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Illustrations above of Civil and Chemical Engineering Build-
ings, U. of Sydney; Ancher Mortlock Murray & Woolley, 
archts. While being relatively easy to visualise a total concept 
from two existing buildings and sketches of future buildings, 
it is stili difficult to criticise. This is especially so when the 
second building is a good deal better than the first and 
the sketches show greater promise still. Suffice it to say 
that at this stage, Sydney University looks like getting its 
first large-scale dose of architectural discipline since Blackett. 
Perhaps from an aesthetic point of view, although certainly 
not from a planning view-point, if is as well that City Road 
cuts the new precinct off from the existing jungle. The new 
atmosphere is quiet, understated, almost dull compared with 
the landscaped office blocks across the road, and manages 
to convey an Engineering character—one couldn't study Arts 
in these buildings. A pity it is then to find confusion in 
expression of structure (3' 0" deep edge beams at floors and 
roofs but omitted where they really count at courtyard en-
trance to basement), choice of materials (pre-cast concrete 
handrails alongside easily damaged copper sills) and a 
sometimes hesitant handling of windows, parapets and 

Chemical Engineering 

porches. Nevertheless, there are very good things about 
these buildings—an immensely strong stair tower topped with 
a tall blue water tank; spectacular laboratory spaces and a 
courtyard chock-full of academic dignity. This could be a 

reasonable way of building a University—pick a good firm 
of architects and give them a whole precinct. It puts the 
onus of selection or at least recommendation on the Univer-
sity Architect-Planner, in this case Wally Abraham, bitter 
critic of Cross-Section's recent article on the new Macquarie 
University, who has just been appointed Macquarie's 
Architect-Planner. C-S wishes him well. 

Frederick Romberg, F.R.A.I.A. (of Romberg & Boyd, 
archts) has been appointed to the newly established Chair 
of Architecture, University of Newcastle, N.S.W. Meantime, 
the long-vacant Chair of Architecture at U. of Sydney is 
still unoccupied. 
¶ Daryl Jackson, B.Arch. (Melb.), A.R.A.I.A., A.R.I.B.A., has 
been appointed Director, R.V.I.A. Small Homes Service. He 
succeeds Jack Clarke. 
II Considerable interest has been aroused in Perth by news 
of the appointment by the City Council, of Mr. Paul Ritter. 
He will be arriving from U.K. in June to head a new City 
Planning Department, with the major task of preparing a 
town planning scheme to implement legislation under the 
Metropolitan Regional Scheme. Major development plans 
for the future of at least three city areas, are related to 
decisions already made on the perimeter road system. 
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Whitley College (Baptist) at Royal Parade, Parkville (Vic.) 
accommodates at present 70 students and 4 tutors and ulti-
mately 97 students and 8 tutors around a 90' diam. clois-
tered courtyard. Construction: load bearing conc. block 
walls; flat slab at first floor. Internally, most walls are 
bagged and painted and ceilings plastered. Cost £201,000, 
including shelled area for the completed college. In Melb., 
comment on this new bldg for student housing has been upon 
the closed circular form which makes future extensions diffi-
cult (should the college ever wish to exceed 97 students) 
and more generally upon the propriety of housing a rela-
tively small number of students in an area where land values 
are fantastically high, and developing the site at such a 
low density. Mockridge, Stahle & Mitchell, archts; J. L. & 
E. M. Daly Pty. Ltd., str. engrs; W. C. Jewell & Assoc., mech. 
& elec. engrs; Prentice Builders Pty. Ltd., bldrs. 

 

 

Sketch plans of the next building to be constructed at the 
University of Queensland Farm at Moggil. Stage I expected 
to cost £32,000. J. P. Birrell, University Archt. It appears 
That the cows will be housed in buildings potentially more 
interesting than what is usually designed for student housing. 
But they don't really have feelings like us, do they? 

 

 

Photo: Arnold Studios 

This house (interior shown above), designed by John Chap-
pel, was awarded the R.A.I.A. (S.A. Chapter) plaque for 
domestic architecture (a triennial award). The client's wish 
was for an "American Style Ranch House", and as built, the 
house has all the characteristics of the idiom—U-shaped 
plan wrapped around the swimming pool, exposed timber 
beams, white painted brick and lavish bathrooms—items 
which the Australian House & Garden, May '65, gushed over 
in extravagant prose. But the fact that the various features 
can be easily identified and traced to their source need not 
detract from the actual handsomeness of the internal spaces 
and the simplicity of the exterior. 
If W.A. Builders are worried because architects are appar-
ently less inclined to producing fully-coloured sets of work-
ing drawings. The MBF is requesting compliance with the 
SAA Code but it is doubtful whether many builders have 
actually seen drawings finished in the colours recommended 
in the antiquated document referred to, they are hideous. 
Heartening, therefore, to learn that SAA is forming a com-
mittee to review architectural drawing practice standards. 
Disheartening to find that otherwise progressive contractors 
can lean towards outdated traditions. 
IT Mr. Gavin Walkley, President of the RATA, opened up his 
term with a widely publicised pronouncement, in Perth, that 
most Australians do not see the ugliness in their cities. 
"They seem to go about them with unseeing eyes." A swift 
check by "The Australian" amongst some well-known socialites 
confirmed that +hese ladies see beauty wherever they go. 
Perhaps our ugliness is only skin deep. In Canberra, the 
A.C.T. member M. J. R. Fraser agreed with Mr. Walkley, but 
observed that "a lot of ugliness is foisted upon us by archi-
tects themselves". 

 

The aesthetic advisory committee established in Perth (see 
C-S No. 143) has met with opposition, but could certainly 
do some good work in the direction of control of roof-top 
excrescences. Designers of some buildings seem to be ob-
livious of the fact that their work can be overlooked from 
adjacent higher blocks: the example given here is unfor-
tunately symptomatic of a prevailing attitude. Admittedly 
a few exceptions are worthy of note, where the architect 
has considered the neighbours—to the extent in one case 
at least, of providing a nicely-designed roof surface pattern 
-for their enjoyment. Another regrettable tendency is that of 
planting pylon terminals on tall buildings—as weather bea-
cons or traffic-accident registers. Now that each of these 
has been employed, who will come forward with the next 
bright idea for an illuminated phallic symbol? 
jj In the battle for increased density of housing, another 
point has been gained by the recent approval by Perth Shire 
Council of the proposals for Harborne Park Estate (see C-S 
No. 149). This "cluster" development scheme now awaits 
the blessing of the Minister for Town Planning. 
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Perspective of proposed Canberra Yacht Club, R. Krastins 
and Robert G. Warren & Partners, archts in association. The 
Department of the Interior has granted a site on the southern 
shore of Lake Burley Griffin, commanding an outlook over 
the western basin. The Club houses boats, toilets, services 
with Junior Club room underneath and offices, lounge, dining 
and bars over. Construction: Steel frame, conc. floors, conc. 
block. 

  

 

• Photo: Arthur Cratchley 

Wollongong Teachers' College is being built on a 17-acre 
site at the foot of Mt. Keira, N.S.W. Eventual max. enrol-
ment 700 students. First stage nearing completion: Admin., 
Library, Music Room, Teaching Unit, Gym. and playing fields. 
Materials: concrete in precast, in-situ and block; aluminium 
deck roofs, aluminium windows. Cement render murals in 
the library by Emanuel Raft. Vigorous architecture, and 
welcome for that, but one is left slightly suspicious of some 
of the exaggerated forms. Worth visiting to see how they 
effect the building in use. Joint architects: N.S.W. Govt. 
Archt. and Joseland & Gilling. Woolacott Hale Bond & 
Corlett, str. engrs; Rankine & Hill, Slocum & Fuller, mech. 
engrs; Hughes Bros. Pty. Ltd., bldrs. 

  

This new Clubhouse for Castlecove Country Club (N.S.W. 
was recently completed. Harold H. Smith & Jesse, archts. 
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It was considered that these new premises for the Salvation 
Army in Perth (known as The Railton, and built at a cos+ 
of approx. £1k million) appeared better in the 'undressed' 
state than in the final form. Regardless of the obvious im-
provement on the original premises, the internal comforts 
are hardly sufficient to allay the visual discomforts of the 
exterior. The considerable number of materials used by the 
architects (Forbes & Fitzhardinge) is not an exceptional 
characteristic of work which is going on in Perth, now, but 
this is an outstanding example. Whilst colour and texture 
are essential aids to the definition of mass, there seems 
small reason to clad three tower walls with "salmon" bricks 
with a pattern of projecting stretchers in dark bricks and 
to reverse the procedure on the fourth side. The lack of 
restraint evident in choice of finishing materials shows over-
emphasis on visual possibilities rather than the technical 
possibilities. The building could have been handsome if the 
cladding had been more simple. The bldg. comprises base-
ment, ground and seven floors, with an eighth-story roof 
garden. 

  

Cooks Travel Bureau in Pit+ Street, Sydney, was designed by 
R. F. Gibson, archt, of Brisbane. McWilliam & Partners, 
engrs. This is a change — gland archt. commissioned by 
Southern-based clients to carry out their projects in Southern 
States — in Adelaide, Sydney and in Auckland, N.Z. The 
high standard of these designs from the Gibson office is 
the reason for this unusual direction of flow. 



If you have to -ban 
stiletto heels, 

It isn't Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos. 

Let's face it. Shoe Fashions haven't changed. 
Stiletto heels are still in. 

Which is a very good reason for the installation of 
Vinyl Asbestos Tiles. 

They resist stiletto attacks like no other floor. 
And as the colour goes right through the tile, 

they never look as though they're wearing. Just beautiful. 
Another very good reason for Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos Tiles 

is the way they resist dampness. 
Normal rising moisture just isn't a problem. 

No wonder more than 80 per cent of the smooth surface tiles 
made in America contain asbestos. 

Take the best way out. Use Dunlop Vinyl Asbestos Tiles. 
They make floors last. Anywhere. Homes, hospitals, 

offices, factories. 

96 Flinders Street, Melbourne 630371. 
27-33 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney 2 0969. 

Centenary Place, Brisbane 310271 
424 Murray Street, Perth 218141. 

131-133 Pirie Street, Adelaide 232611. 
27 Argyle Street, Hobart 3 3515. 
18 Paterson Street, Launceston 2 2067. 
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