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¶( Mr. Louis Laybourne-Smith, C.M.G., R.A.I.A., Life Fellow 
and Gold Medallist and senior partner in the firm of Woods, 
Begot, Laybourne-Smith and Irwin, died at the age of 85. 
Mr. Laybourne-Smith was head of the architectural course at 
the S.A. School of Mines for 45 years, from 1906; and at 
the S.A. Institute of Technology, the Louis Laybourne-Smith 
School of Architecture and Building is named in his honour. 
Mr. Gavin Walkley, present head of the School and Presi-
dent of the R.A.I.A. said, "In a number of different ways 
Mr. Louis Laybourne-Smith left his mark on the profession 
of architecture throughout Australia. He was an architect 
of great sensitivity and distinction. He exerted a strong 
influence on architectural education in Australia for half a 
century and he played a pioneer part in the establishment 
of architecture on a sound basis in this country, having con-
tributed with his remarkable energy and vigour to the foun-
dation of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects. He 
will be remembered with gratitude and affection by his col-
leagues, friends and many former students." 
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New buildings for St. Anne's Church of England, Como 
(N.S.W.), include a small Church seating 100 people, 
Church Hall, Toilets and Kitchen. Clinker brick loadbearing 
walls, conc. tiled roof, steel beams in Church, timber trusses 
in Hall. Church ceiling unpainted hardboard, Hall ceiling 
and walls painted white. Bush hammered conc. lintels and 
sills. Pacific maple furniture; very effective 15" diem. brown 
glass ball light fittings, designed by the architects. Further 
stage of development will include site works, forecourt, 
paving and bell tower. At present, without the symbolic 
bell-tower, the buildings have a secular ring, as honest-to-
God as farm buildings, but with a massing that is better 
indicated by the photos (the Church clearly dominates the 
Hall); a fine entrance and a good ecclesiastical internal 
space. The cross and cloth strip behind look weak in the 
firm surroundings. Areas: Church 1,526 sq. ft., Hall 1,214 
sq. ft., Covered Way 140 sq. ft., total 2,880 sq. ft. Cost 
£11,118 (approx. £385 per square). Hely Bell & Horne, 
archts; V. McL. Gardner, bldr. 
4 The Architects' Act is being amended in the W.A. Legisla-
tive Assembly to make architects who practise as limited 
companies personally liable without limit. There is only one 
firm practising as a P/L in this State. 

October I, 1965. 

4 

The 1965 Meritorious Awards in Architecture, R.A.I.A. 
Queensland Chapter are: BUILDING OF THE YEAR Glen-
eagles Home Units, New Farm; Corro, Nutter & Charlton, 
archts (see C-S No. 142, Aug. 1964). Honourable Men-
tions: Guardian Assurance Bldg (photo No. I), Queen St., 
Brisbane; Prangley & Crofts, archts; and Criterion Hotel Re-
modelling (photo No. 2), Hayes, Scott & Henderson, archts: 
HOUSE OF THE YEAR: Miller Residence (photo No. 3), 
Southport; Hayes, Scott & Henderson, archts. Honourable 
mention: Lane Residence, St. Lucia (photo No. 4). A. H. 
Job & R. P. Froud, archts. The Jury consisted of Mr. Blair 
Wilson, Mr. C. R. Scott (of Hayes, Scott & Henderson), 
Mr. E. W. N. Crofts (of Prangley & Crofts), Mr. L. H. 
Hailey and Mr. M. Hurst. The fact that three awards went 
to firms of which two of the judges are members is in-
judicious. The awards are well merited, but surely the judges 
should not be placed in such a position of embarrassment, 
even though the award conditions allow that "when the 
works of a member of the Jury is under consideration, he 
shall retire from the adjudication thereof." No one doubts 
their integrity or impartiality, but it is contrary to sensible 
procedure to allow a jury be so involved in judging their 
own work. 

Perth's most interesting high class residential area is the 
Coombe, a steeply sloping bank overlapping the Swan 
nearer to Fremantle than to Perth. Many of the houses are 
of the black, white, glass and flat roof type of varying 
degrees of sophistication (see C-S June, 1963). Illustrated 
is an example of a different approach designed by Roger 
Johnson and built by Greenhalgh & Hewitt. The building is 
nearly always seen from above, hence the conscious design 
of the roof scape expressing the organisation of the spaces 
under. The main house in one level with children's rooms 
below one unit. The +op knots incorporate ventilators. 
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A contract for £137,954 was awarded to G. M. Pluim & Co. 
Pty. Ltd., bldrs., for the construction of the Union Building 
(Model photo above), University of Newcastle, Shortland, 
N.S.W. Ancher, Mortlock, Murray & Woolley, archts. (Part-
ner in Charge, Ken Woolley). Taylor Thomson & Whiffing, 
str. engrs; Norman & Addicoat, mech. engrs. Construction: 
Terra-cotta tiles on purlins and timber trusses, the truss 
depth expressed in vertical board cladding (no+ shown in the 
model); seamed copper clad roof lights, ceilings generally 
Canadian pine boarding; clinker brick load-bearing walls, 
timber partitions oregon lined, floors tallow-wood or quarry 
tiles. 

Two houses by archt. Geoffrey Woodfall at Mount Waverley, 
a suburb of Melbourne, have similar construction: conc. 
strip footings, conc. slab, steel and timber roof framing, f. 
plaster ceilings following the rake of the roof, redwood 
fascias and external joinery, but with different external walls 
and roof cladding; cavity clay brick and corr. asb. cement 
for the Waimarie Drive house, (top photo: 17.3 squares, 
£8,000, built by L. U. Simon Pty Ltd); conc. masonry veneer 
on stud framework, cement tiles on the Derbyshire Road 
House (lower photo, 17 squares, £7,700, built by G. C. 
Griffin). In diluted Usonian style the Waimarie Drive house 
eases gently along the slightly sloping site, the Darbyshire 
Road house stretches ranch-wise across its block. 
(( Legislation passed in Sydney in August has challenged 
architects with new design programmes. Schedule 7 of the 
Local Government Act was suspended by the State Govern-
ment allowing mixed development, commercial and residen-
tial, in the city. Architects rushed plans (7) for a city to 
live in and some very valuable projects have been submitted 
for approval: Anthony Horden & Sons Ltd. £10 million, 40-
storey tower block in uptown Sydney with éöncourse of 
shops, commercial offices and one, two and three-bedroom 
flats; the R.S.L's. £900,000, 16-storey block of offices and 
flats; a multi-storey block of "mini" flats (Dr. H. Epstein, 
archt.) with 360 apartments ranging in size from 1.5 squares 
to 2.3 squares, a scheme to which Mr. Ron Gillin"g, President 
of the N.S.W. Chapter of the R.A.I.A. responded: "It 
appears that an attempt is to be made to lower the mini-
mum standards provided by regulation for bachelor flats. 
With premature approval of a scheme such as this the pat-
tern is set for a type of development which should be dis-
couraged." Flats of 3 squares each would rent at £15 to 
£20 per week claimed Dr. Epstein, whereas the proposed 
rent for the "mini" flats is £7. Latest report is that the 
Anthony Horden and R.S.L. projects have been approved 
and the "mini" flats have not. Meanwhile, a Bill intro-
duced in S.A's. Parliament would make it mandatory for a 
council to spend all its parking meter revenue on car parks 
and parking stations, allow metropolitan councils to build 
flats for letting, and, amongst other provisions, councils to 
have powers to make by-laws for the control of surfboards. 

The Australian Biennial Architectural Education Conference 
in Adelaide last month concluded that it was desirable to 
have a survey of all Australian architectural courses to see 
how well they meet the profession's needs, and to see that 
a reasonable standard is reached. The survey would be made 
by an independent overseas expert, possibly in conjunction 
with an Australian practitioner. Before this was done the 
conference agreed there should be a survey of the present 
and future needs of the profession in relation to its young 
architects, and that it should he decided whether these 
needs were desirable for the profession as a whole. 

j Mrs. Antoinette Logan, a teacher at Narabeen Girls' High 
School and studying for a master's degree in town and 
country planning at the University of Sydney, has won the 
State Planning Authority prize and the Australian Planning 
Institute prize. 

Corser Homes have long been the only enterprising spec. 
builders in Perth; their buildings are well planned, meticu-
lously detailed and sensitively sited. Their latest lines are 
constructed with 3" load-bearing Plasterlok partitions and 
inner leafs, which support a roof frame carried on exposed 
sawn jarrah beams. External brickwork takes place concur-
rently with finishing trades, +hereby reducing construction 
time to 6-8 weeks. Cost range of £4,250 - £7,000 is good 
value. Associated designers were K. Woolley, E. Moyle, P. 
Overman & S. Corser, two of the designs being adaptations 
of Pettit & Sevitt's. (See C-S June 1964). 
¶ The master plan disclosed for Melbourne's third University, 
La Trobe, on a 500 acre site at Bundoora, showed a dis-
ciplined layout of N-S facing blocks symmetrically disposed 
about an axis through the central library (one million vol-
umes), and contained within a ring road edged by car 
parks. It has the look of a university which would be most 
attractive if built all at once and finally. Small schools, 
embracing a number of related subjects, are intended 
rather than conventional faculties, and the compactness of 
the plan, with cars excluded from the central campus pre-
cincts, allows not more than five minutes' walk between any 
two buildings. Opening date for La Trobe is March 1967. 
Work commences on the first part of the college union block 
next year. Yuncken Freeman, architects, are the master 
planners. 

The detail above is of some of the off-form precast pre-
stressed concrete wall units on the J. D. Story Building, 
University of Queensland. Wide span floor units are also 
precast and prestressed. The architect was James P. Birrell, 
University Arch+ to the U of gland; assistant architect — 
Lorant Kulley. Not particularly attractive in this photo, the 
forming of window openings not only as off-centre holes-in-
panels but also as slots notched in from the edge of each 
panel ought to be brought to the notice of—amongst others 
—the Victorian State Housing Commission, whose major use 
of precast panels has not yet begun to exploit even this 
much of the versatility of the precasting technique. 
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buildings on Capitol Hill forming a "National Centre", 
placed on a central axis running through the existing 
Houses of Parliament and the War Memorial and Mt. Ains- 
lie. Eventually the NCDC envisages two major museum 
buildings, an exhibition hall and a monument to Le set on 
the summit of Capitol Hill symbolising Australia's achieve-
ments in peacetime, to complete the National Centre. Since 
1954, the Commonwealth Government has bought about 500 
paintings in Australia and overseas. 
)( An Australian architect John Stoddart is the designer for 
the Commonwealth Arts Festival in London. Six Common- 
wealth countries are represented at this exhibition of con-
temporary painting and sculpture and folk arts and crafts of 
the respective countries. 

This year's Sulman Award (N.S.W.) was another example 
of indecisive verdicts—it seems to be an "in" trend. The 
award was shared by St. John's Village, Glebe; Hely Bell & 
Horne archts, (C-S No. 149, March '65) and Goldstein Hall 
(C-S No. 146, Dec. '64) N.S.W. Government Architect 
(Peter Hall, Design Archt). Surely one of these buildings 
must be better than the other. 
¶ "Next to miners, building workers have the most hazardous 
occupation in the community". 4,000 men each year have 
accidents which absent +hem from the job for more than a 
week. This year, one man has died each month. In Mel-
bourne a carpenter was seriously hurt falling down a lift 
well. On another construction a carpenter was wounded in 
the back by a nail fired by an explosive power tool. Next 
day some worried building workers staged a demonstration 
march through the city. Mr. Alf. Leckie, an organiser of 
the Building Workers' Industrial Union, was reported: "One 
reason for the lack of precautions is that some builders are 
being forced by fierce competition to build too cheaply 
and too fast", and added that workers themselves were also 
sometimes to blame. The president of the Master Builders' 
Association, Mr. W. T. Morris, said both employers and em-
ployees were sometimes at fault when regulations were 
breached. His association would seek a conference with 
trade union leaders on safety standards. 
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Two suburban pockets in Melbourne, in Kew off the Boule-
vard, and in East Ivanhoe again off the Boulevard, Burke 
Road North and Lower Heidelberg Road, are areas rela- 
tively close to the city where students of architecture have 
been able to browse amongst the works of some of Mel- 
bourne's best architects. Best period was immediately post-
war when the early works of Grounds, Boyd, John and Phyllis 
Murphy, Ray Berg, Doug. Alexandra, Kevin Borland and 
Peter McIntyre stimulated an enthusiastic generation. 
Came the credit squeeze and a lull in building, but now 
another boom seems to be under way. Few new names have 
emerged, and although architects like Chancellor and Pat-
rick, Harry Ernest, David Moore and Theo Hammond have 
built distinguished work the hyper-critical students' reaction 
is that it's all been done before. Houses in Glenard Drive by 
Charles Duncan (C-S No. 142, 1964) and Outlook Drive 
by Montgomery King & Trengove (C-S No. 147, 1964) sug-
gested a possible renaissance, and the Burgess residence, 
by Robin Boyd, corner of Longstaff and Mackennel Streets 
extends the promise. Five horizontal planes of steel deck roof, 
carefully articulated above extended brick walls, suggest a 
fascinating game of internal spaces that in fact is not quite 
realised as the rooms attend only to a single orientation, 
towards the backyard swimming pool and beyond, the 
distant prospect of the Dandenongs. Photo above shows a 
view of the house from Burke Road North. 
IT The A.N.U. publishes a new book "Economic Policy and 
the Size of Cities" by Dr. G. M. Neutze, a lecturer in 
economics (price 30/-). The development of two "medium-
sized centres" (e.g. Portland, Iluka?) by an authority like the 
National Capital Development Commission is proposed. The 
idea is to absorb 50,000 people per year to alleviate pres-
sures of population increase in Sydney and Melbourne. 
"Each new resident will cause an increase in traffic conges-
tion to present residents costing £32.4 in Sydney, £2 in 
Wollongong and 2/- in Wagga" claims Dr. Neutze. 
1.  Sydney Opera House: estimate in 1957 was £3.8 million; 
1958, £5 million; 1962, 12.5 million; 1964, £17.4 million; 
1965, £24.7 million. Mr. Askin's Government has appointed 
Mr. R. A. P. Johnson, former Director of Public Works, the 
Minister's personal representative on the site as construc-
tion sails on to July 1969. 
if Professor Steen Eiler Rasmussen, who holds the Chair of 
Architecture at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts, Copen-
hagen, will be N.S.W. University's visiting professor for the 
third term of this year. He will be associated with a new 
course in civic design within the School of Architecture and 
Building. 
(( Art in Architecture is the subject of an exhibition pre-
sented in conjunction with the R.A.I.A. at the Dominion 
gallery, Sydney. Director, Mr. Robert Eva++: "The buildings 
in Sydney don't have enough aesthetic value. They are huge, 
logical, practical, systematic . . . This exhibition shows how 
art can be applied to architecture and make buildings more 
beautiful and interesting. A building that prominently dis-
plays a piece of sculpture, or covers a wall with mosaics or 
a painted mural, or uses stained glass instead of plate glass, 
will stimulate people and be exciting." Mr. Evatt and the 
R.A.I.A. (N.S.W. Chapter) plan to present an art in archi-
tecture exhibition every year. 
IT A memorial to Walter Burley Griffin will be unveiled at 
Castlecrag on October 23rd. Designer and founder of 
Castlecrag 40 years ago, Griffin's memorial will be a foun-
tain incorporating geometric motifs typical of his architec-
ture. Designer: Bim Hilder. 
Also the Willoughby Council is celebrating its Centenary 
with an exhibition of prints from negatives by Burley Griffin 
himself, together with Max Dupain photographs of all avail-
able Burley Griffin works at the Castlecrag Public School. 
If A National Art Gallery is the next monumental project in 
Canberra, announced Sir Robert Menzies. To be completed 
by 1970, the Gallery is likely to be sited on Capitol Hill. 
NCDC's proposal, as published last year in its book "The 
Future Canberra", makes the Gallery part of a complex of 

 

• 

-t 

With its slack suspended cable roof and tilted arched ends, 
the design for a Festival of Arts Hall on Montefiore Hill, 
Adelaide, was bound to promote "covered wagon" analo-
gies from writers of letters-to-the-Editor in the daliy news-
papers. If that analogy is unkind and misleading, there are 
worse that could be imagined: the Sydney Opera House 
becalmed, or an exhausted whale are two that have also 
been mentioned. The architects, Hassell & McConnell, have 
enjoyed considerable reputation, particularly for their crisp 
and elegant industrial buildings. However, in this design for 
the Festival Hall they have flopped badly. The crude tiers 
of balconies at the glazed ends, the extreme arches so far 
apart that the leaning towards suggests lassitude rather than 
tension, the greatest height at the ends being over entrance 
foyers, the back to back planning of the main hall (seating 
2,500) and the second hall (seating 400) rationalised into 
this hour glass shape, are concocted into a naive piece of 
formalism that might only be justifiable if it exhilarated. It 
doesn't. 
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This is a little sample of natural asbestos—one of the most important ingredients in the 

manufacture of high quality floor tiles. Reason ? Asbestos is a tough, fibrous mineral 

which, when blended with P.V.C., gives us an outstandingly durable floor tile of high 

stability, resistant to chemical attack and heavy scuffing. 

The huge American flooring market is the best example of the virtues of asbestos; more 

than 80% of the smooth surface floor tiles sold in the United States contain asbestos. 

In Australia the Dunlop Company maintains its market lead by producing the highest 

quality Vinyl-Asbestos Floor Tile while continuing to hold down the price. 

CALI DUNLOP FLOORING SERVICE FOR IMMEDIATE ADVICE OR SAMPLES. 

96 Flinders Street, Melbourne. 63 0371 
Centenary Place, Brisbane. 31 0271 
131-133 Pirie Street, Adelaide. 23 2611 
18 Paterson Street, Launceston. 2 2067 
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