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The F. C. Pye Field Environment Laboratory, Canberra, for 
the C.S.I.R.O. Division of Plant Industry, consists of 3 floors 
—basement: wind tunnel to test plant reactions, experimental 
labs, maintenance area for trucks, which bring in data and 
specimens from all over Australia; ground floor: a "hot-
house" courtyard, the skylight adjusted by remote controlled 
asbestos cement louvres; top floor, offices. Construction: 
conc. raft and foundation walls, steel frame above. Metal 
deck roof. Conc. block external walls. Internal finishes — 
walls: mountain ash panelling and concrete block; floors: 
carpet, terrazzo, concrete; ceilings mountain ash boarding 
and coffered slab. 180 squares. Cost $238,656, i.e. $1,326 
per square. Ancher Mortlock Murray & Woolley, archts, Ken 
Woolley 	partner-in-charge; 	consultants — Taylor-Thomson- 
Whiffing; structural; Kuttner, Collins, Bligh & Partners, 
mechanical. George Wimpey & Co. Ltd., bldr. 

Four dormitory units at the National Fitness Camp, Mylor, 
S.A. Fine simple rugged architecture from Dickson & Platten. 
Hardwood post and beam construction clad in sawn multi-
salt pressure treated radiata pine boards and battens. Corr. 
asbestos roof, flat asbestos ceiling. No exterior or interior 
coatings. R. W. Emery Pty. Ltd., bldrs. 

September I, 1966 

11.  Letter to the Editor: "Mr. Ian Godfrey, Secretary of 
AASA, has sent me a marked 'Cross-Section' with welcome 
review of 'Educreation'. If you would like some response, I 
might say that the reviewer has overlooked what he points 
to as absent in the book: the resolution of the problem 
of the inability of the average High School student for 
self-regulation. This is not omitted but dealt with deli-
berately and in detail in a section of the book, the first 
paragraph of which reads: 'The initiation of students and 
placing them into common, friendly, group-spaces, with 
others at various advanced levels, loosens up servile school 
attitudes. The awareness studies continue this process, 
but do much else. They should be designed to shock 
the student awake, infect and involve him with the enthu-
siasm of the school, make him brilliantly conscious of the 
reponsibilities, possibilities and scope of his education'. 
Yours sincerely, Paul Ritter". 

¶ "Private Developers will be invited to submit self financing 
proposals to sink the railway through Central Perth and 
provide unrestricted ground level access across the city. 
Developers will have the use of the air space over the sunken 
railway for the erection of major commercial buildings in 
conjunction with a new Perth Station and bus terminal." 
'Unrestricted' is, of course, hardly an appropriate word to 
describe ground level access across a city. The tens of mil-
lions of pounds' worth of commercial development necessary 
to finance the scheme will add greatly to the scope for city 
congestion. The symbol of progress is to come first, and 
cleaning up the mess will follow after. Perth's present symbol 
of progress, the mountain of sand for the Mitchell Freeway 
Intersection, has now reached 3,200,000 yards of sand, not 
counting the original river reclamation of 1957. Most of the 
sand is transported in individual trucks over a distance of 
ten miles, and it rests on 43,800 sand piles. It is approxi-
mately two-thirds completed. Most people have come to 
view this performance as an inevitable state of affairs much 
as the ancient Egyptians must have come to view their 
pyramids. 

This office building in West Perth by archts. Krantz & Shel-
don derives its clarity of expression from the separation of 
the circulation core from the office space. The use of 
concrete off the form seems to endow architects with an 
admirable combination of reserve and thoroughness and this 
example is no exception. The crisp detailing of concrete 
forms is first class even though the effect is not enhanced by 
the metal sunscreens, and it does seem a bit perverse to 
ignore the fact that the building had to face East and West, 
to design it as if it didn't and subsequently to spoil the 
effect with sunscreens and marginal efficiency. Three air-
conditioned floors each 114' 0" x 28' 0" sq. ft. cost just over 
$100,000. W. Fairweather, bldr. 



Plan, D. Dalrymple 

IT In the "Design Competition for a Small Home", sponsored 
by the RVIA Small Homes Service and the Gas and Fuel 
Corporation awards were made to Mr. Ian Smith and Mr. D. 
Bloink, shared first prize; Mr. Christopher Hanley and Mr. 
'David Dalrymple, shared second prize and Mr. H. Goh 
received third prize. A. V. Jennings will build the two first 
prize designs. The winning entries were convincingly com-
petent, but hardly brilliant, and some of the speculative 
houses illustrated in last month's C-S showed more imagina- 
tion and realistic planning. That the first and second prizes 
were both shared, despite widely different organisation of 
plan and moribund elevations, perhaps indicates catholicity 
of taste on the part of the assessors, Dione McIntyre, Robin 
Boyd and Daryl Jackson. But it could be due to a lack of 
talented competitors, a compromise of standards or a real 
lack of agreeable criteria. C-S suggests: 
Consider architecture to be composed of occasions and 
journeys. The occasion is the event of being at a place. At 
this place the occasion may be for a purposeful task, or 
merely an incident, such as stopping fo admire a view. The 
journey is the passage between occasions. Some journeys are 
bound to occur in any building e.g. the approach and entry. 
Others are general to a building type  e.g. for houses, the 
critical kitchen-dining path. Still other journeys may be 
relevant for only a specific case and special circumstance 
e.g. the line of travel of a pathologist from a serum-
refrigerator to a microscope. Most people prefer journeys 
to be direct, to take minimum time and to require minimum 
effort, the exceptions being only when the journey is inten-
tionally random, such as a wandering search for an occasion, 
or when interruptions to the journey may be celebrated as 
valuable occasions for their own sake. We may accept a 
detour from the site entrance to the building doorway if the 
diversion leads past a Giacommetfi sculpture or a plaster 
gnome. But if too wayward, the side-attraction loses its 
drawing power and the voyager takes a short cut, ruining 
the architectural sequence and the flower beds. 
In house design, habitual journeys made difficult are resented 
by the inhabitants and a lack of occasions makes domestic 
architecture dreary. Below are listed in no order of priority 
some journeys and occasions that are likely to be important 
in any house, and comments are made on how the prize-
winning designs fulfil these. The list is of course not 
exhaustive. 

To incorporate sun control in multi-storey buildings in 
Queensland is common sense, but recent additions to Bris-
bane's city skyline mostly disregard the obvious. Jackman 
House (above), Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Colin Trapp and 
Reed, archts; is one of the reasonable few. 

Hobart will implement a $50 million road network plan 
prepared by Wilbur Smith and Associates. 
(( The third Australian Building Research Congress will be 
held in Melbourne from August 14 to 17 next year. 
Ì Architects in Melbourne were staggered by an advertise-
ment, appearing on the same page of "The Age" as the 
RVIA Small Homes Service column, which offered a corre-
spondence course for the prospective home owner: "Home 
Planning and Design in Detail", $11.00 A preliminary book-
let "First stages in Home Planning" is available for $1.00. 
A service is also offered for preparing working drawings at 
$2.00 to $3.00 per square, and in the more detailed brochure 
n the correspondence course, which landed on Cross-

Section's desk, there are paragraphs which claim that "the 
basic design principles of harmony, contrast, rhythm, and 
dominance" are explained, "for those who feel the need 
for guidance in the aesthetic treatment of various external 
and internal features". A gift voucher for this course could 
be an ideal Xmas present to send to interstate architect 
friends. 
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Randwick Girls' High School is an exercise in almost entirely 
concrete construction, all off-form. The only other materials 
used were timber-framed gyprock-lined internal partitions, 
sprayed vermiculate ceilings, grey anodised aluminium win-
ch ws and bituminous felt roof. The classrooms are grouped 
around courtyards of various sizes, the largest being a 100-ft. 
square assembly area. A fall of 28 ft. on the site lead to a 
stepped massing in which the roof of lower buildings 
coincide with the floors of higher sections, suggesting a con-
tinuity of structural material which in the event was carried 
through consistently to all components and surfaces. Win-
dows face due north or south, with in-situ concrete sun 
hoods. N.S.W. Government Architect (A. Bishop design); 
Concrete Construction, bldr; Woolacott, Hale, Bond & Cor-
lett, str. engrs. Cost $1,186,400. 

Plan, Ian Smith T 
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CRITERIA ARCHITECT 

Wife, from car, with shopping 
load to kitchen. 

Tramp through living Through entry hall di- 	Up six steps, then 	Direct 	through 
and dining or wide de- 	rect to kitchen. 	 about 12 ft. 	 entry. 
tour around outside. 

Direct in, then up Direct. 
six steps. 

Husband from car to main en- 	Direct, but cramped 	Direct. 
trance door. 	 alongside car. 

Through entry, di-
rect or otherwise 
long detour 
around house 
(Unlikely). 

Through front entry 
or along south side, 
up ramp and through 
laundry. 

room or kitchen. 	 room to entrance on 
Child from site gate to family 	Detour around living 

	
Through entry direct or 
external detour via 
courts (Unlikely). east. 

Unsheltered. 

6 ft. across entry. Wife from kitchen to answer front 	Through living and din- 	Approx. 26 ft., through 	12 ft. then down six 
door. 	 ing, travels 27 ft. 	no other rooms except 	steps. 

edge of family room. 

Through gallery, 
probably about 
30-40 ft. 

Wife, from washing machine to 	Almost direct, via cor- 
clothes line. 	 ner of family room. 

	Through family room. 	Direct down ramp, 
At least 40 ft. travel. 	about 15 ft. 

Child, from family room to play 	Direct. 
yard. 

Direct to court, hence 	No separate family 
	

Direct. 
to rear yard. 	 room. Direct out of 

living room or 
through servery, 
laundry and down 
ramp. 

Via entry hall, un-
necessary to pass 
through parents' 
bedroom. 

Visitor from living room to W.C. 	Fairly direct, through 	Direct through parents' 
hall and parents' bed- 	bedroom. 	 one W.C., in bath- 

Up half flight (only 

room. 	 room). 

Direct. Parent from bedroom to W.C. 	Direct. 	 Direct. 	 Direct. 

Via gallery and 
laundry. 

Child from bedroom to W.C. Fairly direct through 	Direct via short pas- 	Down half flight. 
family room. 	 sage. 

South, 6 ft. fo 
fence or across 
dining room. 

Southwards to IO ft. x 
	

North to 24 ft. x 17 ft. 	North, 22 ft. to 

to front of site, screened 
17 ft. court, nothwards 	court. 	 fence on west, full 

extent of site. 
by fence. 

Perpendicular 
wall. Parallel, 
north 15 ft. to 
fence. 

Standing view from kitchen sink. 	Perpendicular, west to- 	Perpendicular, south to 	Presumably east, 30 
wards side fence 20 ft. 	fence 16 ft. away. Paral- 	ft. to frontage. 
away. Parallel via fam- 

	
lel to room walls. 

ily room to play area. 
Good supervision. 

Visitors' view from opened en- 	Exposure of living room. 
trance door. 

Entry hall. 	Little ex- 	Coat cupboard, 	Kitchen disclosed 
posure of living room. 	stairs on left. No 	if door open, also 

exposure. 	 dining room. 

North to 17 ft. x 20 ft. 	See living room, din- 
court (as for family 	ing room. 
room). 

View from family room. 	 At breakfast to east, or 
south to full depth of 
site. 

Parent to child's bedroom and 	Help! 
vice versa. 

Help! 

DESIGN COMPETITION FOR A SMALL HOME (VICTORIA) 

CROSS-SECTION ANALYSIS 

JOURNEYS 	 I. SMITH 

Half flight distance 	Roller Skates? 
without crossing any 
other rooms. 

Meal serve, kitchen to dining Direct from breakfast Direct. 
room. 	 or through adjoining 

doorway. 

OCCASIONS 

Seated view from dining room. 	Three walls or across 	North to 17 ft. x 20 ft. 	Virtually as for liv- 	North to 20 ft. x 
living room to court. 	court. 	 ing room. 	 15 ft. court. 

r 

T.V. viewing. Generally ignored in these plans. If the T.V. is in the family room it's fine for the kids, but if the children's bedrooms 
open directly off the family room they may be disturbed by parents' night viewing. Located in the living room, the children's 
viewing habits can mess up an adult area and spread noise throughout the entire house. The solution seems to be two sets, a 
portable, a separate T.V. room (equals a family room without children's bedroom doors), or plenty of closed doors and some strong 
discipline. 

D. BLOINK C. HANLEY D. DALRYMPLE 

• 

b 

• 

• Seated view from living room. 

Six-foot-wide pas-
sage off chil-
dren's bedrooms, 
24 ft. north to 
fence. 

Fairly direct to ser- 	Direct. 
very. Sink to dining 
table, about 20 ft. 



Takes a beating, lying down! 
Smooth surface floor coverings — in Stores, offices and homes, must be able to take a beating. 
That's why more and more architects are specifying Dunlop Vinyl-Asbestos Floor Tiles. 
They resist the heaviest beating, yet come up smiling and stay beautiful for years and years. 
Why are Dunlop Vinyl - Asbestos Floor Tiles so tough ? Because they contain a balance of 

asbestos and P.V.C. blended together to form a durable material of high stability, capable 

of withstanding the heaviest traffic and resistant to moisture and chemical attack. Next time 
you are faced with a floor situation that calls for an attractive yet tough covering, specify 

Dunlop Vinyl - Asbestos Floor Tiles — they take a lot of beating ! 
FLOORING 

SERVICE 

FLOORING DIVISION: DUNLOP RUBBER AUSTRALIA LIMITED 
96 Flinders Street, Melbourne 	63 0371 	18 Paterson Street, Launceston 	2 2067 	424 Murray Street, Perth 	21 8141 
Centenary Place, Brisbane 	31 0271 	27-33 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney 2 0969 	27 Argyle Street, Hobart 	 3 3515 
131-133 Pirie Street, Adelaide 	23 2611 

Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos Tiles. Flexible Vinyl Tiles. Rubber Flooring. Linoleums. Trowelled underlays. 
Parquetry and smooth surface floor coverings of all types. 

DA3R 
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