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New University planning in Australia is still, surface 
effects aside, fairly generally along nostalgic Oxbridge 
lines. The operative words seem to be "courtyard", 
"vista" and "axis". If you can get a courtyard in, 
you're made — everyone falls over with delight. The 
kind of original thinking that shows through in places 
as dissimilar as Scarborough College, Toronto (Aus-
tralian John Andrews, archt), University of Birmingham 
(Philip Dowson, archt, of Arup Associates) has not 
penetrated far in Australia. Possibly one of the major 
reasons for this is that here, architects are not given 
sufficient time to work out a thorough brief and co-
ordinated programme, but by being forced to work too 
fast, resort to prior ideas as a precaution. In the 
N.S.W. buildings shown below, superficial brutalism has 
become the fashion: common bricks, off-form concrete, 
stained timber and so on, a palette of materials that 
maybe has a more human quality in domestic buildings 
than other selections, and perhaps is more fitting to 
institutional buildings than the flimsy glass aesthetic of 
the near past. But one feels that the notion has de-
generated into modishness, and in a few more years 
these buildings will be classed as "that grim and for-
bidding style of the mid-sixties". Brutalism was never 
intended to mean when in doubt, specify the roughest 
finish you can think of. If the guide vision is a build-
ing hewn out with an axe, at least the axes ought to 
be kept sharp. Brutalism served a purpose of knocking 
some of the cosmetic effects out of modern architec-
ture, but for some the face powder has been replaced 
with a mud pack. An intellectual idea about relating 
activity and construction programmes should be the 
guide, not a fashionable "image". What most University 
building lacks, no matter whether it is gracious or 
robust, is any educational idea. 
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The Main Building at MacQuarie University, Ryde, 
N.S.W., is a simple scheme of a glass-roofed courtyard 
(with overhead sun control) with most of the faculty 
offices and lecture theatres opening off it. Perhaps a 
good solution in a new university with its bulldozer 
bestrewn landscape. Stafford, Moore & Farrington, 
archts. 
¶ Plans for an inner city and outer city transport 
scheme for Melbourne, probably costing in excess of 
$200 million, are nearly complete and should be pre-
sented to the Victorian Government by the end of 1967. 
The scheme is being prepared by the State Govern-
ment's Melbourne Transportation Committee and in-
cludes a three-station underground railway circling the 
city centre and linking with Flinders and Spencer 
Streets Stations and an outer city ring road with enor-
mous car parking stations at the links with freeways 
radiating to outer suburbs. The committee is basing its 
scheme on the 1964 traffic survey by Wilbur Smith and 
Associates. 
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Upper Quadrangle (upper photo) and Chancellery (lower 
photo), University of N.S.W., employ the full gamut of 
slotted windows, dark bricks, inside and out, off-form 
concrete barrel vaults — many good things but over-
done and a sense of human scale gets lost in the 
maelstrom. The siting of the buildings was to an out-
line plan prepared by the University. Certainly the 
buildings form a cohesive group and when landscaping 
is complete and the trees full grown the currently for-
bidding grim newness is likely to be well foiled. The 
five buildings in this area are The Chancellery, the 
Robert Gordon Menzies building, Central Lecture 
Theatre building, the Morven Brown Building for the 
Faculty of Arts and School of Mathematics, and the 
John Goodsell Building for the Faculty of Commerce. 
The Chancellery was designed by the University archi-
tect; consultants: Taylor, Thomson & Whitting, struc-
tural; Norman & Addicoat, mech. & elec.; Keith Rich-
mond & Partners, q. surveyors; James Wallace Pty. 
Ltd., bldrs. For all other bldgs archts were Fowell, 
Mansfield, Jarvis & MacLurcan; with consultants Woola-
cott, Hale, Bond & Corlett, structural; Norman & 
Addicoat, mech. & elec. For the R. G. Menzies and 
Morven Brown Buildings, G. G. Springthorpe were q. 
surveyors and A. W. Edwards Pty. Ltd., bldrs. For the 
Central Lecture Theatre, Thompson & Wark, q. sur-
veyors; James Wallace Pty. Ltd., bldrs. For the John 
Goodsell Building, Thompson & Wark, q. surveyors; 
Welch Bros. Pty. Ltd., bldrs. 
¶ Professor Gordon Stephenson, head of the School of 
Architecture at the University of W.A., has been made a 
member of the National Capital Planning Committee 
for the next three years. 
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International House, University of Sydney, is on a V-
shaped site and consists of a three-storey rotunda 
containing common room, dining rooms, recreation 
rooms and library, with a second element, an eight-
storey residential block forming "a backdrop". The 
rotunda is, not irrespectfully, located near the apex 
of the triangular site, and as explained by the archi-
tects, "The rotunda was selected because of its 
classically pure form with an attraction arising from its 
own inherent simplicity and also because it also forms 
a traditional terminal feature in civic architecture". 
Rotunda construction: grey ceramic-faced outer brick 
piers, steel inner piers, conc. floors, steel roof trusses. 
Residential construction: steel framed, flat place conc. 
floors, brick wall panels with white marble chip facing 
under aluminium windows. Bunning & Madden, archts. 
Consultants: Macdonald, Wagner & Priddle, structural; 
Julius, Poole & Gibson, mechanical; Charles Harding & 
Son, q. surveyors. E. A. Watts Pty. Ltd., builders. Cost 
$647,000. 
¶ An inner suburb of Melbourne, North Melbourne, 
was, seven years ago, the scene of a uniquely co-
operative venture between the Housing Commission, 
the Master Builders' Association, and the Royal Vic-
torian Institute of Architects. On slum land appropria-
ted and cleared by the Housing Commission, a non-
profit organisation, M.B.A. Redevelopers Ltd. (A. V. 
Jennings, chairman), built 108 flats on the Hotham 
Gardens Estate, to the design of the R.V.I.A. archts 
panel — Pearce, Mockridge, Grounds, Simpson & 
Murphy. Although C-S (Issue No. 100, Feb. 61) had 
some fairly detailed criticism of the planning of these 
flats, they have proved to be extraordinarily sought-
after, particularly amongst professional people wishing 
to live close to the city, and as own-your-own home 
units have doubled in market value since their com-
pletion. It seemed like a propitious start for more 
advanced notions of city dwelling. Since then, more 
units have been built, less imaginative in site layout 
and no less conservative in design, but for all that, 
preserving the quality of the development and con-
tinuing the scale, character and calmness of the area. 
A fundamental principle was eventually to close Harris 
Street to through traffic and treat the area as a park 
for the inhabitants. But someone has sold out, in prin-
ciple and in fact, for now between O'Shannassy Street 
and Harris Street, work is in progress on a series of 
parallel slab blocks, in brown manganese brick, by 
A. V. Jennings builders. According to their plan, cars 
will use Harris Street as an access way to carports (of 
which there is only one for every three flats) and 
parallel street parking will bring rows of cars within 
15 ft. of the double glazed doors and balconies of the 
pleasant block which faces south to Harris St. Each 
new block is in plan a "U" shape with a narrow court 
across which living and bedrooms face each other. 
Open space, neighbourly planning, visual continuity, 
sensible orientation, notions of privacy and hopes for 
architecture have gone. In advance, we know what the 
excuses will be: "It's gotta make money" — neither a 
necessary nor sufficient argument for the damage that 
is being done to this environment. Whatever hap-
pened to the R.V.I.A. panel, whatever happened to the 
M.B.A. non-profit co-op, whatever happened to the 
Housing Commission? 

¶ City councils in N.S.W. are seeking increases in 
building fees for multi-storey developments. The N.S.W. 
Local Government Association has asked for an in-
crease for projects $100,000 and higher to cover coun-
cil inspection costs, where the minimum fee rise would 
be $100 to $306 and on a $1 m. building $420 to 
$1,076. Checking of big buildings by council inspectors 
involves complicated engineering problems and work 
at present is carried out by councils at a loss, so the 
Association claims. 
¶ In London, May 8th, Mr. Davis Hughes expressed 
the hope that the Sydney Opera House would be 
finished "within ten years". In New York, April 6th, 
Mr. Davis Hughes said the project would be com-
pleted within five years. In Sydney, 1965, Joern Utzon 
set 1969 as the completion date. It seems the Inter-
national Dairy Congress who have booked in for Oc-
tober 1970 may have to go elsewhere. 
¶ Three architects working on the Sydney Opera 
House; Mr. C. Weatherburn, the Government Archi-
tect's site representative; Mr. L. Todd and Mr. H. Isele, 
associated with the architects' panel, left Sydney in 
April close on the heels of Mr. Davis Hughes to inspect 
opera houses in America and Europe. 
¶ Architects Woodward Taranto & Wallace wish it 
pointed out that both the Morshead fountain (C-S 175, 
May 67) and the El Alamein fountain were not designed 
solely by R. Woodward as implied by C-S, but are the 
work of the firm as a whole. 
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Archt Ken Waldron's own house at City Beach, Perth, 
is built on a block with steep slopes in both directions. 
These are used as a starting point for an interesting 
play of levels and spaces. The cross section is split 
level with entry dining and kitchen at the half level, 
bedrooms and gallery up and studio space below. At 
the ends, the plan is varied to give a den at quarter 
level at one end, and an amusing upper level roofed 
balcony at the other end. The balcony which acts as 
entry lobby to parents' room has external stairway 
access and looks out over the kitchen roof at handrail 
level, as well as down through glazed light to the 
kitchen itself. The floor, which also acts as a roof, 
is ex 11/2" T & G boarding, set in compriband. The 
building is entirely built in clinker brickwork and terra 
cotta marseilles tiles with roofs lined on the rake, the 
latter being used at a mansard pitch to provide an 
inclined wall to the bedrooms. This device, originally 
intended to overcome restrictions in cladding materials 
laid down in By-laws, gives a pleasant attic feeling 
within, and a very distinctive appearance outside. In 
a wealth of incident and detail the designer has taken 
an obvious delight in tackling design problems head-on 
rather than eliminating them. Most spectacular is the 
suspended floor supporting the bedrooms over the 
studio space. This has alternate 8" x 3" joists, 
post-tensioned onto downstand blocks with 3/4" mild 
steel bars; lateral 6" x 2" members transmit onto these 
blocks. The large spans, in combination with the inter-
play of levels, give an effect of spaciousness which is 
enhanced by the rough materials and a controlled 
degree of complexity to give a magnificent interior. In 
contrast, the enclosed den is almost claustrophobic 
with concrete seats around three sides and a bulkhead 
projection into the tall top lit space. Total area of 
nearly 30 squares was built by direct sub-contracting 
for approx. $15,000. 



¶ C-S regretfully records the death of Norman Henry 
Mussen, engineer, in Canberra on April 30th, 1967. Mr. 
Mussen was a practising engineer of brilliance and 
foresight, and one of those rare men who was not 
only capable of awakening an awareness of structure 
in the students he sometimes taught, but also an in-
spiring speaker on the whole field of architecture. He 
combined a love of mathematics with a love of 
humanity and his intensity of feeling got through to 
whoever met him. Many of the best buildings in Mel-
bourne were all the better for having Norm. Mussen 
as structural consultant. His last project was the Vic-
torian Arts Centre in Melbourne. 
If The National Trust of N.S.W. has purchased a 
property "Riversdale" near Goulburn for preservation 
and has been asked to classify "Coonong", a 42,000-
acre Riverina showplace sheep stud as a national 
monument. In Brisbane, architect John Dalton has led 
a move to save the facade of the Bank of N.S.W. in 
Queen Street, built in 1885. Queensland University was 
offered the facade, which would be re-erected as a 
skena to open-air University Tree Theatre, but declined 
to accept. 
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The Manufacturers' Mutual Insurance city office build-
ing (C-S 149, March 65) recently completed in Queen 
St., Brisbane, is graced with the above sculpture by 
Tom Bass. Beaten and formed copper of amorphous 
form, it sits on the facade at first floor level, within a 
rectangle approx. 9 ft. x 20 ft. Excellent in itself, it 
is a three-dimensional space creating feature—but 
feature it remains. Although it adorns the building with 
assurance, it is a reminder that sculpture is more suc-
cessful when more closely integrated with the building, 
as say Bass's fountains on, in and within the P. & O. 
Building, Sydney. 
If In the last issue, C-S mentioned amongst Mel-
bourne's "cool school" of city buildings Norwich 
insurance by Yuncken Freeman. All those who follow 
both C-S and their city buildings carefully may have 
wondered why Norwich? Built about seven years ago, 
designed by Yuncken Freeman, it nevertheless sprouts 
little lighting buttons in the middle of each spandrel 
panel and is therefore most uncool. C-S' mnemonic 
memory system had placed the relevant building insuf-
ficiently North, for the comment was meant not for the 
Norwich, but the Scottish Amicable (see C-S No. 161, 
March 66). 

If Since the appointment of Paul Ritter as Perth City 
Architect in September 1955, the Department has pro-
duced a lot of worthwhile work in the invigorating 
atmosphere of a combined architectural and planning 
office. His removal from the post of architect in March 
(he remains the City Planner) was a retrograde and 
malicious step. Illustrated is a public toilet and store 
in Hyde Park, Perth. The two neatly detailed pavilions 
are a far cry from the "municipal convenience" which 
would have been erected but for Ritter, and which 
blemish the face of many another city public space. 
Luckily, the scheme was far enough advanced to sur-
vive the break-up. As this type of building is the stock-
in-trade of a city department a system was evolved 
with re-usable fibre glass shuttering to no-fines con-
crete walls, fibre glass roof and stainless steel sanitary-
ware. The prototype of this design will be approxi-
mately 30% cheaper than the traditional building, with 
further significant reductions for repeat orders, and 
will have obvious advantages in speedy erection. 
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The building above, for IPEC at Coopers Plains, 
Brisbane, appeared to Q'land architects to have been 
designed by Sydney archt Peter Muller (see C-S 145, 
Nov. 65) who had done work for this client in other 
States. On enquiry it turned out that a firm of package 
dealers, "B. & I.S. Pty. Ltd. Design and Construction 
Service", were responsible. A registered architect on 
their staff designed this job after being shown photo-
graphs of other IPEC new buildings. Although the staff 
archt hasn't made a bad fist of the genre, it clearly 
lacks the quality of an original Muller. C-S knows of 
more than one instance which parallels the above, 
where nation-wide business organisations have com-
missioned an architect for a one-off prestige job and 
then for smaller works, especially in interstate 
branches, have gone to building companies which hap-
pily loot the original architect's ideas, promulgating 
variations of them in what then appears to be a pre-
conceived and designed "house style". Granted that 
in this way some buildings which would have been 
abominable become bearable, it is a pernicious system 
which cheats the architect out of his due recognition 
and under-rates his services. If a company acknow-
ledges an architect's contribution to all their buildings 
by imitating his original work, then surely he should be 
retained, even if not in a full-service capacity, for all 
jobs. 
If A Forum on the theme of "Building in 1980" (the not 
too near and yet not too distant future) will take place 
at the Melbourne School of Architecture and Building 
on consecutive Tuesday afternoons from 4.30 to 7.30 
p.m. The programme is: 27th June: Socio-economic 
climate. 4th July: Town planning, transportation, en-
vironmental design. 11th July: Clients requirements. 
18th July: Residential buildings A. High density, B. 
Low density. 25th July: Non-residential buildings A. 
Commercial B. Industrial C. Institutional. 1st August: 
Project co-ordination. 8th August: Technical education. 
Further information and application forms may be 
obtained from the School of Architecture and Building, 
phone 34 0484 extension 2538. 



Flawless Floors s • • 

like the one illustrated, are a joy to behold year after year despite heavy traffic, when the flooring 

is Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos Floor Tiles. 

In order to stand up to the continuous battery of busy feet, stiletto heels—and in some cases 

moisture and chemical attack, tiles must contain the correct balance of P.V.C. and Asbestos—like 

Dunlop Vinyl-Asbestos Floor Tiles for example. They take a terrific beating yet stay fresh and 

beautiful for ages, require little or no maintenance. It's worth remembering! Where floor traffic 

is heavy specify Dunlop Vinyl-Asbestos Floor Tiles—their beauty is built-in. 
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FLOORING 

SERVICE 

DUNLOPILLO PTY. LTD., FLOORING DEPARTMENT. 

Syd.: 185 Canterbury Rd., Bankstown 70 0231 Adel.: 412 Main North East Rd., Hobart: 179-191 Murray St. 	3 3515 
Melb.: 96 Flinders St. 	 63 0371 Windsor Gardens 	 61 3611 Launceston: 328 Invermay Rd. 	6 0261 
Bris.: Precision St., Salisbury North 	47 1691 Perth: 424 Murray St. 	21 8141 

Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos Tiles. Flexible Vinyl Tiles. Rubber Flooring. Linoleums. Trowelled underlays. 
Parquetry and smooth surface floor coverings of all types. DA4R 
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