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This is a perspective of the winning entry, by archts Gerd 
and Renate Block (Siemens' Bldg., Richmond, Melb., Can-
berra Mosque) in a limited architectural competition held 
for the Nunawading Civic Centre. A chaste assembly of 
austere forms, with some ingenious planning to accommo-
date multiple halls and foyers, this scheme achieves its 

unified character from a consistent choice of materials—
brick walls and bronze anodised aluminium fascias, simple 
shapes and an impressive courtyard entrance. Other firms 
selected to compete were Chancellor & Patrick, Berg & 
Alexandra, Ho!gar & Holgar, Howlett & Bailey and Melville 
Van Sticksen & Associates. 

This is the completed scheme for St. John's Old People's 
Homes, Glebe, Sydney; Hely Bell & Horne, archts. The model 
of the scheme provoked much interest at the 1962 Conven-
tion Exhibition and now it has been built full size the dis-
cussion will doubtless be revived. Noel Bell here states basic 
reasoning: "Our client's basic requirement was to provide 
economical yet flexible accommodation for both single and 
couple aged pensioners on the site of the old Rectory of 
St. John's Church of England, Glebe. The existing Blackett 
Church is in close proximity to the scheme and must be 
viewed as an important element in any new planning pro-
posal. We considered that the existing church should remain 
the dominant building of the group. Confronted with the 
need to provide for the privacy of the individual aged per-
son (whilst obviously being a member of a larger com-
munity), and with the desire to create an environment, not 
foreign to their image of "home" — thereby laying to rest 
any associations of the "institution" — we evolved the two-
storey cluster of four "homes" around a common staircase. 
These clusters are grouped together in a rough U around a 
large central court not unlike the traditional Cathedral Alms 
Houses. The whole group is orientated to meet the social 
needs of the individual and the total aged community." The 
Blackett Church is clumsily detailed, badly put together and 
generally over-rated as architecture but a wide driveway and 
the central court itself separates yet unites village and 
church after the manner of St. Mark's Piazza. Cream flush-
jointed face bricks should mellow to match the neighbouring 
masonry. The centre court will not achieve its designed 
dimensions until half a dozen young planted trees begin to 
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enclose the space above. There have been criticisms that 
while the outer courts encourage community existence, the 
centre court with its broad sweep of steps and strong direc-
tional flow does not. Certainly the benches surrounding the 
trees would be more inviting if they allowed people to enter 
the space and sit facing each other rather than facing out, 
but the trees themselves should create the intimate shade-
places necessary for outdoor communion. Criticism has also 
been levelled at the pairing of old people set in their ways 
and often childishly petty in a situation which would seem 
to break down friendships rather than reinforce them — 
double kitchens with separate switches, coin in slot meters, 
locks, keys, and a general air of mistrust directed at the one 
person most likely to help when needed. Communal facili-
ties for half a dozen may have been preferable. This, how-
ever, was the client's decision and time may prove them 
right. At this stage the old folk are as delightedly smug 
about their new homes as only old folk can be. The group 
as a whole is intelligently organised, thoroughly considered 
and quite single-minded in its pursuit of the aims Mr. Bell 
lists above. While many of the details observed during con-
struction are suspect, and ghastly amber-lit ceilings to 
some of the stair-wells are incredibly out of character, 
Cross-Section ambled through the complex with as much joy 
as for anything seen in Sydney in recent years. Estimated 
building cost approx. £143,000. Area of site: approx. I 
acre. Density: 96 persons per acre. Cost per square: £450. 
Cost per person: £1,480. Architon Constructions Co. Pty. 
Ltd., bldrs. Construction period—January-December, 1964. 
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Designed by Walter Burley Griffin and built about 1929, this 
small but admirable example of this special period of Grif-
fin's work, an incinerator at Ipswich, Southern Queensland, 
is about to be demolished. The disappearance of Griffin's 
buildings appears to be proceeding at about the same speed 
as the increase of his reputation. We may shortly be left 
with nothing but James Birrell's biography. 
4 A new Perth Observatory will be built on a site at 
Bickley, W.A., to the design of the PWD, and at a cost of 
£135,000. The building is to replace facilities originally 
housed on a city site and now taken over for the State 
Government Offices. 

Proposals are in hand for the construction of a 120-mega-
watt oil-fired power station on a 60-acre site on the Cock-
burn Sound coastline, W.A. Admittedly "smallfry" in 
comparison with news of the world's largest nuclear power 
plant with 500-megawatts output in Wales, and costing £85 
mill. sterling; this is however one of the signs of an en-
couraging tempo of development in this State. Other indi-
cations are reflected in a desperate shortage of skilled 
tradesmen (particularly carpenters) available to the major 
contractors in Perth. The core of this labour force appears 
fo have been erriieed io the N.W. of the State by bonus 
wages. Another is the increase of approximately 100% in 
enrolments for the architectural associateship course at Perth 
Technical College. 
(j A spark of encouragement has been given to advocates 
of row-housing, cluster developments, and anything other 
than the overdone 4-acre lot suburban subdivisions in Perth, 
by news of tentative approval to a scheme for 90 single 
and 51 two-storey houses for Harborne Park Estate (archt. 
R. J. Ferguson). This plan produced a density of 25 persons 
per acre against former densities of 13 persons. Town Plan-
ning Commissioner Lloyd offered consolation by saying that 
"in principle it was good and he could see no grounds for 
opposition to the project." 

This Methodist Church at the corner of Scarborough and 
Short Streets, Southport, Q'land, sports a white-tile covered 
twin hyperbolic paraboloid roof supported on five steel 
portal frames. Suspended plaster ceiling follows the roof 
shape. Fan-shaped plan accommodates 250. The stepped 
brick tower seems archaic and stiff in style against the gener-
ous sweep of the roof. Douglas & Barnes, archts; W. Short 
Building and Contracting Co., bldrs. 
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This is a model of the Tower Student Residential Building at 
Monash University (Melb.). Chancellor & Patrick, archts. 
This view is from the east, which is the elevation facing busy 
Blackburn Road, the main outlook being to the north and 
west of the main campus. Structure is concrete walls placed 
to restrict the span of the flat plate floors to not more than 
18 ft. Externally the conc. walls will be sandblasted, in-
ternally painted off-form. Non-structural walls: conc. block. 
face finish. Apart from painting and the areas of tiling in wet 
rooms, there are no applied finishes in the building. Est. 
cost £350,000. The building will house 183 students, 15 
tutors, Matron and Vice-Principal. To judge from the model, 
this promises to be a powerful building which will extend 
the type of architecture hitherto built at Monash in a new 
direction. 

In Toorak Road, South Yarra, Melb., this new State Savings 
Bank adopts the octagon as the plan form for its public 
space, emphasised by the illuminated spokes of the lantern 
roof. Bank-like but bright and internally wholesome, the 
clash between the flat roof at the street facade and the 
shaped roof of the banking chamber is from some angles a 
rather awkward juxtaposition. Cost approx. £23,000. Stephen-
son & Turner, archts; E. V. Jell Pty. Ltd., bldrs. 

(j Apologies to Clark Gazzard & Partners for illustrating the 
front gable of their Baby Health Centre (at Pennant Hills, 
Sydney—last issue) in relation to a criticism levelled at the 
rear gable. 



if Melbourne Spy, that gadfly journalist who occasionally 
makes delightfully ribald reading in "Nation" really let him-
self go on the architectural profession in a recent outburst 
by listing all the constructional misdemeanors, notorious or 
neglected, that have occurred in Melbourne over the past 
ten years. Spy's article, whilst professing a concern for 
public safety, was so blatantly a self-indulgent venting of 
some private prejudice, that it was difficult to take it seri-
ously, were it not for the fact that his snide accusations 
would, to a layman, be nice juicy gossip worth repeating 
and embroidering. The R.V.I.A. Council, after debating at 
some length whether to strike back at the Spy, decided not 
to sully itself by coming to grips with "gutter press." A 
pity, because one of the purposes of the Institute is sup-
posed to be to protect the status of the architectural profes-
sion. Status isn't protected by pretending that criticism, no 
matter if it is ill-informed, doesn't exist. The public's image 
of the architect is not based upon the pontifications of the 
R.V.I.A. Council, it is gleaned from inaccurate sensational-
isms such as the Spy's and from the popularisations of the 
daily press. Public relations means just that: "public" 
relations. 
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This 13-storey office building for the Victoria Insurance Co. 
Ltd. presents to the street one of the simpler curtain wall 
facades in Sydney. The interior floor areas are free of 
columns, with 2,000 sq. ft. per floor. Construction, conc. 
encased steel frame, conc. floors, I I" brickwork to blind end 
walls. Air conditioning: dual duct, constant volume, medium 
velocity. Three individual zone controls on each floor as well 
as individual floor control. Stephenson & Turner, archts. 

I The one-day symposium on High Rise Buildings at U. of 
N.S.W. on 9 Feb., '65, produced little of consequence 
except: Bill Gately of Hooker's declared that carrying costs 
(i.e. rates and interest) on a LI million building project, 
while being designed (preliminary sketches only) and ap-
proved would be in the nature of £40,000 over five months 
which makes developers wary of putting anything controver-
sial up to the Authorities. Harry Seidler repeated his 
suggestion that Sydney site index be greatly reduced from 
its present figure of 10 (similar to New York's but without 
provisos and reasonably wide streets). Peter Ellen of Lift-
Slab advocated Shell structures with lateral stability on 
outer walls, dispensing with the central core as a structural 
element. Dick Taylor (engineers generally get the meat) 
prophesied high strength steels and concrete (15,000 p.s.i.) 
more "dry" building and possibly jacked up buildings con-
structed at ground level. 
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In this Administration Building for the Highways and Local 
Government Department, Walkerville, S.A., the architectural 
qualities of expressed off-form concrete structure have been 
consistently exploited. The choice of concrete colour (in this 
instance, white), of pattern following expansion and con-
struction joints, and the careful selection of formwork 
materials and sizes, are considerations which when controlled 
as here, with an attitude of aesthetic sensitivity, belie the 
"as-found," "brut" and "bloody-minded" (to use Banham's 
phrase) characteristics that heralded a newly-realised 
interest in exposed concrete construction. The Admin. Build-
ing is nine storeys high, with a gross area of 112,700 square 
feet. Cost, including air conditioning, lifts, furniture, mobile 
steel shelving and all electrical equipment: approx. £650 per 
square. Keith Neighbour and R. S. Stagg of Cheesman 
Doley Brabham & Neighbour, archts; Barnes & Associates and 
Philip Fargher & Partner, str. engrs; W. E. Bassett & Partners, 
mech. and elec., Rider Hunt & Partners, q. surveyors. 
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Under construction on a site adjacent to Piccadilly Arcade 
in Queen Street, Brisbane, this new 20-storey Manufacturers' 
Mutual Insurance block shows promise of being the best-
looking multi-storey building to date in that city. Theo 
Thynne, Denham & Associates, archts. 
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Hove to solve a flooring problem. 
Talk to an expert. And in this case, that means the 
Dunlop Flooring Service. Our men have to be experts. 
After all, Dunlop has Australia's largest range of 
smooth surface flooring. Rubber, Vinyl Asbestos. 

Parquetry, Cork and Flexible Vinyl Tiles. 
Linoleum. Carpet Underlay. And 

Amtico Vinyl Tiles. So naturally 
we provide the service to go 

with them. (And we follow your 
specifications to the letter). The 

next time a floor begins to look 
like a problem, give our experts a call. 

Dunlop Flooring Service. 96 Flinders Street, Melbourne. 
63 0371. 27-33 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney. 2 0969. Centenary 
Place, Brisbane. 310271. 424 Murray Street, Perth. 218141. 
131-133 Pirie Street, Adelaide. 23 2611. 27 Argyle Street, 
Hobart. 2 6581. 18 Paterson Street, Launceston. 2 2067. 
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