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At the opening of the Liberal Party's £65,000 new head-
quarters (rendering above) in Canberra, the Prime Minister 
Sir Robert Menzies described its Georgian fakery as "de-
lightful, and I defy these so-called modern architects who 
disagree. If they had their way in the great cities of the 
world, in 50 years time no-one would know what city they 
were in." Sir Robert is misinformed. The Georgian style, ex-
ported to the colonies, made it possible for the empire 
builders to feel as though they had never left home — 
sometimes they were accused of hardly knowing what city 
they were in. Sir Robert also maintained that he liked 
character in a city. Character comes from a sense of place 
and time. Can Sir Robert really believe that the debased 
remnants of a once proud style will give character to Can-
berra? It is insulting to the members of the Royal Austra-
lian Institute of Architects, most of whom would willingly 
call themselves modern, to be fobbed off as "so-called 
modern." "I'm an old-fashioned Tory reactionary when it 
comes to architecture" proudly declared Sir Robert. Even 
Prime Ministers must be allowed their idiosyncrasies, but 
what a pity for the status of modern design that it does not 
receive in Australia the kind of encouragement that in Eng-
land is bestowed by the Duke of Edinburgh and Lord 
Snowdon. 

Photo shows progress with extensions to St. John's Anglican 
Cathedral, Brisbane. The steel frame was almost entirely erected 
in one day. The stonework which will clad the frame in a 
manner to match the neo-Gothic existing sections of the 
cathedral is expected to take three years to complete. At 
a cost of £650,000 for 50 squares of nave, i.e. £12,000 per 
square, this surpasses even Sydney Opera House figures. 
¶( The Civic Design Award (N.S.W. Chapter R.A.I.A.), re-
ported in the last issue of C-S as being given to R. Wood-
ward of Woodward Taranto & Wallace, archts for the de-
sign of the El Alamein fountain at Kings Cross, was in fact 
awarded not to Mr. Woodward individually but to the firm 
of Woodward Taranto & Wallace. C-S apologizes for the 
misinterpretation. 

December I, 1965. 

BP House, Flinders Street, Adelaide, is clad in carefully 
textured and articulated precast concrete panels (which now 
seems to be the genre for city buildings, replacing the glass 
curtain wall episode). On the office tower, exposed chips of 
Angaston marble, in vertically fluted panels on east and west 
elevations, on north and south as projecting window sur-
rounds; on the service core tower, dark grey exposed aggre-
gate panels. Construction: r. concrete flat slab. (Again, 
flat slab seems to have overtaken steel frame as the most 
preferred economical system for multi-storey construction). 
The foyer is a sophisticated piece of design with fibrous 
plaster panelling ceiling, terrazzo floor and a copper mural 
by N. S. Ostoja-Kotkowski. Finishes to office areas: fibrous 
plaster acoustic ceiling, vinyl floor tiles, plaster board panels 
and demountable partitions in black bean veneer. Cheesman, 
Doley, Brabham & Neighbour, archts; John Connell & 
Associates, str. engrs; Thomas Anderson & Partners, mech. 
& elec. engrs; Rider Hunt & Partners, q. surveyors; R. J. 
Nurse Ltd, bldr. 

This house at Clayfield, Brisbane, is a good example of 
recent Queensland domestic work that has returned to the 
use of large perimeter verandahs as a means of expressing 
a local vernacular. In the affluent mid-60's brick is often 
employed, where in the past light timber walls were usual. 
Here, a concrete tiled roof, white face brick and oiled hard-
wood timbers are assembed in a relaxed regional manner. 
Ian Ferrier, arch+. 

Mr. Osborne McCutcheon, F.R.A.I.A., has been awarded 
the R.A.I.A. Gold Medal for 1965. 



mulation of brick veneers. Industrial mass-production, if it is 
to be a viable solution to the housing problem, must be 
linked with a rationalisation of land use and property owner-
ship in which separate houses separately sited would have 
little place. The geometry for a mass-produced house ought 
to be such that it is capable of linking or stacking, in chains 
or multiple levels. A circular plan is an immediate inhibition. 
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This new Canberra building for Commonwealth Motors, also 
by Robert G. Warren & Partners, archts, is less startling 
than the Rondavel house. The first floor is concrete, with 
conc. columns at 33 ft. centres under and steel columns and 
trussed flat roof over. The curtain wall is industrial glazing 
with conc. hollow block sunshield in front, which also acts 
as a textured background to Clarendon type face lettering 
in upper and lower case. 
!I' A. V. Jennings was awarded the contract (£3,600,090) for 
the new National Art Gallery at Melbourne's Cultural 
Centre. Roy Grounds, archt. Completion is expected by 
December, 1967. The contract includes the main gallery 
building but not the theatres or the 415 ft. spire. 
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The house shown above was built in Watson A.C.T. by Ron-
davel Productions Ltd to the design of Robert G. Warren, 
archt. In a paper presented at the 38th ANZAAS Congress 
in Hobart this year, Mr. Warren described the house as a 
16-sided polygon "with a concrete floor to which are bolted 
16 'bents' or part-wall part-roof pieces of material each 5" 
thick having â" ply to each face" which when bolted to-
gether form a self-supporting carcase. 
"Internal partitions carry no load and are set radially into 
the grooves between bents. The services and floor were firs+ 
put down and production of the bents took place in a 
nearby factory. The glue used was resorcinal phenol formal-
dehyde. The bents when finished were 3 coat painted with 
neoprene paint, delivered to the job and erected in one 
day." From this experience Mr. Warren concluded: "the 
ply bents, although sound and in most respects adequate, 
had the following disadvantages: high cost of production 
because of gluing difficulties; high cost of finishing the 
bents with synthetic rubber outside and paint inside; both 
inside and out the bents are not maintenance free." As a 
result the firm developed "a fibre glass house of 650 square 
feet area, which has a stressed skin ply floor in 12 pieces, 
pipe column footings and 13 fibre glass bents. It is antici-
pated that this house can be erected to "lock-up" stage 
complete by 3 men in 3 days." A prototype was built in 
August at the Sydney Showgrounds. Mr. Warren also com-
mented "The whole field of manufactured housing is wide 
open for industrialists and their designers. The advantages 
are +here for average home seekers and profits are to be 
reaped by manufacturers. One of the greatest difficulties 
appears that designers develop a mental block when thinking 
of houses. They would do better to let technology lead in-
stead of the romantic nostalgia for the past and the fixation 
of pier and beam technique, which would mean that they 
would be designing houses for manufacture." C-S would 
applaud Mr. Warren's enterprise and enthusiasm in the field 
of industrially-produced mass housing, but of the constructed 
prototypes the following observations could be made: the 
circular plan form, although offering geometrical and ma-
terial economy, invariably leads to compromised orientations 
for some rooms, but more importantly, if repeated as a mass-
product over scores of individual suburban blocks, it would 
result in a terror townscape, quite as repulsive as an accu- 
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A competition (arranged by Q'land Chapter R.A.I.A. in 
conjunction with the 1966 Telegraph Ideal Home Show) for 
the design of a cluster housing development, was won by 
Mr. W. H. Carr, lecturer in Architecture, and Mr. P. 
O'Gorman, senior demonstrator, both of the Department of 
Architecture at Queensland University. Winning design is 
shown above. 
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Two town houses in Hawthorn, an inner suburb of Melbourne, 
were designed for young or middle-aged married couples of 
the upper-middle income bracket, with one or two children. 
In common with most speculative developments the site 
coverage on the maximum allowable 50% leaves little air to 
garden space surroundings, but in this design tiny interior 
courts (photo above) relieve the inevitable tightness. Con-
struction is standard for this type of project: brick veneer; 
limber floor, roof framing and windows, steel roof deck; 
fibrous plaster interiors, organised however with an untypical 
almost spartan simplicity. Bernard Joyce & Associates, 
archts; W. A. Langtree Pty. Ltd., bldrs. 

In Camberwell, also an inner suburb of Melbourne, four villa 
flats have been constructed for Machiavella Investments Pty. 
Ltd., by W. A. Langtree Pty. Ltd. to the design of Bernard 
Joyce & Associates, archts. As in the Hawthorn town houses 
described above, the materials are commonplace: brick 
veneer, dark brown terra cotta tiles, fibrous plaster; given 
some dignity by refusing the flamboyance that often goes 
with the residential investment building. In effect, the site 
layout is similar to traditional terrace houses but perpen-
dicular instead of parallel to the street, each flat being 
reached via a drive along the one side of the site. It is a 
dangerous planning precedent which could lead and has, in 
less skilfully designed schemes, to potential slums—the only 
aspect from rooms being of paling fences 6 to 12 feet 
away. Here, an entry court provides a reasonable alterna-
tive outlook. 

These six crisply cubic minimum cost flats overlook Moreton 
Bay, Q'land. The steep site slopes to the east. Construction: 
timber and asbestos cement. Neville Miller, archt. 

(j The 1965 I.E.S. (Victoria) Meritorious Lighting Award was 
won by Waltons Ltd. Department Store, Bourke Street, Mel-
bourne. 

The new A.N.Z. Bank Building, corner of Pitt and Hunter 
Streets, Sydney, is 315 feet high. Three columns drop into 
the two-storey height setback at street level and above this 
three floors of precast reconstructed stone window surrounds 
lurch around the Pitt Street site boundary. From the eighth 
floor the tower block windows are shaded by dark grey 
aluminium fins. Construction: steel column and beam to 
seventh level, r.conc. flat plate floors above. Cost approx. 
£3 million for 27 storeys. The building was opened by the 
Prime Minister, Sir Robert Menzies. Joseland and Gilling, 
archts; James Wallace Pty. Ltd, bldrs. 

In the Church of Our Lady of Dolours, Mitchelton, Q'land, 
the congregation is arranged in pews diagonally across the 
square plan with twin altars in one corner. The pyramidal 
roof reflects the plan outline, but not its inferior organisa-
tion, for the lantern gives -maximum height and overhead 
lighting in the centre — surely a distraction from the direc-
tional emphasis towards the altar. Otherwise a very accom-
plished building. Construction: steel frame, conc. tile roof, 
cream brick, Canadian cedar window framing, tallow wood 
ceiling lining. Frank L. Cullen, Fagg, Hargraves and 
Mooney, archts; R. & B. Constructions Pty Ltd, bldrs. 
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'The best to you for Christmas and 
'66 from the DUNLOP flooring service 
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