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Unitarians claim to be an undogmatic group under whose 
wing may be found individuals of religious and even irre-
ligious beliefs from atheists to theists, but mostly, in 
Melbourne, they are humanist in orientation. With no strong 
architectural tradition, apart from New England neo-classical 
churches in America, and more recently, precedents as 
diverse in character as Frank Lloyd Wright's Unity Chapel 
and Louis Kahn's Unitarian Church at Rochester, N.Y., and 
with no special ceremonial or symbolic demands to suggest 
function-evocative forms, it is tempting to regard the archi-
tectural problems of designing a new Unitarian church as 
being mainly identical with those of a simple meeting hall. 
For the new Unitarian Peace Memorial Church in Grey 
Street, East Melbourne, architects Erik Kolle & Associates 
resisted the temptation of producing an entirely secular look-
ing building and at the same time managed not to resort 
to a bogus ecclesiasticism, by designing a simple collection 
of brick buildings housing the church proper, a supper and 
Sunday School Hall, offices and a caretaker's flat. Above 
the church block a truncated pyramid roof, clad with slate, 
rises to a central skylight. From within the church is well lit, 
although the total volume, given the relatively small plan 
area (seating 150), seems excessive. A view through side 
windows into a courtyard saves the congregation from feel-
ing dumped at the bottom of the huge roof space. The hall 
and ancillary accommodation are linked to the church roof 
form by a slate clad roof parapet of similar slope. A foyer 
joining church and hall has an outlook to the courtyard, but 
with fair face brick walls and a dark grey tile floor, is rather 
bleak. The hall receives only clearstory lighting and, unlike 
the church, the acoustics here are disappointing, for there 
is far too much reverberation. Even a couple of tiny win-
dows in the walls would have relieved the featureless but 
drab hall interior. Overall, the concept is clear and success-
ful, although it is weakened by the choice of a pallid brick 
and a lack of subtlety in interior textures. M. Notkin Con-
structions (Aust.) Pty. Ltd., bldr. 

The inaugural meeting of the Australian Institute of Land-
scape Architects was held concurrently with the ninth Aus-
tralian Planning Institute Congress in Sydney in August. 

The Interstate Standing Committee for Uniform Building 
Regulations has agreed on a policy of uniformity in building 
regulations. The committee comprises representatives from 
the building regulations committees of most States and the 
Territories. A draft of new building regulations for fire risks 
and protection, studies on regulations for light and ven-
tilation, and investigation of a system designed to facilitate 
the rational adoption of new materials and forms of con-
struction are presently being made. Mr. B. L. Dechaineux, 
Hobart City Architect and chairman of the Committee, says 
that as agreement is reached on sections of the regulations, 
the State and Territory administrations would incorporate this 
material with necessary minor adaptions into their regula-
tions as soon as practicable. 

Arch+. David Melsom's own house in Mosman's Park, Perth, 
is on a very small site, 37' x 120'. The house runs the depth 
of the site with windows at high level down the south side. 
The tiled roof is pitched in from this side and from the 
front, and is continued down to provide an overhang to the 
small courtyard garden below, onto which most of the 
spaces in the home look. Finishes inside are rough: white 
bagged brick walls, brick floors (on concrete slab), and un-
treated reject T & G boarding set between exposed roof 
timbers, which looks very good. At the front, an intricate 
arrangement of living spaces is set under bizarre looking ex-
posed valley construction. At the far end the children have 
a double decker bedroom playroom with access to the 
upper level by steep steps. The home, which is 15 squares 
plus upper level, was built almost entirely from é" scale 
drawings on a cost plus contract. Estimated final cost 
$9,000-$10,000. Builder: J. & I. Plucis Pty. Ltd. 
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Having publicly admired the subtlety and sophistication of 
the Floreat Forum, Perth, W.A. (C.S. January 1966) it seems 
only fair to apply the same values to the Floreat Hotel, also 
by architects Cameron, Chisholm and Nicol. Here the 
diverse functions of the buildings are fitted into a sym-
metrical four square plan, service access and Drive-In Bottle 
Dept. being banished below ground. The bar areas are, as 
a result, quite unnecessarily dull, despite a lavish display of 
high quality detailing and finishes. However, having paid 
the price of perfection through simplicity, the architects have 
produced only a series of uninspired facades, surmounted 
by a steeply tiled roof which looks peculiar and is, in fact, 
totally irrelevant to the roof structure behind. Area 140 ft. 
square; Cost $366,000; Contract time 7 months; Concrete 
Constructions, bldr. 



11 The Ergonomics Society of Australia and New Zealand 
held its third Australian Ergonomics Conference at the Uni-
versity of Sydney 18th-19th August. The Conference theme 
was "Factors Affecting Efficiency at Work and in the Home". 
For the architects attending, 12 out of approximately 100, 
few of the papers got down to specific recommendations 
and were read more as propaganda for ergonomics as a 
field of study than as attempts to give conclusions viable in 
more than the instance studied and reported. One major 
exception to this was the paper "The Problem of Misfit 
Furniture" by Mr. H. W. Oxford, Furniture Review Com-
mittee, N.S.W. Dept. of Education—clearly presented, 
thoroughly documented and obviously directly applicable in 
architectural design. Mr. Oxford's final paragraph (but not 
the whole story) declared "Misfit factors would be less of 
a problem if particular attention were paid to the height and 
depth of chairs and tables. Chairs should not exceed 17". 
Tables for sitting operations should not exceed 28", unless 
adjustable chairs and footstools are used; though it would 
be preferable to reduce the height of tables (even to 241" 
or 25") when typewriters are used. For standing operations 
most areas need to be higher". Now this was not exactly 
new information, but how many architects would be aware 
of it? It would seem that the best way to introduce archi-
tecturally relevant ergonomic study into the profession would 
be through staff appointments at the architecture schools. 
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Four grey tiled pyramidal roofs over a courtyard plan, clinker 
bricks, grey mortar joints and oiled hardwood joinery are 
combined to give an unspeculative character to this new 
speculative upper-middle-ir.come bracket residence at Mont 
Albert, Melbourne. Bernard Joyce Associates, archts; Alan 
Gibson, bldr-developer. 
¶ Construction and Development Pty. Ltd. was successful 
amongst four proposals for a residential-commercial develop-
ment on the Hotel Sydney-Tivoli site. The building will be 
20 storeys, cost $10 million and constructed in three stages 
— I. airport bus terminal, 2. 120-room motel, 3. 476 bachelor 
flats, 28 one-bedroom flats and 56 2-bedroom flats. The 
builders' newspaper "Construction" sought lay comment on 
the design chosen, the familiar box emphasising pattern with 
glazing and panels, and on another of the proposals, a 
fanciful play with the curve and acute angle in the overall 
form: Miss M. Munday-Elford, home duties, Sydney: 'The 
one chosen looks real square'. An English migrant who had 
only set foot in Australia two hours before his sneering com-
ment was given on the unsuccessful proposal: 'The petrol 
stations look like that back home!' 
11 Qantas plans to redevelop a Sydney city block bounded 
by Grosvenor, Lang, Jamieson and George Streets over the 
next twenty-five years, but the $15 million first stage would 
be finished by about !969—a new headquarters building 
replacing the head office opened in 1957. The "Financial 
Review" speculates on the appointment of an architect to 
the project: "Qantas has not yet selected an architect for 
the project although it has had professional assistance in 
drawing up the rough proposals it has put to the Govern-
ment. The architects for the existing Qantas building, in 
Chifley Place, were the Sydney group Rudder, Littlemore 
and Rudder. For the adjoining Qantas hotel, now nearing 
completion, Qantas sought for their major designers abroad. 
The job was awarded to Skidmore, Owings and Merrill of 
San Francisco who worked in association with Laurie and 
Heath of Sydney. The nature of the new development, how-
ever, is vastly different from that of Qantas' previous 
development ventures in Sydney and elsewhere. The com-
pany may feel that the scope and magnitude of its present 
proposals warrants the selection of an architect on a com-
petition basis". C-S hopes so too. 
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Car parks need not be ugly brutes. This detail is of Fre-
mantle's Multi-Storey Park by archts Oldham Boas Ednie-
Brown. The precast concrete panels have a combed finish 
and decorative projecting nibs, giving the building a pleas-
ant hairy look and forming interesting shadow patterns. In-
ternally, it is less satisfactory. Absence of any form of 
pedestrian segregation makes the interior feel unpleasant, 
though it probably isn't as dangerous as it seems. Number 
of cars 380; cost $280,000; contract time 7 months; J. Fair-
weather & Sons, bldr. 
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This is the new administration building for Chrysler Aus-
tralia Ltd. at Tonsley Park, Adelaide, part of the total fac-
tory which includes a canteen, experimental engineering 
building and a main body-building plant (completed earlier 
in 1965 and claimed to be the largest building under one 
roof in Australia). The admin. block is steel framed with 
conc. encased columns on a structural grid of 60 ft. x 20 ft., 
with steel roof deck on trusses spanning 60 ft. Facades are 
white precast concrete with Angaston white marble exposed 
aggregate, white cement block end walls, dark base brick-
work and bronze anodised aluminium window frames with 
matching spandrel panels. Caradoc Ashton, Fisher, Wood-
head & Beaumont-Smith, archts. Hansen & Yuncken (S.A.) 
Pty. Ltd., bldrs. Consultants: J. H. Bullock & Partners, struc-
tural; W. E. Bassett & Partners, mechanical; P. C. Russell & 
Partners, quantity surveyors. 



The "Yes" House: Amancio Guedes. Aesch School: Forderer, Otto and Zwimpfer. 

Kaleva Church, Finland: Reima Pieti/a. 

¶ "World Architecture One", edited by John Donat for 
Studio Books, London ($11.20) is the first of what is intended 
to be a series of annual reviews of, to quote the dust jacket, 
"exceptional modern architecture all over the world. In one 
volume it gathers together more than four hundred photo-
graphs, plans and drawings of fifty of the most interesting 
and exciting new buildings in twenty-two countries", not in-
cluding Australia. Much of the memorable architecture from 
the architectural magazines is included e.g. Neimeyer's 
Brasilia, Stirling & Gowan's Engineering Faculty at Leicester, 
Le Corbusier's Art School at Harvard, Kahn's Medical Re-
search Labs, and Sir Leslie Martin's Caius College, Cam-
bridge, whose overhanging stepped-out cross-section and 
brick pier ambulatory surmounted by a single-storey brick 
wall has perhaps already influenced Australian architecture 
in a few completed buildings (Dental Clinic by Allen & Jack, 
C-S No. 157, Nov. 1965) and some projects (Eggleston, 
Macdonald & Secomb's design for the new U of Melb Union 
Building, now under construction). Other less well-known 
work, but no less deserving, is represented by Ignazio Gar- 

House, Caracas: Henrique Hernandez. 

della's Olivetti Community Hall at Ivrea, Italy; Velasquez & 
Torres' Shopping Precinct in Mexico City; Gino Valle's Fac-
tory at Pordenone, Italy, and Hen+rick and Petschnigg's 
Thyssen House, Dusseldorf. In addition there is a bright 
leavening of more off-beat examples e.g. in Mozambique, 
Amancio d'Alpoim Guedes "Yes House", the Aesch Secon-
dary School, Switzerland, by Forderer, Otto and Zwimpfer; a 
design for a Church at Kaleva, Finland, by Reima Pietila 
and a house at Caracas, Venezuela, by Henrique Her-
nandez. But it is more than a lavish picture book, for some 
of the articles by national-contributing editors present archi-
tectural philosophies and criticism the publication of which 
alone would justify the book, e.g. Noraiki Kurokawa on the 
Japanese Metabolists, Kahn on his own Medical Research 
Labs, Guedes on "The American Egyptian Style", Shadrack 
Woods on Urban Environment The Search for System, and 
Herman Hertzberger on The Permeable Surface of the City. 
And three recent works by Jean Prouve show that "he may 
well be the only French builder or architect who is making 
a determined and successful effort to live in his own time." 

This is the proposed John F. Kennedy Memorial Hall, Dublin, 
Eire, designed by Raymond McGrath, Principal Architect 
of the Office of Public Works, who also wrote "20th Century 
Houses", one-time new testament of architecture students, 
and who also happens to be an Australian, and probably 
our most distinguished and oldest expatriate architect. The 
building will contain two hexagonal halls, the larger seating 
1,840 persons in an arrangement which places no member of 
the audience more than 130 feet from the orchestra con-
ductor and the smaller hall seats 464. The two halls will be 
linked by a four-storey foyer. Consultants include Ove Arup 
& Partners (structure), Professor Lothar Cremer (Acoustics) 
and Ralph Downes (Organ). 

¶ A multi-disciplinary research group headed by scientists 
and supported by professional and other members of the 
building industry has recently mounted a research project 
under the patronage of the School of Architecture and 
Building, University of Melbourne, at the instigation and 

under the co-ordination of a Melbourne architect, Kenneth 
W. Clayton, at present engaged in post-graduate research 
studies. The purpose of this research, in its early stages, is 
to identify the pattern and nature of communications which 
result from the various interactions in the whole building 
process from design to completed production. 
Preliminary studies of a fact-finding nature have already 
been initiated on communications between the Client and 
the Design Team — Convenor: Dr. F. W. Ledger, Head of 
Town & Regional Planning, University of Melbourne. Design 
Team and Building—Contractor/Sub-Contractors—Convenor: 
Mr. W. B. Kennedy, Scientist, C.S.I.R.O. Design Team and 
Manufacturers—Convenor: Mr. J. Hutton, Research Fellow, 
Institute of Applied Economics, University of Melbourne. 
Owing to the limited amount of research work currently 
being conducted in this field and the lack of recorded in-
formation, the co-ordinators would be very pleased to hear 
from anybody who can provide information leading to the 
source of past, current or proposed activities in this field. 
Enquiries should be addressed to: The Co-ordinator, Research 
Project—Communications in the Australian Building Industry, 
School of Architecture and Building, University of Mel-
bourne, Parkville, N.2, Victoria. 
¶ An Australian architect, Mr. A. E. Corkill, has been 
awarded a 1966 William Kinne Fellows Memorial Travelling 
Fellowship by Columbia University, New York, to study archi-
tecture in Europe. 
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■ 
Takes a beating, lying down! 
Smooth surface floor coverings — in Stores, offices and homes, must be able to take a beating. 

That's why more and more architects are specifying Dunlop Vinyl-Asbestos Floor Tiles. 

They resist the heaviest beating, yet come up smiling and stay beautiful for years and years. 

Why are Dunlop Vinyl - Asbestos Floor Tiles so tough ? Because they contain a balance of 

asbestos and P.V.C. blended together to form a durable material of high stability, capable 

of withstanding the heaviest traffic and resistant to moisture and chemical attack. Next time 

you are faced with a floor situation that calls for an attractive yet tough covering, specify 

Dunlop Vinyl - Asbestos Floor Tiles — they take a lot of beating ! 
FLOORING 

SERVICE 

FLOORING DIVISION: DUNLOP RUBBER AUSTRALIA LIMITED 
96 Flinders Street, Melbourne 	63 0371 	18 Paterson Street, Launceston 	2 2067 	424 Murray Street, Perth 	21 8141 
Centenary Place, Brisbane 	31 0271 	27-33 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney 2 0969 	27 Argyle Street, Hobart 	3 3515 
131-133 Pirie Street, Adelaide 	23 2611 

Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos Tiles. Flexible Vinyl Tiles. Rubber Flooring. Linoleums. Trowelled underlays. 
Parquetry and smooth surface floor coverings of all types. DA3R 
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