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Finished at last, the Sydney Opera House is alive and 
living in Brampton Island, North Queensland, on top 
of a TAA Air Terminal. This discovery, made by 
Richard Edwin Stringer, archt. & photographer, whilst 
trying to get away from it all. 

Photo: Marcus B. Brownrigg 

Illustrated here is the new Reserve Bank of Australia 
(Architects: Commonwealth Dept. of Works) and the 
new State Government Office building (Architects: The 
S.A. Public Building Department) on Victoria Square, 
Adelaide. Readers are invited to write and tell us 
which is which and why; a prize for the first neatest 
correct entry opened. Melbourne readers, who have 
many D. of W. models in their city, are ineligible. 

November 1, 1968 

Viewed from the bottom of the driveway these four flats 
in Toorak, Vic., by architect Graeme Gunn, step up the 
sloping site in line. Each has an L-shaped plan, with 
four levels; carport, entry and cloak room lowest; living-
dining, kitchen-laundry and courtyard a half level above, 
half-level again up to main bedroom and finally second 
bedroom, baI.hroom and study at highest level. The 
study opens over into the full height living room. Steel 
deck roof, boarded ceilings on upper floors, exposed 
rafters; r. concrete floors, bagged brickwork internally, 
fair face outside. Merchant Builders P/L, builders. 

House at Brookfield, Brisbane. Strong opposing roof 
forms, centering upon flyscreened atrium and kitchen 
areas, all bounded by verandahs and lattice screens 
give this house by archt John Dalton a direct, indigen-
ous quality and clarity. 
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This new A.M.P. building in King William Street, 
Adelaide, is classicist like the Adelaide Reserve Bank 
illustrated elsewhere, but is so more thoroughly and 
pleasingly, without whimsically alluding to forms of mod-
ernity seem in the screens and topknot in the Reserve 
Bank. The Reserve Bank titivates with an array of estab-
lished materials, and form and fenestrations that have 
been produced from them, while the State Dept. archi-
tects have produced a crisper articulated column and 
mullion facade with more zip and sense of proportion. 
The A.M.P. evokes the older models of the skyscraper 
facade with its ground and first floor "picture" windows, 
the spandrel receding to allow the vertical to dominate 
and capping of a suggested cornice. The similarity to 
Chicago-School-Sullivan ends with a rectilinear pattern 
picked out on the spandrels. Architects: Woods, Bagot, 
Laybourne-Smith & Irwin. Builders: Hansen & Yuncken 
(S.A.) Pty. Ltd. 
¶ The Victorian Govt. is considering plans submitted 
by Lend Lease Corporation Ltd. for a $100 million re-
development of Flinders Street Station. 
IT An aside from the NCDC Report: All new "important" 
buildings in the centre of Canberra will have to have 
white or near-white walls and dark roofs. 
¶ Mr. Frank Thorp, of the Sydney Architectural firm of 
Peddle, Thorp and Walker, has died. Mr. Thorp won 
Sulman Awards for Science House in Sydney and for 
the Swedish Legation in Canberra. His later work in-
cluded Gold Fields House, the Menzies Hotel and the 
Commonwealth Bank Building in George Street. 
¶ Former Perth City Planner, Paul Ritter, has won a 
seat on the Perth City Council which dismissed him in 
July last year. 
¶ The NCDC in its 11th Annual Report announces that 
it is replanning some older areas of Canberra for re-
development. It suggests for these yet unnamed areas 
'partnership' redevelopment schemes where the public 
authority would acquire land and private enterprise 
would be asked to finance and construct an approved 
scheme. Parts of Braddon and Northbourne Avenue 
are marked for commercial development in "compre-
hensive schemes" on formerly residential blocks. A 
300-acre lake will be a focus of the new Belconnen 
Tower Centre design and a 100,000 population town of 
Tuggeranong is proposed, south of Woden. Canberra's 
population is now over 100,000, but the Commission is 
thinking in terms of a city of 400,000. 

This narcissist photograph is of the National Library 
of Australia, in Canberra, and is described in a little 
publicity booklet thus: "The central building is based 
on proportions which, while not adhering to the detail 
of Greco-Roman architecture, is clearly a contemporary 
derivation in the spirit of classical design". Is that 
meant to be an explanation or an excuse? Bunning & 
Madden, architects, Charles A. Harding & Sons, q. sur-
veyors. Consultants: MacDonald, Wagner & Priddle, 
structural; Julius Poole & Gibson, mech. and elec.; 
Norman & Addicoat, acoustics. P.D.C. Constructions 
P/L, builders. 

The Sydney C. Council's new building was the result of 
a competition won by the Sydney firm of Fowell, Mans-
field, Jarvis and Maclurcan, archts. Construction: flat 
plate concrete floor slab. Planning: on a modular grid 
based on a standard 4-ft. fluorescent tube. The crisp 
bright black facade uses near-black reconstructed 
granite, polished granite mullions and aluminium alloy 
window frames double-glazed. The massing was indi-
cated in the competition entry and the spirit of the fenes-
tration carried through to the dark genre acceptable in 
Sydney and Melbourne. Builders: E. A. Watts Pty. Ltd.; 
Structural Engineers: Woolacoot, Hale, Bond & Corlett; 
Mechanical and Electrical: Norman & Addicoat; Q. Sur-
veyors: Rider Hunt & Partners. 
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¶ Well, now we know! 
The site of the new Federal Houses of Parliament in 
Canberra will be on a hill. The depressing picture 
evoked by Walter Bunning's burlesque of Brasilia-by-
the-shore has been flatly rejected. The faction led by 
Gordon Bryant, MHR, gained sympathetic support after 
an ill-timed and hysterical plea from twenty-two of the 
elder members of the RAIA in support of the lakeside 
site. In a display of gratuitous unanimity, a special 
meeting, in Canberra, led by J. H. McConnell, Race 
Godfrey, and Walter Bunning, urged the Government 
to heed the experts — in this case, the NCDC, NCPC 
and Lord Holford. Attacks on parliamentary com-
petence, neglect of other opinions, ridicule of other 
sites and the artlessness of "Dial-a-chat" were hardly 
calculated to inspire confidence in a profession with a 
fustian public image. Regretfully, no-one suggested 
that the experts report on the alternative proposals: 
without this, arguments against the hill sites were in-
validated. Thus, contrary to the tradition of all good 
Westerns, the "hillbillies" fought the "plainsmen" — 
and won. 
¶ In the second week of January, 1969, a special Archi-
tects' Tour of the capitals, Chandigarh and Islamabad 
has been arranged. The architecture of Corbusier, 
Doxiadis, Louis Kahn, Arne Jacobson and Ponti is to 
be surveyed. This is the ideal time to visit India as 
the weather is cool (Northern winter). Route is ex 
Sydney-Perth, Singapore, Bombay, Madras, Delhi and 
return. Fare: $528.90. All enquiries: John Dalton, 
Architect, City Mutual Building, 309 Queen Street, Bris-
bane, Queensland, 4000. 

Architect Cyril Smith's own house, Rose Bay NSW is a 
personal statement, inclined towards saying too much 
at once, but being forthright, compels our attention. 
Two floors, three bedrooms, studio and study, 22 
squares, clinker bricks, oregon and redwood. A. Greener 
P/L builder, Ove Arup & Partners, consulting engineers. 

One of the most important responsibilities of Common-
wealth Hostels Ltd. is the management of the migrant 
hostels which are an essential part of the immigration 
programme. There are 27 of these throughout Australia, 
with a total capacity of some 26,000 persons. Most are 
near large industries where employment is normally 
available in many occupations. Nearly half a million 
newcomers have already used these hostels as a bridge 
between an old way of life and a new one. 
Originally constructed to meet the post-war migration, 
most of the hostel accommodation is in Nissen huts 
and other buildings of a barracks type. The accommo-
dation is arranged as living units, adjustable to the 
size of families. 
In the last 15 years, the Commonwealth Government 
has spent some $9 million on improvements to the 
hostels, but the emphasis today is on a vigorous re-
building programme. This has two aims: (1) Progressive 
replacement of the older types of buildings with new 
ones on the same sites; (2) the building of two entirely 
new hostels at a cost of approximately $8 million. 
These will be at Randwick (N.S.W.) and Springvale 
(Vic.). 
The reconstruction programme is now in full swing. 
By the end of the financial year 1967/68 a total of 
$3.23 millions had been spent on new accommodation 
blocks. For 1968/69 a $5.4 million rebuilding programme 
has been planned for hostels in N.S.W., Victoria and 
Western Australia. These buildings are substantial, 
attractive and much more comfortable in every way 
than the older ones. Most of the new units have indi-
vidual bathrooms for each family. 
Commonwealth Hostels Ltd. contracted Dunlop Flooring 
Service to line walls and ceilings of Meat and Vege-
table Cool Rooms throughout N.S.W. with Vinyl Asbes-
tos Floor and Wall Tiles. Just on two years ago, the 
Service had installed these tiles in a Cool Room at 
Bunnerong Hostel. They were found on inspection to 
be in perfect condition, a fact which influenced the 
Hostel people to extend the contract. All paint work 
had to be removed and walls and ceilings patched 
with Fleximer Underlay. A radius cove was pre formed 
for the junction of wall and ceiling with underlay. 
Dunlop Semtex Adhesive was used to lay the tiles. 
In South Australia, Commonwealth Hostels contracted 
Dunlop Flooring Service to line walls and ceilings of 
16 Cool Rooms with tiles — Pearl White colour from 
the existing range. The initial problem was the removal 
of existing enamel from walls and ceilings which had 
proved unsatisfactory because of chipping and flaking. 
Recent inspection indicated that tiles and adhesive 
were resistant to the low temperatures, condensation 
and general use. Similar work is being carried out by 
the Dunlop Flooring Service in other States. 
Over the past few years, Dunlop Flooring Service has 
installed several thousand square yards of Vinyl Asbes-
tos Tiles in the dining halls, kitchens, offices and 
accommodation areas of Commonwealth Hostels. Con-
tinual movement of migrants has subjected the tiles 
to all kinds of traffic, but throughout they have proved 
most satisfactory. 

DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE 
VIC.: 	7 	Radford 	Road, 	Reservoir 	3073 	.. 	.... 	... 	.... 	.... 46 4861 
N.S.W.: 	185 Canterbury 	Road, 	Bankstown 	2200 	.... .... 70 0231 
QLU.: 	Precision St., Salisbury 	North 4107 47 1691 
S.A.: 412 Main North East Rd., Windsor Gardens 5087 61 3611 
W.A.: 	424 	Murray 	Street, 	Perth 	6000 	.... 	.... 	.... 	.... 	.... 	.... 21 8141 
TAS.: 	179-191 	Murray 	Street, 	Hobart 	7000 	.. 	... 	.... 	.... 34 3515 

328 	Invermay 	Road, 	Launceston 	7250 	:... 	.... 	... 6 0261 
N.T.: Mr. J. Quin, C/o Dunlop Depot, Mitchell Street, 

Darwin 	5790 	 ... 	.... 	.... 	.... 	.... 2348 
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First impressions 
are important 
That's why we would like to help you really make 
a feature of your floor. And we have the colours 
and the "know-how" that will help you do it. 
30 decorator colours . . . soft or striking . . 
colours that can be combined in thousands of 
different ways. 
Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos tiles will last too! Strength 
is built in with the colour. Scuffs, scratches, 
knocks make no impressions and they resist 
water, stains, grease, oils and chemicals. 
Whether it is an office, shop, showroom or 
factory .. . look to Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos Tiles 
wherever the traffic is heavy. You'll find the 
beauty, colour and style will be with you for a 
long time to come. 

DUNLOP 
FLOORING SERVICE 
VIC.: 7 	Radford Road, Reservoir 3073 	.... 46 4861 
N.S.W.: 185 Canterbury Road, Bankstown 

2200 	  70 0231 
QLD.: Precision St., Salisbury North 4107 	 47 1691 
S.A.: 412 Main North East Rd., Windsor 

Gardens 5087 	  61 3611 
W.A.: 424 Murray Street, Perth 6000 . 	. 21 8141 
TAS.: 179-191 	Murray Street, Hobart 7000 . 34 3515 

328 Invermay Road, Launceston 7250 	.... 6 0261 

N.T.: Mr. J. Quinn, C/o Dunlop Depot, 
DUF/1 	Mitchell 	St., 	Darwin 	5790 	 2348 
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This is a model of the winning design, in the New-
castle University Great Hall Competition, by archts. 
Ancher, Mortlock, Murray & Woolley. In their accom-
panying report the architects wrote " ... in this design 
one factor is paramount. It is the need to signify in 
architectural terms the importance of this building, 
which not only dominates the University centre but also 
is the major concert hall for the region. 
In this connection there is no magic formula: one may 
talk of scale, form, mass, proportion, and so on, but it 
will be largely irrelevant. In the end the design must 
speak for itself. Either it will have the intended visual 
impact, or it won't. Verbal rationalisation is post facto. 
There are few landmarks for the designer in this realm 
of the subjective. Here his role approaches that of the 
artist, relying on intuition, inspiration and feeling to 
create something out of nothing, to pluck form from 
the air. 
There is a big difference, nevertheless. Buildings have 
functions. Not only must they work, they should appear 
to work. There is therefore a limit to the amount of 
formal caprice which a responsible architect can per-
mit himself." 

If In Melbourne City Council a battle was joined over 
proposals for the future development of the City Square, 
with Sir Bernard Evans (on the side of the arch-angels 
for once?) leading the fight for a hard, urban, largely 
paved area, against others seeking a lungs-in-the-city 
notion of lawns and hardy annuals. 
¶ "Australians already are the most highly urban 
people on earth. Already cities contain 81.9% 
of our population and produce about 80% of our 
gross national product ... Cities are the place where 
most Australians choose to live. Our aim should not 
be, as some urge, to prevent that exercise of free 
choice, but to create the conditions in which it can be 
exercised with maximum advantage, pleasure and hap-
piness". It does seem incredible that this population 
is so urbanised considering the traditional view of the 
Aussie in the Outback. While urbanisation is a trend, 
the Australian has always predominantly occupied the 
fringe boundaries of the urb. The prefaced statements 
were those of Mr. Whitlam addressing the ACT Chapter 
of the R.A.I.A. in his role of guest lecturer in the 1968 
Walter Burley Griffin Memorial Lecture. He detailed a 
call for the establishment of a Federal Department of 
Urban Affairs. Such a department would advise the 
Loan Council, etc., on State and Local council appli-
cations for finance on planning schemes, sponsor and 
collate data to be collected from existing planning 
authorities, and research institutions and provide a 
service organisation similar to the SMA or CSIRO to 
advise planning enterprise. Mr. Whitlam sees present 
planning organisations as those who are concerned 
with running trains, generating electricity, supplying 
water or building schools, etc., and these organisations 
spend in the way that suits their own sub-system best. 
To create a total urban environment a set of unco-
ordinated sub-systems is unsuitable. Politicking aside, 
the idea, if not the details, for such a Department is 
most commendable. 
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