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Welcoming a change from the bush-ballad school of 
clinker brick and sawn redwood, the S.A. Chapter of 
the RAIA gave its 1968 Award of Merit (Domestic 
division) to Geoffrey Nairn for this tightly detailed 
house in Adelaide. Simple forms and simple materials 
give this low cost building an uncommonly high degree 
of urbanity. 
¶ Melbourne continues to deface its environment in the 
name of orderliness. Some well-meaning person has 
cleaned up the military statues in the Domain so that 
they now look like highly polished leather replicas of 
the original bronzes. Pigeons, do your duty! 
¶More from the Canberra front. The spirits of the 
Martins and McCoys are rubbing their hands with 
ghoulish glee now that the "hillbillies", having trounced 
the "plainsmen", are ready for some real feudin', 
fightir', and fussin', over which hill the new Houses of 
Parliament will be built on. Gordon Bryant, still glow-
ing from his triumphant bid to keep his Parliamentary 
cuffs dry, has joined battle as leader of the "Capital-
ists" against the "Camp Followers", led by Mr. Nixon, 
who favours Burley Griffin's original suggestion of 
Camp Hill. Perhaps they should appoint Mr. Peters 
(Lab. Vic.) to act as referee in this contest since he 
"strongly opposed the building of a new Parliament 
House on any site" ("Age", Melbourne, 18.10.68). Per-
haps he believes that by the time the issue has finally 
been settled, all the present incumbents will be sitting 
in that great big Parliament in the Sky. Ho hum! 
¶ C-S, never backward in coming forward, takes this 
opportunity to pat itself on the Ed. Ed will be taking 
a trip on L.S.D. (sorry, dollars and cents) supplied by 
the Copper Industry Scholarship to study Design 
Methodology and its Use in Practice. We will be pub-
lishing snippets from overseas while he is away. We 
wish him luck—we may need it! 

December 1, 1968 

If The RAIA has bestowed its 1968 Gold Medal on 
architect Roy Grounds, for distinguished service in the 
Advancement of Architecture, thus crowning a career 
of notable achievement — and not before time! 
If Tasmanian architect Geoff Butterworth was awarded 
the St. Regis-A.C.I.-Scholarship for research into 
"Communications between Building Materials Suppliers 
and Architects". 
IF Melbourne's square, as everybody knows. 
Melbourne's square — as everybody knows — is caus-
ing a lot of bellyaching and other birth-pangs among 
the locals. With at least one staunch ally on the City 
Council, the RAIA Vic. Chap. has mounted a model 
campaign to see that this opportunity for good Civic 
Planning is not allowed to lapse into the apathy of 
potted perennials. Hopes are high for an architectural 
competition: however, opinions vary about whether it 
should be international, Australia-wide, or restricted to 
Victoria. The problem is not so much how to design 
a square, as what to do with 11/2 acres of waste land 
between the side of a boom style town hall and the 
back of a gothic revival cathedral in the centre of a 
busy city. High on the list of idiot suggestions are 1) 
put a concrete replica of Batman's Boat (presumably 
in the middle of a sea of cement), and 2) an enormous 
floral clock (fitted with seats at a dollar a ride). C-S 
eagerly awaits the suggestion that it should be filled 
with buildings. We'll keep you posted. 

In association with Prof. Denis Winston the firm of 
Clarke, Gazzard and Partners has forwarded a pro-
posal to the Sydney City Commissioners for making 
Martin Place a Civic Square. Martin Place is a short 
link-through street from George St. past the G.P.O. and 
Challis House to Pitt St. and in it, centrally placed, 
stands the Cenotaph. The firm submitted perspective, 
reproduced here, and plans of existing conditions, 
and proposed paving and planting together with traffic 
feasibility studies from engineers Rankine and Hill and 
a detailed cost estimate of about $150,000 plus, from 
quantity surveyors Thompson and Wark. With notable 
Victorian buildings on its boundaries, a fine square 
could be achieved with great ease benefiting an estab-
lished civic ceremonial area. 
¶ The first stage of the U of Newcp^';a Union Building 
at Shortland has won the RA,l,a N.S.W. Chapter at 
Broken Hill Blacket Award for outstanding merit in a 
country building by architects Ancher, Mortlock, Murray 
and Woolley (C-S No. 178). 
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In Sydney, Park Regis, the first mid-city residential and 
commercial building since new legislation was intro-
duced in the Sydney City Council in 1965 to allow 
"mixed development". The building is 461 ft. high, 
consisting of six level podium base covering the site, a 
41 level tower above, topped by a five level service 
box. R. concrete construction. Claimed to be the 
tallest residential building outside the U.S.A., like the 
arriviste Empress Josephine, it wears its crown at all 
times. Developers, Designers & Constructors: Stocks 
& Holdings P/L, Chief Archt. F. E. Hoffer; Structural 
Consultant: J. Stigter; Structural Engineers: Mattefy, 
Perl & Nagy. 
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Pneu ideas are coming thick and fast. 2nd year archi. 
students at Melbourne Uni. have erected two demon-
stration structures using single skin polythene film 
with taped or welded seams supported by low horse-
power blowers. At a cost of only a few cents per 
square foot, these structures are just about the cheap-
est form of mechanically ventilated space ever devised. 
Research is now turning towards double-skin struc-
tures. It appears, however, that the advantage of no 
airlocks is outweighed by the continuing need for ven-
tilation and sharply increased costs. Meanwhile 
stude,..., may be using Melbourne's City Square as the 
site of an architectural exhibition mounted in a larger 
version of earlier-' uff-balls. Their main concern will 
be to devise an airloi'' system suitable for frequent 
public use: they don't want anyone going away with 
the idea that "no pneus is good news". 
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The 1968 Award of Merit by the S.A. Chapter, RAIA, 
goes to Hassell McConnell & Partners for Flinders 
University. Pleasant massing and site planning (in con-
junction with Prof. Gordon Stephenson and G. J. Harri-
son, Staff Architect of Flinders University), combined 
with a simple maintenance-free palette of materials, 
evoke nostalgic memories of the post-Festival-of-
Britain era. Courts and levels have been delicately 
handled to produce a real sense of academic com-
munity and meditative privacy. 
¶ The Sydney Central Lions Club has detailed propo-
sals for a large sporting centre at Concord in an area 
of 120 acres. Proposed are an indoor stadium, open-
air stadium and indoor swimming centre, all of 
Olympic standard, and a 120-suite motel (presumably 
of Olympic standard). The project, phased in three 
stages, is estimated at about $17 million. Architect: 
Kevin Curtin. 
¶ Another addition to the small library of works on 
Australian architecture has recently been made by 
Professor J. M. Freeland (Univ. N.S.W.) with his book 
Architecture in Australia. The operation to rescue from 
oblivion all pre-1950 buildings and architects has been 
given a boost by its appearance. Even buildings in the 
long-neglected period of the Great Anathema (1880-
1930) is treated with a degree of sympathy and under-
standing which warms the heart. The book is primarily 
important fór bringing together quite an amount of 
information on historical building techniques, some of 
which are still practised today. Overall, the book brings 
to mind William Morris' call to his England of the 
1880's— we must "learn to love the narrow spot that 
surrounds our daily life for what beauty and sympathy 
there is in it. For surely there is no square mile of 
earth's inhabitable surface that is not beautiful in its 
own way, if we men will only abstain from wilfully 
destroying the beauty". The book's moral is to show 
how quickly and effectively the buildings of today will 
be forgotten if we of today can't pass on the means to 
respect the past. Published by Cheshire at $9.95. 
¶ A hand grasping a shattered beer bottle by the neck 
is perhaps an odd choice of cover for "Look Here", a 
book on Considering the Australian Environment, edited 
by John Button, based on a series of lectures of the 
Victorian Fabian Society, F. W. Cheshire publishers 
$7.50, designed by Weatherhead & Stitt, photos by Kurt 
Veld, but the book is well worth buying for yourself 
for Xmas. The list of contributors is impressive: 
George Johnston, Stephen Murray-Smith, Robin Boyd, 
David Saunders, John Bayly, Fred Ledgar, Haughton 
James, Grant Featherston, Vincent Serventy, and Daryl 
Jackson. Copiously filled with quotable quotes, we 
noted "Norma Tullo, the most successful fashion de-
signer in Australia is a young woman (sic). Her 
clothes are for the young . . . in this one area of 
design, at least, verve and immediacy tend to imply it 
is alive and vital". And yet, in Miss Tullo's new 
premises in a converted chocolate factory at Richmond, 
the adopted style for the renovation is twee Georgian. 
Where is the breakdown between the vital-fashion and 
the recherche architectural sentimentality? This book 
in fact should be read more by politicians and fashion 
designers than by architects, so on second thoughts, 
buy it as a Xmas present for your second best friend. 

v 

r-- 



~ J 

¶ An American Institute of Architects' Pan Pacific Cita-
tion for 1968 has been awarded to Harry Seidler in 
recognition of work of exceptional architectural merit 
in the Pacific area. A photographic exhibition of Mr. 
Seidler's work was displayed at the Academy of Arts, 
Honolulu, during November. 
¶ A $500,000 hotel-motel project in Goulburn, N.S.W., 
incorporates an arched ceiling and the grand stairways 
of the huge foyer of the Odeon theatre presently oc-
cupying the 3/4-acre site. This is welcomed. The cur-
rent environment is often inadvertently razed in the 
name of 'progress', or 'creativity', when in fact there 
is unnecessary destruction of a sound and seemly 
fabric. Architect: Victor Delli. Developer: Trenton 
Factors Pty. Ltd. 

Model of house at Lorne, Vic., Whitford & Peck, archts., 
shows the multiple-level, opposed skillion roof genre at 
work, here with reason, on a steep narrow view and 
north oriented site. Construction: conc. block & steel 
tray roof. 
¶ Town and Regional Planning as a credible means of 
allocating land resources took a severe tumble this 
week when it was announced that the Dept. of Civil 
Aviation, having bought land for Tullamarine (Vic.) 
Jetport on the understanding that surrounding areas 
were to be maintained as rural zones, missed out on 
an appeal against 200 acres being rezoned for resi-
dential use. New residents will have to put up with 
high dreamtime decibels. Local Govt. Minister Hamer 
said (Herald 16.11.68) "the misunderstanding with the 
DCA should not have occurred" — he's right, it 
shouldn't. 
¶ The Vic. Arts Centre, still recovering from its instant 
public success, is about to launch into a $24.3 million 
scheme for completion. Plans include a 2,500-seat 
concert hall, a 1,700-seat opera and ballet theatre, 750-
seat drama theatre and a 1,000-seat general-purpose 
auditorium-cum-experimental-theatre. These facilities 
plus restaurants, clubrooms, plant rooms, changerooms, 
etc., are to be underground, housed beneath a 430-ft. 
copper horn to be built on the corner of St. Kilda Rd. 
& Sturt St. The Victorian Government is believed to be 
prepared to put $20 million into the project but feels 
that the remainder should be raised by public donation. 
¶ Vic. Education Minister Thompson has announced 
plans to spend $1/4 million on improvements to the 
George St. School in Fitzroy, deep in Melbourne's inner 
urban blight. The design will include four play plazas 
(two up in the air, two down on the ground) to alleviate 
space conditions in this overcrowded area. These 
ideas come as a welcome change from earlier 
thoughts that this school, with its delightful overtones 
of Norman Shaw and Charles Rennie McIntosh, would 
have to be closed. Hopefully, the present joy of the 
place will be maintained. 
If Are the Botanical Gardens in Melbourne under threat 
of despoliation? What little information has been re-
leased on a proposed Restaurant-Kiosk for the Gardens 
suggests its realisation can be achieved only by tam-
pering with one of the finest prospects in the Gardens. 
Surely the Restaurant-Kiosk and the "Finest Prospect" 
could find room to live together without one affecting 
the other. A more generous public display of the 
scheme than to date could perhaps allay these fears. 
¶ The first C.S. Daley Medal for 'House of the Year' 
(in Canberra) was awarded to Bunning & Madden of 
Sydney (Supervising architect: Noel Potter) for a house 
for ANU Prof. A. J. Birch. Cost: $80,000. 

Way back in 1837, Colonel Light studied the topography 
of the present site of the City of Adelaide and drew 
up plans to harmonise with the course of the Torrens 
River and surrounding land. His plan divided the city 
into two parts — 342 one-acre allotments north of the 
river and 700 one-acre allotments on the south side — 
with the streets arranged in a rectangular grid system 
and the main city area surrounded by parklands. His 
plan has lasted for 14 centuries with little modification. 

35 years after the first plan was accepted, in 1872 the 
A.M.P. Society was established in South Australia, first 
moving into new premises in King William Street -  
a building which at that time set, to quote old records, 
new standards of architectural beauty and design. By 
1935 it was decided to demolish the original structure 
and to build completely new premises for the Society. 
Demolition of the E. S. & A. Bank building and the old 
Gresham Hotel began in mid-October 1965 and was 
finished in January 1966. The site was put into the 
hands of the builders in February of that year, and 
two years later, almost to the day, the Society began 
operations in the new 19-storey premises. 

The building was designed so that its exterior features 
will improve with age and maintain a modern ap-
pearance for many years. A photograph and description 
of the building appeared in the November issue of 
CROSS-SECTION. 

The total gross floor area measures 325,000 sq. ft. of 
which approximately 68.5% is covered with Dunlop 
"Flexavin" Vinyl and Vinyl Asbestos Tiles. Selected 
colours in "Flexavin" were Driftwood and Sandstone, 
and these were used on alternate floor levels, with a 
combination of both colours in the E. S. & A. Bank on 
the ground floor. 

The main staircase was completed with "Flexavin" 
slabs inset in the concrete steps, and tiles on all 
landings. The special design on the Lift Halls include 
numerals indicating the particular floor level. 

Vinyl Asbestos Tiles, in Moonlight Green„ were laid 
on the sub-basement floor and machinery areas. 

Dunlop Flooring Service in South Australia reported 
that perfect co-operation from the A.M.P. Society, the 
Architects — Messrs. Woods, Bagot, Laybourne-Smith 
& Irwin, and the Building Contractor — Hansen & 
Yuncken Pty. Ltd., resulted in a job that gave complete 
satisfaction to all. 

DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE 
VIC.: 	7 	Radford 	Road, 	Reservoir 	3073 	... 	.... 	.... 	.... 	.... 46 4861 
N.S.W.: 	185 	Canterbury 	Road, 	Bankstown 	2200 	.... .... 70 0231 
QLD.: 	Precision 	St., 	Salisbury 	North 4107 	.... 	 47 1691 
S.A.: 412 Main North East Rd., Windsor Gardens 5087 61 3611 
W.A.: 	424 	Murray 	Street, 	Perth 	6000 	.... 	.... 	.... 	.... 	.... 	.... 21 8141 
TAS.: 	179-191 	Murray 	Street, 	Hobart 	7000 	... 	.... 	.... 	.... 34 3515 

328 	Invermay 	Road, 	Launceston 	7250 	.... 	........ 6 0261 
N.T.: Mr. J. Quin, C/o Dunlop Depot, Mitchell Street, 

Darwin 	5790 2348 



Quiet please! 

Today, throughout Australia, there are many 
flooring applications which could well call for the 
phrase "Quiet, please" in specifications. 
Where beauty, colour harmony, durability and 
silence is required, Dunlop Rubber Flooring is 
the application. 
A glossy, hard wearing surface of compounded 
rubber with a backing of black low-stretch rubber, 
Dunlop Rubber Flooring is available in 1/8" and 
3/16" gauges in 3ft. and 6ft. widths. 
Consider too, Dunlop blown sponge underlay for 
rubber flooring, which gives maximum quietness, 
longer life and added comfort to Rubber Flooring. 
Soft underfoot . . . quiet to the ear, Dunlop 
Rubber Flooring is a natural for heavy traffic 
without the noise 

DUNLOP 
FLOORING SERVICE 
VIC.: 7 Radford Road, Reservoir 3073 	 46 4861 
N.S.W.: 185 Canterbury Road, Bankstown 

2200 	  70 0231 
QLD.: Precision St., Salisbury North 4107 	 47 1691 
S.A.: 412 Main North East Rd., Windsor 

Gardens 5087 	  61 3611 
W.A.: 424 Murray Street, Perth 6000 . 	. 21 8141 
TAS.: 179-191 	Murray Street, Hobart 7000 . 34 3515 

328 Invermay Road, Launceston 7250 . 	, . 	6 0261 
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¶ The new President of the Tasmanian Chapter of the 
R.A.I.A. is K. W. Shugg of Bush, Parkes, Shugg and 
Moon, Hobart. New Victorian Chapter President is 
Peter McIntyre of McIntyre McIntyre Pty. Ltd. 

¶ Dr. F. A. Blakey has been appointed Assistant Chief 
of the Division of Building Research, CSIRO, where he 
has been in charge of concrete research since 1950. 
During this time he has become well known for his 
work on light-weight concrete and flat plate structures. 

¶ The R.A.I.A. Canberra Medallion for 1968 has been 
awarded to the Norwood Park Crematorium designed 
by Rosman Hastings and Sorel of Melbourne. The 
building, constructed in 1966, was prized above125 
other entries including the National Library and the 
Prudential Assurance; by judges Sir Osborn McCut-
cheon, Sidney Smith and Mrs. Hope Hewitt; 71 squares, 
$130,000. 
¶ The N.S.W. State Planning Authority has submitted 
its report "Outline Plan, Sydney Region", to the Sydney 
City Commissioners, municipal mayors and shire presi-
dents and officers of Govt. departments. The plan is 
for Sydney, 51/2 million people, 2000 A.D. The concept 
is that Sydney will expand into new cities rather than 
continuous suburbs, with urban areas divided by open 
spaces linked by north-south communications and ser-
vices "corridors" along 130 miles of the coast, relating 
present Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong. "The 
improvements in the techniques of communications 
make speed and economy more important than dis-
tance as such". Particular proposals include: a new 
international airport (the thing used to be called an 
aerodrome), at Wyong, 10 times larger than Kingsford 
Smith Airport; new port facilities including major de-
velopment of Botany Bay; new road and rail networks 
and corridors of land half a mile to a mile wide for oil, 
gas, electricity and water services to the city. Major 
new cities within the complex are planned for Camp-
belltown, Camden, Appin, Menai, Gosford-Wyong, 
Rouse Hill-Maralya and Mount Druitt. 
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Three 2-bedroom dwellings have replaced a single resi-
dence in Hawthorn. On the confines of a suburban lot, 
Earle, Shaw and Partners have succeeded in providing 
for each the values of private garden, 2-car garage or 
carport, north orientation and pleasant landscaping 
which might be expected of a new detached house. In 
each, a kitchen and informal eating area open through 
double doors to a walled garden. Dark brown brick-
work, manganese terra cotta tiles and brown painted. 
joinery monochromatically unify the exterior surfaces 
and spaces. Garden walls are white painted brickwork 
and shape spaces for views through windows and 
glazed doors. The floor is concrete slab with carpet 
finish and cork tiles to utility rooms. The ceilings are 
insulated plaster sheet. The driveway is paved between 
concrete edgings with panels of the Hawthorn blacks 
kept from the demolition. Builder: S. H. McCorkell Pty. 
Ltd. Contract price: $55.000. 
¶ Brisbane is about to spawn a satellite 12 miles from 
its centre. To be known as the Springwood Regional 
Centre, the new $5 million development plans to house 
64,000 persons complete with community services and 
recreation facilities. They may do better with a less 
forbidding name. 
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