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¶ Melbourne architect, Mr. Best Overend, has been 
elected Federal President of the R.A.I.A. He is a past-
president of the R.V.I.A. and is State chairman of the 
Industrial Design Council of Australia. 
If The Sir John Sulman award was given to the 
Warringah Shire Library, Dee Why, N.S.W. Edwards 
Madigan & Torzillo, archts. (C-S No. 174, April '67). 
¶ Mr. A. A. Freak, architect, has been given the trien-
nial design award of the Tasmanian Chapter of the 
R.A.I.A. for the Devonport Marine Board Administrative 
offices. 
Bryan Downing, B.Arch.(Melb.), was awarded the 
Robert & Ada Haddon Travelling Scholarship ($2,000) 
of the Victorian Chapter of the R.A.I.A. 
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This house for Russell Drysdale at Bouddi National 
Park, N.S.W., has a formal and symmetrical plan. A 
central living-dining-kitchen area is balanced by a two-
bedroom block on one side and the artist's studio on 
the other, each of these latter areas being connected 
to the first by glazed galleries which serve as ad-
ditional accommodation for guests. The approach side 
of the house presents only blank court and house 
walls, again symmetrically disposed about the entrance 
way. The view side of the house is entirely glazed 
and each of the three pavilion elements look through 
the timber pergola framing towards an immense view. 
Construction: steel roof deck, pink umber concrete 
block, quarry tile, carpet and white mosaic floors, 
ceiling and some internal wall linings — Queensland 
Maple, Oregon beams and posts, conc. slab. Guildford 
Bell (Melb.) archt. G. F. Downing Pty. Ltd., bldr. 
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"Utzon and the Sydney Opera House", edited by Elias 
Duek-Cohen for Morgan Publications ($1.20) docu-
ments the history of the Opera House from the com-
petition days up to the end of March this year, when 
the apparently final and remarkable decision was made 
that the building was not to be primarily an Opera 
House at all, but a multi-purpose concert hall, with 
opera relocated in the minor hall. There is formidable 
evidence assembled to establish who was responsible 
for what and when, claims and counter claims are 
given and documents from many sources are quoted. 

Those who come to this book already convinced that 
Utzon was to blame for many errors and divisions 
may be inclined to claim that the evidence is too 
selective, and that it has been presented in a manner 
bound to be sympathetic to Utzon. Pro-Utzonites will 
find their attitudes reinforced and given detailed vindi-
cation. An architect or a layman, previously uncom-
mitted, would have to come to the conclusion that on 
the basis of the printed evidence, Utzon's resignation 
should never have been accepted. The only reason 
for doubting these conclusions would be the possi-
bility that some evidence has been withheld or that in 
fact, some of the evidence given is wrong. But there 
is so much corroboration of each facet of the case 
that it would be hard to maintain such views. 

If Utzon personally was not to blame, what went wrong 
then? It is not reasonable to simply shift culpability 
onto the engineers, the quantity surveyors, the NSW 
Government or the ABC or the Elizabethan Theatre 
Trust, nor even to the architectural panel that now 
seems committed to changing the design as much as 
possible— for all these groups really come after the 
main event — the original competition-winning design. 
As Utzon himself declared once to Mr. Davis Hughes 
"It is not I but the Opera House" that is the source 
of the trouble. The original design was a brilliantly 
conceived intuitive guess. The circumstantial prob-
lems of cost, completion time and client's programme 
made it the wrong guess. Utzon, not only because he 
was the creator of the design, but because he proved 
himself to be an executive architect of extreme 
capability, was the only person likely to convert his 
guess into a workable reality. The Government became 
impatient C-S believes that all charges, counter-
charges, rationalisations and contradictions apart, the 
motivation of the Minister, subconscious or overt, must 
have been along these lines: Utzon's design may work 
in the end, but the end is too far off. The design is 
the problem. The design will not change unless Utzon 
goes. With Utzon gone, a tame team of architects can 
change the design. Reasons are found (just the 
charge of taking too long would have done) for getting 
Utzon to resign. That at least would be a coherent 
pattern of argument, even if its presentation to the 
public has suffered what P.R. men now call a "credi-
bility gap". Utzon should return of course, but it is 
naive to think that the NSW Government would be 
prepared for the loss of face that would occur. Pro-
fessor Steen Eiler Rasmussen's comment "The best 
thing would in my opinion be to stop all building when 
the sails are finished, and let Peter Hall or other 
persons build an unpretending new concert hall on 
another site far apart from Bennelong Point. It 
would leave the Utzon structure unspoiled and be 
much cheaper. It would also leave all possibilities 
open for the future 	" is a really intelligent plan, 
with no hope of acceptance. The architectural panel 
now in charge of the Concert Hall may be competent, 
but they are not in the same class as Utzon. Without 
saving money or time, Sydney will lose a potential 
masterpiece and gain a potential botch. 



Perspective and model photo above are of six court-
yard houses now under construction at Cremorne, 
N.S.W. Individual units are 14 squares, two-storeyed 
with a single storey wing forming an L-shape and 
enclosing a court. Steep slope of the site led to a 
staggered arrangement allowing views to the west and 
a central 10-car park. Construction: conc. tile roof, 
white painted brickwork, brick veneer walls, cavity 
construction between adjacent houses, plaster board 
linings, oiled timber joinery. Ancher Mortlock Murray 
& Woolley, archts. (Ken Woolley, partner-in-charge). 
¶ The N.S.W. Master Builders' Association is seeking 
legislation requiring registration of all the builders on 
a graded scale of efficiency. 

At Monash University, Vic., an interdenominational 
religious centre is under construction, with a 75-ft. 
diam. circular main chapel, seating 500, which can be 
opened to link with a meeting room to provide a 
further 100 seats. Four vestries are included around 
the perimeter. Materials: manganese brick base, quartz 
finish precast concrete chapel walls, untreated Cali-
fornian redwood. Cost approx. $250,000 including fur-
niture and fittings. Mockridge, Stahle & Mitchell, 
archts. Fulton Constructions Pty. Ltd., bldrs. 

¶ Apropos items in the June issue of C-S two letters 
have been received: In your June issue you state 
somewhat proudly that Ken Waldron's house was built 
by direct-sub-contracting for approximately $15,000 
(30 squares).' Obviously Mr. Waldron acted as Builder. 
I paraphrase your notes on the IPEC, Brisbane, Build-
ing: 'Granted that in this way some buildings which 
would have been abominably expensive become bear-
ably priced, it is a pernicious system which cheats the 
Builder out of his due recognition and underrates his 
services'. Yours etc. J. B. Wagner, A.M.I.E." To Mr. 
Wagner we must concede a clever paraphrase, but the 
issues in the case of domestic building are different 
from those in commissioned commercial work. Few 
architects would object in principle, and C-S certainly 
wouldn't, to a builder designing his own house for him-
self, or for that matter anyone designing their own 
house if that satisfies them as owners. If a small scale 
building for himself is built by a handyman instead of 
by a professional builder, C-S doesn't imagine that 
the Master Builders' Association or the Building and 
Allied Trades Association would object either. Nearly 
everyone would admit that a builder could do a better 
job than the handyman. Not everyone will admit that 
a professional designer, e.g. an architect, is a better 
designer than a casual part-time or once-only designer. 
Of course, there are exceptions 	 
From Stafford Moor & Farrington: "We thank you for 
drawing our attention to the report on University build-
ings in your June issue, including the Main Building 
at Macquarie, designed by us. Your Sydney reporter 
obviously reads too much and thereby fills his head 
with such rubbish as 'brutalism', `Oxbridge', 'modish-
ness' and so on. He says, for example, 'brutalism was 
never intended to mean when in doubt, specify the 
roughest finish you can think of'. These things are in 
his own mind and having set them up, he proceeds to 
judge from them. In fact they have nothing to do with 
architecture which is (or we think still is) a simple 
matter of trying to design buildings to satisfy human 
requirements. In this explosive era in Australia, the 
paramount requirement in all University work is that 
imposed by the Universities Commission — rigid 
economy. This is also the reason for the highly suc-
cessful glass-roofed and shaded internal courtyard at 
Macquarie. This serves the purposes which used to 
be served by the Great Hall in the days when univer-
sities could afford them. Already many functions have 
been held in it, including the Students' Ball and a 
concert by the Sydney Symphony Orchestra. Its acous-
tics are excellent and plays, concerts and other activi-
ties are planned for the future. In short it is a back-
ground and shelter for worthwhile human activity. This 
is architecture, let those label it who will. Finally, 
there is no E in Moor and Macquarie is not spelt with 
a capital Q. Bet you don't publish this letter. Yours 
etc. C. J. Farrington". Mr. Farrington loses his bet. 
Bare concrete, the letter implies, would not necessarily 
be chosen if it was not the most economical finish. 
C-S is young enough to remember when specified 
"bare concrete" finishes were just as economical but 
unacceptable to many architects and most clients. 
This kind of finish has become acceptable through 
popularisation by Le Corbusier and the "New Bru-
talists". You don't have to read many books to con-
cede that point. Architecture can be described as "a 
background and shelter for worthwhile human activity" 
but this description covers the present Houses of 
Parliament in Canberra as well as say, the Sydney 
Opera House; Flinders Street Railway Station as well 
as the Macquarie University Great Hall, yet they are 
not architecturally equal. C-S never doubted that the 
Macquarie Great Hall was a sensible, economical, suc-
cessfully useful multi-purpose space. C-S still main-
tains that the selection of materials and the specifica-
tion of their finish and the selection of a planning 
notion such as "courts" has a lot to do with architec-
ture, and that the selections which architects make are 
too often influenced by what they have read and seen 
in magazines. Too seldom are their selections made 
by a deliberately rational assessment of the possible 
alternatives. For a lengthy and wise exposition of this 
sort of attitude, refer to an article by Sir Leslie Martin, 
F.R.I.B.A., in the R.I.B.A. Journal for May, 1967. 
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Sutherland Shire Soccer Club, N.S.W., contains a 
central hall approx. 60 ft. x 35 ft., spanned by an 
exposed timber and steel truss, with skylighting. The 
tall volume of the hall is brought to earth by skillion 
roofs on perimeter rooms such as kitchen, dining, 
toilets and special use club facilities—billiards, cards 
and library. The compact bulk of the building is thus 
split into a series of separate shed roofs, restoring 
the domestic scale on this flat site in the middle of 
suburban Miranda. Dark brown tile roof stained 
timbers, light-brown brickwork inside and out. Area 
approx. 55 squares. Contract price $77,000. Construc-
tion time just under 4 months. Hely Bell & Horne, 
archts.; L. W. Giles Pty. Ltd. of Kirrawee, bldr. 
¶ The new town of Weipa in northern Queensland 
was officially opened in June. Present population is 
400 with plans for an increase to 1,250. Town planner 
and architect: Don Fulton of Melbourne. 
¶ Victoria's new Minister for Housing, Mr. Meagher, 
declared himself unsympathetic to high rise dwellings 
for families, in favour of discussion with Melbourne 
architects to find better alternatives; sympathetic to 
the complaints of residents at Hotham Gardens estate, 
North Melbourne (see last month's C-S) and appeared 
to be a good person for the Housing portfolio. We 
hope the limp paw of bureaucracy does not deter his 
quick grip. 
¶ A building code manual has been prepared by the 
Department of the Interior for the A.C.T., the first for 
this Territory. "The manual lists standards of building 
construction, but does not exclude the use of materials 
or forms of construction not specifically stated". 
(Times, Canberra). 
¶ The Australian 	Institute of Building (formerly 
Builders) has set up a $2,000 award for an original 
building research contribution into the economies of 
building management, productivity, materials or con-
struction methods. Winners have to be A.I.B. members. 
The award comes from A. V. Jennings' $40,000 grant 
to building research. 
¶ The United Nations has chosen a Sydney consultant 
engineering firm, Crooks, Michell, Peacock and 
Stewart, to prepare a master plan for Singapore's re-
development and to train Asian personnel to implement 
it. The $4.6 million contract is for 4 years. Mr. H. J. S. 
Wardlaw, principal planner of the N.S.W. Planning 
Authority, has resigned his post to join the firm as 
project director on the Singapore scheme. 
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At Ocean Grove, Victoria, this timber-framed beach 
holiday house was designed to provide 360 degree 
views over bush and sea. Three floor levels accom-
modate parents, two children and a grand-parent. 
Construction —timber frame, bolted. Infill panels of 
asbestos cement and hardboard painted white, steel 
tray roof deck. The whole structure, plus wall joinery 
system and floor was pre-cut and drilled before de-
livery on site. Cost $10,500. Construction time 10 
weeks. Bernard Joyce Associates, archts. C. A. K. 
Homes P/L, bldr. S. Ramchen & Associates, str. engr. 
¶ To the 16th Architectural Convention in Brisbane at 
the end of May, Paul Ritter called the computer "a 
very dangerous toy". At the time, Mr. Ritter was 3,000 
miles away in Perth, toying with a little black box 
called a telephone, which we hope did him no 
damage. He also said that to gain the trust of ordinary 
people, architecture must have a theory. In Perth some 
architects were using the theory that there were three 
fundamentals — people, form and material. Sure. That 
the Perth City Council had refused to allow Ritter to 
attend the conference, presumably because he had on 
a previous visit made critical remarks about Brisbane, 
was a narrow-minded and undemocratic example of 
undignified prejudice. The other big crunch at the 
conference was delivered by layman Dennis Pryor who 
contended that codes of professional ethics "are quaint 
and irrelevant survivals from magical or theocratic 
societies" and suggested that the architect "who tries 
to be both artist and technologist within a framework 
of professional ethics is inevitably lunatic or dis-
honest". Other discussions revealed that some archi-
tects at the moment are worried that their range of 
activities was not covered by the R.A.I.A. Code, others 
were worried that their range of activities is covered 
but not benignly, and still more are simply worried 
about the range of their activities. 

At Camberwell, Vic., this new Civic Centre is under 
construction, with precast white reconstructed stone 
structural frames, with round headed windows in 
analogy to the original town hall. Accommodation: 
three halls (separately seating 1,250, 500 and 150). 
Council Chambers, Councillors' and meeting rooms, 
Mayoral suite. Contract sum approx. $1,400,000. 
Mockridge, Stahle & Mitchell, archts. H. T. McKern & 
Sons Pty. Ltd., bldrs. 
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. . . and no less than one would expect from Aus-
tralia's leading flooring company. Whether it be a 
case of attractive samples, covering the wide range 
of Dunlop vinyl asbestos tiles or providing compre-
hensive and reliable technical information, fast 
accurate quotations and trouble-free, on-time in-
stallations — Dunlop flooring service is second to 
none. 
Whatever your need in smooth-surface floor cover-
ings — dial Dunlop Flooring Service! 

Melbourne. 96 Flinders Street 	63 0371 
Syd. 185 Canterbury Rd., Bankstown 700231 
Bris. Precision St., Salisbury North 47 1691 
Adelaide. 412 Main North East Road, 

Windsor Gardens 	 613611 
Perth. 424 Murray Street 21 8141 
Hobart. 	179-191 	Murray Street 3 3515 
Launceston. 328 Invermay Road 6 0261 

DUNLOP PLOORIIVG SERVICE 
FLOORING DEPARTMENT—DUNLOPILLO PTY. LTD. 
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