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To make room for its rebuilding programme, the 
R.M.I.T. has rebuilt the Foundry School on a tight site 
at the corner of Queensberry and Cardigan Streets in 
Carlton (Vic.). Restrained and unassuming, this build-
ing is a shining example of urban good manners. 
Materials are bright red brick, aluminium frames, dark 
glass. Architects and consulting engineers: Bates, 
Smart & McCutcheon. Builder: K. G. Hooker P/L. 
Cost approx. $497,000. 
¶ Melbourne University School of Arch. and Building 
has become home for a colony of nudes — $300,000 
worth — by Norman Lindsay. A gallery, which bears 
his name, contains 7 oils, 10 water-colours, pen draw-
ings, and two voluptuously decorated models of sailing 
ships; all of which will be on public display. Con-
sidered once to be highly controversial, the subjects 
of these works would now hardly bring a rosy blush 
to the most innocent of undergraduettes; the tech-
nique, however, is still breathtaking. 
¶ Denys McDonnell has been appointed head of the 
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology School of 
Architecture. Educated at Melbourne U., Cambridge, 
and the A.A. School, he was deputy head until Harry 
Winbush's retirement last November. 
¶ Harry Sowden's "Towards An Australian Archi-
tecture" (Ure Smith $10.50) is a refreshing change 
from the sort of self-indulgent architectural writing 
we have come to accept (and expect) in Australia. 
The bright-but-almost-unknown rub shoulders with the 
solid-and-nearly-famous in a well produced if some-
what one-eyed document, which shows we can be as 
Brutalist as the best of 'em, without being brutish. 
¶ Sydney architect Harry Seidler, following on his Pan-
Pacific Architectural Citation, is to design a high-density 
low-cost housing scheme for part of Washington D.C. 

¶ Plans have been announced in W.A. to form a 
harbour at Cape Keraudren for iron-ore exports from 
Yarrie and Nimmingarra. The harbour may be created 
by simultaneous explosion of five 200-kiloton "nearly 
clean" atomic explosives, buried 800 feet underground. 
This will be the first use of "atoms for peace" outside 
U.S.A. under the Project Plowshare Organisation. A 
town of 3,000 people will be required to serve the port: 
this is currently being planned by Prof. Myer R. Wolfe 
of Washington U. 
¶ The State Government of Queensland has investi-
gated proposals to form a State Planning Authority 
recommended by a committee of professional bodies. 
The idea has met with mixed reactions ranging from 
"it will benefit all of Queensland", through "Planning 
is essentially a local government function", to "it's a 
sorry state of affairs that the Government had not acted 
earlier to introduce regional planning". Anyway, they 
have, and that is essentially a Good Thing. 
¶ A note of desperation has been sounded in the re-
port to Parliament by the Victorian State Housing 
Commission. The 27 acres acquired for redevelopment 
in the year ending July, 1968, brings the grand total 
to 238 acres. The Commission calculates that 240 
acres per year should be acquired in order to cope 
with the present slum and future population growth 
problems. This figure is impossible, and even 80 acres 
per year would be "optimistic" with land costs averag-
ing $50,000/acre. A possible solution to this problem, 
so far untried, might be to "rejuvenate" old areas in-
stead of "redeveloping" them. (see C-S January 69). 
¶ Victoria's State Development Department is under-
taking a survey of public utilities and services costs in 
Melbourne, Ballarat, Bendigo, Geelong, Hamilton, Shep-
parton, Wangaratta, Stawell and Camperdown with a 
view to future decentralisation. Decentralisation is seen 
as the possible answer to rising costs of metropolitan 
public services as Melbourne increases in size. C-S 
suggests that, in the long run, the decentralised areas 
may become linked into a network of linear cities, so 
why not investigate the pros and cons of this sort of 
planning approach — now? 
¶ Ancher, Mortlock, Murray and Woolley, Sydney archi-
tects, have won a limited competition for the design 
of the Great Hall, Newcastle University. 
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"The Cottages" by architects Ancher Mortlock Murray 
and Woolley (Ken Woolley in charge) are neat, crisp 
and plain and have a distinct domestic appearance at 
a scale in keeping with their individual units. The 
form and scale of the overall complex is not allowed 
to overwhelm a sense of individual domestic domain. 
Consultant Engineers: Taylor Thompson & Whitting. 
Builder: McGinley Constructions. 



¶ The R.A.I.A. Council, on the recommendation of the 
Silver Medal Jury, awarded the 1988 R.A.I.A. Silver 
Medal to Soteros Fitsialos, a diplomate of the R.M.I.T. 
The work of Miss Virginia Glover, graduate of U. of 
Sydney, was highly commended. 
¶ Another Knight Bachelor in Her Majesty's New Year 
Honours List, awarded for architectural services, was 
to the late Sir John Glover of S.A. For architectural 
services, O.B.E.'s were for Emeritus Professor Leslie 
Wilkinson of N.S.W.; Councillor Walter Bevan Charles 
Rutt of S.A.; Harold Boas of W.A. 
¶ C-S apologises to Mr. P. Fekete for the omission of 
his name as the engineer (yet another!) for their house 
in Seaforth, N.S.W., February '69 issue. The engineer-
ing solution enabling the house to be erected on the 
boulders won the Honourable Mention "1968 Engineer-
ing Excellence Award" for Mr. Fekete, who was as-
sisted in the solution by Mr. M. Lewis and Mr. J. 
Corlett. 
¶ Dr. A. R. Toakley has been appointed to the newly 
created Systems Research Section of the Division of 
Building Research, C.S.I.R.O. He will be working with 
Dr. J. F. Brotchie on the application of systems tech-
niques to civil and structural engineering projects. 
¶ A committee of the Melbourne City Council has 
recommended the appointment of a consultative con-
sortium to undertake a redevelopment survey of the 
16-acre Victoria Market site. The consortium will in-
clude Crooks, Michell, Peacock and Stewart of Sydney; 
Perrott Lyon Timlock & Kesa of Melbourne; and Jones 
Lang & Wootton. The survey is scheduled for com-
pletion in 1970. 
¶ Yet another cinema centre is to be constructed in 
Bourke St., Melbourne. A 10-storey $4 million block 
will have two cinemas, 250 car park, restaurant, 32-
shop arcade and offices above. Architects: Bogle Ban-
field & Associates Pty. Ltd. 
¶ According to the Melbourne Chamber of Commerce 
Yearbook, nearly $100 million is already committed to 
new office building in Melbourne up to 1972. 

Following the grand Melburnian tradition, Arkitekton 
Associates propose this office-block-multi-use-arcade 
for Toorak Road on the former National Theatre site. 
Estimated at $2.5 million, this building will use levels 
with brain-snapping brilliance to house cinema, res-
taurant, reception rooms and shopping arcade — plus, 
of course, a few floors for the infernal combustion 
machine. The complex, true to an exciting 'pop' ap-
proach, will be known as 'Trak'. The young principals 
of Arkitekton, Peter Sanders and Michael Heffernan, 
who obtained feasibility studies from consultant soci-
ologists, market researchers, etc., have been cognizant 
of the shoppers' delight and have planned accord-
ingly. Builder: Jos Alexander Pty. Ltd. Developer: 
Hamlet Investments Pty. Ltd. Engineers: Elstress Ltd. 

¶ Sydney appears to have reached the inevitable stage 
that marks the changeover from "big city" to "mega-
lopolis": too many plans, too many planners, no co-
ordination, plenty of public apathy. The case for 
centralised control was well put by James Colman, in a 
letter to "Sydney Morning Herald" (8 Feb., 1969), who 
mentioned the Department of Main Roads, State 
Planning Authority, Railways Department and Maritime 
Services Board, as statutory authorities with meta-
morphopolitan powers. To this list could be added the 
National Trust, the Royal Australian Navy, Army, 
R.A.A.F., D.C.A., and local Councils, including the 
Sydney Civic Commissioners. All act independently; 
all act in what they believe to be the best interests of 
the community. The equal and definitely opposite 
reaction to all this action is environmental chaos. One 
small push and Sydney could become just another bit 
of characterless blight—with no direction and no 
heart. To rely on natural topography as an environ-
mental face-saver is futile, as American example 
shows. What is needed is imagination, fanatic zeal 
and dictatorial power to overcome the problems of 
metropolitan growth. We should not be afraid to vest 
this sort of power in one highly expert body, whose 
terms of reference should be co-ordination of all 
planning towards maintaining (and improving where 
possible) urban character. If this is one of the State 
Planning Authority's tasks, it should be allowed to 
perform it unhampered by inter-authority squabbles 
and political pressures—including pressure of 
"national interest" from Commonwealth bodies. As for 
popular opinion, although it may go against current 
planning ideals, it is perhaps better to make rectifiable 
but unpalatable decisions rather than irreparable but 
popular blunders. It may well prove in the long run 
that what really matters is not "tightness-of-fit" within 
community ideals, but "looseness-of-fit" within the 
metropolitan framework. 
¶ The 1969 Australian Architectural Convention will 
take place in Adelaide from 12th-16th May with the 
theme "1980+". C. C. Jenner, President of the S.A. 
Chapter of the R.A.I.A. Chapter, asks: ". 	. can the 
architect maintain his position as leader in the build-
ing team? What preparations must he now make?" 
Keith Neighbour, Chairman of the Convention, states: 
"Change is no longer novel, it is normal. Technology 
is the generator of change . . . Finding out what we 
want in the future must become a major object of our 
attention." There is every chance that the theme will 
be well broached and perhaps be digested by the 
conventioners, if the three illustrious speakers have 
their way: Robin Boyd, Prof. Peter Karmel and Harry 
Seidler. "1980+" as a theme boggles the imagination 
and it is to be hoped that it is adequately discussed 
and concluded in three working sessions cramped in 
between numerous periods entertainment bent. But 
this convention, let it be understood, does not have 
more frivolities than previous conventions. It will 
depend on why you might be going to Adelaide, at 
convention time. 
¶ Civil and Civic will be responsible for the design 
and construction of a $12 million redevelopment pro-
ject named "Central Square" close to Sydney's Central 
Station on the site of the old Hotel Sydney and Tivoli 
Theatre. They have also undertaken feasibility studies 
for the Regent Theatre site adjoining Melbourne's City 
Square, as well as the Flinders Street Station-Princes 
Bridge project for their parent company Lend Lease 
investments. Meantime, the profession smiles through 
clenched teeth as more choice sites in big cities fall 
into the package-dealer's lap. If Comprehensive Ar-
chitectural Service is to be of any help to the private 
architect we should include a high-powered financier 
in our organisations. If that is out of the question, 
we'll just have to keep smiling. 
¶ The Vic. Govt. has abandoned its much criticised 
(C-S 194 Dec. '68) proposal to build a licensed 
restaurant in Melbourne's Botanical Gardens. The 
Speaker announced that the cost, indicated by tenders, 
and not the principle, had caused the drop. Cash can 
spoil, if it is cheap enough. 



Mr. Eric E. Dunshea, Chairman of Dunlop 

Australia Limited, announces that the assets 

of the Company's vinyl asbestos tile flooring 

business have been sold to Armstrong-Nylex 
Pty. Ltd. 

The decision was made after careful study 

of the results being obtained from market-

ing a product range limited substantially to 

vinyl asbestos tiles, and after considering 

the trends of future market requirements. 

Further extension into this field would re-

quire substantial capital expenditure which 

the Company considers can more favourably 

be utilised within its present diversification 
plans. 

Dunlop will cease operations in vinyl asbes-

tos tiles as from 31st March, 1969, with the 

exception of any outstanding contracts re-

quiring to be completed. The marketing of 

rubber flooring will be conducted under the 

Industrial Products Division of the Company. 

The Management and Staff of Dunlop Floor-

ing Pty. Ltd. and Dunlopillo Pty. Ltd. Floor-

ing Department thank you for your past 

support and, in doing so, know that your 

future flooring needs will be expertly taken 

care of by Armstrong-Nylex Pty. Ltd. 

Merchant Builders have entered the field of stratum-
titled town houses with this project in Yuille Street, 
Brighton, Vic., designed by Graeme C. Gunn, architect. 
Built in oatmeal bricks, stained timber and asbestos 
shingles, these eight dwellings give a comfortable 
sense of community and urbanity without monotony. 
Although tightly packed on a small site, the use of 
enclosed courts and careful placing of windows makes 
each domain entirely private and pleasantly spacious. 
Roof fascias staring at each other across a 1" gap; 
liberally sprinkled stink pipes drawing themselves up 
to their full 6-ft. height above the roof planes; and regu-
lation set-backs from side boundaries add touches of 
meanness to an otherwise delightful development. 
¶ The NCDC expects to call tenders early in 1969 for 
contracts worth about $230,000 to build a footbridge 
from the north shore of Lake Burley Griffin to Aspen 
Island and its carillon and for approach roads to the 
area. 
¶ A $5.3 million contract for the six-lane Gardens Point 
Bridge (Stage 1 of Wilbur Smith Traffic Plans for Bris-
bane) linking Kangaroo Point and the old Domain has 
been let to Transfield (Qld.) Pty. Ltd. The superstruc-
ture is to be precast prestressed concrete on rein-
forced concrete piers supported on sound schist. 
¶ By all reports (see "Sydney Morning Herald" 
14/1/69, "Australian", 14/1/69, "Financial Review", 
14/1/69) Sydney's second tallest building will be Aus-
tralia's first example of "vacillating" architecture. 
Estimates of height vary between 34 and 39 storeys. 
All agree, however, that cost will be $8 million; site is 
bounded by York, Market and Clarence Streets; and 
height 437 feet (509 feet above sea level as against 
Australia Square's 605 ft. above sea level). The office 
block, for an undisclosed overseas client, will be de-
signed by Crooks Michell Peacock and Stewart. 
¶ Australia Netherlands Properties Pty. Ltd. will con-
struct a 16-storey, $4.5 million office block in Collins 
St., Melbourne. Architects: Peddle, Thorp & Walker, of 
Sydney. 

¶ The N.S.W. State Government has announced final 
plans for a four-lane 800' road tunnel under King's 
Cross to be commenced in 1970 for completion in 
1973. An estimated net cost after sale of resumed land 
on the two-acre site Is $10 m. While improving a 
sometimes chaotic traffic situation for the through 
automobile the pedestrian should also benefit, if his 
place is not destroyed. 
¶ We apologise for the errors in the last issue which 
looked as if it had been corrected in an alcoholic haze. 
You're right — it was. However, Christmas and all that 
being past, we hope to make up for it all from now on. 
(1) Harry Sowden ("Towards an Australian Archi-
tecture") took the photos of Electrical Engineering 
building (Syd. Uni.). 
(2) The Sydney University School of Architecture 
course will lead to a first degree of Bachelor of Science 
(Architecture). 
(3) The Vic. U.B.R.'s apparently did not give local 
councils the same freedom of interpretation as we did. 



Photo: Richard Edwin Stringer. 

Photographing this fine substation control building at 
Mackay was complicated by surrounding high cyclone 
wire fencing, an excellent example of unthinking appli-
cation of standard departmental trim. Massing is bold, 
as, for example, in the handling of the cantilever 
observation window. Detailing is straightforward and 
direct. It is interesting to note that it was accomplished 
without site supervision by the architects. Designed 
by the Townsville office of Lund, Hutton, Newell, Paul-
sen Pty. Ltd. Structural and electrical engineering by 
Northern Electrical Authority. 

If A handbook, "Network Analysis in Construction De-
sign" has been produced by the U.K. Ministry of Public 
Buildings and Works. Network analysis can be used to 
control building projects manually or by computer. The 
handbook, No. 3, is available from the Building Re-
search Liaison Service, 44 Burwood Road, Hawthorn, 
Victoria, 3122. 

¶ A consortium of companies has won the right to 
submit a proposal to sink the railway through Central 
Perth and span it with building development. The 
Western Australian Development Corporation (the con-
sortium) will work out plans for sinking the railway at 
a cost of $5-7 million at no cost to the Council and $27 
million worth of hotel, office block, 1,700 car park, 
rail and bus transit centre, an international convention 
trade centre, indoor sports centre and a department 
store. Perth's metropolitan railway services are likely 
to change with this arrangement while Sydney and 
Melbourne are seeking Commonwealth Govt. aid for 
rail expansion. The latter's proposals for an under-
ground loop are being attacked by a Uni. of Melb. 
Traffic Engineering report for lack of research. 

¶ The S.A. National Trust has published its first list of 
S.A. buildings which should be preserved at all costs. 
The Queensland State Govt. is to prepare a register of 
government-owned buildings, classifying them to their 
historical importance and with a policy on the treat-
ment of each one. 

¶ The RAIA Council approved a new statement from 
its Architectural Education Committee as RAIA educa-
tion policy, and approved accordingly new regulations 
to take the place of Regs. 71-79 inclusive. The state-
ment follows the Committee's aim of gaining a picture 
of the architectural education facilities and systems at 
present operating in Australia, which was vital to its 
principal role as the national co-ordinator of architec-
tural education. 

¶ C-S welcomes a new Reader in noted Town Planning 
theorist Lewis Keeble, who is taking the post of 
Director of Town Planning and Regional Studies in the 
Dept. of Architecture at Queensland University. His 
course will offer the degree of Master of Urban Studies. 

¶ Mr. Roy Simpson of Yuncken Freeman Architects Pty. 
Ltd., Melbourne, has been appointed site planner for 
the A.N.U. 

As you will have read on the previous page and in your 
daily newspapers, Armstrong-Nylex Pty. Ltd. have pur-
chased the complete vinyl asbestos tile operation of 
Dunlop Flooring Pty. Ltd. effective 31st March, 1969. 
This modern manufacturing facility is situated at 
Reservoir just eight miles from the heart of Melbourne. 
Armstrong-Nylex Pty. Ltd. commenced operations on 
1st January, 1969 marketing in Australasia all the 
floor and wall coverings and flooring accessories pre-
viously marketed by Armstrong and Nylex Corporation 
as separate Companies. A new plant is at present 
under construction at Braeside, near Melbourne, which 
will manufacture a large proportion of the vinyl floors 
at present imported from the Armstrong plants in 
U.S.A. and Canada. 
The acquisition of the Dunlop vinyl asbestos plant 
now allows Armstrong-Nylex to offer the architectural 
profession and the building trades the most compre-
hensive line of floor and wall coverings in Australia. 
Listed at the end of this announcement are the 
addresses of all State Offices together with the names 
of each State Manager. These gentlemen will be glad 
to assist with any requirements you may have con-
cerning floor or wall coverings. 
The tile to be produced at Reservoir will be known 
as Armstrong-Nylex EXCELON Vinyl Asbestos tile. The 
complete range of Armstrong-Nylex products is now 
as follows:— 

VINYL CORLON: 6 feet wide inlaid sheet vinyl flooring 
with Hydrocord moisture resistant backing. 

POLY-FLOR: 9" x 9", 12" x 12" tiles and 54" wide con-
tinuous homogenous vinyl flooring in four gauges. 

EXCELON: 9" x 9", 12" x 12" vinyl asbestos tiles in 
four gauges. Also SELFSTIK flexible vinyl floor 
and wall tiles. 

IMPERIAL ACCOTONE: A cushioned vinyl floor in sheet 
form 6', 9' and 12' wide with Hydrocord moisture 
resistant backing. 

FOAMBACK: A 48" wide continuous cushioned vinyl 
flooring with textile backing. 

QUAKERTONE: A printed vinyl flooring on felt backing 
in rolls 6', 9' and 12' wide. 

TEMPO: A 48" wide continuous printed vinyl flooring. 

PRESTO: A 9" x 9" self adhesive flexible vinyl wall and 
floor tile. 

VINYL WALL COVERINGS: A line of fabric reinforced 
vinyls including the American L.E. Carpenter line 
manufactured under exclusive licence by Nylex. 

CORK WALLPAPER: Real cork fixed to coloured back-
ing papers — imported from Spain. 

VINYL ACCESSORIES: Including stair treads, nosings 
and handrail coverings, skirtings, reducing strips 
and coving. 

STATE OFFICES 
MELBOURNE: 7 Radford Road, Reservoir, Victoria 3073 

Telephone: 46-4861 
Manager: Mr. Jim Barker 
(After 31st March) 

SYDNEY: 	717 Canterbury Road, Belmore, N.S.W. 2192 
Telephone: 750 0411 
Manager: Mr. Ed. Whalley 

BRISBANE: 	35 Charlotte Street, Brisbane, Queensland 4000 
Telephone: 2 2984 
Manager: Mr. Bob Hayden 

ADELAIDE: 	290-292 Grange Road, Flinders Park, S.A. 5025 
Telephone: 57 7371 
Manager: Mr. Tom Clark 

PERTH: 	Cnr. Scarborough Beach & Frobisher Roads, 
Osborne Park, Western Australia 6017 

Telephone: 24 1056 
Supervisor: Mr. Paul Condon 

Çmstrong-Nylrex 
HEAD OFFICE: 165 Cremorne Street, Richmond, Victoria 3121 

Telephone: 42 0251 
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