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Two new adjacent buildings in William St., Melb., make 
monumental contrasts with each other and with nearby 
buildings. The multi-storey Customs House (centre of 
top photo) has none of the qualities of scale, dignity 

or approachability of the old Customs House (bottom 
right, top photo), for it is simply a big slab of curtain 
wall, broken up into vertical bays by opaque panels 
which coincide with the column spacing. The curtain 
wall facade begins abruptly above a preposterously 
scaled entrance floor which seems designed to admit 
gigantic customers. Next door, up the street, Monash 
House (far right, top photo, centre, bottom photo) the 
new headquarters of the S.E.C. opts for horizontality, 
in prestigious white marble panels, overlaid with black 
verticals, a theme similar to that of the National Centre 
(foreground, bottom photo) which differs in that the 
horizontal bands are projected continuous balconies 
and the vertical strips are more widely spaced and 
gold. (The finishes of the N.M.C. have suffered badly 
on this site, an island with tramways on three sides. 
Could it be that fine metal dust or electrostatically 
charged particles from the trams, lines and overhead 
wires have caused an unpredictably hostile atmo-
sphere?). Monash House has a modulated entrance — 
the multi-storey bulk steps over the lower floors and 
brings the majesty of the enterprise down to pedes-
trian levels. Despite this, the result is ungainly and 
melodramatic. For the Customs House, archts: the 
Commonwealth Dept. of Works; builder, Civil & Civic 
Pty. Ltd. For Monash House, archts: Meldrum & Part-
ners; builder, E. A. Watts Pty. Ltd. 
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The Legal & General Assurance Building, corner of 
Collins and Queen Streets, Meib., is a very nicely 
finished building, with a confident entrance canopy. 
Steps, with open risers and the sparse handrail, are 
neat, but trite in this luxurious context. The facade is 
divided by black mosaic strips into almost square bays, 
within which there are white tiled bands surrounding a 
window panel which is subdivided into two bronze 
framed sun-reflecting glazed windows and an inverted 
tee-shaped panel of bronze mosaic. Enough is as 
good as a feast. Bernard Evans & Partners Pty. Ltd., 
archts. E. A. Watts Pty. Ltd., bldrs. 
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The State Insurance Office at 480 Collins St., Melb., 
takes few design risks and makes no great claims on 
the imagination. The chunky mullions are reassuring, 
the brown spandrel panels are harmless, and the 
entrance makes no pretentious fuss about getting 
someone in. Mackay & Potter, archts. 
¶ The Building Science Forum of Australia will offer, in 
1968, a Book'Award for an original book published in 
Australia, dealing with scientific, technical, economic 
or social aspects of Building. Conditions of the award 
are available from the Building Science Forum of Aus-
tralia, 1 King Street, Newtown, N.S.W. 2042. 
¶ The Australian and New Zealand Architectural Science 
Association will hold its 5th conference in Brisbane, 
May 20-22, 1968, on Lighting, Acoustics and Thermal 
Environment. 
¶ At its conference in Adelaide, the Australian Modular 
Society emphasised that a change to the Metric system 
in Australia was necessary and inevitable, and that 
with the change-over, dimensional co-ordination could 
be effectively introduced. The building industry in the 
U.K. will be metric by 1972, most Asian countries al-
ready are, leaving Australia and the United States as 
amongst the few still working under the Imperial 
system. 
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For this new building at 119 Elizabeth Street, Mel-
bourne, archts Meldrum & Partners designed precast 
concrete sun hoods over all windows. The separate 
articulation at each window and between floors, to-
gether with careful attention to weathering of horizon-
tal surfaces, leads to good shadow patterns and will 
probably allow the building to acquire a patina of city 
dirt without looking shabby. The small scale elements 
and rich modelling almost reduce the facade from a 
pattern to a texture so that what could have been 
termed aggressive detailing turns out to be almost self-
effacing, in a most agreeable way. K. G. Hooker, bldrs. 
¶ Australia's tallest block of flats and the tallest pre-
fabricated concrete block in the world is to be built by 
the Victorian Housing Commission. It is to be 30 
storeys, 304 ft. high, house 1,050 people in 299 flats on 
a 3.6 acre South Melbourne site where 94% of the 
site is to be open space, gardens, car parks and play-
ing areas. Cost $3,413,419. Chief architect: R. R. 
Prentice. Builder: Concrete Housing Project, Chad-
stone. 
¶ Mr. Kenneth F. Woolley of Ancher, Mortlock, Murray 
and Woolley, Sydney, has been awarded the $2,000 
Sisalkraft Research Scholarship in Architecture for 
1967. 
¶ The 1967 Timber Achievement Award made by the 
Timber Development Association has been awarded 
for Mr. Kym Bonython's house in Leabrook, S.A., de-
signed by John S. Chappel. 
¶ The N.S.W. Government will call tenders in January, 
1968, for the first major tunnelling work on the $85 
million Sydney Eastern Suburbs railway. 
¶ The R.A.I.A. N.S.W. Chapter Blackett Award for 1967 
is for Clubbe Hall, Winifred West Schools, Mittagong, 
designed by Allen, Jack and Cottier. 
¶ The R.A.I.A. gold medal for 1967 has been awarded 
to Mr. W. Race Godfrey of the Melbourne firm of God-
frey Spowers Hughes Mewton and Lobb. He and his 
firm have designed recently the National Mutual 
Centre, Melbourne, and the new towns of Mt. Tom 
Price and Dampier for Hammersley Iron Pty. Ltd., 
Western Australia. A press quote from Mr. Godfrey: 
"Let's face it, we are a nation of copy cats—and our 
architecture is no exception. Our buildings and de-
signs lack individuality, and will continue to do so 
until we start using ideas of our own". 
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St. Denis Parish Church and Presbytery at Joondana 
(Perth suburb) to seat 500. One of the newer open plan 
churches accommodating changing liturgical require-
ments of the Roman Catholic Church requiring active 
congregation participation and optimum sight lines. 
Integrated into site with Presbytery separated by en-
closed court and parking at a lower landscaped level 
for 60 cars. The walls are completely solid except for 
entrance doors, with the roof and shaped ceiling kept 
clear of the walls to admit daylight through screened 
perimeter rooflights. Estimate: $100,000. Ernest Ros-
sen, archt. 
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¶ Mr. Colin Clark, formerly economic advisor to the 
Queensland Government and now director of the agri-
cultural research institute of Oxford University, speak-
ing at a University of Melbourne seminar, advocated 
ten new industrial cities each with at least 250,000 
people. He urged continued planning for at least one 
new city every two years with complementary indus-
tries in these cities serving both national and export 
markets. He strongly criticised the Victorian Town and 
Country Planning Board's proposal for corridor de-
velopment for Melbourne, saying this would create a 
deplorable drift in the current urban sprawl. 
¶ The Tasmanian National Trust will acquire and restore 
Staffordshire House, Launceston. Formerly it was a 
merchant's town house in the Georgian style built 
about 1830 with a ground floor warehouse and living 
quarters on the first floor. 

Proposed Surf Club at City Beach, Perth. Boat stor-
age at beach level with adjacent ambulance room. 
Control centre at next level up with lookout tower 
directly over all closely accessible to beach. Change 
rooms with top lighting half level up from beach with 
main social hall, kitchens and toilets at upper level 
accessible to rear parking and accessible to beach or 
deck by door all round with ample roof overhangs. 
Construction reinforced concrete to lower level with 
timber posts and roof framing and tiled roof. Estimated 
cost $100,000. Produced by the Perth City Council, 
Planning and Architecture Department, headed by Paul 
Ritter as an integral part of an over development for 
City Beach. 

Another proposed surf club at City Beach, Perth. 
In-situ reinforced concrete construction — boat stor-
age area under main sundeck, ambulance room and 
control centre under smaller deck with observation 
room over. Main building has changing and ablution 
facilities for about 200 members at lower level 
opening on to sunken courtyard with additional 
roofed surf boat store. The upper level consists of the 
social room with adjacent kitchen, toilets and storage. 
Car parking for 30 cars at upper level with access to 
main public car park for 1,000 cars. Estimated cost 
$120,000 including 100 yards of proposed three-mile 
sea wall and beach development. Designed by Perth 
City Council, Architectural Division Council, M. J. 
Boyce, Project Officer S. E. Meszaros. 

If An architect who intends to submit a design for the 
Carillon on Aspen Island was in Canberra to look 
over the site. He told the NCDC that Canberra's build-
ings were "fascist monumental 1930's-style architec-
ture" and asked if a design submitted in that genre 
would be acceptable. 

Photos: Leder's Photographic Service. 

The Victorian I.E.S. Meritorious Lighting Award, 1967, 
was received by the Alexander Theatre at Monash 
University, Melb. Eggleston, Macdonald & Secomb, 
archts; lighting design by the archts and W. E. Bassett 
and Partners; suppliers — H. M. & S. Engineering & 
Cables Pty. Ltd. The jury commented "The Auditorium 
is a multi-purpose theatre capable of being used for a 
drama role, also as a lecture theatre, when students 
will require much more illumination for satisfactory 
note-taking. A combination of fluorescent and incan-
descent lighting is used, some on dimmer control, to 
satisfy the many requirements of this Auditorium. The 
lighting is effective and unobtrusive and in keeping 
with the architectural design. The Lobby, on the other 
hand, has an eye-catching pendant form of lighting 
which forms a predominant part of the Lobby structure. 
Here again a flexible switching arrangement is used 
to obtain a change of lighting conditions and atmo-
sphere". In their report the jury made many notable 
criticisms of the lighting installations they had viewed, 
glare from visible light sources being in their opinion 
a too-frequent fault and also "Office lighting, as re-
lated to the large interiors, seems to have reached an 
unexciting impasse due to the many restrictions 
placed on the Lighting Designer by the building speci-
fication people (including air conditioning, etc.). We 
make a strong plea that office design in general be 
thought of as a human environment task, with con-
sideration given to the resulting atmosphere within 
which the office-bound humans have to spend so much 
of their lives. 
¶ The A.P.I. will hold its 10th Australian Congress in 
Perth from August 18th to 24th, 1968. 
¶ The R.A.I.A. will hold its 18th Convention in Hobart, 
April 1st-6th. The theme for papers and discussion 
will be information processing and the efficient com-
munication of pertinent information in architectural 
practice, with emphasis on building products data. The 
convention organising committee urges prospective 
delegates to book now. 
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dial dunlop! 
Don't waste precious time trying to fathom out 
flooring problems — let the Dunlop Flooring Ser-
vice come to your rescue! Dunlop's team of 
specialists never get out of their depth when it 
comes to flooring matters. So when your next job 
reaches the flooring stage — dive for the telephone 
and dial Dunlop — they'll come up with the right 
answers on smooth surface flooring — fast! 

DUNLOPILLO PTY. LTD. 
FLOORING DEPARTMENT 

Melb.: 96 Flinders Street, 3000 	 630371 
Syd.: 185 Canterbury Rd., Bankstown, 2200 70 0231 
Bris.: Precision St., Salisbury North, 4107 471691 

Adel.: 412 Main North East Rd., Windsor 
Gardens, 5087 	 61 3611 

Perth: 424 Murray Street, 6000 	 21 8141 
Hobart: 179-191 Murray Street, 7000 	3 3515 
Launceston: 328 Invermay Road, 7250 	6 0261 

DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE 
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