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A Supreme Court writ claiming damages for alleged 
wrongful dismissal was issued in October on behalf of 
Paul Ritter against the Perth C.C. Ritter is sueing for 
a balance of salary and unspecified damages for 
'being deprived of the opportunity of doing and com-
pleting the preparation of the town planning scheme 
and plans and reports on planning aspects affecting 
the defendant'. 
if Letter to C-S Editor: "I am not'an architect, but your 
leading article on Sydney architecture prompts me to 
write. For some years I have been bewildered by what 
architects are trying to do in this latter part of the 
twentieth century here in Sydney. As far as I can see, 
architect-designed buildings are either crude uses of 
modern materials, like those seen in the city, or back-
ward looking buildings like the two that received the 
Sulman Award last year and, I think, the year before 
(two college buildings by McKay and Cox). The former 
make some technological contribution but seem to 
ignore the real needs of man, whilst the latter are 
nonsense buildings which just should not be built in 
this day and age, because whilst they may accept 
some of man's human problems they make no contri-
bution in any way to the development of technology 
or of the aesthetics of our age. Why they would be 
awarded prizes is utterly beyond me. Except for two 
buildings I have seen recently, the Dee Why Library 
by Edwards, Madigan and Torzillo and a house men-
tioned by you by the architect Neville Gruzman, I 
could well come to the conclusion that the building 
industry would be better in the hands of some other 
profession. Perhaps your excellent little journal could 
make a real contribution to architectural development 
by encouraging architects to see that their real job is 
o show how to solve the emotional and practical prob-
lems of man in our age by using technology at its 
most advanced level". Yours sincerely, Ronald Fairfax. 
The following buildings are from an exhibition of work 
by Melbourne architects under 35 years of age. Com-
ing hard on the heels of Robin Boyd's article in the 
latest issue of Architecture in Australia, and Cross-
Section's Sydney School reposte in September, this 
exhibition supplies interesting evidence of the state of 
Melbourne architecture amongst young and emerging 
practices. Naturally, the sizes of the projects are gener-
ally small and the costs low, and this may account for 
a measure of timidity that is present in most of the 
work shown here. Some of the more definite and 
forceful examples from the under-35's exhibition have 
already appeared in past issues of C-S, notably 
Charles Duncan's houses at Ivanhoe and Beaconsfield, 
Neville Quarry's house at Kew (C-S No. 171), Morrie 
Shaw's house at Cottlesbridge (C-S No. 180), John 
Reid's house at Templestowe (C-S No. 146), and Jor-
gensen and Hough's Sandown Motel (C-S No. 164). 
Clearly there is no commonly identifiable direction 
amongst young Melbourne architects, compared with 
what is associated for instance with Sydney, or even 
Perth. It would be too flattering to believe that this 
is due to more highly individualistic talents in Mel-
bourne, for although there are few signs that this may 
be so in time to come, sufficient buildings do not exist 
at present to substantiate such a claim. The Mel-
bourne under-35's are not prepared to accept the 
economic expediency argument that rationalises 
Sydney's romantic vernacular, and Boyd's attempt to 
elevate to heroic status the peak period of structural 
innovation (the Olympic Swimming Pool, Myer Music 
Bowl, a few houses) falls a bit flat with this generation, 
for where are those heroes now? It appears that not 
much looking forward, or even back, is going on, 
simply a lot of looking around. 

Hampton Methodist Church Hall, archts. Daryl Jackson 
and Evan Walker. The jagged roof line and chunky 
massing is a conscious attempt to continue the spirit, 
if not the detail, of surrounding existing buildings. The 
result, though it may be forced, is also forceful — 
obviously there is an intention to create a building which 
is special to its time and place. 

Two-storey residence behind a shop at Macleod, Keith 
and John Reid, archts. Room outlooks concentrate 
inwards upon a full height courtyard, very cool, con-
trolled and delightful. 

Kindergarten at Eltham, archt. Charles Duncan. Equi-
lateral triangle in total plan, the playroom reduced to 
roughly a hexagon by store and washroom occupying 
one interior angle, kitchen and office another and a 
covered porch the third remaining corner. Over the 
minor lively intricacies of the plan the slate roof is a 
calm cloak, topped by a beaten metal sculpture by 
Matcham Skipper. 
¶ Jorn Utzon is claiming nearly $350,000 fees and ex-
penses as still due to him for services on the Sydney 
Opera House. The N.S.W. State Government has in-
structed the Crown Solicitor to defend the case. 



  

House at Lower Plenty, archt. Charles Duncan. The 
materials, slate, stone and weatherboards are seduc-
tive and well placed, the house is large and beautifully 
sited, but compared with Duncan's Tozer house at 
Beaconsfield (C-S No. 166) or his medal-winning house 
at Ivanhoe (C-S No. 142), this is conservative and 
genteel. 
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The "K-House", an upper-income bracket project 
house, archi. John Adam, has an air of generosity and 
spaciousness about it, with the firm, rather reassuring 
quality of the deep and close fascias on one elevation 
contrasting in character with the far-flung eaves, 
beams and posts on the balcony facade. 

  

House at Forest Hills, archi. William Collinson Kerr. A 
familiar motif of large rectangular fireplace mass, 
flanked by windows, flat roofs with wide eaves, rough-
face concrete block walls. An almost cruciform plan, 
central kitchen top-lit from a clearstory, and a raised 
ceiling over the living room. 
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Block of six flats at Mentone, archt. Clive Fredman. A 
more than usual competence in the basic sans-style of 
investment flats, with massing and fenestration clearly 
reflecting the plan. 
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House at Mt. Waverley, archt. Ian Smith, in clinker 
brick, three floor levels, white asbestos cement 
shingles on a series of unequal gable roofs which, 
building up to an interesting rhythm, are brought to 
an abrupt halt by the car port. 
¶ Mr. Gareth Edward Roberts succeeds Prof. R. P. 
Cummings as Professor of Architecture at the Univer-
sity of Queensland. Mr. Roberts was formerly the 
Director of Architecture and Civic Design for the 
N.C.D.C. 

  

Shepparton Hotel, archts. Jorgensen and Hough. A fair 
dinkum Aussie pub, with verandahs all around and a 
strong masculine interior; full of character in the way 
that old country pubs were reputed to be, but often 
weren't, and new pubs are seldom, but ought to be. 
¶ The Strata Titles Act 1967 requires that developers 
of O-Y-O flats in Melbourne contribute to a local coun-
cil fund for public open space at the rate of 5% of the 
unimproved value of the site. 

  



 

 

Jindabyne Hotel, archts Jorgensen and Hough. In 
many ways similar to their hotel at Shepparton, the 
interior spaces have their exposed timber truss virility 
dampened a bit by "cappuccino-please" finishes around 
the bar and the exterior, being more complex than at 
Shepparton, is less satisfyingly strong. 

 

Six flats at Thornbury, archts. Whitford and Peck. 
Most interesting in detail, particularly the sparsely 
detailed, pipe column supported, patent glazed roof 
over the access stairway to the top three flats. 
if Melbourne could cover 7,000 square miles and be 
populated by five million people in about 30 years. 
These are the dramatic statistics in the Town & 
Country Planning Board report to the Vic. Govt. The 
report goes along with Melbourne going along. Any 
attempt to stimulate expansion in the north and west 
would be undesirable and uneconomical because most 
expansion will be on the eastern and southern side of 
the metropolitan area, the report says, but warns that 
the unevenly distributed and lopsided growth of the 
metropolis will threaten the inner city. Envisaged is 
an urban complex including Geelong and the Bellarine 
Peninsula, Kilmore, Warragul and the whole of Western-
port and the Mornington Peninsula, requiring a trans-
port corridor linking Craigieburn with Westernport. 
This would certainly expedite the expansion of natural 
gas, oil refining, stevedoring and related industry ex-
panding into the pleasant seaside resorts of Western-
port by connecting them with the State's transport 
routes to the Victorian interior and Sydney, bypassing 
Melbourne (which could exacerbate the uneven growth 
the report warns against). The Board considers such 
a large area will inevitably require a planning body 
having the status of a government authority and 
recommends itself, as the most practical solution, to 
be reconstituted as a State Planning Board. The Board 
is aware of likely trends and humbly facilitates them. 
Planning must be more enterprising. The report re-
jects satellite towns as an answer to Melbourne's 
growth and recommends corridor conurbation. The 
T. & C.P.B's. findings were made public at a La Trobe 
University seminar sponsored by the R.A.C.V. at the 
request of the Minister for Local Govt., Mr. Hamer. 
¶ The N.S.W. Govt. has rejected a suggestion in Par-
liament for a Sydney Metropolitan Planning & Develop-
ment Commission. The Premier, in a deferred reply, 
said that the functions proposed for the commission 
were already the responsibility of various Government 
agencies and no necessity was seen for appointment of 
such a body. The diversity of authority surely makes a 
commission necessary? 
¶ In Victoria, Ballarat, Bendigo, Portland, Wodonga 
and the Latrobe Valley conurbation were recommen-
ded for special industrial and commercial develop-
ment by the decentralisation advisory committee. Solu-
tion: Residential colleges for tertiary and secondary 
colleges to boost population, tax deductions to attract 
industrial and commercial development and new air-
port facilities (as a gesture to the multitude of transient 
wishful thinkers?). 

 

 

House amongst the tea-tree at Seaford, archt. Philip 
Sargeant. A gentle building, retiring quietly under wide 
verandahs without any fuss at all. 
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House at Ballarat, archt. Hugh O'Neill, straddles a hill, 
emphasising the fact with weatherboards inclined 
parallel to the pitch of the roof. 
¶ The S.A. Government's Builders Licensing Bill (C-S 
No. 180, Oct. '67) was passed in October with the 
following amendment provisions: 1. A Government-
appointed builders' licensing board comprising a 
lawyer as chairman, a qualified accountant, a member 
of the Institute of Builders, and a member of the 
Architect's Institute. 2. An advisory committee which 
would include representatives of all sections of the 
building industry to advise the board. 3. A definition 
of the right of a person to build his own house with 
his own labour and sell it. 
¶ The Deputy Premier of Q., Mr. Chalk, opening the 
Master Builders' Federation of Australia conference, 
said that registration of builders would prevent the 
havoc, waste and inefficiency of those who 'get away 
with anything they can'. 
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dial dunlop! 
Don't waste precious time trying to fathom out 
flooring problems — let the Dunlop Flooring Ser-
vice come to your rescue! Dunlop's team of 
specialists never get out of their depth when it 
comes to flooring matters. So when your next job 
reaches the flooring stage — dive for the telephone 
and dial Dunlop — they'll come up with the right 
answers on smooth surface flooring — fast! 

• 

DUNLOPILLO PTY. LTD. 
FLOORING DEPARTMENT 

Melb.: 96 Flinders Street, 3000 	 630371 
Syd.: 185 Canterbury Rd., Bankstown, 2200 70 0231 
Bris.: Precision St., Salisbury North, 4107 471691 

Adel.: 412 Main North East Rd., Windsor 
Gardens, 5087 	 61 3611 

Perth: 424 Murray Street, 6000 	 21 8141 
Hobart: 179-191 Murray Street, 7000 	3 3515 
Launceston: 328 Invermay Road, 7250 	60261 
DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE 
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