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¶ Two U.K. Design Centre Publications from McDonald 
Co. (Publishers) Ltd. in association with the Council of 
Industrial Design 1966, are at only $1.15 each, good 
value for money. 
"Lighting" by Derek Phillips, ARIBA MCD M.Arch is 
an excellent primer for the architecture student or 
refresher course for the practising architect. The bias 
of the book is towards domestic lighting, but the first 
half covers basic theory on adaptation to daylight and 
artificial lighting, distribution, illumination levels and 
glare control, so that the frame of reference is better 
established than in most simplified texts on "lighting 
in the home". Eighteen separate photographs show 
the effect of different types of light fittings upon 
general room illumination and upon objects within a 
space— represented by a cube, a cone and a sphere 
upon a table. Good examples of domestic lighting 
equipment and lamps, capital costs and running costs 
are of course exactly relevant only to conditions in the 
U.K., but most of the light fittings are also obtainable 
in Australia, with the exception of some of the more 
elegant portable and wall mounted fittings, for which 
there is no readily available counterpart. 
"Kitchens" by John Prizeman AA Dipl., ARIBA, looks 
very impressive and thorough at first glance but a 
deliberate reading shows that some of the informa-
tion is little more than specious. Plan and elevation 
drawings of refrigerators, cookers, sinks and general 
equipment are not dimensioned. Being drawn in sim-
plified style with a thick black line around the edges, 
the pieces illustrated seem to have a common visual 
relationship and uniform crispness that a glance into 
any appliance showroom will demonstrate as almost 
entirely spurious. In a diagram showing working 
heights, the bench top for standing work is shown as 
2' 3" high, apparently a misprint, for it is more 
properly given as 2' 8" in the text, within a paragraph 
rather pompously headed "Ergonomics". Often the 
author's comments merely state the obvious e.g. "there 
is no material that is suitable for all purposes", some-
times in a manner that can best be called mealy-
mouthed: "There are so many potential dangers for 
young children in the kitchen that even if nothing 
happens to them, their mother will still worry about 
what might". However, since the author is also a 
staunch propagandist for good design "There is a 
certain tendency, especially in magazines, to treat a 
kitchen as a gallery for attractive junk", these lapses 
can be forgiven amongst the overall stack of informa-
tion that the book presents. A design method is out-
lined, more for client guidance than for architects, 
but even for those who are already confident they can 
design an effective and functional kitchen, to read 
through this book before completing a final scheme 
would serve as a worthwhile check-list on particular 
and general design. Frequently it is the failure to 
recognise or remember the obvious that ruins an other-
wise clever layout. Like its companion booklet on 
lighting, "Kitchens" is a good introduction to the sub-
ject for architecture students, provided that some of 
it is taken with a grain of salt. On dishwashers, the 
statement is made that if the time they save is rated 
at so much per hour a total annual saving can be 
significant (it is not recognised that the cost of child 
labour is zero) and as the author goes on to say, with 
perhaps unconscious irony, "In fact, the chief disad-
vantage of dishwashers, for many people, is that 
antique, hand-painted, gold and decorated over glaze 
china, thermoplastics, anodized aluminium, milk-glass, 
thin stemmed glasses, wood, bone and rubber will be 
damaged and must still be washed by hand; so must 
the worst encrusted pans. 
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This house at Leabrook (Adelaide) for Kym Bonython 
was designed to accommodate the owner's family and 
his extensive private art collection. All rooms are 
orientated north-south with sliding doors opening onto 
a garden, except for the picture gallery, which has no 
windows. Conc. slab, finished with carpet, clay tiles or 
terrazzo. Manganese brick walls, plastered and 
finished with hessian wall paper internally. Internal 
partitions mainly are 2" solid western red cedar plank-
ing without studwork. Roof—white asbestolite 
shingles, 2" thick bleached pinus radiata decking, dark 
stained rafters and plywood box beams spanning up to 
35 ft. External paving — red brick with panels of con-
crete. The architect, John S. Chappel, contends that 
this was not by any means an extravagant house, the 
contract price being almost exactly $10 per square 
foot — about average for the better designed houses 
in Adelaide suburbs. 

¶ A redevelopment and beautification scheme for two 
miles of the northern bank of Parramatta River has 
been adopted in principle by Parramatta Council. A 
team of 10 post-graduate students from the U. of 
N.S.W. developed the scheme and the Council has 
awarded a $1,000 honorarium to the Faculty Library. 

¶ Mr. M. H. Parry, president of the R.A.I.A., led a 
survey mission of six Australian professional consul-
tants which included representatives from the A.C.E., 
I.S., I.Q.S., A.P.I. and the Dept. T. and I. The Mission 
will return in March, having visited Singapore, Malay-
sia, the Philippines, Libya, Lebanon and Iran and 
report to their respective professions on overseas busi-
ness opportunities. 



if Quote from the Daily Telegraph, London: "Mademoi-
selle Coco Chanel, at 83 the doyen of French high 
fashions, yesterday said mini-skirts and modern female 
fashions were destroying love and femininity. The mini-
skirt was the most derisive weapon woman had ever 
employed to seduce the male. With it, the battle of 
charm was lost. Mlle Chanel laid the blame on male 
designers who, she said, were inspired by late archi-
tect Le Corbusier and his houses on stilts". Next 
season, Mies Van der Rohe's "Less is more" line? 
Take Courreges, Dior. 
¶ John Stoddart, Sydney U. architecture graduate, has 
been awarded a $1,000 Arts Council bursary to work 
as a set and custume designer for opera in Britain. 
¶ The charm of inner Melbourne shopping centres, 
lacy arcaded cast-iron verandahs shading wide foot-
paths in Carlton, Kensington, South Yarra, etc., is 
being threatened by a M.C.C. by-law to remove them. 
Cr. Bernard Evans, architect, chairman of the building 
and town planning committee of the M.C.C.: "Post 
verandahs are always getting hit by trucks. They are 
a relic of the horse-and-buggy days". 
If On face value, it may seem indefensible that in the 
same year in which all faculties of the University of 
Melbourne have been required to chop their individual 
annual budgets by 8%, work is proceeding or 
about to commence on three buildings which could be 
regarded as inessential to academic life. Large scale 
demolition, renovation and construction of Union House 
and a new Sports Centre are under way, with work 
on a $1.3 million Adminstrative building due to start in 
August this year. But first of all it ought to be recog-
nised that budgets for these buildings were approved 
prior to the academic cuts and that furthermore their 
finance comes from a different fund. As anyone who 
has been connected with quasi-governmental depart-
ments knows, funds from one area are not as a rule 
transferable to another, not from the Army to the Dairy 
Board, from Housing Commission to the T.A.B., or 
from hospitals to opera houses. Nor could and should 
they be if we are not to have unending chaos. 
Secondly the quality of life in universities depends not 
only upon its lecture halls and laboratories but on its 
ability to function as a community. Therefore if we are 
to admit any extra-curricular activities at all, the shelter 
which houses them must be proportionate to the 
student population, and as this grows so must the 
facilities expand, in food, shopping and sporting ser-
vices. Furthermore the administration staff, long since 
housed in a hotch-potch collection of "temporary" hot 
boxes and nooks and crannies of other buildings, 
should have ceased to function years ago, had their 
response to environment been as would be surmised 
by charting productivity against comfort conditions. 

Phase 1 of the new Sports Centre at the University of 
Melbourne is now under construction and will house 
six squash courts, a weight-training area, club rooms, 
offices, changing rooms and equipment storage. Con-
struction is brick bearing wall and steel frame. Phase 
2 will be a multi-purpose indoor Training and Recrea-
tion centre and Phase 3, a spectator pavilion with 
changing facilities for many different sports, ground 
staff and press amenities. Montgomery King & Tren-
grove, archts; Consultants: Irwin, Johnston & Breedon 
P/L, structural; Kuttner, Collins, Bligh & Partners, 
mechanical and electrical; Beattie, Prowse & Asso-
ciates, quantity surveyors. Builder A. R. P. Crow 
& Sons. 

Union House at the University of Melbourne has 
been under alteration, renovation or extension for the 
past ten years, but this stage is the most definite and 
considerable enlargement so far. The central section 
of the old building was demolished, and now under 
construction in a three-storey block are new basement 
toilets and change rooms, ground floor foyer and res-
taurant, first floor theatrette, with offices, lounges, bil-
liard rooms, etc., on the first and second floors. 
Further re-modelling of the Union Theatre will also be 
done, and new stage lighting and machinery added. A 
final stage will include a 12-storey tower block over 
the centre of the group. Eggleston, MacDonald & 
Secomb, archts. Consultants: Irwin, Johnston & Bree-
don P/L, structural; Kuttner, Collins, Bligh & Partners, 
mechanical and electrical; Beattie, Prowse & Asso-
ciates, quantity surveyors. Builder, Hansen & Yuncken 

The new ten-storied Administration Building, Univer-
sity of Melbourne, will be located running east-west 
from the Students' Records Wing (which will become 
space for the Law School) 186 feet, lapping the end 
of the Chemistry School by some twenty feet. Its 
sheer size will further intimidate that patch of grass, 
criss-crossed by paths, that lies east of Commerce 
and north of Chemistry, to the point where it seems 
futile to encourage the last vestiges of lawn and as in 
the pleasant area north of the Union Milk Bar, plant 
instead a goodly grove or two of trees and pave the 
lot. There will be a relieving vista beneath the build-
ing towards the entrance of Wilson Hall, across a 
precinct which, if it is not too overshadowed and 
windy, could be pleasant. (In a comparable circum-
stance, the space bounded on the north by the twelve-
storey Redmond Barry Building and on the south by 
the five-storey Architecture School is a desolate tunnel, 
partly redeemed by a meticulous strip of Japanese 
Garden, plastered with cars, and on its north eastern 
opening towards St. Mary's College, a veritable vortex 
which on windy days sends mini-skirted undergrads 
spinning around the corner in fine displays of kinetic 
art.) Construction is concrete load bearing wall faced 
with brickwork (to match Wilson Hall) with no internal 
columns. Staff architect Rae Featherstone designed 
the building and tender documents are being prepared 
by archts. Berg and Alexandra. 



¶ The first volume in the ambitious Elvesier Architec-
tural Series is the unpretentious "An Historical Out-
line of Architectural Science" ($5.30; 175 pages) by 
the Editor of the series, Henry J. Cowan, Professor of 
Architectural Science at the University of Sydney. It 
could be said that architectural science first began, if 
we must identify a beginning, when men involved in 
building applied the classical scientific attitude of 
observation, hypothesis and verification to architectural 
problems i.e. in the discovery and use of what were 
considered at the time to be natural laws. But some 
of the traditional constructional lore could also be 
considered scientific, albeit of a rough and ready 
character. Professor Cowan considers that in struc-
tural respects the ancient Egyptians were hardly scien-
tific at all, nor, with the exception of some lifting 
mechanisms, were the ancient Greeks, so gross was 
their use of superfluous material in post and lintel 
construction. The Gothic master builders learnt by 
their mistakes, which was scientific, but not until the 
Rennaissance did individuals attempt to abstract from 
their available knowledge concepts of a theoretical 
nature that would attempt a universal validity. It was 
when Robert Hooke in 1678 presented his findings on 
the elastic nature of building materials, that reliable 
premises could be founded as the base for structural 
theory. Structural theory occupies four of the six 
chapters of this book, bringing the story up to date 
with paragraphts on shells, space frames and suspen-
sion structures. The fifth chapter tackles environ-
mental design and the sixth, new building materials 
and industrialisation. There is little new material, but 
various pieces of information from scattered sources 
have been brought together in an effort to consolidate 
a picture of development. Unfortunately the book is 
too slim for the vastness of the task and skimming 
through two thousand years in this space leaves no 
room for discussion of causes or motives. This pub-
lication also suffers from dreary typography and a 
banal cover design which it is hoped will not be 
typical of the further twenty-one titles in the series. 

¶ A booklet "The Enemy Within Our Gates" has been 
prepared to support the campaign of the Victorian 
Minister for Housing, Mr. Lindsay Thompson, and the 
Housing Commission Chairman, Mr. J. P. Gaskin, for a 
doubling of the Federal Government's slum reclama-
tion subsidy. Each year 20 acres of housing decays 
to the quality of a slum, but the money available from 
State and Federal sources combined ($2,400,000) 
barely allows for the re-development of 14 to 15 acres. 
One of the most significant costs in reclamation of the 
inner suburban areas is the cost of acquisition and 
clearing of land at $100,000 to $160,000 an acre. More 
than social and architectural factors, it is this cost 
which has virtually required the Vic. H.C. to build 
multi-storey flats of ponderous girth and bulk and 
doubtful social progress, in order to appear to achieve 
maximum accommodation for least investment. Pos-
sibly this high acquisition and clearance cost per acre 
has been the inhibiting factor in deterring private 
developers, who although encouraged by the Housing 
Commission, have largely refrained so far from taking 
part in slum clearance. In fact the H.C. is prepared to 
sell acquired land at a loss in order to promote private 
development. A recent change in H.C. policy would 
release 30-acre lots as a better inducement to builders 
than the previous 10-acre sections. Although in this 
much-vaunted affluent society we ought to expect the 
existence of sufficient available public finance to cure 
the housing problem it is evident that private invest-
ment is essential, and if private investors lack the 
courage or are unaware of the practicality of profit 
from high density housing, perhaps an architectural 
competition for a specific site — an "ideas" com-
petition backed with a financial assessment — would 
help to focus their attention. The Vic. Housing Com-
mission itself could sponsor such a competition, or 
even the R.V.I.A. Small Homes service within "The 
Age", for after all, these would be small homes, and 
the single house design competitions have become a 
trifle wearisome. 

For National Cash Registers Co. Pty. Ltd., Brisbane, 
new showroom and offices with an efficient and skilful 
solution to a north-western aspect—sun control by 
means of horizontal and vertical pre-cast concrete 
hoods. By the front entrance to the building is a 
sculptural fountain, a whimsical piece by P. Moroney, 
Lecturer in Architecture, Queensland University. Six 
copper tubes of various lengths and diameters are 
slashed so that water gushes out at random. The 
vertically laid dark brown brick panels, frameless 
glass doors and sturdy staircase are thrifty combina-
tion producing a lustrous blend. Bligh, Jessup, Brent-
nall & Partners, architects. 

¶ Don't go to Bermuda, where there is one architect 
per 1,600 of the population. Canada seems better (but 
those long cold winters!) at 1 architect per 6,500; 
Ireland 1 per 4,300; Australia, New Zealand and Malta 
tie with 1 per 3,000. 3,100 of Australia's 3,600 archi-
tects are members of the R.A.I.A. Figures abstracted 
from the Handbook of Commonwealth Architects, pub-
lished by "The Builder" London, for the Commonwealth 
Association of Architects. 

¶ Melbourne newspaper "The Age", in the course of 
a series of articles on Canberra, raised once more the 
question of new Houses of Parliament to replace the 
present unsatisfactory buildings. A Parliamentary 
committee is still in process of preparing a report 
which will schedule requirements and probably also 
recommend the means by which an architect would be 
appointed. Despite the disfavour in which the com-
petition system is held in some quarters, it remains the 
most likely way in which a building of the significant 
quality that the Houses of Parliament must have, can 
be guaranteed. Techniques for assessing the cost of a 
design are now highly developed, if this is to be the 
most important factor in selection of a design; and 
given a strong team of judges with a position and 
agreed building programme, there is no reason why 
the fiasco that the Sydney Opera House has become 
should be repeated. There are plenty of examples 
throughout the world where buildings resulting from 
architectural competitions have been completed to the 
lasting satisfaction of all parties. 



Takes a beating, lying down! 
Smooth surface floor coverings — in Stores, offices and homes, must be able to take a beating. 
That's why more and more architects are specifying Dunlop Vinyl-Asbestos Floor Tiles. 
They resist the heaviest beating, yet come up smiling and stay beautiful for years and years. 
Why are Dunlop Vinyl - Asbestos Floor Tiles so tough ? Because they contain a balance of 
asbestos and P.V.C. blended together to form a durable material of high stability, capable 
of withstanding the heaviest traffic and resistant to moisture and chemical attack. Next time 
you are faced with a floor situation that calls for an attractive yet tough covering, specify 
Dunlop Vinyl - Asbestos Floor Tiles — they take a lot of beating ! 

FLOORING 
SERVICE 

FLOORING DIVISION: DUNLOP RUBBER AUSTRALIA LIMITED. 
96 Flinders Street, Melbourne. 	63 0371 	18 Paterson Street, Launceston. 2 2067 	424 Murray Street, Perth. 
Centenary Place, Brisbane. 	31 0271 	27-33 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney. 2 0969 	179-191 Murray Street, Hobart. 
131-133 Pirie Street, Adelaide. 23 2611 

Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos Tiles. Flexible Vinyl Tiles. Rubber Flooring. Linoleums. Trowelled un derlays. 
Parquetry smooth and surface floor coverings of all types. 

21 8141 
3 3515 

DA3R1 



Library Digitised Collections

Title:
Cross-Section [1967]

Date:
1967

Persistent Link:
http://hdl.handle.net/11343/24061

http://hdl.handle.net/11343/24061

