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If The Fourth Trade and Technical Literature Competition 
will this year be jointly sponsored by the N.S.W. Chapter, 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects, and the Sydney 
Building Information Centre Limited. Objects of this com-
petition are as follows:— (a) to promote the production of 
concise and informative trade and technical literature for 
the building industry. (b) To help users of trade literature 
by encouraging manufacturers to adopt international A-4 
(8â" width x IIii" length) paper size, and to classify it 
under the international SfB/U.D.C. system. (c) To encourage 
adoption of the R.A.I.A. Recommendation for the Standar-
disation of Trade and Technical Literature. The following 
assessors have been nominated by the President of !he 
N.S.W. Chapter, Royal Australian Institute of Architects: 
Mr. Brian Cassidy, A.R.A.I.A., A.R.I.B.A.; Mr. G. Flam-
mang, Centre. Manager, Sydney Building Information Centre 
Limited. The competition is open to literature other than 
space and prestige advertising and House magazines. It may 
be produced by manufacturers or merchants of building 
materials and equipment by associations of such manufac-
turers or by any other bodies connected with building. En-
tries will be divided into four groups: Group 1—single 
sheets, printed one or two sides; Group II — Folder, four 
pages from single sheet folded once; Group Ill — Books and 
catalogues (any form of bound publication, which includes 
stapling, stitching, spiral binding, etc.); Group IV — Tech-
nical Bulletins. Group IV includes literature produced by 
Trade and Professional Associations, Institutes, Government 
Departments and Research Organisations. All entries must 
be received by the Sydney Building Information Centre 
Limited by noon on August 23rd, 1965. Entry forms are 
available from the Sydney Building Information Centre 
Limited, and entry for the competition is free. 
(( The recent architecture students' conference recommended 
the establishment of a sort of peace corps. C-S has re-
ceived notice from the Overseas Service Bureau that Kuala 
Lumpur Technical College wants architects to teach, pre-
ferably graduates with some practical experience; and that 
the Ahmado Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria (which has a New 
Zealand Vice-Chancellor) is desperate for help with the 
Architecture Faculty. Fares would be paid. For these and 
other overseas positions, contact the Overseas Service 
Bureau, 124 Jolimont Road, East Melbourne, C.2, Victoria. 
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From this photograph, one might say that this Red Cross 
Blood Transfusion Centre, Pirie Street, Adelaide, was a dour 
and exsanguine job. But a C-S observer in Adelaide writes 

In the flesh this is a carefully and competently detailed 
building. Its immediate visual appeal lies in the contras+ 
between the white precast window frames and the attractive 
"sandtex" bricks which are quite a brilliant tone. The effect 
of the red masonry tails off somewhat at ground floor level 
where 3 panels and return walls along the centre driveway 
are of anaemic-looking grey cement blocks—a somewhat 
less pleasing aspect but offset by a brilliant green marble 
'feature' panel behind the planting and attached to the 
main entrance doors—a remarkable show of colour in fact, 
with equally remarkable figurings and matched green 
patterns". Cost £150,000. Construction: steel and conc. 
frame. Milne, Boehm, Twopenny & Hodge, archts; W. E. 
Bassett & Ptners, mech. engrs; E. A. Ingram & Assoc., elec. 
engrs; Wm. Essery & Sons Pty. Ltd., bldrs. 
IT The architect for the La Salle building was Ian McKay; 
Civil and Civic was the contractor and the cost was 
£500,000. C-S apologises for the unfortunate omission of 
these facts in last month's issue, No. 152. 
(( The journal "Architecture, Building, Engineering"; kind 
enough to report in their July issue the visit of R.A.I.A. 
President Mr. Gavin Walkley to the Q'land Chapter of the 
R.A.I.A., could have shown a little more decorum in the 
captions to the photos of members that accompanied the 
news item. Four smiling members were bye-lined thus: 
They all knew how to say cheese. This is definitely NOT a 

toothpaste advertisement!" A.E.B's. camera also caught 
former Chapter President Tom Cross "Poker-faced ... tell-
ing a good one". Without being drab is it necessary to 
force the joviality quite so much? 
Of more substantial interest in the same issue of the A.E.B., 
the cover photograph showed "how St. John's Anglican 
Cathedral in Brisbane will look after extension work is 
carried out costing £650,000. It will result in the cathedral 
being one of the most magnificent Gothic structures in Aus-
tralia and the last to be built in the world. The initial 
work, to cost £516,212, will be carried out jointly by a 
Pioneer Concrete Services subsidiary and the Stones Firms 
Ltd., of England. The joint venture has been welcomed by 
architects Messrs. A. H. Conrad and T. V. F. Gargett be-
cause of Pioneer's substantial raw material deposits and long 
history in stone-masonry and the English company's vas+ ex-
perience in cathedral construction and restoration. The 
Stones Firms Ltd. will provide key personnel, skilled masons 
and specialised machinery". C-S readers will recall C-S's 
intemperate criticism of the Cathedral extension in Issue No. 
146, which reflected the opinion of some clerical and archi-
tectural gentlemen, who were apparently unconcerned at the 
loss of employment that failure to proceed with the exten-
sions would have precipitated. 
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In Brisbane the H'quarters of the Creche and Kindergarten 
Assoc'n of Q'land and the B'bane K'garten Teachers' College 
is another competent building from the partnership of 
Thynne, Denham and Associates. Sun control is accurate and 
the two and three-storey blocks are well integrated on a 
difficult site. Direct and unpretentious detailing, no cos-
metic features and a straightforward expression of struc-
ture add up to a well-proportioned simplicity — rare enough 
qualities these days. R. J. McWilliam & Ptners, str. engrs; 
Rider Hunt & Ptners, q. surveyors. 



Q C-S under attack from both ends of the country: From 
W.A. "Dear Sir, Your excellent pamphlet of architectural 
comment is held in fair esteem by the more discerning mem-
bers of the building industry. Alas, like all we weak mortals, 
you occasionally lapse into errors of fact as well as judg-
ment. The comment in your June 1st issue 152 concerning 
W.A. builders and coloured drawings is a sufficient example 
for our purpose. It is true that builders here have expressed 
some concern over the extremely small number of architects 
who make any attempt to offer colour upon their drawings—
whether they be for alterations or new work. A request was 
made to the local architects body to urge their members to 
adjust the situation. It is also true that the use of CA25 
was suggested since the architects' own august body, 
R.A.I.A., were much concerned with the preparation of the 
Standard—a mere 10 years ago. The recommendations 
under Section 9, Representation of Materials, were agreed 
upon it must be presumed, by practising architects. The 
fact that, apart from the State Public Works Department, 
only one or two architects in Perth make a practice of 
representing materials in such eminently sensible and prac-
tical ways is thoroughly deplored by builders. But your actual 
comment on the situation is fatuous in the extreme. You 
say '. 	. it is doubtful whether many builders have actually 
seen drawings finished in the colours recommended in the 
antiquated document referred to, they are hideous'. Is it 
not pertinent to remind you that a document 10 years old 
is ineptly described by the term "antiquated". Is it not 
also pertinent to suggest that the architectural profession 
had the opportunity to protest against the recommendations 
in the Standard at any time since 1955? Perhaps the need 
of architects to use the Standards published concerning ma-
terials, etc., in all their specifications is not a tacit accep-
tance of S.A.A. as arbiter in all things building-wise, but it 
does seem slightly odd that they should be so biting about 
this particular Standard. Could it be because it vitally 
affects what they do rather than what the construction side 
of the industry does? And as for the precious coda to your 
statement—'they are hideous'—such 'long-hair' stuff will 
always fall on deaf ears in the construction industry. It is 
too much to suggest that simple colours such as Burnt sienna, 
Chrome yellow, Cadmium red, etc., serve excellently for the 
purpose mentioned in the Standard—to represent materials? 
It must be admitted that drawings completed with such 
colours for the strictly utilitarian purpose of clarity and ease 
of use will hardly start a 'new-wave', a 'with-it' movement 
to which all aspiring architects can contribute and gather to 
admire each others unique inspirations — complete with 
beards, corduroy trousers and hooked pipes. But then, will 
building in Australia plummet to depths of barbarism pre-
viously unheard of, or become totally moribund as a craft, 
because it feels that coloured drawings (hideously or other-
wise) assist in working processes. Come off it lad! Let us 
have your practical criticism by all means, we can all profit 
from it. But no one profits from this sort of gobbledygook". 
A. J. Mander, Assistant Secretary, Master Builders' Associa-
tion of W.A. (CA25 has of course been recently reprinted 
although there are still some recommendations contained in 
it (notably the method of showing openable windows) that 
it would be only slightly unfair to call "antiquated". Agreed, 
that to be concerned over the ugliness of an otherwise effec-
tive and clear means of communication does sound like a 
preciously irrelevant comment, doesn't it darling? Speaking 
practically and further, CA25 lists no colour (apart from 
solid black for metals generally) for roof plumbers' work 
e.g. flashings. In his youth while working in an archi-
tect's office gaining what might be laughingly called prac-
tical experience, the C-S Editor recalls spending days apply-
ing French Ultramarine to such items, and later, working in 
other places, being convinced that a carefully annotated 
drawing needed no colour, was faster to produce and just as 
satisfactory to most builders. But the argument is not con-
clusive. Rationalisation of working drawing practice is still 
an open subject with much more research to be done yet. 
There was a note in the S.A.A. Monthly Information Sheet 
for April of this year to the effect that "Several new build-
ing industry committees are in process of formation, includ- 
ing drawing office practice . 	" Editor.) 
From Queensland. "Dear Sir, Why must all Melbourne ar-
chitectural critics consider Brisbane and much of Queensland 
to have a tropical climate? A simple knowledge of geo-
graphy should dispel doubts, and a winter spent in, say, 
Stanthorpe, would make even a Melbournian shiver. Come 
out of your ivory tower of theory and learn a little of prac-
tice before being so naively critical. I refer particularly to 

your remarks on two homes in the July issue of "Cross-
Section" which shows a complete lack of knowledge of con-
ditions. Constructive criticism is welcomed, but ignorance 
not". Bruce D. Paulsen. (Very pleased to hear that there 
are places in Queensland colder than Melbourne, but in-
clined to think this is hearsay. Has Mr. Paulsen ever been 
to Melbourne? The comment in the July issue of C-S on the 
two homes mentioned was intended to convey the message 
that there are two schools of thought amongst Queensland's 
architects—one school believes that local sub-tropical to 
tropical climates require special considerations that should 
be evident in the shape and structure of buildings; another 
school believes, with Mr. Paulsen, that this is an exaggera-
tion of climatic fact and influence. To recognise that this 
difference of opinion exists does not seem to be an ivory 
tower attitude or ignorance. Constructive criticism can only 
mean offering better solutions to an architect other than the 
solutions he has chosen for a particular job. Surely this is 
more presumptuous than merely giving a consumer report, or 
comparing ideologies? — Editor). 
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This twenty-storey block of flats of Debneys Estate, Fleming-
ton, is typical of many being erected in the inner suburban 
areas of Melbourne as part of the slum reclamation and 
urban renewal programme of the Victorian Housing Com-
mission. The Vic. H.C. claims that building tall blocks and 
accommodating a high density of population is the only 
way to compensate for buying such expensive land, and 
their claim can be verified with economic statistics. The pre-
cast concrete panel construction with standard aluminium 
double hung windows is also an economically justifiable ex-
pedient. The social difficulties of parent supervision from 
many floors above of children playing on the ground, and 
the dangers of children falling from balconies have not been 
disregarded—the policy is not to let upper storey apart-
ments to families with very young children. The view from 
top flats is often superb. Sociological arguments can be 
advanced to support high-rise living as well as to deny it, 
and random collections of occupants' opinions give no clear 
guide as to whether the flats are altogether successfully 
acceptable. A proper survey of reactions will no doubt be 
done in due course by the H.C. What does not seem to 
be a matter of opinion nor of statistical evidence is the 
actual appearance of these blocks to an outside observer. 
They are grim, ill-proportioned and unsympathetic to the 
environment in which they occur. At least the slums they 
replace were capable of arousing affection. Is it too much 
to hope that the provision of light, ventilation and decent 
sanitary equipment that would redeem any slum, need not 
require the construction of such gaunt monoliths? Do archi-
tects and social workers really believe that this is the best 
we can do? Or must we admit that the community can 
afford no better? Imagine Carlton, which for all its queasy 
lanes and backyards, is still a lively heterogeneous city, even-
tually covered with this sort of multi-storey accommodation. 
The prospect is terrifying. 

N.Z. Cabinet has approved the Basil Spence design (July 
C-S) for a new Parliamentary Building and authorised the 
Gov't Architect to prepare working drawings and cost 

estimates. 
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Photo: Scott Polkinhorne & Owen Stevens Pty. Ltd. 

The Commonwealth Reserve Bank building, Martin Place, 
Sydney (left hand column) was designed by a committee 
composed of Mr. C. McGrouther (Reserve Bank); Mr. C. D. 
Osborne (Director of Architecture, C.W.D.); Mr. R. M. Ure 
(Chief Design Archt., C.W.D.), Mr. F. J. Crocker (Assistant-
in-Charge Bank & Special Projects Section, C.W.D.), and 
Mr. G. A. Rowe (Assistant A.I.C.), with Professor H. Ing-
ham Ashworth, design consultant. D. Rudd & Partners were 
consulting engineers for mech. and hydraulic services. E. A. 
Watts Pty. Ltd., bldrs. Twenty-two floors above Macquarie 
Street and three basements. Columns faced with granite, 
spandrel panels in white marble. Sculpture on Martin Place 
colonnade by Margel Hender, lift foyer wall sculpture by 
Bim Hilder; the former a good piece in its own right but 
quite irrelevant in its setting; the latter a loose scattering 
of metal shapes, like the innards of an exploding clock. Ex-
ternally the monumental scale and the lavish stone facing 
presumably give the dignified grandeur which is to be asso-
ciated with a great bank; but inside, the gold anodised 
aluminium ceiling in the banking and bonds chamber makes 
one wonder what the "reserve" in the Reserve bank stands 
for. Beneath the indulgence of these magniloquent finishes, 
the detailing and general design is professional and pain-
staking. 
¶ The Chairman of the Nuffield Foundation Australian Ad-
visory Committee, Mr. C. R. Darvall, announced that a 
grant of £1,150 has been made to Mr. B. S. Saini, Senior 
Lecturer, School of Architecture and Building, University of 
Melbourne, for the project "Problems in building and plan-
ning in the tropics". The study will be largely confined to 
the arid zone of central and northern Australia. The grant 
will assist a series of sample field surveys which could be 
useful in developing a valid architectural approach adapta-
tion and survival. 

Above, two of Pettit and Sevitt's latest merchant built homes: 
Mark VII "Gambrel" and Mark V "Two Storey"—the latter 
21 squares for £8,000! A good place for a party (P &S 
held one there for architects), the "Two Storey" encourages 
a gracious living pattern and a maid (preferably from the 
Deep South) would be a must. Other musts are a 5 acre 
site and a long winding drive, for its giant scale makes it 
a poor mixer. Much more neighbourly is the modest "Gam-
brel", half the size for little more than half the cost. In 
most of the P &S houses variations are numerous and in-
genious. Catering to clients' differing tastes has been the 
death of some merchant builders, but Pettit & Sevitt seem 
to thrive on it, and their after-sales radio controlled service 
vans are becoming a familiar sight around Sydney. Ancher, 
Mortlock, Murray and Woolley were the architects for these 
designs. 
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Houston Building, corner of Queen and Little Bourke Sts., Melbourne. 
Architect: E. & G. Kolle & Associates Pty. Ltd. 
Builder: Clementsons Pty. Ltd. 
Managing Agents: Jones, Lang, Wootton. 

One phone call gets Dunlop Flooring • 
Service experts on the job considering 
your problems; advising, recommending 
and, finally, supplying and installing. 
The Dunlop range of flooring materials 
includes Rubber, Vinyl Asbestos Tiles, 
Amtico Vinyl Tiles, Parquetry, and Lino. 

To help you get the best results 
Dunlop Flooring experts are 
available in all major centres. 

Why not phone Dunlop 
Flooring Service ? 
Dunlop Flooring Service will 
install in the Houston Building, 
pictured at left, 
13,000 sq. yds. of Dunlop Vinyl 
Asbestos Tiles and 10,000 feet 
of 4" Dunlop Vinyl Skirting. 
MELBOURNE 96 Flinders Street. 63 0371 
SYDNEY 
	

27-33 Wentworth Avenue. 2 0969 
BRISBANE 
	

Centenary Place. 31 0271 
PERTH 
	

424 Murray Street. 21 8141 
ADELAIDE 
	

131-133 Pirie Street. 23 2611 
HOBART 
	

27 Argyle Street. 3 3515 
LAUNCESTON 18 Paterson Street. 2 2067 
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