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One important aspect of the modern mov 
been an obsession with a "white light" of 
teriors. It is an effect which many believe 
universally accepted, and stands in sharp contrast to 
the type of "brown light" interiors cultivated by archi-
tects around the turn of the century. Whether it is by 
intention or accident a new sort of light appears to be 
emerging in modern architecture displacing the modern 
movement's "white light". This "new gloom" as some 
call it, goes hand in hand with an obsession with brick 
and concrete in a natural condition, and prismatic 
forms. The illustration here of the new Electrical En-
gineering building (Syd. Uni) suggests how powerful 
and pervasive this new light is in recent Sydney 
architecture. 

The building is the latest of a group which Ancher, 
Mortlock, Murray and Woolley have designed to form 
the Faculty of Engineering on a site between City Road 
and Redfern Station. The final plan for the thirteen-
acre site sees a precinct character developed in the 
spaces between the buildings. Because of the long 
time span of the construction programme, the precinct 
character in the spaces between buildings has had 
little chance to develop as yet. The brute finishes and 
forms found in the surfaces makes one wonder what 
attitude will be taken in finishing the precinct areas. 
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¶ Victoria's Minister for Local Govt. (Mr. Hamer) has 
announced proposed legislation for limiting flat build-
ing in Melbourne. These allow local city councils to 
define zones for multi-storey and villa-unit flat develop-
ment. The purpose of the new proposals is to place a 
curb on violation of privacy, light, sunshine and 
amenity to adjacent properties, and to try and limit 
traffic generation. Until the Metropolitan Planning 
Scheme can be fully amended, an interim measure 
requires all flat developers to apply for a planning 
permit. The great increase in uncontrolled flat building 
since 1965 is causing concern in most of the classier 
residential suburbs. Toorak in particular is suffering 
from an outbreak of multi-storey "luxury pent-house 
style" wens in the most sensitive parts of its highly-
rated fabric. Under present regulations only 500 sq. ft. 
of open space at ground level is required per flat 
regardless of its area. When the rich move out, and 
values drop, and 20-square penthouses are split up 
into 6-square 2-bed flats with only 170 sq. ft. open 
space each, for poorer tenants, T'rak will be even less 
inviting than Fitzroy or Richmond. Cr. S. J. Cus-
tance may have had this in mind when he suggested 
that Toorak could turn into a slum if a proposed rate 
reduction was adopted by Prahran Council. The puzz-
ling thing is that under Victoria's U.B.R's. Councils are 
allowed to act in the very manner that is being pro-
posed in the legislation. Perhaps this superfluous legis-
lation is by way of a directive? 
IT From the "Australian" (17.12.68) comes the news of 
a proposed annual $10 tax on lavatory seats in flats, 
private homes and business premises. The proposal 
has, fortunately, been rejected by the A.C.T. Advisory 
Council who, mindful of the public ease, are doubtless 
aware of the tricks once employed to avoid England's 
window tax. The results in this case could indeed be 
explosive. 
¶ The Indian Trip (an architect's group tour of Chandi-
garh and Islamabad) has failed. Only 12 architects 
could be cajoled into going —only 15 were required 
for an attractive air fare reduction. Either the profes-
sion is poverty-stricken or does not wish to involve 
itself with the Asian world. 
¶ The Queen in her New Year Honours made Roy 
Burman Grounds a Knight Bachelor for his services to 
architecture. 
¶ C-S apologies to Victor Dellit for leaving out a vital 
"T" in the Dec. '68 issue. 



A $12 million redevelopment project for Perth's central 
city area has been announced. Three tower office 
blocks are integrated with shopping mall-theatre com-
plex and plaza. Each tower has a different fenestra-
tion and plan shape, one a square, one a Greek cross, 
and the tallest tower, a square with the corners cut off. 
The towers will have their separate identities but at 
the expense of an apparent integrated design, so 
separate that it looks like several architects vying for 
individuality. The difficulty lies in the consortium of 
clients, each occupying a tower? Architects: Cameron, 
Chisholm & Nicol. 

¶ The present five-year course in architecture at the 
U of Sydney will be replaced this year by a six-year 
double degree course, which includes one year of prac-
tical experience. The first three years of the new 
course will lead to the degree of Bachelor of Architec-
ture. The first degree is aimed at being broad in 
scope and studies are to be made of the man-made 
physical environment and the design process and the 
sciences pertinent to that process. The political, 
economic and social context in which design decisions 
are made will also be studied. The second degree will 
concentrate on professional training. Other courses 
than the Bachelor of Architecture degree course can 
be taken within the School after the first degree. 

¶ The NCDC, having already advised a lake shore site 
for a new parliament house, is asked by the Parliamen-
tary Joint Committee on the New and Permanent Par-
liament House to prepare a comprehensive report on 
the Capital Hill and Camp Hill sites. 

If For stamp collectors: a recent 5c commemorative 
issue featured a measured drawing cross-section of 
Greenway's Macquarie lighthouse of 1818 (151 years 
old in '69) ascribed in lettering that was almost un-
intelligible. Like most jobs published for the public 
the client was named but not the architect. The 
builder was not named either, nor the structural or the 
lighting engineer! In current newspaper articles on a 
particular building read all about the clients/developers 
and engineers, civil, lifts, mechanical and structural, 
electrical and sanitary plumber, the quantity surveyor, 
but try and find the architect's name! 

The Building Society House in Pitt St., Sydney, with its 
deeply recessed windows and sculptured lightweight 
concrete frame, presents an ordered array of screen 
shapes. Behind the strong street front, the rentable 
areas can create their own irrespective order of eco-
nomic lettable space. This well proportioned thick 
skin is a much greater contribution to the street facade 
than the 30's geometrising found in the neighbouring 
building, of which a fragment can be seen in the illus-
tration. Architects: Peddle, Thorp & Walker. Structural 
& mechanical engineering: Rankine & Hill. Builder: 
P. C. Whittle Pty. Ltd. 
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If A report by the Housing Industry Association notes 
that new house construction has become a static an-
nual figure over the last ten years, yet marriages have 
increased. It concedes that the number of new flats 
being built in Sydney and Melbourne now exceeds new 
house construction. 
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This house, designed for himself by University College 
of Townsville architect, A. Cobley, is sited to retain 
an old mango tree. Living areas are situated on the 
ground floor for protection from daytime heat. Bed-
rooms are at the upper level to take advantage of the 
evening sea breeze across the Mundingburra plain. 
An internal stairway leads to the open balcony which 
provides access to the upper rooms. Cool shuttering 
in the near North. 
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For this house at Seaforth, N.S.W., the architect notes 
that there were probably more engineers per square 
of building than for any other building in Australia. 
Constructed on a formidably sloping site and its 
volume effected for magnificent views to N and W and 
to avoid views of neighbours, the house had to have 
support from two huge boulders. The consequent en-
gineering solution won the '1968 Engineering Excel-
lence Award' for the engineer: M. Marcus (de-
ceased), who advised as to the suitability of the site 
for building. M. Lewis (of Ove Arup & Partners) and J. 
Corlett (of Woolacott, Hale, Bond & Corlett) assisted 
in the analysis and solution of supporting the building 
on the boulders. A complete living unit for mother-
in-law is on the upper level with the family unit below 
and there is a walk-on roof deck. The interestingly 
modulated and chunky form uses several successfully 
integrated materials: white painted brick, concrete 
supporting beams and sunhoods, and western red 
cedar railings and window joinery. Cost per square 
$1,287.00, including oil heating. Architect: Melman & 
Newman (Partner-in-charge C. Mellman). Builder: R. N. 
Munro. 
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The fruits of the poker machine have paid off twice or 
more for the Oberon (N.S.W.) R.S.L. Club with this 
addition, by architects Fisher and Jackson, to its 
original collection of buildings. The long, low two-
storey wing attempts to unify the existing complex with 
this substantial expansion, horizontality emphasised, 
and by colour of materials including similar brick and 
extensive use of timber. Structural consultants: Woola-
cott Hale Bond & Corlett. Electrical: H. G. Walters & 
Partners. Mechanical: Norman & Addicoat. Builder: 
Kanangra Constructions Pty. Ltd. 

Now in the final stages of construction, the new home 
for Melbourne's daily newspaper, "The Age" on the 
corner of Lonsdale and Spencer Streets, is fast reach-
ing its designed colossus. When the building is fini-
shed, it is claimed that it will be the most modern 
newspaper off ice in Australia. 

To mention just a few of the new features: 
The giant Paper Store, where 1 ton reels of paper will 
be stacked five high. The Store holds enough paper 
to go around the world three times, half a year's supply. 

A Press Hall houses six massive Goss Headliner pres-
ses, two brand new with the latest electronic control 
and coupled to an automatic bundling and despatch 
system. The presses each can produce a 96 page broad-
sheet paper and can run at speeds up to 60,000 copies 

per hour. 

The Composing Room will have computer control which 
will feed conventional hot metal type setting machines 
and also the Photons that are the newest in photo-
composition. The Photons flash out a staggering 37 
lines a minute. 

The Reporters are linked to the world with all the 
necessary communication gear. A team of 75 girls 
receive advertisements over the phone. A canteen with 
a micro wave oven supplies food at the odd hours that 
must be worked. 

The building, including the Press Room, is air-con-
ditioned. Other than providing a pleasant working 
atmosphere, the air-conditioning greatly assists the 
printing process. 

To cater for the future, the building can have floors 
added to it, and there is provision for a Heliport. 

The new building is just part of the new image "Age" 
that makes it one of the world's leading newspapers. 

Architects in Association: Godfrey & Spowers, Hughes, 
Mewton & Lobb, of Melbourne, and Conrad & Gargett 
& Partners, of Brisbane; Builders: Hansen & Yuncken 
Pty. Ltd. 

Dunlopillo Pty. Ltd. — Flooring Department — Victoria 
— is proud to have been commissioned to install Dun-
lop Vinyl Asbestos Tiles in major areas throughout the 
building. 

DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE 
VIC.: 7 Radford Road, Reservoir 3073 ............ .... .... 464861 
N.S.W.: 185 Canterbury Road, Bankstown 2200 .... .... 70 0231 
QLD.: Precision St., Salisbury North 4107 .... 	.... 471691 
S.A.: 412 Main North East Rd., Windsor Gardens 5087 613611 
W.A.: 424 Murray Street, Perth 6000 .................. 	218141 
TAS.: 179-191 Murray Street, Hobart 7000 ............... 34 3515 

328 Invermay Road, Launceston 7250 ............ 60261 

N.T.: Mr. J. Quin, C/o Dunlop Depot, Mitchell Street, 

Darwin 5790 	 2348 



First impressions 
are important 
That's why we would like to help you really make 
a feature of your floor. And we have the colours 
and the "know-how" that will help you do it. 
30 decorator colours . . . soft or striking . . 
colours that can be combined in thousands of 
different ways. 
Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos tiles will last too! Strength 
is built in with the colour. Scuffs, scratches, 
knocks make no impressions and they resist 
water, stains, grease, oils and chemicals. 
Whether it is an office, shop, showroom or 
factory .. . look to Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos Tiles 
wherever the traffic is heavy. You'll find the 
beauty, colour and style will be with you for a 
long time to come. 

DUNLOP 
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¶ Mr. Percy Hayman Meldrum, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.A.I.A., of 
Melbourne, has died, aged 81 years. Mr. Meldrum 
began practice in 1921 and was a leader in hospital 
design (e.g. Mercy, Freemason's, Bethesda). 
In 1950 he founded the firm of Meldrum and Partners 
with which he was actively associated until his retire-
ment in 1965. 

¶ A $2,000 million plan for Melbourne transport needs 
by 1985 has been released by the Victorian Minister 
for Transport. The plan includes co-ordination of all 
public transport railways (including the Melbourne pipe 
dream—a tube railway), 300 miles of freeways (more 
spaghetti for more automobiles) and new roads in the 
greater Melbourne area. The plan is to be contained 
in a report submitted to Government in June, 1969. 
The report envisages a Melbourne population of 33/4 
million and about three times the present number of 
cars. Coincidentally, the M.C.C. has recognized the 
vicious circle of traffic generation within its golden 
mile. Off-street parking buildings, originally provided 
to increase existing road capacities, are now starting 
to generate more traffic than the streets can accom-
modate. Parking facilities of this sort will be restricted. 

IT A $6 million office block for Norwich Union Develop-
ment is in construction in Sydney. In the planning, 
plazas are formed to two street frontages which are 
at different levels, resolved by linking escalators be-
tween two entrance foyers. 'Bondek' steel decking 
combine formwork and reinforcement for light-weight 
concrete floor slabs achieved at a rate of 1 floor per 
two days. Air-conditioning ducts form an integral part 
of the pre-cast concrete and double glazed exterior 
panels providing a pilastered harmony with neighbour-
ing 19 C offices. Architects: Stephenson & Turner; 
Builder: Concrete Constructions Pty. Ltd. 
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Reproduced is a model of a large project involving a 
great number of people and an environment beyond a 
single self-contained building, emanating, as might be 
expected, from the office of Clarke Gazzard and Part-
ners, Architects/Planners. The model shows proposed 
retired peoples' housing, part of the C of E 29-acre St. 
James Glebe redevelopment at Edgecliff, N.S.W. 218 
people will be accommodated in a 9-storey block of 
1-bedroom flats and in 2 blocks of studio flats. A 
community centre linked by a plaza between the tall 
block and the smaller terraces can be entered on 2 
levels. The falls in the site allow entry at grade to 
the studio-flats. Estimated cost $11/4 million. On Syd-
ney's steep slopes the raked balconied terrace is be-
ginning to establish as did the cast iron balconied 
terrace of Fitzroy and Paddo in another era. The 
"new" terrace has evolved as a regional response to 
site and climate and a new urbanity and a concern 
for coherence in designing for these factors? 
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