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11.  At the request of NCDC Lord Holford has submitted 
another report on Canberra, now tabled in Parliament. Lord 
Holford expects that Canberra will have a population of 
355,000 by 1980, representing a 10%, per year growth rate. 
Main points of the report are: Recommendations for the new 
ring roads and expressways and preparation for the day when 
some form of public transport is needed to supplement the 
private car freeway system; the suggestion that offices and 
even industrial plants could well be situated right on the 
shores of Lake Burley Griffin; a plea for a decision for the 
new Parliament House site, his personal view being that it 
be on the lake shore; that the NCDC should also be respon-
sible for the creation of metropolitan parks north and east 
of the Murrumbidgee; the suggestion to invite overseas 
architects of world-wide reputation to come to Canberra to 
design buildings. (He adds that at present none of Can-
berra's big or important buildings are in world class.) C-S 
asks would they come? Griffin and Utzon did. C-S hopes 
that international competitions will be given many more 
chances. 
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Illustration is of the recently completed showrooms for David 
Foulkes Taylor in Broadway Nedlands (W.A.). Foulkes Taylor 
was killed in a road accident in Victoria in September; he 
was in his thirties. He was originally responsible for the 
introduction of modern furniture and decor to W.A., virtually 
creating the demand which is today reflected in the high 
standard of interiors in W.A. His house in Crawley was a 
centre of social life, especially for architects, before the rigid 
application of out-dated Zoning Regulations forced him to 
quit. The new showroom is a double height, top lit, white 
washed masonry box by architect Julius Elischer. Beams 
spanning full width at roof level support suspended mezza-
nines, providing an intricate play of light and levels admir-
ably suited to the display of the goods. 27 squares double 
height cost $23,000.00 including external works and altera-
tions, 
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Architects' Forbes and Fitzhardinge's own building in West 
Perth by partner A. Brand, is a vigorous studio office in 
clinker brickwork, off-form concrete and terra cotta tiles. A 
very slight cross-fall in the site has been cleverly exploited 
to create the illusion that the office floor is only a few feet 
above pavement level; ancillary accommodation and car 
parking are unobtrusively housed under. The office area is 
planned on a linear basis: the small North light houses an 
a.c. plenum running the full length of the building, directly 
over the secretaries' stations, which separate the partners' 
offices from the drawing studio. The partners' offices, 
divided by clinker cross walls, are open each end, and fitted 
with curtains for privacy. The drawing studio, housed under 
a vast South light, is carpeted throughout and divided only 
by uniform low level jarrah partitions. Air-conditioning dif-
fusers are ranged down only the one side of this space, 
which will receive a fair dose of evening sunlight in summer 
months. The clarity of organisation, full exploitation of 
spatial possibilities and straightforward use of really nice 
materials add up to an exceptionally fine interior. All this 
was achieved at a rate of only $840 a square excluding air-
conditioning. Total cost including a.c. and partitions 
$103,000. Area approx. 90 squares. Watson Construction, 
bldrs. 

Wheat silos for Queensland State Wheat Board — Pinkenba, 
Brisbane. Over 100 ft. high, and sitting on 100' deep piles, 
these 4 silos plus working floor and vertical and horizontal 
conveyors form a neat industrial complex at the mouth of 
the Brisbane River. Now under construction, the silos were 
erected in I week (!) by slip form methods, the shuttering 
rising at 10" per hour (the walls are 6" thick). Any budding 
"Metabolise" architect must see their potential as high rise 
core structures from which to hang floors and sub-structure. 
The Engineers declare that the use of such slip form tech-
nique with architectural imagination must present new 
horizons for high rise building. "Up in a week" sounds like 
magic — but "lift slab" added to "slip form" could be a 
swinging combination that could generate new forms from 
this economic breakthrough. R. J. McWilliam & Partners, 
consulting structural engineers; R. F. Gibson, consulting 
architect. 

• 



Queensland Chapter of the RAIA, Awards for Meritorious 
Architecture 1966, as follows: "Building of the Year": Balm 
Paints Administration bldg, Rocklea; Hassell McConnell & 
Partners, archts. 
"Highly Commended": Union College, U of Q'land (C-S 
No. 153 July 65), James Birrell, archt; and the English 
Electric Admin. Bldg., Rocklea; Briggs, Peterson & Burnett, 
archts. 
"Commended": Flats, Manly, W. N. Miller, archt; and the 
Church of Our Lady Dolours, Mitchelton; Cullen, Fagg, Har-
graves & Mooney, archts. (C-S No. 158 Dec. 65.) 
"Residence of the Year": Moccata residence, Yeronga, R. F. 
Gibson, archt. 
"Highly Commended": Benson residence, Tarragindi, G. W. 
Bligh, archt, of Bligh, Jessup Bretnall Partners; and the Pie 
residence, Surfers Paradise, Geoffrey Pie, archt. 
"Commended": Copland/Ward residence at the Gap, Don-
ald Spencer and Spencer, archts; and the Foote residence, 
St. Lucia, Aubrey H. Job and R. P. Froud, archts. 
The jury's report has some classic examples of tautology and 
architectural pedantry, notably "It was pleasing to note that 
there was an awareness in the domestic entries, in greater 
or lesser degree, that unalloyed architectural elegance 
cannot be justified if that be at the expense of purpose. 
The jury considered that merit in either field of design under 
study could not be said to be truly attained unless there be 
evidence of economic realism and the satisfaction of the 
practical and environmental demands of habitation. The 
premise espoused (above) does in a measure, load the 
evaluating process towards situations where most favourable 
opportunities have been admirably exploited". And so on. 
The jury's comments on each of the award-winning buildings 
are given for the examples shown below: 
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Balm Paint Building at Ipswich Road. Hassell, McConnell & 
Partners, archts. The ingredients for a building of the year 
were inherent in the nature of this commission. The client is 
prestigous and not without substance and the site justifies 
command of public notice. The opportunities of this situa-
tion have been well exploited. Although the building is 
mechanically precise and meticulously detailed there is more 
than a suggestion of Queensland vernacular architecture of 
an earlier period existing in this most contemporary build-
ing design. The staircase detailing seemed not to follow the 
otherwise strong metal aesthetic of the building. 
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English Electric Building at Rocklea. Briggs, Peterson and 
Burnett, archts. Isolated from the stark mass of industrial 
ugliness which is its background, this building has consider-
able merit. The client's problems have been well answered 
and realistically in terms of economics. The aim was not to 
produce a prestige building but instead to produce low cost 
efficient working space for the Company. 

Moccata Residence at Yeronga. R. F. Gibson, arch+. Al-
though extremely well disciplined in respect of architecture 
the building does not impose itself as a discipline upon its 
occupants. Partly this can be ascribed to size with conse-
quential dispersal of activities that becomes practicable from 
this. A riverside site facing west has been used to particular 
advantage with aspect difficulties appropriately under con-
trol. An internal courtyard is successful in providing a more 
favourable aspect for the formal living areas and by bring-
ing a controlled outdoors within the confines of the house. 
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Benson Residence at Tarragindi. Bligh, Jessup Bretnall & 
Partners, archts. A very successful exercise for the housing 
of a family. Design pays scant regard to either status sym-
bolism or fashion. The interior space relationships have great 
interest and workability. Materials are appropriate and 
finishes honest. Problems inherent in a steeply sloping site 
have been appropriately solved. The street aspect suffers by 
provision for future work. 

Photo: Gabriel Poole. 

Pie Residence at Surfers Paradise. G. W. Pie, archt. A 
house produced with consummate interest and care. Entirely 
appropriate to seaside casual living. The living areas work 
particularly well both in terms of a small tight household 
and when large numbers of people are being entertained. 
The problem of freely using glass without producing undue 
exposure to sunlight has been well handled. Experimental 
elements which are incorporated do not intrude. 

11 Mr. George Barker, his wife and two daughters, arrived in 
W.A. in August from the U.K. Their three-bedroom house 
arrived this month in seven packing cases from the U.K. Mr. 
Barker migrated with the encouragement of the W.A. State 
Industrial Development Department. He has been introduced 
to six W.A. firms, government departments, local authorities 
and experts who may help in the development of a pro-
gramme of building houses in plastic using what he calls 
matrix material — expanded polystyrene slotted to take inter-
locking hardboard panels. 



(j The first Stramit Research Scholarship for study in archi-
tecture in Europe has been awarded to Mr. Paul Archibald 
of Melbourne. 

if The fate of the Old Barracks Archway in Perth was sub-
jected to a government-commissioned public opinion poll. 
Figures from the poll were fed into a computer in Mel-
bourne; 49% leave it standing; 35% demolish it. 5% shift 
it to another site. II% dunno. Premier Brand has given 
notice of a motion "In the opinion of this House, the 
Barracks archway should be removed so that Parliament 
House and its surroundings can become the focal point of 
the western end of St. George's Terrace". 

City office buildings at their worst can be quite a lot nastier 
than any other building type. The Northern and Employers' 
Group take the booby prize for +heir building in St. George's 
Terrace, Perth, which features a nauseating combination — 
green mosaic spandrel panels and gold torpedo shaped sun 
louvres, already well dented; step inside for an exhibition of 
Flintstone toilet partitions. Finished almost simultaneously 
and right opposite, the Queensland Insurance Building 
(photo above), by archts Summerhayes and Associates, is an 
object lesson in the restrained use of pleasant materials and 
neat detailing. The street facade has grey anodised spandrel 
panels and sun breakers set between bush hammered con-
crete beams. Beams and white quartz block infill return 
down the exposed party wall. Internally the assorted open-
ings to stairs and services are resolved into a continuous 
jarrah screen down one side. Ceilings are omitted in favour 
of dropped bulkheads over circulation areas, but the poten-
tial saving of a reduced storey height is not exploited. The 
ground floor is given a high ceiling which is irrelevant to its 
actual usage, and causes the spaces to look meaner than 
they really are. 9 floors, basemen+ and penthouse, area 
100 ft. x 50 ft. including light well cost $735,000. G. T. 
Robinson & Co. Pty., bldr. 

II In Melbourne on October 13, Paul Ritter, Chief Planner 
for the City of Perth, W.A., spoke on "Organic Functional-
ism" to an enthralled audience of 650 people, in Wilson 
Hall, at a public meeting organised by the R.V.I.A. and the 
A.P.I. (Victorian division). To merely call this a lecture 
would be to understate the vitality of Ritter's address, for 
this was a performance rather than a statement, a projec-
tion of personality telling even more about his beliefs than 
their declaration in words. Like Marcel Marceau plus mono-
logue, or Sammy Davis Jnr. sans music. A fusillade of 
coloured slides (badly taken and poorly projected) served 
as background for a running commentary in which Ritter 
managed to take a whack at architects, town planners, 
sociologists, politicians, pedagogues, universities, auto-
mobiles, pornography, right angles and cigarette smokers. 
He is on the side of pedestrians, horses, trees, children, 
spires, domes, curves, fresh air and permissive education. 
Gleaned from the harangue, C-S reports that Ritter said or 
demonstrated: You can get hardly any view from the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge because of the security fences and railings 
— we take more trouble over those who want to die than 
those who wan+ to live and enjoy the sights. Patio housing 
can be futile if the patios are soon filled up with desirable 
human clutter e.g. wood sheds and rabbit hutches which 
can't be got at except through the house. An exquisitely 
detailed glass roofed bicycle shelter drips water onto the 
seats (archly, Mr. Ritter said he wouldn't mention the archi-
tect's name but described the location so precisely that you 
had to recognise it was Arne Jacobsen's work), showing 
lack of forethought (and behind thought). Those who claim 
the Radburn plan doesn't work haven't studied it. Mr. Ritter 
has, in fifteen countries, and it does work. (In answer to a 
later question Mr. Ritter claimed that if a Radburn type 
plan isn't working now, it will in the future, if the town 
planners tell people how to use it.) (Where are all those 
people walking to? Chadstone, Northlands, Bourke Street, 
or to the bus stop? If the roads in a Radburn plan — as 
illustrated in a Perth sub-division, are narrow one-way loops, 
they are probably not too dangerous to walk beside, on a 
footpath.) Sociologists produce useless reports. Architects 
and town planners will probably have to do their own social 
surveys to get useful data. (Really, Mr. Ritter, all sociolo-
gists, all useless? Surely you let rhetoric carry you away). 
The Lafayette Park housing by Mies van der Rohe is not 
pure but poor. The deck housing scheme at Park Lane, 
Sheffield is, on the whole, a highly successful social and 
architectural achievement. Mr. Ritter was at his best in 
describing this, showing in detail how local activities charac-
teristic of the slums from which the occupants came have 
carried over into the new buildings e.g. decorating the front 
step, displaying flowers (no matter if they are plastic, the 
thought is there— good) from inside towards the deck 
street; the gathering of children and adolescents in recesses; 
the faults in some playground equipment; the preferred 
decks and the unpreferred; the visiting architects who would 
only notice that the elevations aren't beautiful. Then slides 
of proposed developments in Perth, humane planning, 
lovingly designed with the aid of careful models. Ritter is 
the same sort of humanist as Lewis Mumford, claiming to be 
anti-authoritarian but himself dogmatic, lavishly concerned 
for the individual but inclined to be autocratic. They 
threaten to save civilisation by changing our present 
priorities. Such men are dangerous. We could do with a 
lot more of them. 

Postscript: Melbourne's newspapers are unfathomable. 650 
people there were at Paul Ritter's meeting. "The Age" didn't 
report it at all. The Herald, which the night before had run 
a two-column front page spread on Ron Barassi (a foot-
baller) receiving a fine for speeding, five nights later pub-
lished photos of Melbourne taken (of all things) by Mr 
Ritter and his comments on how nice the spires were and 
how good the City Council was to have bought some land 
for a square. The Sun, regarded by some intellectuals as 
beyond notice (consequently they don't notice how good its 
articles often are), gave Ritter a personality-type treatment 
the morning after, but didn't report the meeting or its 
context. 

(j. Professor Ashihara from Japan is this term's visiting pro-
fessor at the University of N.S.W. The Japanese Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs is sponsoring the current lecture tour in 
Australia of Professor Hashimoto, specialist in contemporary 
Japanese architecture, and Mr. Shigemori, specialist in 
Japanese garden architecture. 



Takes a beating, lying down! 
Smooth surface floor coverings — in Stores, offices and homes, must be able to take a beating. 
That's why more and more architects are specifying Dunlop Vinyl-Asbestos Floor Tiles. 
They resist the heaviest beating, yet come up smiling and stay beautiful for years and years. 
Why are Dunlop Vinyl - Asbestos Floor Tiles so tough ? Because they contain a balance of 
asbestos and P.V.C. blended together to form a durable material of high stability, capable 
of withstanding the heaviest traffic and resistant to moisture and chemical attack. Next time 
you are faced with a floor situation that calls for an attractive yet tough covering, specify 
Dunlop Vinyl - Asbestos Floor Tiles — they take a lot of beating ! 

FLOORING 
SERVICE 

FLOORING DIVISION: DUNLOP RUBBER AUSTRALIA LIMITED 
96 Flinders Street, Melbourne 	63 0371 	18 Paterson Street, Launceston 	2 2067 	424 Murray Street, Perth 	21 8141 
Centenary Place, Brisbane 	31 0271 	27-33 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney 2 0969 	27 Argyle Street, Hobart 	3 3515 
131-133 Pirie Street, Adelaide 	23 2611 

Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos Tiles. Flexible Vinyl Tiles. Rubber Flooring. Linoleums. Trowelled underlays. 
Parquetry and smooth surface floor coverings of all types. DA3R 
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