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If In Sydney, the government announced a $75 m. 
plan for specialised bulk and container port develop-
ment on the north shore of Botany Bay. 
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The Melbourne surburban City of Malvern is justly 
proud of its new swimming centre named in memory 
of the late Prime Minister Harold Holt. On a large 
site five pools are spaciously laid out in sympathy 
with the planted banks of a previous pool built in 
1926. The architects Kevin Borland and Daryl Jackson, 
working in conjunction, show in the appearance of 
the building enclosing two of the pools, and the site 
layout, an approach which, while also the province 
of some other young architects here, is in marked 
contrast to the ubiquitous neo-classic, rectilinear and 
fussy approach of many Australian architects. 
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¶ Under the sponsorship of the "Age" (and not the 
"Small Age" as C-S reported in respect of the paper's 
Housing Service in the last issue) in Melbourne the 
R.A.I.A. Victorian Chapter have announced in conjunc-
tion a competition for Melbourne's emerging Civic 
Square space, while the existing buildings come 
tumbling down. Conditions for the competition not 
distributed at the time of writing, will be complicated 
by a press report of Council's intention to purchase, 
at about $2 million, the flamboyant Regent and Plaza 
cinemas, which would extend the eastern boundary 
beyond original expectations, but intending competi-
tors can expect special conditions for this possibility. 
The "Age" is offering three prizes, $2,500, $800 and 
$250 to architects Australia-wide. (Some 4,700 hence 
are eligible, plus sponsored student entries) assessed 
by Prof. Brian Lewis of the University of Melbourne 
School of Architecture and Building, Harry Seidler, 
Sydney architect for the award-winning Australia 
Square plaza, and Robin Boyd, distinguished architect, 
author. Entries are due on July 1st! The south-to-north 
boundaries generate across the space disparate axes 
from the Gothic-Revival, basically Butterfield St. Paul's 
Cathedral and Reed and Barnes' Neo-Classic Town Hall. 
From the west-to-east, there is at least a one-storey 
rise, or more, depending on the fate of the cinemas. 
Across Swanston St., on the downward west side the 
view is to Moderne buildings and nondescript others, 
all poor, and a dreadful aspect. Should the surface 
of the square (or piazza?) be hard or soft? What is 
its singular or multifarious purpose? It's fair to re-
mark that only the soft open surfaces in Melbourne, 
the brilliant ring of fawned gardens, especially the 
Botanic Gardens, succeed. The hard urban spaces that 
have been more recently formed are intimidatingly 
pompous and dare the citizen to set foot and forth 
upon them to invent his own activity, bye-laws per-
mitting. He hasn't, unless there are some nice var-
nished Scandinavian-type seats and sub-urban flower 
beds and boxes, on which to prop. Might the 'Pop' 
stream display potential? Illustrated is sculptor Claes 
Oldenburg's proposed Monument for Stockholm "The 
Giant Wing Nut." 

If Mr. Davis Hughes has announced that the Sydney 
Opera House halls and theatres and their equipment 
and services would cost $48m., or 57% of the announced 
and wished-for total budget of $85 m. 



The site has the pools strung out irregularly over its 
length, each with a shape and profile fitting its use. 
A priority of placement for the pools is determined 
by the location of supervising lifeguards. A shallow 
circular children's wading pool, a metric Olympic pool, 
and a circular diving pool stretch northwards away 
from the supervisors. To the south a beginners pool 
and a learners pool are in a heated, highly contrived, 
and delightful building made up of separately ex-
pressed circulation, observation, and service compo-
nents. This could be a recipe for disaster, but for the 
jewel like scale of the building. Each of the separately, 
and sometimes wilfully, expressed elements are wor-
ked out in carefully exposed textured concrete and 
blocks. 
This concentration of concrete stands against a finely 
divided glass wall which permits a passer-by to look 
right through the building to the diving tower at the 
north end of the site. 
For those who preach this thoroughgoing atomization 
and anatomization of functions this complex is worth 
visiting. For those who scorn it, the complex might 
be an object lesson in how difficult it is to carry off this 
approach. 
The architects were assisted by the City Engineer and 
the Council's Baths Committee. Builder, A. R. P. Crow 
and Sons Pty. Ltd., Q.S., Donald J. Cant; Water Treat-
ment and Pools Structures, Scott and Murphy; Struc-
tures, Site and Drainage Engineers, J. A. Taylor; Mech. 
Equip. J. A. Mansell; Sewerage, S. A. M. Scott. Con-
struction Contract Cost, $480,000. 
¶ The R.A.I.A. Queensland Chapter has urged a com-
petition, restricted to Queenslander architects (as 
voiced by president H. J. Parkinson in the local press), 
following State Cabinet approval of a site and resolu-
tion to build a new Art Gallery in South Brisbane 
overlooking the river. Some idea of the cost in mind: 
$7 million. 
¶ Toowoomba City Council in Queensland has offered 
$2,000 prize money in an "ideas" competition among 
architects for the development of its Civic "Square." 
An expected $21- million will be spent on the "Square," 
comprising open public space and administrative build-
ing, existing and projected. Architects in Queensland 
only were eligible to compete, another manifestation 
of parochialism found in the Brisbane Art Gallery 
entreaties. The assessors, Prof. Gareth Roberts of the 
University of Queensland, Toowoomba alderman and 
architect B. J. Hodgen and City Engineer and Town 
Planner G. R. Wilmoth, will announce their awards in 
September. 

Canberra's first schoolhouse, located beside St. John's 
Church, Reid, with its attendant schoolmaster's resi-
dence has undergone restoration following a decision 
by the NCDC to open the building as an historical 
museum. Built in the early 1840's, it was Canberra's 
only school until 1880 — a small, tough vernacular 
expression of a rustic will to arrange building form, 
well restored by architects Cuker, Thompson and 
Goldsmith. Builder: J. Webster. 
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The precise detailing of Kinhill Pty. Ltd.'s new build-
ing in Kent Town, S.A., is in the spirit of Mies, even 
to the suggestion of a hollow podium, actually peri-
meter R.H.S. beams, and entrance stairs with intel-
lectual support. A flat skin wrapping the building 
gives the viewer delight in finding the slight relief of 
the ever-so-slightly, deliciously recessed columns, 
and in the reveal of the solar bronze glazing within 
the 'aluminised' aluminium frames. In the same way 
he would enjoy the seemingly mechanical stretcher 
bonding and round raked joints of the exterior 'drift-
wood' clay brickwork. The proportions of this tight 
surface are fine. Unlike an interior by Mies, where a 
big open space behind the interior finish skin layer 
would be found, this one contains a very precisely 
formed and well detailed multitude of spaces for the 
various Kinhill operations. Architects: Hassell, McCon-
nell & Partners (R. L. Roberts, partner in charge). 
Structural engineers: Kinnaird, Hill, de Rohan & Young. 
Mechanical & Electrical engineers: Mark Tostevin & 
Associates. For 9,880 sq. ft. the cost was $149,265, fully 
air-conditioned. 
¶ Federal Capital summary: Canberra's National Gal-
lery, the subject of a "design approach" limited 
competition held last March, won by the Sydney firm 
of Edwards, Madigan, Torzillo and Partners, now ap-
pears to be heading for the lake on a proposed site 
west of the Kings Avenue Bridge, supposedly to pro-
vide a "counterpoint" for the National Library within 
the Parliamentary Triangle. This may be so in terms of 
the buildings being public symbols or just similar land 
uses in the town planning conception but compared 
in design approach and composition the buildings 
will be nodes of "counter-attraction" and "counter-
acting" rather than "counterpoint." The gallery com-
petition site was the slopes of Capitol Hill, but this 
area later became a possible focal point, after the 
free-vote parliamentary debate, for the siting of Par-
liament House. Melbourne architect, Edward F. Billson, 
a former partner of Canberra's original planner, Walter 
Burley Griffin, gave evidence before the Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee on the New and Permanent Par-
liament House and nominated Camp Hill as the 
Parliament site, according to Griffin's original concept. 
To what extent will the Gallery architects be expected 
to stick by the building form they designed for the 
slopes when they may be asked to design for a site 
of an entirely different character? 



Congratulations to the R.A.I.A. Victorian Chapter's 
Publications Committee (Conveyor/Editor: Robin Boyd) 
and Managing Editor (Feico Derschow) for its new-look, 
bright, graphically updated Chapter magazine, the 
"Architect," and for solid interest in it. 
¶ Proposals have been submitted on behalf of the 
A.M.P. Society to Sydney City Commissioners for 
approval of a building adjacent to the present curved 
Circular Quay A.M.P. — a $21 million, 612 ft. (Aus-
tralia's tallest), 51 floored office block. Site coverage 
is 0.3 of an acre on a 1.5 acre site. Architects: Peddle, 
Thorp & Walker. The Society has built, over the years, 
14 blocks in Sydney and has had no trouble in finding 
tenants. 
¶ Taylor Woodrow (Australia) Pty. Ltd. have started 
construction on a new 4-level City Arcade, 14-storey 
office tower and 850-seat cinema complex in Perth. 
The City Council called for design proposals from 
developers when offering the $1 million site. Archi-
tects for the successful tenderer are Summerhayes 
and Associates. 

Four holiday houses designed by Romberg & Boyd of 
Melbourne, built on the edge of a cliff overlooking 
Port Phillip Bay at Portsea are identical in plan, 
but orientated as they are, on a confined block, com-
pose an interesting massing and privacy for each. 
An upturned 45° angle canted verandah roof to a 
long glass wall in each building copes with summer 
and winter sun penetration. A long roofed garden, 
corridor, hard finished, gives access to all the rooms, 
a fenced-in open court and carport. The planning 
and finishes of white painted brick and a great quan-
tity of 'natural' Western Red Cedar establish an 
atmosphere of holiday informality, and the timbered 
'Guest House,' the wet and coolness of trellised ferne-
ries, and evokes the pleasurable qualities of stick 
timber. Builders: A. Thomson & Sons. 
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The T. & G. Insurance Building is one of many under 
construction in Brisbane's city centre. To examine high 
rise buildings under construction is revealing. The 
structural bones are laid bare and the evidence or 
absence of creative thinking by the architects is 
clearly shown. The T. & G. towers above its neighbours 
as a clear structural solution that comprehensively is 
a total expression of design for climate (plus the 
winner that here, structure and cladding are one). 
For example, each structural spandrel beam seen in 
the illustration is L-shaped to provide sunshading to 
the glass walls, and is pre-cast with a brown aggregate 
finished surface. A network of post-tensioned and pre-
stressed floor beams provide an almost column-free 
interior. Other high rise buildings do not resolve design 
for climate and structure and economy so neatly. The 
costs show that this solution is not more expensive. 
Architects: Stephenson & Turner; and in Association, 
Hall, Philips & Wilson. Consultant Engineer: Rankine 
& Hill. Builder: E. A. Watts. 
¶ Historian Dr. Stephen Murray-Smith in the Mel-
bourne "Herald" (11/3/69), has put the case for co-
ordinated regional planning in Victoria in an article 
which describes the "uglification" of Phillip Island 
in Westernport Bay, Victoria. Two elements contribute 
to the process of natural destruction: increasing popu-
lation and greed. Increasing population requires more 
and more recreational spaces where the individual 
can "get away" from it all. Greedy developers reduce 
the extent of available spaces by sub-dividing and 
selling off holiday home sites, and setting up com-
mercial ventures designed to exploit the holiday mood 
— thus "bringing it all back" to the people. What 
was once sought after now becomes something to 
be avoided — a direct result of the mistaken belief 
that you cannot only have your cake and eat it — but 
that there is plenty more where that lot came from! 
The growth of population causes an acceleration of 
the destruction of natural resources. Indeed, the popu-
lation explosion is corollarised by the concept of a 
"resources implosion." It is futile for our planners to 
attempt to cope with one without recognising the 
other. 
¶ C-S meant to report in its last issue that the Mer-
chant Builders team is led by partners David Yencken 
and John Ridge. 



NEW MASONIC CENTRE 
Of special interest at the moment, particularly in Melbourne, 
is the recently completed Masonic Centre of Victoria. This 
is the first Masonic Temple built anywhere in the world since 
the California Memorial Temple was erected in 1959. Built 
at a cost of $3,000,000, excluding furniture, furnishings and 
equipment, the building is provided with a continuous pedi-
ment roof supported on 36 columns around all four facades. 
The columns are each 60 feet high and measure 4 ft. by 2 ft. 
in plan. They are clad in white Sicillian marble and form a 
10 ft. colonnade around all four sides. External walls are 
clad in beige coloured glass mosaic tiles — some 5,000 square 
yards. Facia panels, pediment roofs, etc. are clad in white 
ceramic mosaic tiles. 
The building is planned to accommodate both Masonic activi-
ties and public functions. A decorative symbolic screen can 
be used to segregate traffic in the foyer. The Eastern half 
of the ground floor is a banquet and supper room complex 
of seven rooms catering for from 80 to 250 people or the 
whole area can be opened up to accommodate over 700 
people. The Western, Masonic section of the building accom-
modates Offices, Board and Committee Rooms, Library, Mu-
seum, etc. on the ground floor. First, second and third floors 
contain seven Lodge Rooms, six Rehearsal Rooms and other 
meeting rooms. There is one large Lodge Room seating 400 
which is two storeys high and features a 30 ft. high reredos 
screen clad in blue glass mosaic tiles. 
All four upper floors of the Eastern section are occupied by 
the main auditorium (some 60 feet high) known as the Dallas 
Brooks Hall. This will accommodate an audience of 2,175 plus 
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a 100 piece orchestra. The orchestra platform is partly mobile 
and can be adapted to form four different shapes. 
To achieve near perfect acoustic qualities in the hall the 
architects consulted Bolt, Beranek and Newman Inc. of 
Massachusetts, U.S.A. A visually opaque but acoustically 
transparent false ceiling has been provided so that sound 
may be reflected off the soffit of the roof. Over the area of 
the platform are suspended a series of heavy plaster pyramid 
panels to balance the early reflected sound from the orchestra, 
with the reverberant sound. The whole of the rear of each 
balcony has been left open as a full height well to allow the 
sound reflected from the roof to be funnelled down behind the 
balconies and so augment the reception to patrons in the 
rear of the Hall. In addition, the reverberation time of the 
Hall can be varied by up to ? second by the use of retractable 
woollen draperies hidden behind an acoustically transparent 
screen at the rear of the Hall. This provides a "lively" room 
for concert music or a "dead" room for speech with any 
variation in between. The Hall is provided with a sound re-
inforcement system of world standard, complete with a time 
delay system to maintain directivity of sound from the plat-
form. 
To maintain the required brilliance of sound, the floors are 
resilient but reflective, consisting of a composition of cork 
and magnesite. Carpets are provided only to the floors of 
Foyers. 
In keeping with the overall high standard of the Centre some 
8,500 square yards of Armstrong-Nylex Vinyl Wall Coverings 
and 3,000 square yards of Excelon Vinyl Asbestos Floor Tiles 
have been applied to the interior of the building. 

Godfrey & Spowers, Hughes, 
Mewton & Lobb. 
John Connell & Associates. 
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