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11 Leiter to the Editor, Cross-Section (this letter was received 
16 Feb. '65, too late for the March issue, and the April 
C-S was otherwise occupied; but since C-S receives few 
letters of such length, better publish it late than never). 

"Dear Sir: In your February issue you quote an unnamed 
Canberra architect in support of your condemnation of the 
drawings issued for the guidance of prospective developers 
of a site for residential flats in the Canberra suburb of 
Hackett. The drawings are a diagrammatic presentation 
of a design for the site prepared by an eminent archi-
tectural firm and if your correspondent imagines these to 
be an "open and gratuitous insult to architecture and 
architects" it might be as well for him (and you) to know 
that he has unwittingly been guilty of an open and 
gratuitous insult to a firm of fellow practitioners. You 

yourself find the diagrams "anaemic and niggardly" an 
epithet which while clearly indicating disapproval, reveals 

a complete and perhaps deliberate misunderstanding of 
their purpose. The drawings are prepared for the guid-

ance of the developer (not architects) and as well as 
indicating an acceptable form of development of the 

particular site, enable the developer to assess the develop-
ment rights (and responsibilities) attaching to the land 
and bid accordingly. The "suggestion" conveyed by the 
diagrams is not necessarily "dictatorial" (I quote your 

words). In the unlikely event of the developer employing 

an architect at all, and the even less likely event of the 
architect being competent to improve upon the scheme as 

outlined, its observance is not mandatory; provided of 

course that the proposal is within the general limits of 

site development conveyed by the conditions of the sale. 
This qualification is important as the employment of an 

architect by a commercial developer usually demands that 

the architect should justify his fees, not only by producing 
a design which is aesthetically superior than would other-
wise be the case, but a development which will also prove 

more profitable. Efforts to maximise the profitability 
usually result in designs which exceed the limits of 
height, bulk, site coverage and so on, schemes which may 

on occasion even be photogenic architecture but are 

unacceptable because they are inimical to the "good of 

the community environment" and/or exceed the develop-

ment rights upon which the other unsuccessful bidders 
for the land had made their bids. Rejection of such a 
scheme may give rise to considerable resentment on the 
part of the architect concerned and lead to a public 

denunciation of the administering authorities. The issue 
of a set of drawings outlining a design by competent 

architects before the land is offered for sale seems to be 
the only simple means by which the intentions of the 
planning and leasing authorities can be conveyed (a 

course which you admit to be reasonable) and the only 
means of ensuring that those intentions are accorded due 
observance. The issue then is whether the standards 
indicated on such drawings are good enough, even though 
they may be offered only as diagrams which any archi-
tect (or non-architect) is free to improve upon. If you 
and your unnamed Canberra correspondent are really so 
horrified by these diagrams you should know that similar 
buildings have already been built in Canberra without 
arousing any hostile reaction, they are not at all 
"anaemic" and in fact don't look too bad, even though 
hardly worthy of notice in your monthly leaflet. This 
leads me to suspect that your Canberra correspondent as 
quoted is a figment of your fertile editorial imagination 
and that your own architectural imagination is too limited 
to translate line diagrams. I have always believed Cross-
Section to be little more than an amusing review of 
photographs of buildings; your pithy evaluations of these 
photographs is inevitably influenced more by the skill of 
the photographer than the quality of the building. You 
have now shown a similar superficiality in passing judge-
ment on drawings and this leads me to wonder whether 
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you may not be under some difficulty in understanding 
the written word. If you feel bound to comment on this 
letter in Cross-Section I must ask you to reproduce it in 
its entirety and as your judgements depend so much on 
illustration it might help if you had a photograph of me. 
Yours faithfully, Peter Harrison. * 

* This letter is written in my capacity as a foundation 
member of a society now in process of formation, not as 
an office-bearer of the R.A.I.A. or an employee of the 
National Capital Development Commission. The new 
organisation will probably be known as the Society for the 
Amelioration of Journalistic Ratbaggery in Urban Affairs." 

Editor's reply: To take the last two points first: I. Mr. Har-
rison is of the opinion that C-S's comments are based only 
upon photographic evidence. Let me assure him that they 
are not, but upon the first hand reports of observers in each 
State and in the A.C.T.; except in instances where the 
comment is about the programme rather than the execution. 
Having seen Mr. Harrison in the flesh, I don't believe that 
showing a photograph of him would have any bearing, one 
way or the other upon his argument. Since Mr. Harrison 
presumably has not seen all the buildings whose captioned 
photographs appear in C-S, how, except on the evidence of 
those same photos can he claim to judge superficiality 
(except superficially). 2. The Canberra correspondent 
quoted in the February issue is certainly not a figment of 
my fertile imagination, and is more qualified than most 
architects to translate line diagrams. 3. On the issue of 
the quality of the "guidance drawings"; to fully develop and 
explain the criteria involved would be too basic and involved 
a discussion to enter into in C-S's pages, but suffice it to 
say that the opinion of C-S in this matter is shared by other 
architects familiar with the Canberra scene. Mr. Harrison 
seems to believe that the "guidance drawings" would only 
be used by a developer who was not intending to employ 
an architect and that for a developer this design will be 
good enough. If an architect appears to be commissioned, 
Mr. Harrison speaks of the "even less likely even+ of the 
architect being competent to improve upon the scheme as 
outlined." It is this belief of Mr. Harrison's, that the pub-
lished design guide is better than any likely to be pro-
duced by a privately-commissioned architect, that C-S's 
Canberra correspondent felt was an "open and gratuitous 
insult to architecture and architects." I believe that for any 
"developer" building in the A.C.T., employment of an archi-
tect should be mandatory and that then a drawn design 
guide (as distinct from a design brief) ought to be un-
necessary. Admittedly some architects would still make a 
mess of it. Yours, etc., Neville Quarry, Editor of Cross-
Section. 
If In C-S No. 140, June 1964, a photo of a model of the 
Australian Square circular tower was accompanied by a 
statement (based on information from the office of Harry 
Seidler & Associates, architects) which said among other 
things "A plastic stress-analysis model 10 ft. high is being 
tested at laboratories in Bergamo, Italy." Cross-Section has 
received a letter from Professor F. S. Shaw, Head of the 
Dept. of Structural Engineering, U. of N.S.W., in which he 
says: "To the best of my knowledge that statement is in-
correct. There was some talk at one stage by Mr. Harry 
Seidler that this might happen; however it is my belief that 
it did not eventuate. On the contrary, it is a fact that a 
model analysis of the Australia Square circular tower build-
ing is currently being carried out in my Department, not at 
the request of Mr. Seidler, but directly for Civil and Civic. 
The model is a little over 20' 0" high, and its experimental 
analysis has been under way for some time. In addition to 
this task, other analyses of different aspects of the structure 
are also current using on the one hand an electronic digital 
computer and on the other the photo-elastic experimental 
technique. As you will appreciate, analysis of this structure 
is quite difficult, and use of all three analysis tools, i.e. 
model analysis, digital computer, photo-elasticity, in a com-
plementary and interlocking manner has been necessary." 
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It must be one of three things—that in Sydney the builders 
of project houses are more courageous, the purchasers 
more sophisticated, or the architects better designers than 
in the other capital cities — which produces examples of 
such controlled good taste and imagination as the Shereline 
"Executive" house (above), designed by arch+. Bruce Rick-
ard. The Pettit-Sevitt-built, Woolley-designed houses are 
another example of a standard met and a supply demanded, 
likewise the developer-built houses by Clarke Gazzard & 
Associates. Not that these are by any means typical of the 
Sydney spec. houses, but they represent a spark of enlighten-
ment and suggest an optimism that it is difficult to sustain 
elsewhere. (With rear covered terrace and double carport, 
the Shereline Exec. sells for £5,085). 

This is a model of a design for a standard country school 
house designed by the N.S.W. Public Works Dept. (David 
Turner, design archt.) an unaffected but emphatic state-
ment, simply put together with creosoted timbers and steel 
roof deck. Tenders have not yet been called for the proto-
type, so cost figures are not yet available. 

Design for a hospital for Aged Persons at Oxley, Q'Id, for 
the Canossian Daughters of Charity. Accommodation in-
cludes admin., kitchen, laundry, general services on ground 
floor and basement; Private and Ward Bedrooms, day lounge, 
control and service rooms on first, second and third floors. 
Externally, r.c. balconies and sun hoods are separated at the 
I0-10" module of internal room sizes. Theo Thynne, Denham 
& Associates, archts. 

Neatly detailed warehouse for Rigby Limited, publishers and 
book distributors, B'bane, in conc. block and steel roof deck. 
Lund Hutton & Newell, archts; A. Tod, str. engr; Rider Hun+ 
& Partners, q. surveyors. (Note the surrealistically pruned 
tree). 

1( Stuart McIntosh, winner of the U. of gland Great Hall 
competition, has been asked to design from scratch a much 
more economical solution. Tenders on the winning design 
were over the estimate (two years after the competition 
results) —rising costs coupled with foundation troubles 
helped force the costs up. The new design has not been 
published, but it will be a humbler project. McIntosh's part-
ner, R. Garner, has returned to Melbourne. On the whole a 
rather tragic result to a project of some promise. After the 
Opera House, and some confusion over the intent of the 
Melbourne City Block Development competition, and the 
rather glum lack of award of first and second prizes in the 
Sunday Telegraph Ideal Home of the Year contest, the 
whole system of arch'I competitions seems to have taken a 
pretty hard knock. All the public relations image promo-
tions will do no good for the profession when fiascos such 
as these are evident to the public. One of the greatest 
attractions of arch'I competitions has always been the idea 
that they discover new talent and encourage provocative 
thoughts. This is exactly what they rarely seem to do. 
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This model is of the AMP Society's £3 mill. bldg. for the 
King William Street and North Terrace corner in Adelaide. 
The architects — Woods, Begot, Laybourne-Smith and Irwin 
— were quoted in the daily newspapers as having designed 
the building and its features to ensure that it would not be 
"dated". This is not intended as a comment upon the 
design, but upon the quotation: is there any need to be 
ashamed of a building showing its date? All the agreed 
masterpieces of the past are obviously dated, but we admire 
them no less because of it. Doesn't the effort to produce 
a timeless image show only more clearly than the merely 
fashionable attempt, the values that are prized at a par-
ticular moment of history? Not content with the claim of 
eternal satisfaction, the newspaper report throws in that 
other plug that is guaranteed to demonstrate that Australia 
is not falling behind the times—one of the archts in the 
firm designed the AMP "after studying worldwide develop-
ments in this field." C-S wishes that journalists and P.R. 
men would go on a few world trips to study the field of 
sensible architectural reporting. 

I The establishment of a chair in architecture at the Uni-
versity of W.A. has at last reached a more positive stage 
with Senate approval to the commencement of the course 
next year. Initially, the University course will be available to 
third year students from the Department of Architecture at 
Perth Technical College, but ultimately a five-years' under-
graduate course will develop. By that time, it is hoped that 
the College course will have found its new home, and new 
status, in the W.A. Institute of Technology now under con-
struction on a suburban site. 



This new h.q. for the Brisbane Division of the Australian 
Institute of Engineers is being erected in Upper Edward St., 
Brisbane. Cost £141,000. Theo Thynne, Denham & Asso-
ciates, archts. The engineers show their strength and willing-
ness as an organisation. Archts in Oland are wondering if 
they can show something similar at their newly acquired site 
on the river front at Coronation Drive. The financial prob-
lem could be solved by sale of debentures or by members 
acting as Bank Guarantors. (The Law Society in B'bane have 
done a similar thing). Archts must make an effort to main-
tain their professional role in public, and State H.Q's. of 
the Chapters should represent the high standard of arch'I 
skill that members profess. Every archi. in practice should 
be able to stand £100 guarantee for a Bank Loan and every 
Chapter could then enjoy decent accommodation. (N.S.W. 
Chapter already have new quarters of some dignity and 
brightness. The R.V.I.A. offices still languish in the gloomy 
warren above Kelvin Hall). 
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The 1965 Victoria Architectural Medals were awarded to 
Channel O Studios (photos above), Hassell McConnell & 
Partners, archts, in the category of general building and to 
a residence at Glenard Drive, Ivanhoe, Charles Duncan, 
archi. (C-S No. 142, Aug. '64) in the category of houses. 

The Fourteenth Annual Architectural Convention held in 
Melbourne March 29-April 2, to the theme "The Architect, 
Civic Development and Society" was successful in a con-
ventional way but the prepared papers seldom advanced 
any arguments than the obvious and did not generate much 
enthusiastic discussion. The most outspoken comment came 
from Mr. F. H. Rogan, Melbourne's Town Clerk, who criti-
cised the City Block competition, in that it sought quick 
answers on paper to a problem that ought to be studied 
by careful survey and attention to the widest implications 
for the city (Cross-Section will report on the prize-winning 
entries for the City Block Competition in the next issue. 
First prize: Leith & Bartlett; Second Prize: Domaine Russell 
Trundle Armstrong & Orton; Third Prize: Leslie M. Perrott & 
Partners. R.V.I.A. Small Homes Competition — First Prize: 
Peter Volmar; Second Prize: Graham Gunn; Third Prize 
(shared) Ian Smith & Linton Reynolds). Sir Alan Westerman, 
Secretary Department of Trade & Industry, claimed that the 
efficiency of Australian building in terms of return from 
investment was too low. Sir Arthur Stephenson told the 
Convention that architects have a lot of responsibility, need 
to work co-operatively with consultants and contractors and 
gain the confidence of clients. George Clarke illustrated 
the growth of Sydney and suggested that "modification of 
traditional property rights must come if our cities are to be 
re civilised". Harry Seidler wanted permissible site den-
sities reduced from twelve times the site area to a maxi-
mum of five. A.I.A. President Arthur Gould Odell Jr. 
spoke with erudition on the dangers of civic ugliness that 
beset Australian and American cities alike. The Hon. 
R. J. Hamer, Minister of Local Government, State of 
Victoria, expressed the opinion that "large scale planning 
and visionary action is imperative", "Federal Government 
should assist with grants and taxation concessions" and 
"Local Government, in partnership with private enterprise, 
must play a larger part as a planner and ground landlord." 
At the Forum "Development and Redevelopment" Robin 
Boyd classified three types of ugliness—aggressive, careless 
and unintentional and described constructive action that 
could be taken to deter each phase and Mr. T. V. Roe, 
President Real Estate and Stock Institute of Victoria, stirred 
some passion by pointing out that whereas in the U.S.A. 
depreciation of buildings was fax deductible, in Australia it 
was not, and that this fact greatly inhibited redevelopment. 
Mr. J. Alastair Hepburn, Chief Planner M. & M.B.W., de-
scribed various patterns that city development could take 
— from satellite suburbs to the linear metropolis, in a good 
summary of the alternative methods of growth. Mr. John 
Overall, Commissioner, N.C.D.C., showed slides of cities 
throughout the world and considered that with increasing 
height, city buildings "can rarely be things of beauty but 
rather massive structures and themselves the product of an 
age of automatic processes." 

The exhibition "Man in the Street" in the Cultural Centre 
Car Park attracted wide public as well as professional in-
terest and ably reinforced the Convention's theme. 
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Halifax Street Works Depot for the Corporation of the City 
of Adelaide. Includes office bldg (6,000 sq. ft.), Workshops 
bldg (7,500 sq. ft.), Store (19,000 sq. ft.) and Ablutions 
and Locker Room (1,000 sq. ft.). Visually the office front 
suffers from a confusion of verticals—black sunshade sup-
ports, alum, window mullions and exposed aggregate 
columns, each carefully and separately articulated but un-
related. Walkley & Welbourne, archts; N. G. Hosking, str. 
engr; V. Lindethal Pty. Ltd., bldr. 

The Walter Burley Griffin incinerator in Queen's Park, 
Ipswich, described as doomed in C-S No. 149, has been 
saved by a reversal of the previous demolition order by the 
Ipswich City Council. 



How to solve a flooring problem. 
Talk to an expert And in this case,  that means the 

Dunlop Flooring Service. Our men have to be experts. 
After all, Dunlop has Australia's largest range of 
smooth surface flooring. Rubber, Vinyl Asbestos. 

Parquetry, Cork and Flexible Vinyl Tiles. 
Linoleum. Carpet Underlay. And 

Amtico Vinyl Tiles. So naturally 
we provide the service to go 

with them. (And we follow your 
specifications to the letter). The 

next time a floor begins to look 
like a problem, give our experts a call. 

Dunlop Flooring Service. 96 Flinders Street, Melbourne. 
63 0371. 27-33 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney. 2 0959. Centenary 
Place, Brisbane. 310271. 424 Murray Street, Perth. 218141. 
131-133 Pirie Street, Adelaide. 23 2611. 27 Argyle Street, 
Hobart. 3 3515. 18 Paterson Street, Launceston. 2 2067 
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