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(j Melbourne City Council approved £14,000 feasibility study 
by George J. Connor & Associates, economists and plan-
ning consultants; of the city block bounded by Lonsdale, 
Swanston, Latrobe and Elizabeth Streets, the area which was 
the subject of the architectural competition last May. It 
seems now that the competition was hardly more than a 
P.R. venture designed according to Sir Bernard Evans (Chair-
man of M.C.C. building and town planning committee), to 
create "interest in the site". Which it did, of course, al-
though the hurried organisation of the competition, in time 
for the Architectural Convention, lacked seriousness—a pity 
that it was not preceded by the feasibility study. In the 
meantime, a multi-storey car park has been built in the 
area and will be another obstacle to total re-development. 
Building owners and ratepayers in the block are already 
claiming that an ambiguous future is depreciating their 
property and one gathers that they will fight any attempt 
at comprehensive planning. Nor does the M.C.C. itself seem 
to have much enthusiasm any more for the proposal for a 
civic centre on the north side of Latrobe Street, outlined in 
the 1964 Report of the council's former town planner Mr. 
E. F. Borrie; even though the winning scheme of the com-
petition by archts Leith & Bartlett, assumed its likelihood. 
Prize winners of the competition are across page. 
The winner is a conventional plaza and tower block arrange-
ment, but is planned with ingenious skill to suit the site. 
Considering that there was no intention to build, the same-
ness of the premiated schemes was somewhat disappoint-
ing. For more than selfish reasons, one would have liked to 
see at least one of the more provocative entries given recog-
nition. Greater interest from the architectural profession 
may have resulted, with no less public interest. 
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First prize winning house in the Adelaide "News" Com-
petition has been erected at Wayville Showgrounds, 
Adelaide. Dickson & Platten, archts. 
I Sydney architect Harry Seidler, who not so long ago was 
about to sue George Molnar for libel, was reported in the 
Melbourne Sun, Thursday, July 29, 1965, as saying "To pro-
duce architecture of top world standard you must have good 
teachers and the people who teach architecture in Australia 
are rejects, misfits". The quotation comes from a full-page 
feature article in a series "Migrants at the Top". 

September I, 1965. 

First Prize: Leith and Bartlett, archts. 

CIVIC DESIGN COMPETITION 

Second Prize: R. S. Demaine, Russell, Trundle, Armstrong & 
Orton, archts. 

Third Prize: Leslie M. Perrott and Partners, archts. 



Q It is noteworthy when a General Meeting of a Chapter of 
the R.A.I.A. approves resolutions as forthright as the follow-
ing passed on 21st July 1965 by the N.S.W. Chapter: 
"•That this meeting considers that although +here remains a 
need for some individually designed small houses the Insti-
tute should encourage the development of other housing 
types including group housing and project housing. It asks 
the Chapter Council to consider ways in which architects 
may make a better contribution to improved standards in 
these fields and to consider the possibility of changes to the 
Scale of Fees and the Code of Professional Conduct to 
achieve this purpose. 2. That this meeting asks the Chapter 
Council to investigate a method of approval of project 
house designs and project building organisations including 
consideration of such matters as ethical standards, and 
report to a further general meeting the result of this 
investigation". 
ir The Traffic Survey for Brisbane, prepared by consultants 
Wilbur Smith & Associates, is complete and the proposals 
have been made public. Three Brisbane Planners were inter-
viewed and had this to say:— Dr. Karl Langer: "Not im-
pressed, not an up-to-date Survey as it ignores human move-
ment and doesn't learn from the mistakes of Los Angeles 
and other cities who have suffered at the hands of Traffic 
Experts. The survey ignores electrified railways and water 
transport and is therefore incomplete. Circumferential roads 
too far out". James Birrell, Q'land President of the Town 
Planning Institute: "Very good—but the details need watch-
ing". J. P. S. Kacinek, Reader in Town Planning, University 
of Q'land: "Highly competent survey and transport study 
but the effect of traffic surveys on environment are critical. 
The existing Town Plan will have to be modified and Plan-
ners and Architects should then set to work to make the 
most of the vital statistics. The public must remember that 
this traffic survey is not Town Planning but an essential 
statistical device to guide City Development". Q'land C-S 
correspondent's Remarks: "The interesting aspect is the 
effect of cybernetics on Queensland's Cabinet and Brisbane 
City Council Alderman : Thursday — much derision and 
criticism. Friday — all silenced by the fact that the results 
of the traffic survey were prepared by computers, and 
who the devil is going to argue with computers successfully? 
Certainly not politicians—they find it difficult to argue a 
case with one another. The architects and planners, how-
ever, are not under the mystique of statistics and shall be 
on their guard, we hope. 
IT Letter to the Editor from Mr. Patwant Singh, Editor of 
the magazine "Design", New Delhi, India: "I have seen in 
your July issue a review of the Architecture Students' Con-
vention in Melbourne which I was privileged to address. 
Here are some comments on the commentary by Tamara 
Winikoff. What exactly is meant by the remark that "the 
lectures seemed on a rather naive level?" Though the Eng-
lish language can convey almost anything with the utmost 
precision and clarity, I at least find it difficult to make out 
much from the above observation. In any case I do not 
think it to be entirely fair to dismiss what Professors Albert 
Dietz and Eric Lyons had to say as naive, because if any-
thing the wide range of their qualifications and experience 
and maturity excludes the possibility of naivete (of all 
things!) on their part. Since this was hardly the first lecture 
they have given, they knew what they were saying, and who 
they were saying it to. As for my lecture, which I under-
stand "fell down in the casual manner of its delivery and 
the somewhat nebulous theme", I confess it never struck me 
that I ought to be studied and intense in my manner! I 
though+ more highly of my audience than to try anything 
like that. Now about the "nebulous theme" bit. When ideas 
are expressed for the first time they invariably are always 
nebulous. It is only when a lot more work has been put into 
+hem to give them shape and make them workable, that they 
begin to concretize. My ideas regarding an Architects 
Peace Corps, and architects running for political office or 
having a large say in political affairs, were in the nature 
of thoughts expressed aloud. Was I expected to produce 
blue-prints, too, then and there? Unless architectural stu-
dents learn to take a deep and continuing interest in all 
that affects them and the society in which they live, as dis-
tinct from what affects their profession, they will never be 
able to do anything about the arid state of our cities, or, 
in a sense, our times. So the important thing is to avoid 
being suspicious of any idea which is unfamiliar or which 
appears to stray a bit from the beaten track". 

Government Offices, Fiji 

  

Customs House, Fiji 	 Photos: Mark Strizic 

We seldom hear news of architectural developments in the 
many islands of the South Pacific and C-S would be inter-
ested to receive items of interest from any office engaged 
in work in these areas. The two buildings shown as models 
above have been designed for Fiji by the Melbourne firm 
of Leslie M. Perrott & Partners, archts. Contractor for both 
buildings is W. C. Hines of Rotorua, N.Z., the contract 
prices being £(Fiji) 146,000 for the Customs House and 
£(Fiji) 383,000 for the Government Offices. Apart from the 
tropical climate, significant local problems of earthquakes, 
hurricanes and the propensity for exposed concrete to sprout 
a growth of mould have influenced the designs. 
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This recently completed Science Block for Cabra Convent, 
Adelaide, cost £113,000 for approx. 260 squares. Constr.: 
load bearing brick, fair face inside and out, with exp. 
aggregate panels, alum. sun screens and compressed chip-
board, ceilings, black bean joinery. Stephenson & Turner 
archts; John Connell & Assoc., engrs; Combe & Kramer Pty. 
Ltd., bldrs. Externally an attempt has been made to build 
in a manner sympathetic to the original massive old blue-
stone building behind, and the materials and colours gener-
ally seem to harmonise reasonably well. Overall effect is 
somewhat "chunky" and certainly to some local tastes it 
appears heavy handed. 

Earnest plea by all architects in Queensland is for a num-
ber of +rained, qualified and competent Landscape Archi-
tects. The situation is desperate — buildings, roads, public 
works are all proceeding without the consideration of 
Landscape Design. The Wilbur Smith Traffic Report cannot 
be implemented successfully without Landscape Design and 
yet there is not one person in the State with the know-how. 
The only qualified Landscape Architect has left to take up a 
position in Canberra and another English graduate left the 
State being pursued by the Commonwealth Security Police. 
The R.A.I.A. must press for action, advertise overseas, estab-
lish Schools of Design, do something. 
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Now under construction in Eagle Street, Brisbane, is the 
first stage of the "Hammerson Group of Companies" office 
building complex, complete with plazas and low site cover-
age—the early proposals were exciting. The first stage 
(cost £1,550,000), 15 floors of rentable office space, is 
architecturally disappointing. The coffin shape plan with 
'Yamasaki-cum-Ruskin Gothic' fiddle on elevation seems to 
stem from a desire for a bit of "delight". The real caprice 
is the elevation adjacent to Scottish Union House, its neigh-
bour, which will be a diagrammatic repeat of other eleva-
tions. But "mock'' windows and false spandrels are the order 
of the day as regulations do not permit windows on party 
alignments. After all the careful planning of the buildings 
and plazas, to end up with this compromise on alignments 
is bathos. Nevertheless the Lord Mayor is impressed with 
the scheme. In the foyer of the Brisbane City Hall stands 
a huge model of the building with impressive photographs 
and P.R. screed. Under the heading "the largest develop-
ment undertaken in the City of Brisbane", the public are 
invited to ooh! and aah! Peddle, Thorp & Walker, archts; 
Rankine and Hill, engrs; Costain Pty. Ltd., bldrs. 
Ì From the "This is America" column by American Henry 
Lowrie in the London Daily Express 9 Aug., 1965: "Modern 
America? Not always. The Government has only now de-
creed that new housing estates must have all telephone and 
power cables underground instead of overhead. Fat phone 
poles and overhead cables still scar many major streets in 
the U.S., giving them the look of towns of 50 years ago". 
The newspaper cutting was sent to C-S by a reader who 
commented further "Interesting to find a layman, even 
American, so self critical of his own country. Pity a few 
more Australians were not so critical and outspoken as this 
on matters of environment". 

5 C-S No. 154 mentioned the Fourth Trade and Technical 
Literature Competition to be held in Sydney this year and 
omitted names of these two members of the assessing panel: 
Mr. Russell C. Jack, F.R.A.I.A., A.R.I.B.A.; Mr. Peter Keys, 
F.R.A.I.A., A.R.I.B.A. Our apologies please. 
if The 6th Conference of the Building Science Forum of 
Australia (Northern Division) will be held in Sydney 16th-
17th November, 1965, at the Chevron-Hilton Hotel. Subject: 
Modern Roofing. Further details from Mrs. J. Stafford, 
Building Science Forum of Australia, 1 King Street, New-
town, N.S.W. 

These bachelor flats at Reid, A.C.T., house single working 
men and women on a site bounded on all sides by four 
streets, the major two being Ainslie Avenue and Limestone 
Avenue. The architect's initial design grouped the car 
ports in four separate areas around the perimeter of the 
site with screened areas between for clothes drying. 
The aim was to keep access roads and paved areas to a 

minimum and thus leave the whole of the internal area of 
the site free for a series of garden courts. The perimeter 
drying yards and car ports were to be screened from the 
street by brick screen or "garden" walls. The long horizontal 
character of these walls, supplemented by glimpses into the 
heart of the scheme, the garden courts, would have been 
an ideal foil to the higher blocks of flats. However, a re-
quirement by the client that Ainslie Avenue be kept free of 
such structures as car ports and screen walls meant a modi-
fication of the scheme to provide the bulk of the car ports 
and drying yards on the Allambee Street boundary of the 
site. The scheme was subsequently developed on this basis. 
A basic building unit was designed containing three floors, 
each floor having four flats and one access stair. The site 
contours enabled the unit to be designed on a split level 
system with two units approached from each landing level. 
This resulted in less passage way in the stair hall, reduced 
public space to a minimum and provided a small entrance 
lobby in each flat. I+ was felt that the arrangement of split 
levels and the resultant stepped roofs provided an interest-
ing and logical building form. The aim was to keep the 
scheme to a scale which would satisfactorily harmonise with 
the existing surrounding domestic buildings. Each flat is 
340 square feet in area and has a Bed-Sitting Room, Kit-
chen and Toilet facilities; each landing is provided with an 
incinerator. A small walk-out balcony has been provided 
from each flat. Common laundry facilities are available in 
the basement area of the two main blocks. Walls are brick 
load bearing, generally common bricks bagged and painted 
off-white to the blocks of flats and brown face brick to the 
car ports and common areas such as staircases. Floors and 
staircases are reinforced concrete with linoleum or tile 
coverings. The roof is domestic timber construction covered 
with slate grey cement tiles. The cost per flat unit including 
common facilities such as car ports, clothes washing and 
drying, site works and lawn watering, but not including land-
scaping, was approximately £2,740. Collard Clarke and 
Jackson, archts; Rankine & Hill, engrs; Eric E. Taylor & 
Assoc., hydraulics; Rider Hunt & Partners, q. surveyors. 
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At Rocklea, Brisbane, a first class essay in precise planning 
and detail for C.I.G. Administration building. R. F. Gibson, 
archt; R. J. McWilliam & Partners, s+r. engrs; Cost approx. 
£100,000. The ordering of functions to effect architectural 
expression, reinforced with apt detailing in an apparently 
effortless and simple manner is, of course, the result of 
tremendous care and attention. This architect has earned 
a high reputation over recent years for his consistent stan-
dards, and the recent conversion of the old Courier Mail 
Building in Queen Street to the elegant "Qantas House" 
serves to endorse this view. 



Patient protection 
starts with 
the floor in these 
modern hospitals. 
Static electricity, a traditional hazard to 
patients in operating theatres, is automatically 
dissipated by Dunlop Amtico Conductive 
Vinyl Tiles. Hospitals enjoy longer service life 
from Amtico Tiles too. The greater---"—
thickness can mean as much as a third more 
use before replacement. 

Dunlop Amtico 
Conductive Vinyl. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA- 
• Northern Community Hospital, Prospect. 

Operating Theatre, Labour rooms, Work room. 
• Repatriation General Hospital, Springbank. 

Labour and Delivery Wards of Maternity Wing. Major and 
minor Operating Theatres. 

• Port Lincoln Hospital. 
Operating Theatres, Scrub up Rooms, Anaesthetic Rooms, 
Sub-sterile Room. 

• Soldiers' Memorial Hospital, Murray Bridge. 
Labour and Delivery Ward. 

NORTHERN TERRITORY- 
• Alice Springs Hospital. 

Operating Theatre, Labour Preparation Scrub up and 
Anaesthetic Rooms. 

NEW SOUTH WALES- 
• Cessnock Hospital. 
• Inverell District Hospital. 
• Royal North Shore Hospital. 
• Macleay District Hospital, Kempsey. 

QUEENSLAND- 
• Mater Misericordiae Hospital, Mackay. 

Maternity Birth Rooms. 
• Blackall Hospital, Blackall. 

Operating Theatre. 
• Stanthorpe Hospital, Stanthorpe. 

Minor Operating Theatre and Ante-room. 

TASMANIA- 
• Royal Hobart Hospital, Outpatients' Department. 

Operating Theatre. 
• Queen Alexandra Hospital, Hobart. 

Operating Theatre. 
• New Norfolk District Hospital, New Norfolk. 

Operating Theatre. 
• Queen Victoria Hospital, Launceston. 

Operating Theatre. 

Already in use in these 
progressive Australian hospitals 
• Ulverstone Public Hospital, Ulverstone. 

Operating Theatre. 
• Burnie District Hospital, Burnie. 

Operating Theatre. 
• Smithton District Hospital, Smithton. 

Operating Theatre. 
• Wynyard Hospital, Wynyard. 

Operating Theatre. 
• Mersey Hospital, Latrobe. 

Operating Theatre. 

VICTORIA- 
• Alfred Hospital, Prahran. 

Casualty Theatre Suite. 
• Ainsley Private Hospital, Glenhuntly. 

Operating Theatre. 
• Colac District Hospital, Colac. 

Operating Theatre and Birth Room. 
• Daylesford District Hospital, Daylesford. 

Operating Theatre Suite. 
• Dental Hospital of Melbourne, Melbourne. 

Two Operating Theatres. 
• Edenhope and District Hospital, Edenhope. 

Operating Theatre. 
• Essendon and District Memorial Hospital, Essendon. 

Operating Theatre. 
• Maryborough and District Hospital, Maryborough. 

Operating Theatre Suite. 
• Mercy Hospital, East Melbourne. 

Operating Theatre. 
• Goulburn Valley Base Hospital, Mooroopna. 

Operating Theatre. 
• Preston & Northcote Community Hospital, Preston. 

Outpatients' Theatre. 
• Royal Children's Hospital, Parkville. 

Operating Theatre, Tonsil Theatre and Lobby and X-ray 
Section. 

• Werribee District Hospital, Werribee. 
Operating Theatre. 

DUN148 
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Call dunlop flooring service 
for immediate specific 

advice_ or samples 

DUNLOP RUBBER AUSTRALIA LIMITED. 

MELBOURNE 
BRISBANE 
ADELAIDE 
LAUNCESTON 
SYDNEY 
PERTH 
HOBART 

96 Flinders Street, 63 0371. 
Centenary Place, 31 0271. 
131-133 Pirie Street, 23 2611. 
18 Paterson Street, 2 2067. 
27-33 Wentworth Avenue, 2 0969. 
424 Murray Street, 21 8141. 
27 Argyle Street, 33 515. 
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