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New multi-storey buildings are bobbing up all along 
St. Kilda Road, Melbourne. One of the first finished is 
Manufacturers' House (above), Bates, Smart & McCut-
cheon, archts and engineers. Except for one large 
show-case-like office space, and a lift lobby, the 
ground floor is largely unenclosed. A drop in levels 
to the rear of the site has been cunningly manipu-
lated to lead to a batch of suavely detailed seminar, 
board or conference rooms and an auditorium seating 
100, with a courtyard space from the centre of which 
sprouts a vast and grandiloquent circular stair, which 
although it anti-climaxes at both ends, is a wonderful 
object to look at or revolve upon. The four-storey 
office rectangle has curtain wall cladding in an unusual 
arrangement. The white pre-cast spandrel panel up-
turns at regular intervals to meet an opaque blue glass 
strip (running below the spandrel of the floor above) 
which sends a tongue down at mid-bay, but does not 
quite meet the spandrel, so that the clear glass re-
mainder is in the shape of a "U". The interlocking 
inverted dentil pattern with a little glass panel dangling 
on one end is bewilderingly mannerist, and at first 
seems at odds with the character of the rest of the build-
ing. But the foyer ceiling, with strip panels of lighting 
between column centres where a grid of beams could 
be a more typical expression, leaves floating ceiling 
panels in a similar not-touching predicament. Also 
the separated glass enclosed escape stair is so 
superbly detailed that its parts seem to be held to-
gether by magnetism rather than contact. A bit un-
nerving, but a bit thrilling too. Is this a new, more 
audacious B.S. & M, or just something that happened 
to turn up as the design dilettantes searched for 
something a little different? Builder: Civil & Civic. 
¶ The West Australian Newspapers 'house of the year 
award' for 1966 was won by John White's house in 
City Beach illustrated in C-S No. 161, March 1966. The 
assessors were Tony Brand, Peter Middleton and a 
representative of the newspaper. 
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Like a larger, municipal version of Le Corbusier's 
Ville Savoye, but built more sensibly and durably con-
structed, Sandringham Municipal Offices (Vic.) glides 
on a steel frame with precast concrete panels over its 
parkland site. By day, the vitality of the design idea is 
lessened by a timid entrance canopy, an overbearing 
roof top plant room, an insufficiently set-back ground 
floor window wall and a cluttered councillor's stair en-
trance. But at night these minor confusions are sub-
dued, the solid and void composition becomes vivid 
and the council chamber roof hovers above a sharp 
strip of clearstory light. Bates, Smart & McCutcheon, 
archts. & engrs. H. H. Davey and Henry H. Eilenberg 
& Son, builders. Cost approx. $274,000. 
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The Shire of Canning W.A. announced the results of 
a competition between four selected architects, for the 
design of an administration and community centre. 
First award was to the office of Hobbs, Winning & 
Leighton (model photo above). A sensitive and human 
design programme analogy resulting in simple forms 
and materials at an intimate scale, pleasant internal 
and external spaces integrated with extensive land-
scaping proposals. The design overcomes problems of 
building on a dreary flat site on a major highway by 
turning the development away from the highway to-
wards a more rural aspect at the rear of the site. 
Some of the other submissions demonstrate the need 
for design competitions, particularly in this type of 
development — for under normal methods of commis-
sioning any one of these instances of "glass box plus 
features" type of design could have been the result. 
¶ The Wilkinson Award for 1965 was received by the 
private lodge at Kosciusko for the manager of 
Kosciusko-Thredbo Pty Ltd, archts Harry Seidler & 
Associates. 



If By kind permission of the Conde Nast corporation 
and Vogue magazine, C-S reprints from their 15 April 
1966 British edition, this poem by engineer Ove Arup, 
titled "I Suppose You Wouldn't Settle For Some Verses 
on Computers", which was Arup's reply to Vogue's 
request for a short story: 
A glorious future 
Awaits the computer, 
But what about its poor master? 
When even his tutors 
Turn into computers 
And progress is faster and faster. 
It's difficult seeing 
A human being, 
Irrational, full of emotion, 
Fit into a scheme 
Where the dominant theme 
Is efficient production promotion. 
Where standardisation 
And automation 
Govern all human actions, 
All must conform 
To the general norm — 
And to Hell with recalcitrant fractions! 
We cannot afford any 
Out of the ordinary 
Genius or sophistication. 
Normal behaviour's 
Society's saviour, 
Conformity builds up the nation. 
Can humans survive 
As bees in a hive, 
—A hive of gigantic dimensions? 
Or will "Gleich schaltung" fail 
And passions prevail 
Causing self-destroying dissensions? 
If it's either — or 
And there is no more 
The outlook would be disagreeable, 
So perhaps it's as well 
That we cannot tell, 
That the future is still unforseeable. 
¶ "L'Architecture d'Aujourd'hui" has for 25 years pre-
sented an international review of architecture. C-S 
has just learnt, with regret, that the Founder, Director 
and Editor in Chief, Andre Bloc, was killed in an 
accident near New Delhi last November. Although 
Monsieur Bloc was a painter and sculptor rather than 
an architect, through "L'Architecture d'Aujourd'hui" 
and through his "sculptures-for-living-in" which he de-
signed, his influence on architecture over the past 
quarter of a century must be recognised. 
¶ The ANZAAS 39th Congress ended in Melbourne 
with Sub-Section HA—Architecture and Town Planning 
resolving that "Reappraisal of the Architecture and 
Town Planning Professions" be the topic for next 
year's symposium in Christchurch. This year's sym-
posium had a variety of papers on the theme "Subur-
bia" for the first three days and on Environmental 
Design for the fourth day. The "Suburbia" papers 
differed greatly in depth, indicating perhaps each 
author's definition of the term or whether he approved 
or disapproved of the phenomena. (One speaker was 
asked "From whose view does the young couple (of 
suburbia) disappear?" The reply — "They become 
anonymous"). The panel discussion bore this out. 
The most successful papers limited their sights within 
suburbia. Researches were presented on suburbia 
buildings, such as Paul Ritter's on deck housing and 
Roy Simpson's on La Trobe University, on suburbia 
itself, such as John Toon's selected aspects and A. J. 
Gillisen's housing choices, or on hypothetical models 
of suburbia such as Ray Archer's report on NCDC 
investigation for new towns. 
Two Environmental Design studies attempted to analyse 
and speculate on the measurement of traditional 
mystiques, the design process and aesthetics in T. W. 
Chu's and T. F. Heath's papers. The Section's public 
display was a televised lecture, "The Quality of Life 
in Expanding Cities", given by J. J. Bayly, which epi-
tomised the content of the sum of this Section's 
papers: needs —"Between now and the end of this 
century there is more building to be done than has 

been done throughout the whole course of human his-
tory", etc.; the problem — a demonstration of the areas 
and boundaries of existing authorities' responsibilities 
over one area showed considerable overlap and com-
plexity of control which seem trivial in the face of the 
new scale and technological and technocratic future 
requirements; the tools of analysis—a demonstration 
of the Ekistic graph suggested a more sophisticated 
and comprehensive study for any problem of human 
settlement than Geddes' simple Work-Place-Folk dia-
gram; realisation of research and its application — 
there is much to be done, and the necessity for it, 
breathtaking. 
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Two houses by young architect Peter Corrigan, a 
graduate of U. of Melb, who has been awarded a 
Fellowship for post-graduate study at the School of 
Architecture at Yale. The house at Croydon (top 
photo) is 12 squares, 11" brick bagged and painted 
inside and out, f. plaster ceiling and roof of second-
hand unwashed slates. Basically the plan is three long 
rectangles containing respectively living and dining 
room, kitchen and entrance hall, 2 bedrooms and 
bathroom, in descending levels. Lacking most of the 
material choices and detailing conceits that charac-
terise the work of most young graduates getting "with-
it", this house has a special kind of vernacular calm 
that comes of collecting fairly obvious and normal 
spaces together, breaking connections through the 
walls between and surrounding them, so that they are 
gently linked to each other and to the fine old garden 
site. If this house is ingenuously simple, the Burwood 
house (lower photo) is contrarily ingenuously com-
plex: roof planes sheer off in all directions and even 
some wood shingle clad walling is introduced. Inside 
the views from rooms at various levels are lively and 
the appreciation of space as three dimensional, in-
cluding up and down as well as through, is keen. 
When Corrigan gets around to working out the diverg-
ing tendencies shown in these two houses (and not 
simply by compromising between them) his work is 
likely to be remarkably personal and thoroughly 
remarkable. 



Presbyterian Church, Croydon, Vic, is basically a 
simple rectangular volume, surmounted by a slate 
clad steeple and lighted by bay windows formed vir-
tually by folded out strips of the rock face concrete 
block wall. This convincing three-dimensional schema 
is a little weakened by a fussy roof verge and a 
tacked-on covered way, but internally the theme comes 
through strong and clear, particularly where the bay 
windows are glazed by gorgeous coloured rough glass 
set in concrete—these designed by the architects and 
executed by Ferguson & Papas. A fine baptismal font 
—a golden sphere suspended on wires, and all church 
furniture was designed by the architects. Office of 
Keith Reid, archts; H. C. McEwan, bldr. Area 56 
squares, seating 314 plus a choir loft for 46. 
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The clipped crisp geometry of the bedroom area (right) 
of this large house in Ivanhoe (Melb.) almost makes it 
seem like a separate dwelling in comparison with the 
living block which is romantically roofed with cedar 
shakes. Within the steep roof space is a cosy and 
intimate study which overlooks a grander scale living 
room. The interior surface of the roof is lined with h.w. 
boarding. The mezzanine floor stops short of this 
ceiling-wall, receives light from pairs of modern-version 
dormer windows and is reached by a neat timber and 
steel circular stair. The concrete slab over the carport 
forms a generous entrance forecourt and gives an air 
of the sumptuous, a feeling which carries through into 
the internal spaces. Construction: concrete block, 
steel tray roof (except for the pitched section), plaster 
and stained timber finishes. Office of Keith Reid, 
archts; H. C. McEwan, bldr. 36.4 squares. 
¶ The N.S.W. State Government in Dec. terminated 
negotiations with James Wallace Pty Ltd over a con-
tract for estimated $97 m. redevelopment of the Rocks. 
The Government is now considering a world-wide com-
petition for a design, and letting contracts for con-
struction of sections to different contractors. 
¶ The Rural Bank of N.S.W. reports its survey of the 
building industry in its quarterly journal "Trends". In 
1965-66, 11,500 building contractors completed new 
buildings in Australia valued at $1,608 m, 54% in 
houses and flats. Less than 1% of all building firms 
were responsible for more than half the total value of 
new building work. 

¶ The University of Texas will conduct an International 
Conference on Masonry Structural systems in Austin, 
Texas, U.S.A., on November 30, December 1 and 2, 
1967. The Conference Secretary, Mr. Clayford T. 
Gremin, P.O. Box 1726, Austin, Texas, would appreci-
ate receiving from prospective authors, by March 1, 
1967, a synoptic statement of a potential paper report-
ing on scientific, architectural or engineering work 
done in the subject area of interest to the conference. 
If the work is judged relevant to the conference the 
author may be invited to attend. 
¶ A $391/2 m. redevelopment plan for about 16 acres of 
inner Brisbane has been prepared and presented to 
the Queensland Cabinet by Mr Arthur Bligh of Bligh, 
Jessup, Bretnall and Partners, Brisbane. 
if Paul Ritter's proposed regulations for building in 
West Perth create an important precedent for the 
manipulation of by-laws to achieve results for which 
it would be undemocratic to legislate directly. The 
regulations require that 50% of the site is landscaped 
and that the existing system of service lanes will be 
retained and extended to provide separate pedestrian 
circulation throughout the area. The allowable plot 
ratio of 1:33 will give a fairly low density. Rather than 
legislate directly against overlooking from one site onto 
another, the by-laws require either a set back of 20 ft., 
or building right up to the side boundary. To force 
parking out of sight, the regulations require a mini-
mum landscaped area of 50% and a maximum site 
cover of 50%, so that cars are either under the garden 
or under the building in a fully developed site. The 
cost of doing this makes the provision of car parking 
a critical economic factor, and this is used to make 
mixed development the only economic way of develop-
ing any site. Parking spaces are required at the rate 
of 1.33 per flat or 1 per 500 square feet of office 
space, whichever is the greater, so that the parking 
requirements for schemes containing equal amounts of 
flats and offices are half those for schemes containing 
solely the one or the other. It is interesting to con-
sider whether this type of oblique legislation could be 
used to achieve other desirable objectives; for in-
stance, if legislation on the widths of access ways 
could be manipulated to favour pedestrian street 
access to flats. 

This proposed block of flats overlooking King's Park 
in West Perth does not come under the new legislation 
for that area. The 10-storey block will contain 77 two-
bedroom home units and 2 doctors' surgeries at an 
estimated cost of $700,000. Architects Krantz & 
Sheldon have come up with an ingenious cruciform 
plan which provides 8 flats per floor radiating out from 
a central circulation core; the bedrooms are located in 
the arms of the cross with access via the living rooms 
which look out from the re-entrant sections. More of 
this ingenuity could have been spent on juggling with 
the basic form to give the optimum orientation to the 
maximum number of flats and to the provision of proper 
solar control to those windows that need it. Rigid 
adherence to symmetry on all elevations could make a 
large proportion of the flats, which have no cross venti-
lation at all, uncomfortable; visually it results in a bleak 
institutional appearance. As in their Mount Eliza flats 
(C-S No. 164, June, 1966) the architects have reacted 
to this predicament by capping it all with a somewhat 
disastrous "exciting" roof silhouette. 



Flawless Floors . . . 
like the one illustrated, are a joy to behold year after year despite heavy traffic, when the flooring 

is Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos Floor Tiles. 

In order to stand up to the continuous battery of busy feet, stiletto heels—and in some cases 

moisture and chemical attack, tiles must contain the correct balance of P.V.C. and Asbestos—like 

Dunlop Vinyl-Asbestos Floor Tiles for example. They take a terrific beating yet stay fresh and 

beautiful for ages, require little or no maintenance. It's worth remembering! Where floor traffic 

is heavy specify Dunlop Vinyl-Asbestos Floor Tiles—their beauty is built-in. 
FLOORING 
SERVICE 

FLOORING DIVISION: DUNLOP RUBBER AUSTRALIA LIMITED 
96 Flinders Street, Melbourne 	63 0371 	18 Paterson Street, Launceston 	2 2067 	424 Murray Street, Perth 	21 8141 
Centenary Place, Brisbane 	31 0271 	27-33 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney 2 0969 	27 Argyle Street, Hobart 	3 3515 
131-133 Pirie Street, Adelaide 	23 2611 

Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos Tiles. Flexible Vinyl Tiles. Rubber Flooring. Linoleums. Trowelled underlays. 
Parquetry and smooth surface floor coverings of all types. 
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