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Architect Morrie Shaw's remarkable house for a 
bachelor at Cottlesbridge, Vic., was the most startling 
and the only unprecedented design on display in a 
recent exhibition of work by 35 architects under 35 in 
Melbourne. Shaw built the house himself, with the 
assistance of the owner and a few friends, with the 
exception of the cedar shingle roof which was laid 
by a roofing contractor (A.B.C.A. Roofing of Diamond 
Creek). Telegraph pole columns are located at inter-
vals around the circumference of two intersecting 
circles in plan. Rafters radiate from central poles. 
Glazing is set into grooves cut by chain-saw into the 
poles. Under the cloak of the roof, small separate 
enclosures are formed around a fireplace, the bed 
place, kitchen and toilet areas. These enclosures are 
built of mud brick, corbelled, shaped, carved, coerced 
and finished with a cement-mud mixture. The brick 
floor undulates, with ridges and hollows, some of 
which can be nestled into as seats against backs 
fcrmed by the moulded walls of the mud enclosures. 
Collections of beer bottles set into the walls give 
areas of mellow amber light. 
Shaw would sooner be exploiting new technologies 
and synthetic materials, but at Cottlesbridge, a paucity 
of capital, an abundance of building material to be 
dug up, willing muscles and adventurous spirits hap-
pened to combine to produce a unique architecture. 
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¶ N.S.W. Cabinet has decided to implement Mr. 
Overall's suggestion of an authority to plan and pro-
gramme redevelopment of the Rocks (C.S. No. 179, 
Sept. 1967). The Government will introduce legisla-
tion to constitute the authority which will consist of 
six members responsible to the Minister for Local 
Government. 
If The Tasmanian State National Trust has asked its 
Government to incorporate the trust. Advantages 
would mean that buildings bought by the corporation 
would be rate free, and private owners undertaking 
restoration could seek deductions. 
If Work will start in 1968 on the first stage of a $23 
million state cultural centre, covering 19 acres north 
of the Perth Central Railway Station. 
¶ World-wide Camps Pty. Ltd. of Elizabeth, S.A., has 
been awarded two contracts worth $6 million for 
housing in the Pilbara, W.A., by the Mt. Newman iron 
ore company. 
If Civil and Civic, in their role as "project managers", 
are to design and construct the new Teachers' College 
at Launceston, Tasmania. A public building, sup-
ported in part by Commonwealth Grant. No independ-
ent architect, departmental or private. No calling of 
public tenders. No competitive tendering. Why? 

In South Melbourne, amongst old terrace houses, some 
grand, some dilapidated, this new house and office for 
John & Judith Brine of Brine Wierzbowski, archts., is 
built of brown manganese brick, exposed on internal 
and party walls, tile roof, corrugated aluminium insula-
tion ceilings, conc. slab floors. The external scale is 
complementary to the street and internally, living spaces 
extend upwards over plastic laminate sheeted balus-
trades to bedrooms. The internal air space is virtually 
continuous (except for bathrooms), with all the delights 
of view and difficulties of acoustic privacy that such 
concepts entail. 
¶ Seymour shire, Victoria, has proposed a Government 
and private enterprise development of Seymour town, 
increasing population from 9,000 to 150,000 and atten-
dant services, water supply and industry. Seymour is 
located 60 miles from Melbourne on the main rail and 
road link between Melbourne and Sydney. Usually the 
proposal for city expansion in the sticks comes from 
the big smoke. The shire is grabbing the more likely 
end of the stick to beat for decentralisation. The re-
port including the proposal to the Minister for Local 
Government, was prepared by Perrott, Lyon, Timlock 
& Kesa, archts. 
¶ In S.A. the Premier, Mr. Dunstan, gave notice of a 
Bill to licence builders. The legislation will require 
builders to establish their level of building competence, 
quality and capital. 



Final year students at Queensland University moved 
into the Fortitude Valley business centre in Brisbane 
and came up with a renewal programme that had 
public appeal. "The Valley" as it is known, is the 
blue-collar shopping centre and has a lively atmo-
sphere that should be capitalised. The students' pro-
jects were put to "The Valley Business Council" who 
are a group of leading Queensland businessmen. In-
viting the Treasurer and Railways Minister from the 
State Government and Brisbane City Council represen-
tatives to a public exhibition at T.C. Beirne's Em-
porium, put the students on the map. The University 
image was improved overnight and the public's regard 
for the students' endeavours remains very high in-
deed, because here is evidence of a positive concern 
with community problems, instead of a protest and a 
whine. Changes will occur if this sort of student 
activity persists. Perhaps the Commonwealth Govern-
ment would be interested in this aspect of University 
work, and subsidise research into similar projects for 
urban renewal. Two schemes and Maurice Hurst, lec-
turer at U of Queensland, are shown above. 

¶ The first hard cover publication on the Sydney Opera 
House affair is "The Sydney Opera House Affair" by 
Michael Baume (Thomas Nelson Australia Ltd., $3.95). 
The book is largely a commentary connecting various 
letters, reports and public statements made by the 
different parties concerned with the Opera House, and 
perhaps the most important section is the Appendix 
p. 118-169 which gives copies of some of the most 
significant documents e.g. Ove Arup's memo to his 
partner in Sydney; several of Utzon's letters to the 
NSW Minister for Public Works, Mr. Davis Hughes. In 
his commentary Mr. Baume has clearly tried to be just, 
giving credit and blame wherever his research indi-
cates it should fall, and makes it clear that a multitude 
of factors contributed to the affair. Taken singly, any 
of these factors could have been enough to wreck even 
a usual and conventional project. Taken altogether it 
is a wonder that the building proceeded at all. "It is 
easy to blame the architect, to make him the scape- 

goat for the mess that was made of the Opera House 
project. On the face of it that is what has happened. 
That his resignation was accepted indicated that the 
government was keen to see him go; the conditions 
they set on re-employing him (in the lesser role of 
'design architect' only) clearly showed their views on 
his ability to finish the project. 
And there were many good reasons for the government 
taking this view — just as there were many good 
reasons for some of Utzon's apparently strange actions, 
and even for some of the disastrous decisions by 
others involved in the project that resulted in so much 
of the bungling, confusion and waste that have made 
the Sydney Opera House one of the most remarkable 
examples of how not to go about this kind of project". 
Mr. Baume's own opinions occasionally intrude. He 
refers rather scornfully to the "group of architects and 
traditional liberals" who held an Utzon-in-charge public 
meeting at the Sydney Town Hall, as though they were 
a bunch of itinerant protest marchers, which is quite 
unfair, for it disregards their motives and the status of 
many of those, often highly conservative by nature, 
who were involved. It is not a book for pro-Utzonites 
to be antagonistic towards except in one respect: Mr. 
Baume's summary sentence "The story of Utzon and 
his Opera House is the story of a goody who did bad; 
of the artist who, for many reasons (including a great 
deal that were not his fault), made a mess of things" 
belies the total complexity that Baume describes in 
other places. Overall, Utzon is given insufficient credit 
for sheer architectural brilliance and Baume fails to 
convey the unique qualities of the opera house de-
sign — he writes rather as though it were just another 
job. As an antidote to his deadpan approach, the 
Appendix I, Ove Arup's paper to the Prestressed Con-
crete Development Group London, shows insights into 
the nature of the work and personality of Jorn Utzon, 
that Baume comes nowhere near to discovering. 

¶ Mr. Colin James Taylor of Strathpeffer, Scotland, 
has been appointed the first Launceston City Council's 
town planning officer. 
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In Brisbane, this house for photographer Geoff Dauth 
was designed by former Melbourne architect and Great 
Hall Competition winner Stuart McIntosh (C.S. No. 
128, June 63). Coincidentally the apparent theme: 
strong roof supported on free standing columns, 
meandering walls, intimate spaces within larger spaces; 
has schematic affinities with Morrie Shaw's Cottles-
bridge house, also shown in this month's C-S, but 
where McIntosh's design is hard-edge and Cartesian, 
Shaw's is loose and virtually indeterminate. McIntosh's 
design can be done to order, Shaw's is do-it-yourself. 



¶ A survey of the Victoria Market in Melbourne will 
investigate the land for use as offices, flats, retail 
market, hotel-motel and housing. The site is 16 acres 
in an inner area and redevelopment value per acre is 
estimated at $4 million. 

First Year architectural students at Queensland Univer-
sity have completed the year on a World Design 
Science Decade note. Using Buckminster Fuller's 
Teleological Schedule as a check list, they carried out 
research for a "Persona! Living Capsule". This check 
list of the "Universal Design Requirements of a 
Scientific Dwelling Facility" (Bucky's verbalising is 
quaint) allowed the students to set down the specifica-
tion for the "Anticipatory technology and scientifically 
informed probable variables" — pow! Analysing "Ran-
dom and Subjective phenomena", i.e., cyclones, earth-
quakes, etc., "Social Dangers" — marauders, poli-
ticians, etc., "Climate", "Energy", etc., all received 
attention, and then the capsules were fabricated by 
the students. The results are shown, and the whole 
exercise was worthwhile. The research and building 
programme and the methods of analysis adopted may 
be more relevant to tomorrow than usual "arty-crafty" 
First Year exercises, but a suspicion remains that the 
"dwelling facilities" shown here are little different 
from the results one would get if, without any antici-
patory research at all, students were simply asked to 
design a "mini-shelter" or homes for the Seven 
Dwarfs. 
If The 1966 Wilkinson Award in N.S.W. has been given 
for Harry Seidler and Associates' house design at 
Lilli Pilli, Pork Hacking Bay, constructed in white con-
crete masonry blocks and a reinforced concrete struc-
ture, built in 1963. 

Model of ten luxury town houses at Wollstonecraft, 
NSW, for Strata Development Corporation, by Clarke 
Gazzard & Partners, archts. & planners; T. Jumikes, 
str. engineer. The two-storey houses are in two rows 
with the lower houses on the edge of a cliff and the 
upper houses at a higher level overlooking the lower. 
All car parking is under the upper houses — which 
has garden courtyards on the street side. All houses 
have large terraces facing NW to the view. Load-
bearing brick crosswalls, hollow block concrete floors, 
metal deck roofs. 

N.S.W. State Public Offices is a 35-storey tower 
flanked by two lower wings, at the corner of Mac-
quarie and Bent Streets, Sydney. It is good architec-
ture, obviously designed with great care, and it is only 
this obviousness that detracts from its quality as a 
whole. The different expressions on the towers and 
the wings, the too particular expression of bronze 
clad columns, exposed aggregate finishes (of three 
types) and junctions between blocks; the chunky seats 
and thin bronze zig-zag terrace railings; the smoothly 
cantilevered mosaic tile clad stair against the rough-
ened stone paving; all these minor details neatly per-
formed but lacking in the kind of continuity (e.g. in 
the Sydney Water Board bldg. C-S No. 160 or Mies 
van der Rohe's Seagram) that guarantees a sense of 
inevitability to a city building. Archts: N.S.W. Govern-
ment Architect. Builder: Perini (Australia) Pty. Ltd. 

¶ The British Government gave $500,000 to Canberra 
for the city's Jubilee in 1963 and the donor suggested 
a carillon or fountain. The Australian Government has 
appointed six firms of architects to produce a design 
for a carillon: to be constructed on an island in Lake 
Burley Griffin: Cameron Chisholm and Nicol, Perth; 
McKay and Cox, Sydney; Ancher, Mortlock, Murray 
and Woolley, Sydney; and three U.K. firms. The com-
petition judges are Lord Holford, Mr. Overall and Eric 
Bedford, chief architect of the British Ministry of 
Public Building and Works. The result: April, 1968. 



through 'oceans' of literature 

no wading 

DABS 

dial dunlop! 
Don't waste precious time trying to fathom out 
flooring problems — let the Dunlop Flooring Ser-
vice come to your rescue! Dunlop's team of 
specialists never get out of their depth when it 
comes to flooring matters. So when your next job 
reaches the flooring stage — dive for the telephone 
and dial Dunlop — they'll come up with the right 
answers on smooth surface flooring — fast! 

DUNLOPILLO PTY. LTD. 
FLOORING DEPARTMENT 

Melb.: 96 Flinders Street, 3000 	 630371 
Syd.: 185 Canterbury Rd., Bankstown, 2200 70 0231 
Bris.: Precision St., Salisbury North, 4107 	471691 

Adel.: 412 Main North East Rd., Windsor 
Gardens, 5087 	 61 3611 

Perth: 424 Murray Street, 6000 	 21 8141 
Hobart: 179-191 Murray Street, 7000 	3 3515 
Launceston: 328 Invermay Road, 7250 	6 0261 
DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE 
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