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This is a model of the Union Building, now under 
construction at Macquarie University NSW, where it will 
enclose the north side of the main quadrangle. Off-form 
concrete and a frame grid of 22'6" were specified by 
the client to accord with the existing Library and the 
future Administration building. Stage 1 is for multi-
purpose use, principally for food services. The concept 
is of a service and vertical access spine running east 
west, to suit linear expansion, with a regular elevation 
of galleries and lounges on the South with various 
special volumes particularly expressed on the north. In 
situ concrete tubes support the structure and double as 
ventilating shafts. Ancher Mortlock Murray & Woolley, 
archts; A. W. Edwards, bldr. Consultants: Taylor 
Thomson Whitting, structural; Julius Poole & Gibson, 
electrical; W. E. Bassett & Partners, mechanical. 

¶ Entry forms and conditions for the Illuminating 
Engineering Society (NSW section) award for Merit-
orious Lighting can be obtained from the Society's 
Secretary at 149 Castlereagh St, Sydney, NSW 2000. 

In Taringa, Brisbane, this house is the prototype for 
four already built by Harley Industries, of welded steel 
frame, metal purlins, windows and door frames, with 
non-load bearing metal study partitions sheeted in-
ternally with plasterboard and externally with asbestos 
cement. E. T. Codd, archt. The aim of the company 
is to produce an economical industrialised construction 
system house, and they believe that other systems 
have been uneconomical because of (a) too large a 
factory overhead (b) double handling and storage of 
materials (c) complex and often expensive jointing 
methods. 

May 1, 1968 

¶ The first of the two architects who came from Africa 
to study Tropical Architecture at Melbourne University, 
has just received his degree of Master of Architecture. 
He is Abdel Moneim Mustafa of Khartoum, Sudan, who 
came to Australia under a Research Fellowship from the 
Rockefeller Foundation. Since their inception in 1960, 
courses in Tropical Architecture have found a perma-
nent niche in Melbourne University's post graduate 
curriculum. Apart from local graduates, most of the 
participants have come from Australia's neighbouring 
tropical countries of S.E. Asia and the Pacific. Admis-
sion to 1938 sessions has closed, but applications for 
the 1969 courses will be received by the Registrar, 
until November, 1968. 
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At the University of Adelaide the Ligertwood Building 
houses Departments of Law, Classics and Philosophy 
in a three storey reinforced concrete structure. In 
common with so many new University buildings, it 
forms one side of a court which is already partly com-
plete with older buildings; in this case the impressive 
stone Bonython Hall is located on the west, with the 
south open to North Terrace. These days, few except 
the very conservative suggest continuing new construc-
tion as a stylistic replica of the old, and few except 
universities with a magnificent heritage of really old 
buildings e.g. Oxford, Cambridge, Dublin, have the 
boldness to mix the avant-garde with their ancient 
monuments; but most find their justification and pro-
tection in the architectural equivalent of a tug at the 
forelock, with references in the new design to the old 
by "echoing" and "being in sympathy with". Here the 
counterpart of stone walls is precast concrete with ex-
posed aggregate; of slate roofs, dark grey vinyl finish 
metal tray; of bronze, anodised aluminium. Because 
of, or in spite of, its antecedents, the building in fact 
equips itself modestly without excessive charm or 
harm. Cheesman Doley Brabham & Neighbour, archts; 
Emmet Contractors Pty Ltd, bldrs. Consultants: W. E. 
Bassett & Partners, mech, elec, & lifts; Rider Hunt & 
Partners, quality surveyors. Total cost $725,000. 

¶ In September this year a new magazine "BUILD 
International" will be launched by the International 
Council for Building Research, Studies and Documen-
tation (C.I.B.), in order to cover building research and 
development in different parts of the world. Subscrip-
tion enquiries (Introductory offer for 1968-69 issues 
$13.50) should be directed to The Chief, Division of 
Building Research, CSIRO, Graham Road, Highett, 
Vic., 3190. 



This office building at Toowong, Brisbane, snows a 
healthy respect for vernacular sun control methods by 
using on the west-facing site, exterior timber "venetian 
sun-blinds" held 4 ft. beyond the heat-resistant grey 
glass. The technique is as old as the early settlers 
and still makes sense. D. Spencer & Spencer Pty. 
Ltd., archts. 

The examples of architecture in Auckland and Christ-
church, shown in last month's C-S created such inter-
est that we have more in this issue: 
Representing the most interesting domestic work in 
Christchurch, this house by archts Cowey & McGregor 
(1) has beautiful transitions from the interior via timber 
decks and terraces to a lushly landscaped garden on 
a tight site; a house by Peter Beaven (2) develops a 
theme of picturesque asymmetry very cleverly, especi-
ally in the interior where ceiling planes that follow the 
roof pitch give particular character to each room; and 
(3) a house by Warren and Mahoney, a trio of gable 
roofs stated in carefully detailed simplicity which only 
just manages to keep the concept out of toyland. 
In Auckland, a brick and timber house by John Suther-
land (4) gets its kicks from several floor levels under 
a pitched ceiling; a white painted concrete block 
house with simple fenestration and intricate massing 
by Newman & Smith (5) is possibly the best of a 
number that are similar to it and a timber house by 
Wilson & Juress (6) is an example of the relaxed and 
anti-formalist approach. 
University buildings in Christchurch by the Ministry of 
Works are disappointing, being either dreary or jazzy, 
and sometimes both, but there is a fine Student Union 
Building in exposed concrete frame construction by 
archts Warren & Mahoney (7). However, at Auckland 
University, four out of five recent buildings are confi-
dent and mature examples of a strong feeling for ex-
pressive structure. The Biology Block, (8) archts 
Kingston, Reynolds, Thom & Allardice is the most 
virile of these, with beams at each floor level empha-
sised by a deep channel profile, a sturdy reaction to 
design under earthquake conditions. The sheds on the 
roof look, and C-S hopes are, temporary. All concrete 
surfaces are in an exposed brown aggregate. The 
Science Block (9 left background) Ministry of Works, 
archts, is a more athletic display of structure, even 
perhaps to the extent of overdoing the exercise and 
becoming a bit muscle-bound. The School of Engi- 

¶ From the Melbourne "Age" 24/4/68: "Protest by 
Architects: 
The Victorian Chapter of the Royal Australian Institute 
of Architects last night criticised the Federal Govern-
ment's decision to limit the design competition for 
Canberra's National Art Gallery to 12 selected architect 
firms. The criticism was made at a special general 
meeting of the Victorian Chapter during a one-hour 
meeting last night at Kelvin Hall. The meeting, of 
about 50 of the 900 practising architect members, 
strongly endorsed a motion proposed by Mr. Kevin 
Borland calling on the Victorian chapter to join with 
NSW in protesting at the limited competition. Last 
night's decision followed two months of intense dis-
appointment, particularly by younger members of the 
institute, at the decision to limit the design competition 
to 12 selected firms. Some want it rescinded and an 
open competition held." 

Jim Birrell, Queensland architect and town planner, 
has been approached by Surfers Paradise Chamber of 
Commerce to prepare a new development plan for 
Surfers Paradise. 

If The Rural and Industries Bank in Perth wants the 
old Legislative Council building site in Hay St. for 
extensions. This is being opposed by the W.A. National 
Trust of Australia. The building has an A classification. 

neering (9, right foreground) KRTA archts is more 
direct. The new Student Union (10) by Warren and 
Mahoney is bigger but similar to Christchurch S.U. by 
the same firm, and here, surrounded by the other new 
buildings previously described, its grey off-form finish 
against the others' ruddy textures dampens its positive 
virtues, and some of its minor details, like the little 
caps over the beam ends to indicate prestressing 
points seem too trivial. 
Christchurch, some unique buildings: the Reserve Bank 
of N.Z. (11) archts Trengrove & Marshall, its tower 
horizontally detailed with a Tange-in-cheek, but be-
coming very grim and teutonic on the first two floors; 
R.C. Church "Our Lady of Victories" (12) archts 
Charles R. Thomas & Associates, a virtuoso display of 
structural exaggeration equal to some of the more 
flamboyant recent work of the Japanese; some flats 
(13) with a nice jagged roof line by Warren and 
Mahoney; and an art gallery (14) for the Canterbury 
Society of Arts by Mineon, Henning-Hansen, and Dines. 
There are very few of the so-called "prestige" city 
buildings of any architectural merit in New Zealand, 
for too many of these are the routine produce of Aus-
tralian offices with overseas branches, or N.Z. imita-
tions of Australian imitations of U.S. precedent, the 
new Hotel Inter-continental Auckland notwithstanding 
(15). This, from the same stable as Melbourne's 
Southern Cross (Welton Beckett archts U.S.A.) super-
vised in N.Z. by Bechtel Corpn. is less garish than its 
trans-Tasman counterpart, but it is feeble facadism 
compared with the serious work produced by the 
locals for the University nearby. In Christchurch the 
Manchester Unity Building (16), archt Peter Beaven, 
is remarkable and idiosyncratic. On the landing of the 
highest lift stop to stand with the lift machinery agita-
ting in the background, with a patent glazed roof 
directly above one, and glazing to the floor beside is 
to be in an environment slightly Victorian, slightly 
cranky and quite exhilarating. 
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through 'oceans' of l itc! ature .. . 
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no wading 

dial dunlop! 
Don't waste precious time trying to fathom out 
flooring problems — let the Dunlop Flooring Ser-
vice come to your rescue! Dunlop's team of 
specialists never get out of their depth when it 
comes to flooring matters. So when your next job 
reaches the flooring stage — dive for the telephone 
and dial Dunlop — they'll come up with the right 
answers on smooth surface flooring — fast! 

DUNLOPILLO PTY. LTD. 
FLOORING DEPARTMENT 

Melb.: 96 Flinders Street, 3000 	 630311 
Syd.: 185 Canterbury Rd., Bankstown, 2200 70 0231 
Bris.: Precision St., Salisbury North, 4107 471691 

Adel.: 412 Main North East Rd., Windsor 
Gardens, 5087 	 61 3611 

Perth: 424 Murray Street, 6000 	 21 8141 
Hobart: 179-191 Murray Street, 7000 	3 3515 
Launceston: 328 Invermay Road, 7250 	60261 

DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE 



Library Digitised Collections

Title:
Cross-Section [1968]

Date:
1968

Persistent Link:
http://hdl.handle.net/11343/24062

http://hdl.handle.net/11343/24062

