slate roofing tiles. 
Interior walls are bagged brick painted white and out-
side walls are rough bagged with white cement. Ceilings 
are brown Tulip Oak planks between exposed timber 
beams. Window frames are oregon and other external 
timber being natural finished cedar mellowing to a 
rawsilk grey. Every room, except entry and bathrooms, 
has a view of the waters and small courts are formed 
between the various wedges. Each wedge has its short 
end and a window into the downward water view so 
that the window-gazer turning and looking back into 
the room registers an image of expanding interior 
space reflecting the limitless boundaries of the vista 
outside. A timber tree-house at the end of a catwalk 
from the dining room with timber platform floor and 
table and wooden benches for family meals in the 
open completes this scheme. While to some it would 
appear uncomfortable, it is a well constructed and 
detailed environment for a family's particular tempera-
ment. 

¶ The Chairman of the Australian Institute of Urban 
Studies, Mr. L. M. Perrott, has announced an institute 
grant of $100,000 to enable the urban-research unit in 
the Research School of Social Sciences of the ANU 
to study urban development in Melbourne. The three-
year study of Melbourne will be broadly parallel to a 
similar study now being conducted in Sydney which 
will enable comparisons to be made between the two 
cities. 

¶ Three new satellite cities at the existing town sites 
of Melton, Sunbury and Whittlesea are being considered 
by the Vic. Government as a means to halt Melbourne's 
unbroken suburban sprawl. 



The Brisbane Telegraph House for the 70's design 
competition brought forward this significant bit of 
thinking — the "Housing Kit" proposed by Queensland 
U. architecture lecturer Graham de Gruchy. The idea 
is to use reinforced plastic units capable of flexibility 
in arrangement and coping with expansion and con-
traction of family needs. His scheme won second prize. 
It is a prefab system aimed at the Greater Number and 
their desire for the detached dwelling, and it remains 
to be seen whether the prefab will ever lose the stigma 
of sameness and monotony. This do-it-yourself kit has 
potential for variety. In terms of materials and eco-
nomic feasibility, de Gruchy has considered the ex-
panding oil industry and its petro-chemical by-products. 
He has been invited to review similar experiments and 
ideas overseas at the end of this year. 
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The site of this the Paynter house in Brighton in 
Melbourne, is in an area of old houses with slate roofs, 
white painted walls and walled gardens near the sea. 
The site was a sunken formal garden between one of 
these old houses and a beach cottage. Architect John 
Baird, a lecturer at the RMIT architecture school, 
recognised this environment and designed the house 
into it. A sympathetic solid but open form is created, 
blending with the existing environment with sympa-
thetic materials chosen for low maintenance in salty 
air. Walls are load-bearing concrete block finished with 
white cement and lime wash. Outdoor areas are walled 
in for privacy and wind protection and are paved with 
old hand-made bricks. Indoor active areas are paved 
with quarry tiles and passive areas are carpeted. Flat 
ceilings, stairs, cupboards, built-in furniture and doors 
are built of oiled natural timbers. In the upper level 
the white painted plaster ceilings slope with the lines 
of the roof of reconditioned slate. Builder: J. R. Daley. 

¶ C.H.I. (Tas.) Pty. Ltd. are factory producing 2 dwell-
ings per day at Strathgordon, to house the workforce 
engaged on Tasmania's latest hydro-electric power 
project, the $95 million Gordon River scheme. A pre-
fabricated system is used, suited to climate extremes 
including a 13 foot annual rainfall. The outer walls 
consist of a metal cladding in a variety of oven-baked 
acrylic colours and rigid urethane insulation and 
cement sheet. The units are fully demountable and 
capable of reconstruction on another site. Architects: 
Lawrence Howroyd and Associates. 
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Illustrated is a two-storey house with split floors pro-
viding four levels, the lowest related to a sunken court. 
Architect-owner John Marshall Flower had the northern 
side of this 85' x 82' block excavated to form the court, 
which is accessible from the ground floor family room. 
The formal living room is on the third level opening 
through a window wall to a 42' x 8' balcony overlooking 
the court. Wall finishes generally are bagged brickwork 
painted white with clinker brick finish in the formal 
lounge and in retaining walls around the sunken court. 
A sawn-pineboard form-finish concrete is used on the 
balcony balustrade and in the ceilings of the two 
lower levels. The single pitch terracotta tiled roof is 
finished flush with the external walls. The result is a 
strong picturesque form articulating the various 
material finishes. 

If An agreement has been signed between the S.A. 
Govt. and West Lakes Ltd. for what is described as a 
luxury new $100 million suburb near Port Adelaide. 
A 200 acre lake is to be formed by dredging the upper 
Port River. Constructed either side of this will be 4000 
houses and seventy-five acres of shopping facilities 
including a 40 acre regional shopping centre. 

If A report by the Development Corporation to the 
N.S.W. Government recommends that a limited number 
of country centres be developed to urban area size with 
populations ranging from 100,000 to 150,000. The report 
outlines the concept of selective decentralisation as 
against piecemeal attempts to decentralize over the 
156 towns in N.S.W. 



   

 

A GAZEBO AT KINGS CROSS 

 

 

Sydney's King Cross is well known throughout the 
world. For years its attraction has depended largely 
on its night life and the "in groups" who frequent its 
streets, cafes and bars. Then came the Chevron Hotel 
as well as the much photographed, very beautiful, El 
Alamein fountain and The Cross' attraction grew. Now 
it has the Gazebo Motel and another landmark. Built 
for Masters Hosts Motor Hotel Group the new Motel 
is reminiscent of the gazebos found in old English 
country gardens. Like them it is also a place to relax 
and enjoy the view. 
Built on the "flat plate" principle, the building has 
twelve external pre-cast columns. These are finished 
with exposed white marble chips as are the pre-cast 
wings which not only mask the edge of the concrete 
floors but also add to the building's appeal, and pro-
vide sun control and weather protection to each room: 
Air conditioning ducts are incorporated in the exterior 
columns. Seventeen of the building's 22 floors are 
above ground level and of these 16 are devoted to 
accommodation. Most floors have 13 suites with six 
special large suites available on the top three floors. 
Dark anodised aluminium window frames and solar 
bronze glass to reduce glare and control heat radiation, 
blend harmoniously with the marble chip finish on all 
exposed concrete. 
Ample parking has been provided for guests on four 
floors below ground level — an essential in this densely 
populated area. On the roof level is an enclosed swim-
ming pool with spectacular views all over Sydney. 
Careful consideration has been given to all aspects 
of interior decoration. This is particularly evident in 
the public areas. The reception area is finished in 
bright orange and red which harmonise with gold chain 
curtains and bronze vinyl coverings. This colour scheme 
is carried through to the adjoining dining room. Small 
silver table lamps, designed by Mr. Erwin Hacker, 
silversmith, retain the original shape of the gazebo. 
The gold chain curtains allow diners to look out but 
prevent passers-by from seeing in. 
Some 2,400 yards of Armstrong-Nylex Vinyl Wall Cover-
ing, in a special bronze colour, were used in corridors, 
dining and reception areas. This material was chosen 
for its decorative effect, functional properties and ease 
of maintenance. 
Design, construction, engineering and landscaping 
supervision were all carried out by the Fischer Group of 
Companies. 
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SALES OFFICES 

 

 

VICTORIA: 	 7 Radford Road, Reservoir, 3073. 
Telephone: 46 4861. 

NEW SOUTH WALES: 717 Canterbury Road, Belmore, 2192. 
Telephone: 750 0411. 

QUEENSLAND: 	35 Charlotte Street, Brisbane, 4000. 
Telephone: 2 2984. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 	290 Grange Road, Flinders Park, 5025. 
Telephone: 57 7371. 

WEST AUSTRALIA 	Scarborough Beach Road, 
Osborne Park, 6017. 
Telephone: 24 1056. 

TASMANIA 	 276A Argyle Street, Hobart, 7000. 
Telephone: 34 2311. 

73-75 Howick Street, Launceston, 7250. 
Telephone: 44 4033. 
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