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The 1963 Sir John Sulman Medal Award was won by archi-
tects Ian McKay and Philip Cox, for the design of St. 
Andrew's Presbyterian Agricultural College at Emerald Hill, 
Leppington, near Liverpool, N.S.W. Members of the Sulman 
Jury for 1963 were Mr. Peter Johnson, chairman; Professor 
Max Freeland, Professor of Architecture at the U. of 
N.S.W.; Mr. Alan Williams, archt; Mr. W. I. Burrows, arch+ 
and Mr. Alan Ingham, sculptor. 
( The Downer Primary and Infants' School, A.C.T., was 
awarded the Canberra Medallion for 1964. Architects: 
Mockridge Stahle & Mitchell. 
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Western Australia has set the pace for the rest of Australia 
in off-form concrete buildings. First the now famous Hale 
School (C-S No. 123), and now this, the Mosman Deaf 
School, designed by F. G. B. Hawkins & Desmond Sands, 
archts. Whereas the Hale School was symmetrical in plan 
but not in elevation, the Deaf School is both. At the Hale 
School concrete was used in its "natural" grey colour, at the 
Deaf School a white concrete was used to provide, the 
architects state, a finish more sympathetic to children. 
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During 1964 Melb. archts Eggleston MacDonald & Secomb 
moved their office from a warren of terrace houses in Grat-
tan Street, Carlton, two blocks west to their own new build-
ing, shown above. Reception room and car park under-
neath, drawing office, general office and the three principals' 
offices on the first floor — each office with a single vas+ 
sheet of grey solar glass, facing north, with a view into the 
street's magnificent elm trees. A simple and delightful 
building, sensitively scaled and carried out with an economi-
cal minimum number of materials — concrete block, exposed 
aggregate conc. beams and slab to the first floor, unstained 
timber window frames and steel roof deck. 

January I, 1965. 
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C-S's men in Sydney recently surveyed some of the new city 
buildings and counted on one, eight different types of marble 
on a single lobby. More restrained and altogether a good 
harmonious design is this new building for the United In-
surance Company Ltd. at the corner of George and Hunter 
Streets. Fifteen storeys. Cost £I mill. Planning module 5' 3". 
Externally: vertical fins of polished reconstructed granite, 
spandrel panels exp. aggregate of the same material. Re-
versible aluminium windows. Joseland & Gilling, archts; 
Rankine & Hill, Slocum & Corlett, str. eng; Chas. A. Harding 
& Son, q. surveyors; Max Cooper & Sons Pty Ltd, bldrs. 

Arkaba Lodge, Adelaide, accommodates a restaurant on the 
ground floor and a first-floor ballroom. A building that is 
not photogenic but is of a high order of architectural quality 
in planning, massing, and detailing. Dickson & Platten, 
archts. 



Two critical letters have been received by C-S, concerning 
the report in the November issue of a meeting of The Archi-
tectural Society (Sydney) at which Mr. W. H. Maze spoke 
on University planning. The first letter was from Mr. Toon, 
secretary of T.A.S., who deplored the "tone" of the report 
and claimed that the meeting was intended to be confiden-
tial. The second letter was from Mr. W. V. Abraham, to 
whom C-S apologises for incorrectly adding an "s" to his 
name, who hoped that the report did not "herald a change 
from the constructive criticism which has characterised your 
publication in the past". In fact, C-S's reporter was invited 
to the meeting by a member of T.A.S's. sub-committee deal-
ing with the Macquarie University, on the assumption that 
an article would be written and the draft was approved 
by him before publication. Unfortunately, Mr. Toon failed 
to inform either C-S or his own sub-committee that Mr. 
Maze had been invited to speak to T.A.S. in camera, C-S 
has the highest regard for Mr. Maze as a University ad-
ministrator and as a man — his character and integrity were 
never in question — we merely disagreed with him. We 
seriously question his committee's approach to building a 
new University. If architects were prepared to commit their 
disagreements on building policies to print more often, it 
could just possibly be to the betterment of planned 
environment. 
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St. Hilda's College for Women at the U. of Melb. attempts 
to come to grips with the provision of some sort of appro-
priate atmosphere for tertiary education. Vestiges of "col-
legiate gothic" remain in the pointed arches of colonnades, 
an occasional fleche and prim balconies. But any romance 
that may have been in the original idea has been foiled by 
petty changes in surface materials and fussiness of detail. 
Stephenson & Turner, archts. 

This new shopping centre with the high-falutin' title of 
'Floreat Forum' is now under way at Floreat Park, W.A. 
(Cameron, Chisholm & Nicol: archts.) Contracts have been 

let for site works and the shops, for approx. £400,000, and 
this is the preliminary stage in the full development which 
will include a Community Centre and hotel, to bring the 
total cost to approx. £4 million. Contractors for first stage 
—Concrete Constructions (WA) Pty. Ltd. The shopping 
centre will be in operation in Sept. 1965. 

Important date for 1965: The Fourteenth Australian Architec-
tural Convention in Melbourne 29th March-2nd April. Theme: 
"The Architect, Civic Responsibility and Society". 
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These premises for Webb Roberts McClelland Pty Ltd, an 
advertising agency, in Adelaide, were designed by Chees-
man Doley Brabham & Neighbour, archts. To a simple form 
has been added a pergola, horizontal sunscreens, vertical 
louvres, a stone wall and a low pierced concrete block fence. 
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Atop a hill in Outlook Drive, Eaglemont, commanding a 
truly panoramic view, this vast and grandly conceived house 
in clinker brick and white painted timber faces most of its 
windows to the east onto two great sweeping verandahs, 
with a dignity that has hardly been seen in Melbourne since 
the 1880's. Montgomery King & Trengove, archts. 
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Af Queen's College, U. of Melb., this new refectory de-
signed by Bates Smart & McCutcheon is a grand barn of a 
building, not without delicacy in choice of materials and 
proportions, but compared with, say, Goldstein Hall of U. of 
N.S.W. (C-S No. 146, Dec. 64) it is not aggressively im-
aginative. Two minor details annoy: one, the vents high in 
the face of the brick panels — surely BSM can overcome 
U.B.R. minutae such as these with more finesse; and two, 
the low flat-roofed foyer that butts on to the main volume 
and robs the main hall of its simple, firm shape. 

sr- 



"Building Materials Today" is the title of the Current Affairs 
Bulletin Vol. 35 Number I, Nov. 23, 1964 (Price 6d.), pub-
lished the Department of Adult Education, University of 
Sydney. Written, anonymously, by a structural engineer, the 
bulletin briefly reviews changes in construction stimulated by 
World War 2, mentions the question of builders' and archi-
tects' liabilities and goes on in precise lucid writing to 
deliver some very challenging statements on building ma-
terials, builders and architects. To quote a few, "The tide of 
conformity in building is at present so overwhelming that, 
in actual fact, new buildings only rarely pose design prob-
lems of real aesthetic significance, and in the majority of 
cases the problem is one of securing detailed variation from 
an accepted architectural cliche". (Touche!) "New materials 

. are not marketed as solutions to long-standing prob-
lems; they fill new needs and create new styles. They become 
associated with the modern and up-to-date, with affluence, 
good taste, "status", and current architecture. They also 
create new problems arising out of their inherent properties 
or out of their interaction with other materials. These prob-
lems often cannot be foreseen either by the so-called sales 
expert, whose view is restricted to the products he sells, or 
by the architect if he is not trained to assess the properties 
of materials". In the same healthily sceptical and rational 
manner the writer contributes thoughts on metal roofing, 
clay bricks, concrete blocks, building regulations and ma- 
terials testing. " 	. we have at the present stage of our 
technology to face the fact that many of our sophisticated 
materials—excellent as they are in special respects—do 
not improve in appearance with age, seem out of harmony 
with nature and are apt to turn unsightly and occasionally 
downright shoddy". Obviously this bulletin is a must for all 
connected with the bldg industry to buy, read and consider. 
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This Methodist Church at Nungara (a foothills suburb of 
Adelaide) is frankly a glass box, lightly framed, with a gently 
pitched roof, an elegant bell tower, and an external cross. 
On the whole this church is worthy of its Scandinavian pre-
cedents—the altar table is particularly elegant and only 
the curtained nook in the corner compromises the spirit of 
the design. Cheesman Doley Brakham & Neighbour, archts. 
¶( Conditions are available from the Secretary R.V.I.A., 53-55 
Exhibition St., Melbourne, for a Competition for a Design 
for the Development of a City Block bounded by La Trobe, 
Swanston, Lonsdale and Elizabeth Streets, Melbourne. First 
prize is 1,500 guineas, and other premiums of 750, 250 
guineas will be awarded. The competition is being held in 
conjunction with the Arch'I Convention in Melbourne. 

One of the most successful conferences held so far by the 
N.S.W. division of the Building Science Forum of Australia, 
was on Nov. 24-25, on Building Design for Air Conditioning. 
Particularly interesting was the reaction of clients, actual and 
potential, and manufacturers of air conditioning equipment. 
Clients' decisions to air-condition or not seemed to be based 
more on questions of prestige than anything else, with con-
sumer enticement and workers' productivity as additional 
benefits. Contradictory figures were produced by various 
authorities in efforts to justify, economically, such items as 
the depth of suspended ceilings. One speaker naively be-
lieved that once building contractors discovered that ample 
ceiling space made services installation easier, the cost of 
building the necessarily higher floor to floor heights would 
be offset. When Mr. Morse, Chief of the Division of Mech. 
Eng., C.S.I.R.O., gave his farsighted paper on Radiant Cool-
ing, and despite his warnings that this subject was still very 
much a matter of further research, "air-conditioned men", 
sensing a potential rival, were rapidly on their feet ven-
tilating at a great rate. 
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Finance is a fickle beast. Griffin's Capitol Theatre closed 
because it could not be profitably run as a cinema. Its 
foyer now is blasphemed by sales of television sets, stoves 
and washing machines. Up at what had been thought of as 
the dead end of Melbourne (the Naples end of Bourke 
Street?), at least before the Southern Cross arrived; not one, 
but two, new theatres recently opened, in the vastly reno-
vated remains of a department store that used to sell, 
amongst other things, television sets, stoves and washing 
machines. The Palladium Entertainment Centre (photo 
above) accommodates a car park, the My Fair Lady theatre, 
running the film of the same name, and the Embassy theatre. 
A competent job by Bogle Banfield & Associates Pty Ltd, 
archts, who have another scheme just beginning construction 
around the corner in Russell Street, on the site left by the 
demolished Savoy picture theatre. There's no business like 
show business. 

On December 8, ABV-2 in Melbourne presented a pro-
gramme on "Walter Burley Griffin—The Melbourne Years". 
Tony Morphett narrated in a rather doom-ridden manner, 
that seemed to emphasise the tragic frustrations of Griffin's 
life rather than the joyous nature of his work, great slabs 
eiere quoted (and acknowledged) from James Birrell's book 
on Griffin, and a palely-American accented voice recited 
some of Griffin's own words. Robin Boyd, in interview, gave 
a careful and reasonable assessment of Griffin's merit and 
position as an architectural hero, and in fact contributed the 
only bit of lively opinion in the whole show. For the illus-
trations used were only still photographs, some of them poor 
and inadequate, which would surely have failed to capture 
the imagination of the unenlightened viewer who could have 
been seeing Griffin's work for the first time. Surely here is 
where movie film is needed to convey the quality of archi-
tecture. It would be good to see a T.V. programme on 
architecture which depended not upon talk, but upon sight 
— upon a peripatetic eye. 

jj Mr. Cobden Parks, C.B.E., Life Fellow of the R.A.I.A. and 
F.R.I.B.A., will receive the R.A.I.A. Gold Medal for 1964. 



Problem 

What stands up to heavy traffic, beautifully ? 
Dunlop Vinyl-Asbestos tiles. 

Why ? 
Because Dunlop Vinyl Tiles contain a 

high proportion of P.V.C. combined with 
asbestos, thus ensuring: 
• Dimensional stability. 
• Positive adhesion. 

Solution 
• Maximum scratch resistance. 
• Resistance to spillage or chemical attack. 
• Outstanding durability. 

Note: Statistics show that of the smooth 
surface floor tiles produced in 1962 in 
U.S.A. 87.7% contained asbestos. 

Dunlop tiles are made so the kicks and 
scratches that disfigure most floors don't 
show. 

DF1451 

What does show ? 
Colour. All 30 of them last the long life 

of the tile because they go right through 
the tile. Sound idea for a supermarket, 'a 
foyer, a corridor ? 

Why not phone the Dunlop Flooring 
Service for the complete picture? 
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