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The first office landscape in this country can be seen 
in the new Municipal Offices of the City of Nunawading, 
a suburb of Melbourne. The concept of office land-
scaping was developed in Germany in the early sixties 
with the help of the "Quickborner Team fuer Planung 
and Organisation", a consultancy headed by Eberhard 
and Wolfgang Schnelle. The old corridor office gave 
privacy but lacked efficient communications, while the 
open plan office was more efficient, but regimented 
and impersonal. Office landscape attempts to synthe-
sise open planning and privacy by allowing a flexible 
arrangement of desks, equipment, storage and person-
nel in a large open room. Air-conditioning and arti-
ficial lighting are necessary to give an optimum shape 
for shorter worker routes through the office space. 
The perimeter window is used for views and not for 
lighting. Zoned sound-conditioning is introduced. 
Acceptable sounds from loudspeakers nullify the noise 
of office machinery and localise private conversation. 
Carpeted floor and sound absorbent ceiling complete 
the sound-conditioning. Power and telephone connec-
tions can be plugged in where needed to an underfloor 
grid. The open space permits an office organisation a 
great variety of arrangement according to its own 
pattern of procedure, and changes in that procedure. 
Lightweight screens and potted plants are mixed in 
with the landscape for visual relief and to effect special 
privacies 	. Very interesting. The usual components 
of work stations, central shared storages, screens and 
plant tubs in this Municipal landscape was expanded 
by the need for counters and seating areas for the 
public and an expected expansion of departments. The 
illustration shows the relaxed and informal public 
access to the counters of the various municipal office 
departments. Architects: Gerd and Renate Block. 
¶ Mr. Fairbairn, Federal Minister for National Develop-
ment, has announced that the Snowy Mountains Au-
thority has a sound future as a consultant services 
authority. 250 specialists will remain in the Authority 
after completion of the Snowy scheme. Personnel are 
presently working on projects for Cambodia, Thailand, 
Malaya, Sabah, Samoa, all Australian States and terri-
tories. Five private mining firms have engaged the 
Authority. Mr. Fairbairn reassuringly advised that the 
S.M.A. will charge normal commercial consultant fees 
and believes that in nc way will it replace existing 
consultants. 
¶ Mr. Ernest Keal of the Adelaide firm of Keal and 
Rury, has died. He was responsible recently for design-
ing Elizabeth and Murray Houses in Adelaide. 
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¶ The Director of Planning in S.A., Mr. S. B. Hart, has 
received the Sidney Luker Memorial Medal. The medal 
is awarded every two years to a person who has made 
a notable contribution to the science and practice of 
town and regional planning in Australia. 
¶ A bill to establish a six-man Sydney Cove Redevelop-
ment Authority to control the development of the Rocks 
area has been introduced in the N.S.W. Legislative 
Assembly. This is the latest move since Sir John 
Overall's report on the area. 
¶ A crane developed in Australia is being used on the 
New York Port Authority's World Trade Centre twin 
towers designed by Minoru Yamasaki. The "Kangaroo" 
crane, invented by Favelle Mort Industries of Sydney, 
can lift itself up 12 ft. in 1/2 hour and therefore stays on 
top of the building it is erecting, unlike the conven-
tional ground bound crane. But . . . how does it get 
itself down? 
¶ A redevelopment plan for the C.B.D. of Footscray, a 
Melbourne suburb, has been approved by its Council. 
Main streets in the centre will be closed and pedestrian 
malls constructed and traffic will be re-routed on a 
ring road. Properties will be reclaimed for parking 
2,100 cars. The first ten-year stage is estimated at 
$8.25 mill., of which private enterprise will need to 
supply about $5 million. Provision is made in the plan 
for relocation of facilities displaced by the plan. T.P. 
Consultants: Perrott, Lyon, Timlock and Kesa. 

The new Medical Centre at the U of Melb. fits into a 
crowded end of the campus as a "Y" shape in plan, 
yawning towards Grattan Street. Not an ostentatious 
building, it tries to make up for in detail (rounded tops 
to columns, glass and window frame colour), what it 
lacks in form similarities to immediate neighbours, e.g. 
the Howard Florey Laboratory, for its tri-radiate plan 
does not integrate with the row of rectangular blocks 
which are already in this corner. From this incongru-
ous planning premise the final building performs as 
well as could be expected. The three wings depart-
mentalise Physiology to the north, Anatomy to the east 
and Pathology and Experimental Neurology to the west. 
Construction r. concrete, two rows of central columns. 
Col. centres 15 ft. Vertical ducts 15 ft. centres on ex-
ternal walls and centrally throughout all wings. Three 
passenger lifts to six floors and basement. Windows 
grey glass, bronze anodised aluminium frames. Heating 
by steam from Royal Melbourne Hospital, opposite 
across Royal Parade. Mockridge Stahle & Mitchell 
archts; consultants: J. L. & E. M. Daly, structural; 
W. C. Jewell & Partners elec, meth & sanitary; Lincoln 
Demaine & Scott, elevators; Rider Hunt & Partners, q. 
surveyors; Lewis Construction Co. P/L, builders. 



There are only four main building types that adumbrate 
the changing built environment that is called Mel-
bourne. 1. The city office buildings in the "Golden 
Mile", which when seen from the south bank of the 
Yarra give a pretence of metropolis to the horse and 
cart era street system. 2. The gaunt Housing Com-
mission high-rise housing units which, when seen from 
Studley Park, appear to plonk along the inner city 
fringes like grey Lego blocks left by a giant infant, 
except at dawn or dusk when obliterating shadows and 
reflections give a tingle of sensuality, fortuitous but 
grandly unreal against their normal day-time wowser 
aesthetic. 3. Private enterprise flats and villa units, up to 
three storeys, that are slotting in everywhere that coun-
cil by-laws allow. 4 Single family suburban houses, con-
tinually seeping their stain into the hills, the bush and 
the windy plains, unaffected by the presumptuous de-
clamations of architectural Canutes. The designers of 
those four building types control the future visual 
character of Melbourne. Architects design the city 
office buildings, but only as cosmeticians applying the 
latest trick in horizontal or vertical eyebrows, the black 
look, the brash look, or the economy no make-up 
chaste look, and as someone once said, beneath their 
surface profundity there lies a deep superficiality. Little 
hope of an outstanding environmental contribution from 
that lot. The boys in the Housing Commission struggle 
hard but are hung up by the inflexibility of the system, 
bureaucratic within the department, and by political 
motives that look not for the best solution to the 
housing problem, but the biggest and bulkiest, for this 
makes it obvious that "things are being done". Which-
ever way you like to calculate it, a city the size of 
Melbourne ought to have a percentage of its total 
housing accommodation available in high-rise blocks 
such as the Housing Commission builds, and at the rate 
at which they are being built it would be a long time 
before this percentage could become excessive, if ever. 
But are these housing blocks in the right place, are the 
right people in them (i.e. those who want to be), and 
are there alternatives that the Housing Commission, 
under its charter of slum clearance, ought to be pre-
ferring? Instead of being bulldozed out of their small-
scale existence, could not some of the so-called slum 
areas of Carlton have been left, renovated and re-
stored? Typically, the terrace houses have adjoining 
backyards with unhygienic outside toilets, laundries 
and meagre bathrooms. A bulldozer through the back-
yards, a new prefabricated kitchen-bath-toilet core 
plugged into each house, an allocation of a renovation 
grant to each tenant for paint, prop and patch and 
pow! — instant Radburn! Or better, Radurban. And 
just coincidentally, survival of character, coupled with 
increase in market value. 
What can be done about private enterprise flats? 
Architects design few enough of them, and even some 
of these are not as attractive as those designed by the 
unqualified. Nevertheless the general appearance 
standard of each is low. The first in the block of a 
"redeveloping street" is often the best, for it overlooks 
the houses around, but when two or three gather 
together, south access balconies and service yards fill 
the view from the north-looking living room windows 
on the adjacent site. Caverns of concrete and brick 
between. These are not slums in the Victorian railway 
terrace sense, for the bathrooms with their vanity 
basins and crystal knobs, the built-in 'robes and wall-
to-wall venetians are all there. But 21st century his-
torians will condemn more vigorously the slum men-
tality of these landlord investors than we condemn 
those of the early 20th century, for we know what else 
can be done but do not do it. The coalition of indi-
vidual properties into comprehensively developable 
areas has the support of big-time building companies, 
town planners, and some socialists, although their 
motives may differ, yet there is insufficient political 
courage for the large-scale resumption and compen-
sation of property that would be required. 
Suburbia, the result of individual detached houses on 
their own block of land, will always be with us. The 
suburban house offers most economically to most 
people the combination of spaciousness, privacy and 
flexibility that is only really obtained by the most 
wealthy. A private outdoor space—the backyard, the 
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In Templestowe, outer suburb of Melbourne, two 
houses. On the right, archt. John Reid's own house 
previously shown in C-S No. 146, on the left, house 
by Keith & John Reid archts. in a similar idiom, pro-
viding an example of architect designed and co-
ordinated suburbia at its best. If this were the norm, 
would the suburbs be so heavily criticised by planners? 
If criticisms still apply, one must admit that it is not 
the fault of particular examples, but of the entire 
system. Critics should declare their allegiance. I'll 
take a front and backyard and no party wall thanks. • 

In St. Kilda, Melb., private enterprise flats by archt. 
Clive Fredman — an example of neat one-off design 
which satisfies taste and client requirements and with 
virtues most of which would be retained even if a 
similar block is built to the north. 
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Stratum Development (Melbourne University Staff) Co-
operative Limited was the successful tenderer for the 
Cross Street, Carlton, site recently made available for 
development by the Victorian Housing Commission. The 
Co-operative aims to provide housing for University 
staff and independent housing for University students. 
An overall plan for the area of approximately 2 acres 
has been prepared by architects Earle, Shaw and Part-
ners. The perspective shows that the first stage of a 
three-stage development comprising 68 flats in a 4-
storey and 5-storey block joined by a 7-storey block 
with lift. 
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chance to avoid neighbours or indulge in neighbourli-
ness, the adding-on of a sunroom or a bedroom or a 
billiard-room; suburbia allows all these and this is why 
people like it. That the sprawl occupies land doesn't 
matter if the land satisfies the occupants; that the 
sprawl attenuates community services does matter as 
an uneven spread of financial load upon ratepayers; 
that the houses individually are distasteful matters only 
to the taste-sensitive, to aesthetes; that the cost of fuel 
and energy in transport around and about the sprawl 
is a ludicrous dispersal of resources does matter. Let 
every house be architect designed, grow trees, etc., and 
the critical factors: the sub-divisional pattern and the 
transport system are still untouched. The alternative 
to suburbia will come not as an architectural style 
revolution but as a social and political change of 
attitude. 
If Talking about progress: why do we invariably receive 
notification of overseas scholarships and international 
competitions one month after the closing date? 
¶ A weekend seminar, for March '69, sponsored by the 
Victorian Branch of the National Trust, proposes to 
tackle the idea of housing regeneration and area pre-
servation in the inner suburbs. The belief that these 
suburbs of our cities can be brought back to life only 
by complete redevelopment must be almost dead now. 
There are quite a number of groups in the older 
suburbs of Melbourne whose aim seems to be to pro-
mote the regeneration of the existing housing stock by 
encouraging private investment and home ownership in 
these areas. Recent findings in the Sydney suburb of 
Paddington suggest that it would be a profitable com-
munity venture for governments to give these ideas 
more encouragement, even to the extent of lifting re-
development threats from rescuable properties, and 
providing Building Regulations which admit terraces 
back as a legitimate form of housing. The thorny 
problem of the speculator whose two storey walk-up 
will destroy the character of a neighbourhood may 
even come under scrutiny, he being now seen by some 
as the arch villain in the preservation drama. 

At Monash University, Vic., a new religious centre for 
all denominations seats 450 in a 75 ft. diameter main 
chapel where no seat is further than 60 ft. from the 
holy table. Additional accommodation includes a small 
chapel (seats 50) and a meeting room (100 seats) 
placed virtually as apses around the circumference so 
that further seating can be provided, with three ves-
tries and ancillary rooms also along an ambulatory. 
Stained glass windows by Les Kassatz and Leonard 
French, internally natural timber walls and white plaster 
ceiling; externally manganese brick, stained timber and 
crushed quartz precast conc. panels to the chapel 
drum. Mockridge Stahie & Mitchell, archts. Fulton 
Constructions Pty. Ltd., bldrs. Consulting structural 
engineers J. L. & E. M. Daly. Cost $220,000 inclusive 
of organ, stained glass and furniture. A clever building, 
overdetailed perhaps because of that indecision and 
lack of dogma that characterises ecumenical and non-
denominational intentions. 

The busy 'hush' of a modern hospital ... the freshly 
laundered uniforms of sisters and nurses ... bowls of 
gay flowers ... and clean bright floors. 

The need for floorings that combine quietness, ease 
of maintenance and long life has brought many con-
tracts to Dunlop Flooring Services in all States for 
installations in many new hospitals. 

In the new wing at the Royal Women's Hospital, Mel-
bourne, floors were covered with 12" x 12" Dunlop 
Vinyl Asbestos Tiles. Hundreds of yards of vie thick 
Dunlop tiles were installed on walls, using the new 
BX.76 adhesive. The floors of the operating suites were 
covered with Amtico Conductive Tiles. These are manu-
factured in the U.S.A. to Australian standards and are 
rigidly tested to conform to Australian Standard C.Z.9. 
The Dunlop Flooring Service are the sole importers of 
these tiles. 

Radio Station 3KZ has been a major fund raiser in 
Melbourne for the Austin Hospital. In the new 3KZ 
Building at the hospital, Dunlop "Flexavin" tiles were 
installed on the walls, and vinyl asbestos tiles on the 
floors. 

Installations at the Queen Elizabeth Nurses' Home and 
Nurses' Training Centre in Adelaide included Dunlop 
"Flexavin" vinyl tiles, vinyl asbestos tiles and rubber 
tiles on sponge underlay. 

Another important installation is at the Tatiara Sol-
diers' Memorial Hospital at Bordertown in South Aus-
tralia, where 9" x 9" 1/8" Dunlop vinyl asbestos tiles 
were laid to concrete floors in wards, passages, offices, 
waiting areas, stores, change rooms, examination room; 
in the dining room, nursery, kitchen and laundry. Such 
a variety of conditions illustrates the versatility of 
these tiles. 

And in the Mt. Isa Hospital in Queensland, the new 
ward block was covered with vinyl asbestos tiles, in 
addition to a large quantity of Yi"  Dunlop Switchboard 
Matting, another item in the comprehensive range of 
Dunlop Flooring products. 

DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE 
VIC.: 7 Radford Road, Reservoir 3073 ................... 464861 
N.S.W.: 185 Canterbury Road, Bankstown 2200 ........ 70 0231 
QLD.: Precision St., Salisbury North 4107 .... 	.... 471691 
S.A.: 412 Main North East Rd., Windsor Gardens 5087 613611 
W.A.: 424 Murray Street, Perth 6000 .... .... ................ 218141 
TAS.: 179-191 Murray Street, Hobart 7000 ............... 343515 

328 Invermay Road, Launceston 7250 ............ 60261 

N.T.: Mr. J. Quin, C/o Dunlop Depot, Mitchell Street, 
Darwin 5790 	 2348 



Floor Tiles 
Aid Surgery 
Amtico Conductive Vinyl Tiles by Dunlop can save 
lives in operating theatres, anaesthetising areas and 
delivery wards by drastically reducing the tragic 
accident potential of electrostatic build up. A net-
work of copper foil ribbon under each tile constantly 
dissipates the dangerous electrostatic discharges. 
Amtico Conductive Vinyl Tiles meet the require-
ments of the Australian Standard C.Z.9 1956 and 
have been used many times in hospitals through-
out Australia. 
In the Alfred Hospital, Melbourne, scene of Aus-
tralia's second heart transplant, Amtico Conductive 
Tiles were installed in the Peter MacCallum Insti-
tute in the new W. S. Phillip Block. 
Amtico Conductive Vinyl Tiles make a functional 
floor — a simple mopping and buffing will keep 
them clean and bright. 

DUNLOP 
FLOORING SERVICE 
VIC.: 7 Radford Road, Reservoir 3073 	 46 4861 
N.S.W.: 185 Canterbury Road, Bankstown 

2200 	  70 0231 
QLD.: Precision St., Salisbury North 4107 	 47 1691 
S.A.: 412 Main North East Rd., Windsor 

Gardens 5087 	  61 3611 
W.A.: 424 Murray Street, Perth 6000 . 	. 21 8141 
TAS.: 179-191 Murray Street, Hobart 7000 . 34 3515 

328 Invermay Road, Launceston 7250 	.... 6 0261 

N.T.: Mr. J. Quinn, C/o Dunlop Depot, 
Mitchell 	St., 	Darwin 	5790 	 2348 
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¶ Victoria's Minister for Local Govt., Mr. Hamer, has 
notified Melbourne municipalities that all multiple 
dwellings will shortly require planning consent under 
powers to be delegated to Councils by the planning 
authority (MMBW). This is to be followed by density 
zoning, for which the MMBW is preparing drafts. It 
is suggested that some zones will prohibit all flats, 
others contain flats only. Without a high level of design 
in the local plans, this could mean concentration of 
all the traditional problems of badly-designed flats, 
and discourage the best kinds of mixed development 
at moderate densities. But if Councils take their design 
task seriously, the way is open for much better stan-
dards in suburbia. 
¶ Across page is a photo of two buildings, the new 
Reserve Bank of Australia and the new State Govern-
ment off ices, in Adelaide, on which C-S invited readers 
to comment as to which was which. One reply was 
received, from New Zealand: Sir, I believe that the 
"tight" building on the left is nothing other than a 
bank. The open elegant filigree lower stories give the 
usual "We're here for your benefit" impression — but 
don't be fooled — the upper stories in their grim 
fortress-like tautness remind me of the building 
across the canal from the Bridge of Sighs. Once you're 
in, you can't escape, they've got you. All very well, 
but how come the flag on top, and at half mast? I 
can only assume this was in mourning of New Zealand 
devaluation. Without a doubt the buildings on the 
right by its size, repetitive uniformity, plain disinte-
rested dullness says "I'm the Guvmint". I have the 
honour to be, Sir, yr Zealandic reader. Yours faithfully, 
Edgar T. Collins, Dip.Arch., ARIBA, ANZIA. 
¶ A new $2,000 Scholarship, bequested by Kingsley 
Anketell Henderson, becomes available to young Vic-
torian architects in 1969, to be awarded on the basis 
of a thesis, the subject set by the V.B. of A.E. 

¶ Craminster Properties Pty. Ltd. will erect Adelaide's 
tallest office building — a 20-storey, $5 million rein-
forced concrete structure using load-bearing pre-cast 
wall units instead of in-situ columns. Architects: 
Cheesman, Doley, Brabham and Neighbour. 
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