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As opposed to others, the design presented a dramatic 
enclosure of space that, while solving all technical 
problems, displayed an architecture reminiscent of a 
Gothic cathedral." This is one of the statements stres-
sed by the award committee as a factor in their choice 
of Southland. The R.A.I.A. Victorian Chapter Bronze 
Medal went to Tompkins Shaw and Evans for their de-
sign of the Southland Shopping Centre (see C-S Issue 
No. 2u0, June, '69). The press release by the awarding 
committee didn't make it clear as to what overall cri-
teria they judged the citation winners between one 
category and another. The presentation evening made 
it no more clear. The criteria for category winners too 
is rather vague and seemingly dilettante: built in a 
busy street, the most monumental since the Shrine, 
using precast concrete panels, a new building type 
developed in the 20C, etc. The award committee does 
represent a formidable symposium of experience and 
taste in the absence of criteria commonly held by 20C 
architects. Design today, as in the previous century is 
significant in that style is championed as being appro-
priate to a particular purpose or building type. There is 
no great guiding principle or theory for all architects, 
the exception being an individual's set of criteria for 
his treatment of all building types e.g. Mies or Le Cor-
busier. The award may be made for the best in a par-
ticular category with its particular criteria but how to 
judge between categories? The 1970 jury will be faced 
with the task of awarding a Silver Medal to the best 
Victorian building of the last decade.  

¶ The RAIA Convention in Adelaide was presented with 
a rather dismal picture of the architect's role 1980+. 
Harry Seidler talked of the poor image of today's 
architect, performing poorly in two aspects: represent-
ing provinciality aesthetically and plain lack of taste 
without any discernabe unifying philosophy emerging; 
non-re.iabi;ity as to cost, time and efficiency are the 
popu.ar understanding of the architect's functioning. 
recause there is no deep-rooted aesthetically creative 
zeal the rigid almost exclusive.y material mind of the 
businessman characterises those who, on the face of 
wings, are successful today. His solution is for a new 
revitalised visual education. While, like Seidler, Robin 
Loyd mentioned the inroads of the package dealer and 
tha unhappy new role and status of the architect be-
cause of package dealing, he urged the education of 
pubic tastes in design, the education of the future 
client. Peop:e in Nustralia are afraid to commit them-
selves to a single creative idea. The earl years of 
high school should expose the secondary student to 
basic training in the elements of design. both of these 
speakers were interested in the reinstatement of the 
architect in the taste-making job through educating 
the taste of the architecture student and the public. 
is this reconcilable with the student rally point of 
freedom? Sir William Hudson spoke of a possible 
alarming position Australia may be in by 1980 — under-
populated and under-productive in foodstuffs for the 
increased millions in countries around us. He also 
spoke of the role the profession might play in materials 
and techniques research and in industrial safety. Prof. 
Peter Karmel spoke of the economy in the next 15 
years experiencing increased growth at a national and 
individual level and the growth of the metropolises. 
As well as a quantitative assessment of future growth 
he spoke of the growth of social inter-relationships 
and education and the need for carefully rationalised 
objectives in priority. 
¶ The AASA (student) Convention in Adelaide last 
month was another event that could affect the direc-
tion of things. The 'Archigram' lesson as delivered by 
the man himself, Denis Crompton, was well received 
after an eariy shuffling of architectural feet. Martin 
Webb made his point that an increasing density of 
people should be matched by an increasing quality 
of people. Jane Abercrombie demonstrated convinc-
ing,y that perception isn't a simple process and for 
the merits of the 'Archigram' approach to be seen may 
mean that Crompton's battle cry of freedom be em-
braced so that the student can have another look. She 
also eloquently explained that the problem is how to 
get peop.e to see new or unexpected things and if 
bombarded with new contrary experience develop flex-
ible minds. The Adelaide hosts found it interesting to 
receive the full inter-action of the diverse opinions 
that are current in Australian architectural schools. 
From student remarks it would seem freedom in some 
schools is a dirty word, depending upon what freedom 
means. 
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This new Sundale shopping development at Southport, 
Queensland, illustrates some of the difficulties con-
fronting Woolworth's staff architects. Firstly there is 
land ownership. Here, properties in the form of a 
house, service station and narrow "outwardly piped" 
holiday flats survive to dwell in isolation between the 
expanse of the Pacific Highway and the shopping 
centre. Then there is the business of establishing an 
individual silhouette. Bold forms often run into diffi-
culty when faced with everyday requirements. In this 
case, how does such a roof connect to the supporting 
columns, and what happens when a window is required? 
Although the surrounding asphalt desert exists, parking 
areas closer to the centre have the density increased 
by the provision of an upper level. In addition to 
creating a welcome new visual dimension, it also 
means some people may park under cover (very useful 
in Queensland rain). Sunlight and shade, winding 
routes between columns and vague lane markings help 
keep speeds down. What about orientation in the ex-
citing varied geometric plan? A locality identification 
system of colours and numbers is unintelligible and 
it takes a trained man some minutes to work out the 
plans displayed for public guidance. Inside there is 
the problem of controlling the occupants. Can they 
be prevented from doing over the whole place with 
cigarette promotions? Must the amplified guitarist be 
compulsory everywhere? In spite of the lofty clerestory 
height of the central hall, the bridges, fountains, stage, 
escalators, empty information booth, window dressers' 
dangles, disc jockeys stall and the current promotion, 
all combine to reduce scale and induce a claustro-
phobic feeling similar to an overfurnished Victorian 
drawing room. 

¶ Geelong, not to be outdone by that town up the 
road, Melbourne, has been considering forming a 
square in the heart of the city. Local shopkeepers 
whose properties stand in the way are not impressed. 
¶ In the last financial year approved new buildings in 
Tasmania were worth $74 million. 

¶ The Vic. Govt. has announced its plans for a $24 
million 52 mile 8 lane freeway and central 2 track 
railway from Melbourne to eastern suburbs. 
¶ Flat building will be banned over much of the Mel-
bourne metropolitan area if a proposal by the MMBW 
becomes law. Residential zone C of its current plan 
is to be divided into two classes, one prohibiting flats 
and the other allowing flats under local council permit 
approval. The inner suburbs zoned A and B are not 
affected by the proposal and will remain fair game 
for the public or private flat developer. In Melbourne 
1967-68 46% of all dwellings constructed were flats 
in blocks providing too often a poor environment for 
inhabitants, existing neighbours and the street archi-
tecture and landscaping. In zones A and B the Vic-
torian Housing Commission has been most active in 
latter years clearing blocks for redevelopment in what 
the MMBW describes as a physically obsolescent sec-
tor. This redevelopment by the Commission's design 
standards or those of the private firm sold a site on 
which to capitalise accounts for about 8% of flat 
construction. Private ownership in this so-called obso-
lete sector has lately restored, rejuvinated and re-
vitalised large parts of this area. Associations of resi-
dents in the inner suburbs are opposing the wholesale 
destruction of every dwelling within a block and are 
finding the motives of public redevelopment puzzling 
and suspect. The MMBW looks ahead to A.D. 2000 when 
Melbourne is expected to have a population of 5 mil-
lion. It would seem as a basic assumption the future 
metropolis will be suburban. The vision of the sacro-
sanct idyll of the suburban life with isolated pockets 
of low-rise flats will be perpetuated. This vision is 
ingrained in the Australian psyche if Arthur Koestler 
is right in his impressions of this country expressed in 
an article in London's Sunday Times (25-5-69). Austra-
lians enthuse about the bush, he says, but it is the 
most highly urbanised nation in the world and a Mel-
bourne family occupies eight times more living space 
than a London family. Australia has a suburban civili-
sation. In contrast to the immensity of open spaces 
and ocean beaches, Australian suburban life is claus-
trophobic. Yet Australian crowds according to Koestler 
have the smell of loneliness. The suburban culture 
tends to be affected by agoraphobia, a fear of the open 
spaces of the mind. The image of a super Los Angeles 
is the goal or is this a bureaucratic assumption? 
Melbourne is spreading at a lower density than L.A. 
facilitated by existing and proposed freeways which are 
piddling in comparison. Perhaps the higher and higher 
density centre idea simplifies and justifies the problem 
of spreading out? The inner suburbs are to be destroyed 
to make it workable? Soon all privately owned 19C 
building in the C.B.D. and inner areas will have dis-
appeared? There are alternate visions. In Paris the 
inner sector is sacrosanct and high density develop-
ment is on the fringe. The large housing estate com-
plexes, shopping and offices are developed vertically 
while in Melbourne the huge shopping centres, the 
factories and administrative offices of the giant cor-
porations and the housing estates are realised hori-
zontally consuming vast tracts of land. In contrast to 
Melbourne the profile of Paris' built volume is a con-
cave line while Melbourne's is convex. Lewis Keeble in 
addressing a meeting of the API in Melbourne said: 
The MMBW plan, while it flirts with corridors (the idea 

of fast transport corridor lines emanating from Mel-
bourne's centre), does indicate a realisation that there 
are altenatives which warrant serious investigation." 
Koestler: "One cannot help but sympathise with the 
predicament of a nation which descended from trucu-
lent forebears, tried to cultivate peacefully its little 
gardens on an inhospitable continent, and to create 
a suburban idyll in an unidyllic age." 
¶ A feasibility study has been submitted to the town 
council on the redevelopment of Launceston's civic 
area by Sydney architects and planners Clarke, Gazzard 
and Partners. The report concludes that the Launceston 
Town Hall and Magistrate's Court building should be 
preserved and proposes a $4,400,000 first stage building 
to accommodate some of the State and Federal offices 
presently scattered through the town. 
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B.H.P. has announced, at last, plans to build a $16 m., 
500' high headquarters tower on the site of Menzies 
Hotel in Melbourne. Architects Yuncken Freeman have 
designed a smooth steel and glass prism freestanding 
on a paved plaza. The surface of the prism will be 
reticulated by a graphic statement of its low weight/ 
sq. ft. steel structure. Diagonal bracing in 2-storey 
bands around the lower, middle and upper plant-room 
levels of the tower, will restrain movement due to wind-
loading. The building is identical in plan, shape with 
the new A.M.P. St. James project, currently polishing 
its granite sleekness just across the road. Together 
they should form an impressive civic space. 
¶ The total value of developments approved by the 
Sydney City Commissioners since they took office in 
Nov. 1967 is more than $200 million. The latest large 
project approval is for a $15 million, 44-storey re-
development of the Adams Hotel — Royal Arcade 
block. A private bus terminal and services and shop-
ping arcades on the ground and first floors, a licensed 
hotel on the second and third floors incorporating and 
preserving the well-known Marble Bar from the old 
Adams, offices, a residential hotel and a restaurant 
are planned. Another large project is a $20 million 
44-storey building replacing the Trocadero building 
and will include convention halls, a live theatre, five 
cinemas, hotel and offices. Architect for the latter 
project: Roy Grounds & Co. Pty. Ltd. 
¶ Plans for the first multi-storey flat blocks in Adelaide 
have been announced: 20 apartments at 2 per floor 
in a 10-storey building is expected to cost $750,000. 
Architect: J. S. Chappel. Builder: Highrise Pty. Ltd. 
Another 10-storey block of apartments proposed are 
by architects Michael Thiele and Associates, Adelaide, 
in association with Schaeling, Boys and Vickery of 
Sydney. Cost: $600,000 for 36 units. Kavan Pty. Ltd., 
builders. 
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The industrial development at Coopers Plains, Bris-
bane, is booming and the results are a mixed blessing. 
One outstanding example however is this administra-
tion off ice and warehouse for William Adams & Co. Ltd., 
steel and aluminium merchants. Built on time and on 
cost to a tender price considerably below the estimate, 
it is a fine piece of work that reflects good management 
control. It is the management "know-how" that guides 
and preplans company activities, and this is such a 
test case. Other companies blunder on with speculative 
"design and build" teams that result in chaos and 
often poor figuring in the ledger. Any management 
team that ignores the design team is certainly not 
on the ball. "Group Dynamics" such as this professional 
consortium really proves the point. Architects: Nutter 
and Charlton. Engineers: McDonald Wagner & Priddle. 
Builder: F. A. Pidgeon & Son Pty. Ltd. Landscape 
Architect: A. Frick & Associates. Electrical & Mechani-
cal Engineers: H. Platt & Associates. Quantity Sur-
veyors: H. Mitchell & Son. 
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Siemens Industries Limited have built their Sydney 
headquarters, on a busy north road out of Sydney, 
along the same lines and with the same architects 
as their Melbourne offices in Richmond: Gerd & Renate 
Block, Melbourne. The Richmond building established, 
in the company's estimation, an "image" suitable for 
Sydney. The structure is flat slab and pier concrete, 
and finishes are exposed quartz aggregate rendering 
to the external concrete, hollow (for servicing) redwood 
window joinery and glass of the bronze-coloured re-
flecting type, used in some large office blocks in Mel-
bourne and occasionally in Sydney. This design is 
an excellent exercise in proportioning which has a 
lively and vigorous fenestration and will still be a 
successful composition with the addition of two more 
floors along the same lines at a later date. Supervising 
architects: Clark Gazzard and Partners, Sydney. Con-
sulting engineers: Irwin, Breedon and Johnston, Mel-
bourne (with supervision by Miller, Milston & Ferris, 
Sydney). Builders: Welch Bros. Pty. Ltd. Cost: $370,000. 
¶ Mr. H. W. Hein, formerly a town planner with the 
N.S.W. State Planning Authority has been appointed 
deputy chairman of the Victorian Town and Country 
Planning Board. 
¶ Canberra architect, Robert G. Warren has been ap-
pointed to the U.N. development programme in Indo-
nesia as a consultant on low cost housing. 
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Armstrong-Nylex 
Poly-Flor 
Is budget one of your 
considerations? 

The characteristic resilience 
of Poly-Flor, plus its high 
degree of recovery from 
indentation, makes it 
especially suitable as a 
durable, economical floor for 
commercial use. And because 
it will not contaminate and 
resists staining, it is ideal for 
hospitals, laboratories, film 
labs, schools, etc. Poly-Flor 
will not support combustion, 
contains no asbestos, and 
can be welded. 
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sheet and 9" and 12" tile, in 
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Slabs can be made to order. 

Armstrong-Nylex 
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For a proper finish. 

Armstrong-Nylex make a 
wide range of vinyl flooring 
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patterns. Covers most wall 
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